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Councilman Joe Krier

Like us on Facebook

Sl o sl Dear Friends and Residents,

District 9 Biweekly News Since school resumes for most District 9 residents on

I August 25th, this issue will provide you with several
SRl | important updates related to school zone safety. Please see
Archives below! I have also included stories on the Redland Road

Improvements hearing, the Moss Briar Sidewalk project
VI ESEWRWEIIIEE and the Walmart on Blanco Road's Grand Opening
PIEUMERITEEIEE coremony.

Also below is the latest on the 2015 Budget Process as
we wrap-up the Post-proposed Budget public meetings
st lle)oslanitzse | this week. The next step in the process is Budget
Adoption on September 18th. | am generally pleased with
Public Libraries the balanced budget the City Manager has presented and
have attended the department and community budget
hearings.

Public Works Finally, the City Council is in session next week.
Please click HERE for the current agenda. As always, if
there are topics you would like to see in future

SO AETIEEEE A newslletters, please let me know via email at

SEIFASIREER Y district9@sanantonio.gov . You can also follow us on
PIEIERR SIS BROI T Twitter: @joekrierD9 or like us on the District 9 public

210.207.0955 page: Facebook Page. Working together, we can make

3-1-1

Parks and Recreation
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District 9 City Hall
Office:

210.207.7325

E-Mail District 9

Charlie Mazuca
Chief of Staff

Adam Trevino

Chief of Constituency

Tish Williamson

Director of
Communications

Frances Collins
Council Aide

Justin Renteria
Council Aide

Sandra Bagwell

Senior Executive
Secretary

District 9 and our City a better place for everyone. Thanks
again for the privilege of representing you.

Sincerely,

éﬂ/ﬁ%

Joseph R. Krier
Councilman, District 9
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DISTRICT 9 RESIDENT
SPOTLIGHT

Jill Rudik is a married mother of 3 Coker Elementary School
Students. She is a stay at home mom who is very active in her
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children's school and after school activities. Last school year, Jill

noticed that several people who were driving in the Coker

Please Click o+ | Elementary Sc_hoql Zone were j[alking on cell phones: _Sometimes,

because of their distracted driving, they were even failing to yield to

n 116% SAWS Impact Fee Increase | pedestrians (i.e. children) in the crosswalk. Not knowing if the

x City Council Living Wage drivers were unaware that there is a law prohibiting cell phone use
in school zones or if the didn't see the posted signs, Jill decided to

' m take action. She went home and crafted two signs (one in English,

n Police and Flre.Beneﬂts | one in Spanish) giving a visual representation of the no cell phone

n The San Antonio Sireeicar Project § yse law. Mrs. Rudik and several school crossing guards held up the

n Teen Pregnancy Prevention signs for several days and they noticed a marked difference! |

# Toll Roads learned about Mrs. Rudik's initiative when she attended our School

Zone Safety meeting. | am now working with Jill and other key

leaders at Coker (See the Update Below) to ensure everyone is

aware of the law. | wanted to highlight Jill for her diligence and her

genuine concern, not only for the safety of her own children, but for

the safety and well being of all of the children in the community.

Thank you Mrs. Rudik and other concerned citizens like you! As |

always say, Working together, we can make District 9 and our City

a better place for everyone. If you have someone you would like to

highlight for their service to District 9, please contact us at 207-

7325 or district9@sanantonio.gov ATTN: Resident Spotlight

Post-proposed Budget Public
Meetings

The City Manager presented the City's FY 2015
Proposed Budget to the Mayor and City Council
last week. This week, residents were invited to
provide their feedback on the 2015 Budget by
attending one of several citywide community
budget meetings. At the meetings | attended,
the City staff did a great job of explaining
important aspects of the proposed budget and
answering questions from residents who
attended. A video was also presented at the
meeting to help participants learn more about
the proposed budget. Click HERE to view the
video. To see theBudget Highlights,

