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   January 29, 2009
What:
Eva Longoria Parker and District 8 Council Representative Diane Cibrian announce partnership with San Antonio Public Library
Where:
Central Library, 600 Soledad
When:
Saturday, January 31 • 3:00 p.m.
Eva’s Heroes, District 8 to Partner with San Antonio Public Library

Partnership will enhance Library resources

for the developmentally challenged and their families
At a 3:00 p.m. news conference at the Central Library on Saturday, January 31, Eva Longoria Parker and District 8 City Council Representative Diane Cibrian will announce a new partnership between Eva’s Heroes, a non-profit organization founded by actress Eva Longoria Parker dedicated to enriching the lives of those with developmental challenges, and the San Antonio Public Library. The new program is designed to enhance and promote the Library’s resources for developmentally challenged children and teens and their families. 

 “I have partnered with Eva Longoria Parker and her nonprofit organization, Eva’s Heroes, in order to develop this program that will provide enhanced library services to patrons with intellectual disabilities. Eva and I both were blessed with developmentally challenged sisters, so this program is particularly special to us,” said Councilwoman Cibrian.
 “The mission of the San Antonio Public Library is to provide resources to enhance the lives of those we serve. This initiative will allow us to broaden our services and resources to more fully meet the needs of children and teens with intellectual disabilities and their families, as well as offering us the opportunity to serve these patrons in their own neighborhoods. We are excited by this opportunity to partner with Councilwoman Cibrian and Eva Longoria Parker to further develop our ability to help improve the lives of these customers,” said Library Director Ramiro S. Salazar.
- more -

Eva’s Heroes/San Antonio Public Library Partnership – Add 1

Funded by a contribution from the District 8 Human Development Services Fund, the new initiative will address the needs of the developmentally challenged on several fronts by:
· Strengthening the connection between the Library and the developmentally disabled community by initiating regular Bookmobile visits to Eva’s Heroes Enrichment Center, offering the students the opportunity to get library cards and borrow library books, and encouraging them to visit the library. Bookmobile staff will also discuss library services with parents and teachers, giving them better insight into the benefits the public library provides.

· Increasing the quantity and currency of library materials related to intellectual disabilities, including materials appropriate for children of many different intellectual abilities. 
· Offering staff training to ensure that library employees are able to effectively assist people with intellectual disabilities. 
· Publicizing Library materials and services that are of special interest to the developmentally disabled community. 
One hour of free parking is available in the Central Library parking garage with a validated ticket. For more information, the public may call 207-2500 or visit www.sanantonio.gov/library.

About Eva’s Heroes
Founded by actress Eva Longoria Parker to honor her intellectually disabled sister, Eva’s Heroes is an organization dedicated to enriching the lives of those with developmental challenges by providing an inclusive setting built on four tenets – interact, grow, learn and love. Based in San Antonio, the organization helps children and young adults between 14 and 21 years of age, with special needs, to integrate and flourish in society. For more information, visit www.evasheroes.org.

About the San Antonio Public Library
For more than 100 years, the award-winning San Antonio Public Library has been a vital center for free learning, knowledge, communication, culture and enjoyment for all San Antonians. With a world-class Central Library, branch libraries throughout the city, and outstanding online resources, the San Antonio Public Library is as close as around the corner or the nearest computer. More information about Library resources and services is available at www.sanantonio.gov/library.
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