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Background on Texas 
Legislature 

 

• Convenes on the second Tuesday in January of each 
odd-numbered year for 140 calendar days 
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Background on Texas 
Legislature 
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Senate House of Representatives 
 
 

 

• 31 members 
• Lieutenant Governor 

presides 
• 16 Committees (14-R 

and 2-D) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

• 150 members 
• Speaker of the House 

presides 
• 40 Committees (27-R 

and 13-D) 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Bexar County Delegation - 
Senate 
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Senator  Jose 
Menendez (26) 

Senator Carlos Uresti 
(19) 

Senator Judith Zaffirini 
(21) 

Senator Donna 
Campbell (25) 
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Bexar County Delegation – 
House of Representatives 
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Speaker Joe 
Straus (121) 

Rep. Ruth 
Jones 

McClendon 
(120) 

Rep. Diego 
Bernal (123) 

 

Rep. Ina 
Minjarez (124) 

Rep. Trey 
Martinez 

Fischer (116) 

Rep. Joe 
Farias (118) 

 

Rep. Roland 
Gutierrez (119)  

Rep. Lyle 
Larson (122) 

 

Rep. Rick 
Galindo (117) 

 

Rep. Justin 
Rodriguez 

(125) 



How a bill becomes a law 
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June/July IGR coordinates with City Departments 
regarding legislative proposals 

July/August IGR staff collaborates with community 
stakeholders 

September IGR Committee – Program presentation 

September/October IGR staff meets with staff of delegation to 
discuss priorities for the session 

October Council B-Session 

October IGR Committee – Program update 

October Council A-Session 

December Bexar County Delegation Briefing 
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Program Development 
Process 



84th Legislative Session 
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Bills Filed Bills Sent to 
Governor Bills Vetoed  

82nd (2011) 6,304 1,532 24 

83rd (2013) 6,379 1,636 26 

84th (2015) 
To date  

6,640 121 -- 



Legislative Timeline 

November 10, 2014 Bill pre-filing begins 

January 13, 2015 Legislative session begins 

March 13 Bill filing deadline 

June 1 Last day of regular session 

June 21 Last day governor can sign or veto bills 
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