click HERE. Residents can continue to provide feedback and ideas through Budget Input Boxes
located at San Antonio Public Library branches, City of San Antonio Senior Centers, City Hall
and online at http://www.sanantonio.gov/Budget/BudgetinputBox.aspx. If you have any
budget issues or questions, please feel free to contact me at district9@sanantonio.gov ATTN:
Budget.
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. Redland Road (North) Improvements
More than 200 citizens were at the House of the
Living Bread Church on Redland Road to hear
updates at the Public Meeting for the 2012 Bond
Fund Redland Road Improvements Project. The
, improvements, set to begin in June 2015 and
.. end in November 2016, include the
reconstruction and widening of Redland Road
North from two lanes to five lanes with a turn
lane, shared use paths, curbs, sidewalks,
driveway approaches, traffic signal and drainage
improvements as needed. Bond funding will
allow for street widening from Ridgewood Parkway to Loop 1604. Additionally, the section of
Redland Road adjacent to businesses will have a continuous turn lane to allow for easier
ingress and egress. Additionally, the section of road adjacent to the subdivisions will include a
raised safety median. There were a number of citizens who came to the meeting to voice their
opinions on the need for a traffic light at Gold Canyon Road. A traffic signal there just makes
good sense for safety. | will work with City staff to find funding for this addition so it can
hopefully be included in the project. At the meeting, TCI also indicated that the other major
part of the project will address the drainage issues that have been a problem in the past. Water
runoff is being captured with underground and above ground drainage systems and will be
treated before being released back into existing water systems. Many residents supported the
improvements, however, several residents also voiced their concerns with the project citing the
inconvenience of construction traffic congestion and the concern of turning the road from a
quiet, though congested, two lane road to a bustling five lane road that some feel is too close to
residences. Therefore, TCI and my office will provide email updates on the construction
progress to the residents who were in attendance and submitted their email addresses. 1 will
also provide updates in my newsletter as they become available. If you would like to be added
to the Redland Road construction email updates contact District 9 Staff at
district9@sanantonio.gov ATTN: REDLAND ROAD UPDATES. For details about the public
meeting or planned improvements, residents may also contact Joey Doctor at 210-207-8415 or
joe.doctor@sanantonio.gov with Transportation & Capital Improvements.
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Coker Elementary School Principal is
Excited about the

No Cell Phone Use Initiative!

After concerned resident, Jill Rudik
(highlighted earlier) brought to my attention the
issue of cell phone use by drivers in the Coker
Elementary School Zone during our School
Zone Safety Public Meeting in May of this year,
we reached out to Coker Principal Tiffany Gill.
Mrs. Gill acknowledged that cell phone use has
been an issue in the past, not just in the school
zone cross walk but also by parents dropping off
their students. "Maybe parents don't realize that
the No Cell Phone Use law applies to them any

Example sign above. Exact sign is to be determined. time they are in their vehicles on school

property, which includes dropping off and
picking up their students, as well as when they are in the crosswalks or driving by the school”,
said Mrs. Gill who has been the Principal for Coker since 2011. Because the visual
representation of the No Cell Phone Use sign is non-standard as per the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, we were unable to get this sign made through the City's Transportation
& Capital Improvements Department. Therefore, | have entered into a verbal agreement with
Mrs. Gill that if she and the North East Independent School District will get the sign installed
on Coker property, outside of the City's right of way, then | will use District 9 discretionary
funds to pay for the two signs that are required. | am interesting in ensuring that not only Mrs.
Rudik and Mrs. Gill feel that the signs are needed, but also that the community as a whole
supports the project. Therefore I will meet with the Coker PTA sometime in September to
determine if the PTA agrees with the need and to discuss the overall wording and placement of
the signs where they will most benefit the safety of the children! We will also discuss other
ways to educate children, parents and the community on this important issue.

Thank you Ms. Gill for your very quick attention to this issue! We are looking forward to a
great, safe start to the new school year! If you have any questions about this issue or if you
have a similar issue in your school zone, please contact me at districtd@sanantonio.gove

ATTN: School Zone Safety.
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Braesview and Larspur Safety
Improvements Update

The improvements project that we initiated after the
death of young Tatyana Babineaux, who was the
victim of a hit and run on her way to Larkspur
Elementary in January (Click HERE) is almost
complete. Construction began in March 2014 and with
the final installation of the last few static, fluorescent
yellow signs, the project will be completed in its
3 e : entirety by August 22nd, in time for the new school
= S year! See the chart below for the Transportation &
Upgraded Overhead Signage and Crosswalks - Capjtal Improvements Department's total upgrade.
at Braesview The most dramatic change to the area, in addition to
the static signs being upgraded to fluorescent yellow and tree
_ trimming to improve sign visibility, is the completion of the
overhead flashing beacon school zone signs and mast arms
¥ which should bring a heightened awareness that drivers are in
& a school zone and practice hyper vigiliance to ensure child
safety. These improvements may not have stopped the hit
and run driver, but it is my hope that overall safety for our

childr
Improvements Start Emd en as
Owerhead Flashing B they
werhea ashing Beacons
Design and Materals O rdering R UL e walk
ADA Ramps at to
BracsviewsLarkspur April 2014 May 2014 schoo
inter=ection .
I will
Base and Pavement Repairs June 2014 June 2014 be
Remark 25 Crosswalks in the ; .mUCh
area and crosswalks at July 2014 Impro
. (& Vieeks for August 2014 3 KMonths
BrassviewLarkspur Materials Defveny) ved.

inter=ection

Owerhead Flashing Beacons
Installation/Construction July 2014 August 2014 30 days
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Moss Briar Sidewalk Ground
Breaking Ceremony

