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So much has been going on in 
District 2.  Learn more about the 
Dellcrest Area Neighborhood 
Association, our Sam Houston 
Hurricane Robotics Team and the 25th 
Anniversary Celebration of the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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Note from Councilwoman Taylor 
It has been over two years since our original Eastside 
Reinvestment meetings.  Much progress has been made, 
yet there are so many opportunities to continue working 
toward goals related to economic development, housing 
improvements, and quality of life projects.  I will 
continue to keep an open-door policy, hold regular 
walk-in appointments, and do my best to communicate all of the 
wonderful things that are happening in our community.   

I hope you enjoy the beautiful spring weather.  Go outside to meet 
your neighbors, enjoy our parks, and join me in ensuring our 
community is safe and vibrant for our youngest members to our most 
seasoned.  I look forward to our continued efforts to make District 2 
the best it has ever been. 

Sincerely, 
Ivy R. Taylor 
Councilperson, District 2 

On February 3, 2012 San Antonio 
for Growth on the Eastside (SAGE) 
hosted the Eastside Reinvestment 
Luncheon.  Learn more about the 
efforts related to quality of life, 
economic development projects, 
and the 3 areas of focus going 
forward for District 2. 

Learn everything you want to 
know about the Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone #11 and find 
out about what is happening to 
combat crime and further 
increase safety in District 2. 

Mark your calendars for 
upcoming events in District 2 
and the City of San Antonio. 
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District 2 Staff 
Torrie Bethany: 207-2122  
 Intern, Communications 
 
Francesca Caballero: 207-2122 
 Policy & Zoning 
 
Scott Gustafson: 207-7084 
 Housing & Development 
 
Tramelle Jones: 207-0970 
 Constituent Services –Northeast 
 
Yolanda Oden: 207-0950/872-9614 
 Field Operations Manager 
 
Clara Thomas: 207-0950 
 Council Aide 
 
Patricia Campos: 207-7278 
 Senior Executive Secretary 
 
Norma Silva Cantu: 215-5015  
 Council Action Team Officer 

Neighborhood Highlight: 
Dellcrest Area Neighborhood Association 

25th Anniversary MLK March 

Sam Houston High School Robotics Team        
For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology 

 This year marks the 8th Birthday of 
the Dellcrest Area Neighborhood 
Association (DANA).  DANA was 
created as a planning committee to 
gauge the community's interest in an 
association after the completion of a 
neighborhood sweep. 
 
Today, DANA is a non-profit 
organization registered with the City 
as an official neighborhood 
association.  DANA hopes to 
continue its tradition by increasing 
participation and officers.  
 
Meetings are held on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Emanuel AME, 
1600 Semlinger Road. The next 
meeting will be held on March 27th.  
For more information contact Verna 
Eskridge at 648-1678 or visit 
www.neighborhoodlink.com/DANA 

More than 150,000 San Antonioans marched in the heart of the 
Eastside for the 25th Anniversary Martin Luther King Jr. 
Commemorative March-the largest MLK March in the 
nation.   
 
The City of San Antonio honored the life and legacy of Dr. 
King with various events spanning a five-day period. One of 
the memorable highlights was a keynote 
address by Martin Luther King, III, the 
eldest son of Dr. King and Coretta Scott 
King, on January 16th.   
 
Residents marched to the theme "Journey 
Beyond the March...Live Beyond the 
Dream..." along the 2.75 mile route which 
started at the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Academy, traveled up Martin Luther King Drive, and ended at 
Pittman Sullivan Park. At the conclusion of the march and as 
the commemorative program began, attendees were able to 
purchase refreshments from local business and community 
organizations shared information about various programs and 
opportunities. 

Although we celebrated the 25th anniversary of the City-
sponsored MLK event this past January, the history of the local 
MLK, Jr. March goes back even further. The late Rev. Dr. 
Raymond "R.A." Callies, Sr., a San Antonio teacher, pastor 
and one of the founders of the San Antonio MLK, Jr. March, 
began leading processions in San Antonio honoring Dr. King's 
legacy soon after Dr. King's death on April 4, 1968.  
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Neighborhood 
Improvement Projects 

On Friday, February 3rd San Antonio for Growth on the 
Eastside hosted the Eastside Economic Reinvestment 
Luncheon.  During the luncheon, attended 
by Eastside residents, stakeholders and San 
Antonio leaders, Councilwoman Taylor 
summarized the progress made over the 
past two years and announced the areas of 
focus going forward.  Please visit 
www.sanantonio.gov/council/d2 to download the summit 
booklet and learn more about what is happening in District 2.  

