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SSTTOORRMM  WWAATTEERR  UUTTIILLIITTYY  FFEEEE    
Revised Methodology  
Background: The Storm Water Utility Fee was established by City Council in May 1993 to fund 
operational services related to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit.   The current 
rate structure is based lot size and land use, includes “rate caps”, does not fully take into account the 
impact properties have on the drainage system, and has been increased six times since inception with 
the most recent rate increase in 2008. 

    

Revised Methodology: The removal of the “rate caps” included in the current rate structure will result in 
significantly increased monthly fees for large, non-residential customers.  Through continued stakeholder 
engagement, a revised methodology has been developed which helps mitigate some of the cost impacts 
to properties with large amounts of impervious area. 

Budget Model: TCI has forecasted a revenue need of approximately $45M for FY 2016.  The budget 
allocation for residential and non-residential accounts will be split in proportion to the amount of 
impervious area for each user class as illustrated below1.   

 
1
Information shown is subject to final reconciliation utilizing 2015 account data prior to FY 2016. 

Residential Account Analysis: To simplify account management, a flat, per account monthly fee will be 
assessed among all residential accounts and will be tiered based upon the range of impervious area.  In 
addition, residential accounts have very similar land use characteristics unlike non-residential accounts. 
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• Water Quality Incentives
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$20.7M

$24.3M  

RESIDENTIAL TIERS: 

<2,750 sf (25%)  $3.22 

2,750-4,220 sf (50%) $4.25 

>4,220 sf (25%)  $8.85 
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SSTTOORRMM  WWAATTEERR  UUTTIILLIITTYY  FFEEEE    
Revised Methodology  
Non-residential Account Analysis: A flat, per account monthly “Base Fee” will be assessed among all 
accounts and the monthly “Impervious Fee” will be assessed on a per square foot basis and prorated 
based on “development intensity”.  The “Base Fee” is comprised of services that are required for the day-
to-day operations of the utility and are generally scheduled, routine items such as street sweeping or 
mowing.  The “Base Fee” will be divided by the number of accounts and the “Impervious Fee” by the 
amount of impervious area.  Examples of base and impervious services are listed below along with the 
FY 2016 budget amount proportional to non-residential accounts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Independent School Districts: School districts will be held at their current rate for the next five years. 

Street Sweeping

Pipe Televising 

Mowing

Debris Removal

Engineering & MS4 
Management 

FY 2016 Budget

$15.8M (65%)

BASE Maintenance of Downtown 
Tunnel Systems, Dams, 
and HWDS

Channel Restoration

Concrete Pipe/Structure 
Reparis

Maintenance CIP 

FY 2016 Budget

$8.5M (35%)

IMPERVIOUS

$15.8M 26,505 
accnts.

$49.66 / 
accnt.

$8.5M 33,640 
AC

$0.23-
0.57 / 

1,000sf

DEVELOPMENT INTENSITY TIERS:

<20% IC = $0.23 / 1,000 sf 

20%-40% IC = $0. 34 / 1,000 sf 

40%-65% IC = $0. 45 / 1,000 sf 

>65% = $0. 57 / 1,000 sf 

 

 
IC = Impervious Cover 

TOP 10 ACCOUNTS
1,2 REVISED  PREVIOUS 

Port SA    $17,800  $61,200 

Ft. Sam Houston   $16,800  $77,100 

AT&T Center (County) $3,700  $10,000 

Sea World  $3,600  $12,300 

Toyota   $3,500  $24,000 

Southwest Research $3,300  $14,900 

SA Airport (City)  $3,100  $8,400 

Lackland AFB  $2,900  $13,100 

USAA   $2,000  $6,600 

SA Airport (City)   $1,700  $4,600 
 

 
1
Information shown is subject to final account reconciliation. 

2
Entities may have multiple accounts in addition to those listed. 

POTENTIAL BASE FEE IMPACTS: 

76% of Multi-family accounts are currently 
billed $7.19 

49% of Commercial accounts are currently 
billed $18.32 

37% of Public accounts are currently billed 
$18.15 