Construction for 300 feet of new
sidewalk and ADA ramps began this
week on Moss Briar between Moss
& Arbor and Henderson Pass. | was
| happy to join residents to celebrate
the infrastructure improvements
. project that will enhance safety for all
pedestrians, including those with
disabilities. This is not the
biggest construction project that the
SRR AN o City has going on but it is certainly
Pictured: Joe Krier, Larry Lamborn, important to the many school children
Ken Brodeen . . .

and residents who will benefit from,
and make use of, the new sidewalk. Identifying improvement projects such as this one not only
improves the appearance of the neighborhood but it also provides neigborhood school kids and
other residents a safer path of travel. Special thanks to Larry Lamborn and the other involved
members of the North Central Thousand Oaks Neighborhood Association for walking me
through their area to highlight these safety issues last fall and the City for taking action so
quickly! Construction for this project will begin this week and will be completed by early
September of this year by City contractor H.L. Zumwalt. If you have any questions about this
issue or have a safety issue in your neighborhood, please feel free to contact me at 207-7325 or
districtd@sanantonio.gov.

District 9 School Zone Safety Public Safety Announcements

Next week, NEISD Parents will receive a School Zone
Safety PSA from me. In an effort to improve school zone
safety, | have partnered with the North East Independent
School District to remind parents to talk to our children
about pedestrian Safety! No matter what safety
School Zone improvements the City makes, if drivers and children do not

always practice good safety habits, we may still have safety

Sa fety issues. We often talk to our children about stranger danger

or the danger of drugs and alcohol, but when was the last
time we spoke to ALL of our school age children and
reminded them to do all of the following:

#1) Do NOT WALK while distracted. Put the cell phones and other electronics away
while walking to and from school and only use them in the case of an emergency.

#2) Always cross at a GREEN Light and/or CROSSWALK and look to make sure that drivers
see you and have stopped before stepping off the curb.

#3) Use sidewalks when able and NEVER cut in between parked

cars to cross the street. It makes it harder for drivers to see you as you step onto the street.
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#4) During low visibility, use a flashlight, reflective gear/wear bright clothes so that drivers
can better see you.

#5) Children should try not to walk alone and always walk with a parent or buddy to and from
school.

#6) If you see anyone walking or driving dangerously, tell an adult!

Parents, please help your children find the safest route to school using these safety tips and
then talk to them about walking safe
this school year! | wish everyone a safe and productive school year!

The New Blanco Road Walmart is Now Open!

The new Blanco Road Walmart is now open 6
a.m. to midnight, seven days a week. It

will provide San Antonio residents with low
prices on a broad assortment of merchandise. |
appreciate Walmart for choosing San Antonio as
Walmart i< a place to grow and prosper, for bringing
hundreds of jobs to our community, as well as
providing citizens with competitive and
convenient shopping options right in our
backyard. | would like to extend a special thanks
to neighborhood leaders like Chuck Saxer,
Colleen Waguespack and Wayne Fagin for working closely with me and Walmart Leadership
to ensure this store is a good fit for our neighborhood! The new store will employ
approximately 300 full- and part-time associates. Welcome to the neighborhood!

#Walmart

We Need Your Help in Naming the Artwork for the New Encino Branch
(Evans Rd.) Library




Click HERE to Enlarge

New
public artwork is being planned for the City of San Antonio's new District 9 Encino Branch
Library and Public Art San Antonio would like the community to participate in part of the
design of the artwork. The selected artist team of Joe O'Connell and Blessing Hancock was
inspired by the art of storytelling. Their concept design represents abstracted storybook pages
entwined within an oak tree forest. SAPL is asking the community to submit phrases and
quotes from literature that relate to the theme "natural wild" and represent whatever "natural
wild" means to you. Suggestions can be from any book, journal, poem, article, or resource in
the San Antonio Public Library collection, and must include source information. Local/regional
authors as well as multi-lingual contributions are encouraged.

Please submit your suggestions and/or comments on this public art project via e-
mail to D9art@jbpublicart.com.

The deadline to send in your quotes and phrases is Sunday, August 24, 2014. Start your search
now by visiting your local branch of the San Antonio Public Library or go online to
www.mysapl.org. To learn more about Public Art San Antonio visit
WwWWw.getcreativesanantonio.com.

Thank you for your participation!

Java
with

2

Resident Appointment Hours /_jf
10:00am-11:00am, Every Wed! Y :

Please contact us for
a block of time /

District 9 Field Office: 16500 San Pedro Ave
Suite #290 (Hwy 281 and Thousand Oaks)
Walk-in’s are welcome from 9:30am to 10:00am
207-0955 or district9@sanantonio.gov

We will resume our weekly "Java with Joe" Open Door Block of Appointments in August.
Please contact us at 207-0955 or click HERE to request a block time. Someone from our office
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will call/email you to confirm your actual appointment.

Useful Applications and Resources at your Fingertips (Click the icon below)

District 9 Biwe
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