




























































































ARTICLE V1. RABIES CONTROL

State law references: Rabies Control Act, Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 826.

Sec. 5-125. Required vaccination.

An owner of a dog, cat or domestic ferret must have the animal vaccinated against rabies in a
manner that satisfies the requirements of State law.

Sec. 5-126. Reporting, bites, scratches; zoonotic diseases.

(a) Any veterinarian or person having knowledge of an animal having bitten, scratched or
injured a person or other animal, within the City shall report the incident to the Director who is
also the local rabies control authority immediately.

(b) Any veterinarian or other person having knowledge of an animal diagnosed as having any
reportable zoonotic disease shall report same to the Director within five (5) days.

(c) The owner of such diseased or biting or scratching animal who learns of such incident shall
immediately give his name and address together with the animal's license number and date of
last rabies vaccination to the person bitten or injured or to a parent or guardian of such person
who is under the age of eighteen (18) years. The owner shall notify the Director within twenty-
four (24) hours of his name; the animal's license number; the name of the injured person, and
other information requested by the Director related to the animal and injured party.

(d) If the owner/keeper does not surrender the animal, the Director or any appointed animal
care officer shall seize and impound any animal for rabies observation upon the sworn affidavit
of any person with knowledge that the animal has bitten a person or another animal. An
administrative search warrant shall be obtained from any municipal court judge or other
magistrate to enter onto private property to search for the biting animal if permission to enter is
not given.

Sec. 5-127. Confinement of biting, scratching animals.

(a) The owner of any animal within the City which has bitten or scratched a person so as to
have caused an abrasion of the skin shall, on demand of the Director or any animal care officer,
immediately surrender such animal to the animal care services facility, or other approved rabies
quarantine facility for observation for a period lasting not more than ten (10) days after the date
of the incident, subject to the provisions of subsection (b) below.

(b) The owner of any animal that has bitten or scratched any person shall be allowed to
assume personal responsibility for confining the animal for the observation period of ten (10)
days, only under the foliowing circumstances:

(1) Secure facilities must be available at the home of the animal's owner, and must be
approved by the Director; and

(2) The animal was currently vaccinated against rabies when the exposure incident
occurred; and
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(3) The animal was not in violation of any laws or ordinances at the time of the bite; and

(4) The Director, City veterinarian or a licensed veterinarian must observe the animal at
least on the first and last days of the quarantine period. If the animal becomes ill during
the observation period, the Director must be notified by the person having
possession of the animal. At the end of the observation period, the release from
quarantine must be accomplished in writing by the veterinarian who will attest to the
health of the animal.

(c) If an animal is believed to have rabies or has been bitten by an animal suspected of having
rabies, such animal shall be quarantined for observation by a veterinarian for the appropriate
period as required by state law.

(d) Violation of the observation confinement of the biting animal as provided in subsection (b)
shall be just cause for seizure and confinement of the animal in the animal care facility of the
City.

(e) All wild animals involved in exposure incidents including biting, scratching or any other
direct exposure by physical contact will be humanely euthanized in such a manner that the brain
is not mutilated. The brain shall be submitted to a Texas Department of State Health Services
certified laboratory for rabies diagnosis.

Sec. 5-128. Concealment, sale of biting animal prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any owner within the City to conceal, sell, give away or otherwise dispose
of an animal that has bitten or scratched another animal or a human, or to otherwise permit the
animal to be taken beyond the limits of the City after having knowledge of the animal's having
bitten or having so injured another animal or a person as to cause an abrasion of the animal's or
person's skin, until such animal is released by the Director.

Sec. 5-129. Confinement of animals infected with or exposed to rabies.

The owner of any animal infected with rabies, or who reasonably suspects his animal of having
such an infection, shall notify the police department or the animal care services facility of the
fact that his animal has been infected with or exposed to rabies. The Director is empowered to
have such animal removed from the owner’s premises to the animal care services facility, or at
the request of the owner, such animal may be placed in a veterinary hospital, and shall be
placed under observation for the appropriate period as required by state law. Whether confined
in the animal care services facility or a veterinary hospital, the owner shall bear the expense of
the confinement.

Sec. 5-130. Confinement at owner's expense; payment.

Any animal surrendered to the animal care services facility for the purpose of observation as
provided in this Chapter shall be kept at the facility and shall be fed and cared for at the
expense of the owner. Such fees are to be paid to the City before the animal can be reclaimed
from the animal care services facility at the end of the authorized quarantine and observation
period.

31



Sec. 5-131. Release of animal subject to certification by veterinarian.

No animal shall be released from the observation period provided for in this article unless a
licensed veterinarian certifies in writing to the Director that such animal is not showing
symptoms of rabies. Exemption from placing such animal in the animal care services facility or
in a veterinary hospital as provided in Section 5-127(b) shall not exempt such owner from
securing a proper release, as provided above.

Sec. 5-132. Euthanization of rabid animals, wild biting animals.