Eastside Reinvestment 
Second Annual Report Summary 

In the winter of 2010 hundreds of San Antonio residents came 
together to participate in the Eastside Reinvestment Summit 
meetings.   The purpose of the meetings was to identify ways to 
enhance the quality of life for residents, discuss opportunities to 
get involved, and prioritize economic development goals for the 
area.   

During the first two years many new programs were started by 
the City of San Antonio to get the Eastside “investment ready”.  
These programs covered areas such as enhanced code 
enforcement, increased communication between SAPD and 
citizens, and an increase in available funding for Eastside 
businesses. 

Two years later, economic development is underway and the 
building blocks are in place.  Jobs have been created, new 
businesses have opened, and catalytic projects have begun.  
Investments have been made in our neighborhoods.  
Development projects have been completed and many others 
have been funded and construction will begin in the coming 
months. 

Large projects such as the 
redevelopment of the Good 
Samaritan hospital are important 
economic generators, but recently 

painted 
houses, 
community 
gardens, 
and historic 
street signs 

are points of pride.  Projects like 
these have been developed all 
over the Eastside throughout the 
last two years.  Glorietta Street 
got new sidewalks and houses 
were painted, Dignowity Hill 
has new historic street signs and 
Knob Hill has some historic signs 
on the way.   
 
The small-scale but large impact 
projects are 
often the 
result of 
countless 
and tireless 
hours of 
work by Eastside residents.  The 
MLK Drive Revitalization 
Project brought together public 
and private partners to invest in a 
central corridor in East San 
Antonio.  By keeping up the 
combined momentum of both 
large and small projects, District 
2 will be able to realize the vision 
that was laid out during the 
original Eastside Reinvestment 
Summit meetings. 
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Development Projects 

Completed Projects 

Sutton Oaks Phase I 
This $24 million 
project is set on the 
28-acre site of 
Sutton Homes.  
Phase I, completed 
in late 2010, has 
194 units, a clubhouse, fitness center, 
business center, laundry facility, and 
swimming pool.  Sutton Oaks Phase II 
recently received a forward commitment 
for funding from the Texas Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs. 

Wheatley Heights Sports Complex 
 The 65-acre 
facility provides 
our children 
access to first-
rate athletic 
fields.  The complex has four 
softball/baseball fields, one football field, 
one football practice field, eight soccer 
fields and a 3-mile cross-country track 
along the Salado Creek Trail. 

Salado Creek Hike & Bike Phases I & II 
Two phases of Salado 
Creek Hike & Bike are 
under construction in 
District 2.  Phase I will 
include a trail from 
Comanche Park to 
Willow Springs Golf 
Course.  Phase II consists 
of a trail along the Salado 
Creek from the golf course to Jack White 
Park.  The two phases are a continuation of 
the bigger linear creekway system.  Total 
construction costs for both phases is $3.3 
million The grand opening will take place 
on March 24th at 1:30PM at MLK Park 
located at 3503 MLK Drive. 

Funded Projects 

Good Samaritan Hospital  
Last December the City Council authorized the purchase 
and rehabilitation of the Good Samaritan Building for a 
Veterans Outreach and Transition 
Center.  This project will be 
funded $2 million through fiscal 
year 2010 Certificates of 
Obligation. St. Philip’s College 
has partnered with the City on this project and will assist 
with the operation of the facility.      Once renovations are 
complete, veterans can go to the center for referral services, 
job training and consultation on their educational options. 
  
Incarnate Word Eye Clinic  
The University of the Incarnate Word will build an $11 
million, 30,000 square foot eye clinic.  The facility plans to 
serve 50,000 Eastside residents every year.  The clinic will 
be centrally located at the corner of Walters and 
Commerce and the groundbreaking will take place during 
the summer of 2012.  Through the City’s Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone #11 (TIRZ 11), $1.2 million has been 
allocated for this project. 
 
Ellis Alley Building 
Through an interlocal agreement, 
VIA and the City of San Antonio 
have coordinated to rehabilitate 
the remaining three buildings in 
Ellis Alley.  The future 
redevelopment will highlight the 
historical and cultural significance of Ellis Alley and 
contain a small business incubator for professional and 
non-profit offices. TIRZ 11 is supporting this $750K project 
with $560K (of which $185K is a loan). 
 
