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SAN ANT‘ONIO Zoo Executive Divector
J. Stephen McCusker
Community initiatives Bond Commitiee January 18, 2007
City of San-Anfonio '
Dear Committee Member: _

The San Antonio Zoo respectfully requests $1.5 million from the City's 2007-2012 Bond Program to help fund
Africa Livel Phase 1l, 2 $10 million project. The San Antonio Zoologica! Society is a non-profit organization
that operates the San Antonio Zoo under a 25-year lease agreement with the City of San Antonio. The Zoo
also has a contract with the City to operate Brackenridge Park concessions and the miniature train. However
the Zoo receives less than 5% of its $11 million operating budget from the City.

The Zoo successhully raised $12 million to build Africa Live! Phase |, which is currently under construction and
scheduled to open this fall. The City helped with that campaign by providing $1.45 miliion in the 2003 bond
process. We are grateful to the City for their support.

Africa Live! Phase | (opening this fall) will i immerse visitors irito Africa with state-of-the-art underwater viewing
of both hippo and Nile crocodile, and the Nanyuks Market, which is a new gift shop and two story catering
facility.

Africa Live! Phase Il will include an aviary called Wings of Africa, a Colobus monkey exhibit, a leopard
exhibit, an African wild dog exhibit, a meerkat exhibit, and a new restaurant called the Baraza Café.

As you ponder the allocation of your available Bond funds, we respectful!y ask that you please consider the
foliowing:

0 According fo the Texas Depariment of Economlc Development the San Antonio Zoo is the 10" maost

visited public atfraction in the State of Texas.

¢  The Zoo has more than 930,000 visitors per year — 60% from San Antonio and 40% tourists — which
helps generate tourism revenue for our city.

0 The Zoo educates more than 100,000 students every year through field tnps and education programs, .
“and the Zoo provides bus transportation and admission for 10,000 students in local school districts who
can't afford field trips to the Zoo. |

¢ As you may have read in last week's Business Journal, the Zoo s financial position is heatthy, as we have
realized a positive cash ﬂow for the past 13 years and have been able to reinvest our surplus into capitat
|mprovements :

¢ Since 1975, the San Antonio Zoo has spent more than $25 millidn in capital rmprovements to Zoo

~ facilities — facilities that belong to the City of San Antonio.

0 The Zoo is directed by 2020 Vision, a master plan that will completely restructure the Zoo and divideit -
into five zoogeographic regions: Africa (which we are cumently working on), Asia; North America
(represented by a Texas exhlbrt) South America, and Australia. . ‘ ’

Great zoos are srgnatures of great cities; together we can improve both. Thank you for yoar consrderatlon
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Since

xecufive Director, San Antonio Zoo -
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MEERKAT

MEERKATS ARE FOUND IN AREAS OF SAVANNAH AND
OPEN PLAINS AND THEIR DISTRIBUTION DEPENDS ON
SOIL TYPE, WITH FIRM TO HARD SOILS BEING
COMMON LIVING GROUNDRS

AFRICAN HUNTING DoOG

AFRICAN HUNTING DOGS ARE FOUND IN GRASSLANDS,
SAVANNAHS AND OPEN WOODLANDS. THEY ARE
WIDELY DISTRIBUTED ACROSS THE AFRICAN PLAINS
AND ARE NOT FOUND IN JUNGLE AREAS,

IVCN* STATUS: ENDANGERED
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OKAPI
OKAPIS OCCUR IN THE DENSE RAINFORESTS AT
MIDDLE ELEVATIONS WITHIN THEIR RANGE. THEY
FREQUENT RIVER BANKS AND STREAM BEDS AND MAY
OCCASIONALLY VENTURE INTO AREAS OF
SECONDARY FOREST GROWTH

IUCN* STATUS! LOWER RISK

SANANTONIOZOO

SN i
g O /{/

b N

g@é’"d‘f— ING & LIFE SUPPORT BUT

1cA LIVE! PHASE 1II:
INO WHITE RHINO,

& A 4 EDUCATION
; AYER, & RHINO
Ll OLUDING Lmr;i'is

LEOPARD
LECPARDS LIVE |
FEEL JUST AS SE
AS IN RUGGED ¥
FORESTS, MOUN"

IUCN* STATUS:

P A g
AARDWOLF
PRIME HABITAT F

GRASSLAND PLALII
ALSO BE FOUND IR

ACILITY, ¥

OLOBUS MONKEY
COLOBUS MONKEYS ARE FOUP
R TYPES SUGCH AS GALLERY, MO
RET AL BAMBOO FORESTS. THEY ARE
o SAVANNAS AND SWAMPLANDS

THE EXPEDITION CONTINUE



;-
THE EXPEDITION

‘lON OF THE
(LDING AND

AFRICA LIVE! PHASE:-
‘NEW HIPPO UND w

R PHASE 1]

ASTER PLI%I}[
ST DEVELOPMI