When in the opinion of the Director the animal has exhibited signs of incipient rabies, the animal
will be immediately euthanized and the brain submitted to a Texas Department of State Health
Services certified laboratory approved by the Director for diagnosis. In the case of biting wild
animals, euthanasia shall be performed immediately and the brain submitted for rabies
diagnosis.

Sec. 5-133. Impoundment of animals unclaimed after quarantine.

Any animal quarantined at the City’s animal care services facility not reclaimed by its owner
within twenty-four (24) hours of the expiration of the quarantine or observation period provided
in this Chapter shall become the property of the City and may be offered for adoption or
humanely euthanized at the discretion of the Director.

Sec. 5-134. Notification of authorities upon knowledge of rabid animal.

Any person having knowledge of any animal being infected with rabies or reasonably suspecting
such infection shall immediately notify the animal care services facility or the police department
of such fact or suspicion giving the name of the owner, possessor, keeper or harborer of such
animal, if the same be known, together with a description of such animal and where such animal
may be found.

Sec. 5-135. Final disposition of rabid, nonrabid animals.

Where an animal has been bitten by another animal, and the biting animal described in this
Section is determined not to have rabies, then both animals will be released from observation. If
the biting animal is determined to be rabid, and the animal victim is possessed of a current
vaccination certificate, then the owner of the animal victim will have the option of immediately
having the animal victim humanely euthanized, or, in the alternative, revaccinated and
quarantined for a period of ninety (90) days. However, if the animal victim is not possessed of a
current vaccination certificate, then the owner of said animal victim will have the option of
immediately having said animal victim humanely euthanized, or, in the alternative, vaccinated
and quarantined for a period of one hundred and eighty (180) days.

Sec. 5-136. Health emergencies.
Upon a finding by the Director of Health that a health emergency exists due to the imminent
threat of rabies or other disease communicable by animals, he shall have the authority to order

that all unrestrained animals be impounded and destroyed immediately, except that, no
emergency order shall continue for a period longer than seven (7) days without the consent of
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the City Council.
Sec. 5-137 Joint animal vaccination drives.
The Director is hereby authorized to conduct periodic rabies vaccination drives in cooperation

with the Veterinary Medical Association of Bexar County for the public health benefit of the
community.
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ARTICLE VIl. OWNER RESPONSIBILITY; NUISANCES; IMPOUNDMENT
Sec. 5-150. Owner responsibilities.

The owner or keeper of any animal in the City is responsible for the behavior and conduct of
that animal at all times including the creation of a public nuisance. Violations of the following
acts or omissions are public nuisances:

(a) The owner or keeper shall keep the animal (except cats) restrained at all times and insure
that the animal (except cats) does not roam or run at large at will;

(b) The owner or keeper shall not keep any dog which barks or whines in such a manner, with
such intensity, or with such continued duration, or keep any other animal, fowl, or bird, which
makes frequent or long, continued noise, so as to annoy, distress or disturb the quiet comfort or
repose of persons of normal nervous sensibilities within the vicinity of hearing thereof;

(c) The owner or keeper shall prevent his animal from biting or injuring without provocation,
any animal or person;

(d) The owner or keeper shall prevent his animal from damaging or destroying public property
or property other than its owner's private property;

(e) The owner or keeper shall not keep more than the number of animals allowed under this
Chapter;

(fy An owner or keeper creates an animal nuisance per se by the keeping, frequent feeding or
harboring of any poisonous or inherently dangerous or prohibited animal.

Sec. 5-151. Outdoor cats.
All outdoor cats must be spayed or neutered.
Sec. 5-152. Misdemeanor violations by animal owners; presumptions.

(@) An animal owner commits a misdemeanor offense if by act, omission or possession he
creates an animal nuisance or an animal nuisance per se.

(b) No culpable mental state shall be required to support a conviction under subsection (a).

(c) The following presumptions are hereby declared applicable in the prosecution of an offense
pursuant to subsection (a):

(1) The filing of a complaint by two (2) or more neighbors, within a twelve-month period,
regarding the barking of an animal kept by its owner shall give rise to the presumption
that an owner keeps an animal which barks or whines in such a manner, with such
intensity, or with such continued duration so as to annoy, distress or disturb the quiet,
comfort or repose of persons of normal nervous sensibilities. For the purpose of this
presumption, each neighbor must occupy a different residence;

(2) The fact that an animal in question has bitten or injured another animal or human
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being during the previous eighteen (18) months shall give rise to the presumption that
the animal bites or injures other animals or human beings without provocation;

(3) The fact that an animal in question has damaged or destroyed public or private

property during the last twelve (12) months shall give rise to the presumption that the
animal has a propensity to destroy property.

Sec. 5-153. Impounding animals creating animal nuisance per se.

Animal care officers or other law enforcement officers shall have the power to impound animals
which create an animal nuisance per se for the purpose of abating the nuisance as follows:

(a) On public property, in all cases;
(b) On private property, if:
(1) The consent of the resident or property owner is obtained; or

(2) The officer reasonably believes there is immediate and imminent danger or
peril to the public if the animal in question is not impounded; or

(3) Authorized by appropriate courts of law.
Sec. 5-154. Impounding abandoned or unrestrained animails.