Oscar Eason Senior Apartments  
On November 16, 2011 the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) announced that it will 
award Merced Housing Texas $3,441,000 in Section 202 
Supportive Housing for the Elderly grant funds.  These 
funds will be used to build 33 units of affordable housing 
for very low-income seniors 62 years of age and older in 
East San Antonio.  Residents will only pay 30 percent of 
their adjusted incomes for rent.  The new community will 
be located at 1602 East Commerce.  
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Education & Youth 

2012 – 2017 Bond 

Proposed 2012 District 2 
Bond Projects 

On Saturday, May 12, voters in the City of San Antonio will consider the proposed 2012-2017 Bond Program.  A City 
of San Antonio property tax rate increase is NOT recommended to fund the program.  The City’s current property tax 
rate is projected to be sufficient to fund the debt service payments for the program.  In addition, the proposed bond 
program does NOT include funding for projects for VIA’s streetcar program. 

 
• 2 new fire stations 
• Carver Cultural Center Parking 
• New library 
• East Commerce Street enhancements 
• Cherry street improvements 
• Pittman-Sullivan walking trail 
• MLK Park improvements

 
 
For more information about the 2012-2017 bond program visit: 
www.sanantonio.gov/2012bond 

Promise Neighborhood 
Update 

In December of 2011 San 
Antonio’s Eastside was 
awarded the full Promise 
Neighborhood grant from the 
US Department of Education.  
The $24.6 million grant is the 
result of a collaboration led by 
United Way of San Antonio 
& Bexar County.  It will 
provide “cradle to career” 
services and is aimed at 
improving educational 
services at all steps in the 
educational pathway from 
Pre-K to college.  The grant 
will be distributed over five 
years and will cover an area of 
3.2 miles that includes 
Wheatley Middle School and 
its feeder schools.  Currently, 
United Way is seeking 
partners to implement 
planning goals.  For more 

 IDEA Carver 

IDEA Public 
Schools is 
partnering 
with the 
Carver 

Academy in an 
effort to launch IDEA Carver 
Academy in August 2012.   
IDEA Carver will be an open-
enrollment charter school 
with a singular focus – 
College for All Children.  
Students who attend IDEA 
Carver can expect a culture of 
high expectations, a rigorous 
curriculum and a college 
going culture. The deadline to 
apply for the 2012-2013 
school year was March 9th. 
For more information on the 
IDEA Carver, please visit the 
website 
www.ideapublicschools.org 
or call 210-239-IDEA (4332). 

Sam Houston Robotics Team 
By Daniel Llanez,  
Sam Houston High School Senior 
 
The Sam Houston High School 
robotics team, Aftermath, recently 
finished in seventh place at the FIRST 
(For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology) Alamo 
Regional competition held at the 
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center. Aftermath has students from 
Freshman through Senior year and 
five of them have been recognized as 
some of the top high school engineers 
in the nation. Although the students 
have also dedicated themselves to 
activities such as band, JROTC, and 
athletics, they have developed a strong 
bond as a team. At the competition, 
the teams had to build robots that 
could either lift a bowling ball or play 
basketball. The students worked with 
mentors from companies such as CPS, 
Toyota, and Rackspace. In addition to 
competing for bragging rights, the 
students also had the chance to win 
college scholarships. 
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Looking to the Future 
The City of San Antonio remains committed to improving the quality of life in east San Antonio and 
will ensure that the gains that have been made in areas of animal control, code enforcement and crime 
prevention are sustained.  As we move into 2012 and the coming years, the City of San Antonio and its 
partners will strengthen their efforts in three key areas.  These areas of focus are housing, commercial 
corridor development, and increasing educational opportunities for children in east San Antonio. 

Housing  
City staff and its public partners have already begun work on improving our housing stock by repairing 
existing single-family homes and constructing new multi-family housing.  Going forward, the City with 
its public and private partners would like to build new housing that accentuates the beauty of many 
Eastside Neighborhoods.  Infill housing and rehabilitation of single-family homes will continue to be a 
priority for the District 2 community.  
 
 
 
 

Commercial Corridor Revitalization 
Economic corridor development has long been an important issue for many Eastside residents and 
leaders.  Bringing more new businesses and new jobs to economic corridors will help make east San 
Antonio an even more desirable place to live and do business.  MLK Drive, Commerce Street and the 
W.W. White/Rigsby corridors will be the focus of corridor development efforts.  Beautifying these 
corridors through infrastructure improvements and landscaping can positively impact the look and feel 
our neighborhoods.  Façade improvements will also aid in reinvestment efforts. 
 

Educational Opportunities  
Improving educational opportunities for future Eastside generations remains key to improving the 
quality of life for all San Antonio residents.  We will continue to emphasize on education-lower 
dropout rates, higher test scores, and increased college enrollment.  Become a mentor, tutor, and an 
active part of a local PTA or show support to our youth by attending athletic and academic 
competitions to cheer them on. 
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Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #11 

District 2 Crime Update 

In December 2011, District 2 
experienced a rash of shootings. In 
an effort to address this situation, 
Councilwoman Taylor, the City of 
San Antonio and the San Antonio 
Police Department have been 
working diligently to ensure the 
safety of residents. 
  
Since the incidents, two new 
surveillance cameras have been 
added in the district and an 
additional two will be installed 
soon. In an effort to ensure the 
safety of residents, the addresses of 
the surveillance cameras will not be 

disclosed. In 
addition, one 
new street 
light has been 
installed and  

nine street light locations have 
been approved will be installed. 
A gang injunction has also been 
discussed and is in the early 
stages with a few locations 
currently under investigation. 

Compared to last year, violent 
crimes in the district such 
as aggravated assault, family 
violence, assault, sexual assault, 
murder, deadly conduct 
and robbery have continued to 
decrease by 8.6 percent.  
Property crime has increased by 
.4 percent due to a slight 
increase in burglary, arson and 
vehicle theft. Narcotics arrests 
have increased by 34.1 percent 
and graffiti has decreased 60 
percent.  District 2 residents are 
encouraged to attend the  
 

bimonthly 
Captain’s 
Substation 
Briefings, 
taking place 
the second 
Wednesday of the Month.  The 
next meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, April 11th at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Eastside Substation, 3635 E. 
Houston. Residents can also 
participate in the Cellular on Patrol 
(COP) Program to help SAPD 
make their neighborhoods a safer 
place to live. For more information 
on the COP program, please call 
207-7566 or visit the City’s website 
at 
www.sanantonio.gov/sapd/cop/asp. 

 

 

The TIRZ Board directed City 
staff on January 20, 2012 to 
issue a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) to generate proposals 
that directly engage the critical 
challenges and unique 
opportunities within the Zone. 
 
The City of San Antonio 
released the RFP on February 
3rd. The purpose of the RFP is 
to seek proposals for projects 
that will help revitalize the area, 
generate TIRZ fund revenue, 
and implement the goals of the 
previous planning studies. For 
more information visit 
www.sanantonio.gov/coun
cil/d2/  

The Inner City Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone, TIRZ #11 was created in 2000 in an effort to 
support the development, redevelopment and revitalization of public infrastructure improvements within 
a 3.9 square mile area adjacent to downtown San Antonio. At the time that TIRZ #11 was created, a list 
of desired community projects was also outlined. Some of the projects did not come to fruition due to 
lack of funding or capacity by the developer. Additional projects were added to the list over the years. 
TIRZ #11 includes portions of City Council Districts 1, 2 and 5. 

Approved Projects 

Project Amount  District 
E. Thurman Walker/New 
Light Village 

$700,000 2 

Ellis Alley Buildings  2 
Incarnate Word Eye Clinic $1,242,220 2 
Eastside Cemeteries $152,787 2 
Hays Street Bridge $235,000 2 
Victoria Commons $3,362,169 1 
Dr. Frank Bryant Center  $1,700,000 2 
Eastside Sports Complex $1,832,992 2 
SouthTown Streetscape  $694,002 3 
Quiet Zone $800,000 2 
Staybridge Hotel $1,000,000 2 
1511 E. Commerce $160,500 2 

Arena Townhomes 
(New Light Village) 

Ellis Alley Buildings 

Good Samaritan 
Hospital 

Friedrich/Carver 

Friedrich Building 

Oscar Eason 
Multiuse Center 

Original Project List 
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Find out what is going in District 2 and learn how to become 
involved.  Sign up for the eblast by emailing us at 
district2@sanantonio.gov.  Also find on Facebook & YouTube. 

Councilwoman Ivy R. Taylor 
P.O. Box 839966 
San Antonio, TX 78283 

A Closer View of District 2 

Calendar of Events 

3/21 District 2 Open door Walk-Ins 
(Northeast Office, 4351 Rittiman Road) 

3/22 District 2 Open Door Walk-Ins 
(Eastside Office, 4458 E. Houston Street) 

3/23 Coffee and Muffins with Councilwoman Taylor 
(Eastside Office, 4458 E. Houston Street) 

3/24 Grand Opening of Salado Creek Hike and Bike Trail 
(MLK Park, 3503 MLK Drive) 

3/31 Cesar E. Chavez March 
(Avenida Guadalupe Center, 1313 Guadalupe, Suite 100 

April 2012  
4/3 District 2 Town Hall Meeting 

(Ed White Elementary, 7800 Midcrown) 
4/8 Easter 
4/19-29 VIVA FIESTA District 2! 
May 2012  
5/5 Cinco de Mayo - Luminaria 
June 2012  
6/16 Juneteenth Freedom Parade 