(a) The Director may order the seizure and impoundment of any abandoned animal as defined
in this Chapter. Disposition of said seized and impounded abandoned animals shall be in
accordance with Sections 5-157, 5-158, and 5-159 of this Code. Any trap, neuter and return
(TNR) program that has been registered with the Department shall not constitute a violation of
this Section.

(b) Animal care officers or other law enforcement officers shall have the power to impound
unrestrained animals for the purpose of abating the nuisance as follows:

(1) On public property, in all cases;
(2) On private property, if the consent of the resident or property owner is obtained,;

(3) On private property, in all cases except fenced rear yards of residences, if the
officer reasonably believes that the animal will run at large if not impounded.

Sec. 5-155. Impounding procedures.

Animal care officers or other law enforcement officers authorized pursuant to Section 5-153 or
5-154 to abate a nuisance, shall, prior to impounding an animal, leave notice at the residence of
the premises where the unrestrained animal was found stating the kind and type of animal
seized, the place where the animal is to be impounded, the hours when it may be reclaimed by
the owner and the length of time it is to be held; provided the animal care officers or other law
enforcement officers shall:
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(1) Release the animal to the owner, if the animal was found unrestrained on the
owner's premises and the owner agrees to restrain the animal in the future; or

(2) Release the animal to the owner if the animal was found unrestrained outside the
owner's premises, but the owner readily presents himself and agrees to restrain the
animal in the future.

Sec. 5-156. Return of captured animal to owner.

(@) In addition to the issuance of a citation, the animal care officer may return an animal found
at large to the known owner in lieu of impounding the animal.

(b) The owner may redeem an impounded animal during normal business hours by paying the
impoundment fee, boarding fees, and the pre-release rabies vaccination fee if required by law
for the subject species and proof of valid current vaccination cannot be produced.

(c) On the first impound, the Department shall require the owner of any intact dog to enter into
an agreement to sterilize the dog that has been impounded before releasing it back to its owner,
unless the owner possesses or obtains a valid intact dog permit for the dog, or the dog qualifies
for a certified medical exception from a City veterinarian, or the dog is under six (6) months old.
Under the agreement, the owner shall provide proof of sterilization of the dog to the Department
within thirty (30) days from the date of the agreement.

(d) On the second impound of a dog, the intact permit shall be revoked if applicable, and the
owner shall agree to sterilize the dog. Under the agreement the owner shall provide proof of
sterilization of the dog to the Department within thirty (30) days from the date of the agreement.

(e) In the event a dog is under six (6) months of age and gets impounded a second time, the
owner of the dog will be required to provide to the Department proof of sterilization once the
animal reaches six (6) months of age pursuant to an agreement with the Department.

(f) The Department shall require the owner of any intact cat that has previously been impounded
to enter into an agreement to sterilize the cat before releasing it back to its owner.

Sec. 5-157. Notifying owner of impounded animal.

If the owner of an impounded animal can be identified, the animal care officer shall upon
impoundment notify the owner at the address stated on the records of the Department.

Sec. 5-158. Minimum time animals impounded; euthanasia authorized.

impounded dogs and cats shall be kept for not fewer than three (3) days, excluding any days
the animal care facility is not opened, and may be offered for adoption or humanely euthanized
at the discretion of the Director thereafter. In the case of owned animals, the City will dispose of
any unclaimed animal before this three (3) day period if the owner releases ownership of the
animal to the City. If any impounded animal is determined by a licensed veterinarian to be
suffering from disease or injury such that the animal is in pain or is beyond reasonable medical
help, the animal may be euthanized immediately. In such a case, holding times otherwise
specified in this Code will not apply. Due to their immature immune system, any abandoned
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animal under four months of age shall immediately become the property of the City, for humane
disposition, and may be offered for adoption or humanely euthanized at the discretion of the
Director.

Sec. 5-159. Unclaimed animals.

Any animal not claimed by its owner within the above stated three (3) days shall become the
property of the City, for humane disposition, and may be offered for adoption or humanely
euthanized at the discretion of the Director. The selection of an animal for adoption during the
reclamation period or the following adoption period shall not confer any ownership right or right
of possession to the animal.

Sec. 5-160. Charges for reclaiming, adopting impounded animals; liability of
claimant.

(a) Any owner reclaiming an impounded animal shall, before the animal will be released to him,
pay impoundment and boarding fees. The Director is authorized to reduce or waive
impoundment and/or boarding fees.

(b) No animal shall be released from the animal care facility without the owner presenting proof
that the animal has had a rabies vaccination in compliance with the requirements of State law.
An owner of any dog or cat who cannot provide proof of said rabies vaccination shall be subject
to a fee for rabies vaccination of each dog or cat. Animal transfer organizations approved by the
Director will be assessed a rabies vaccination fee. An owner of any domestic ferret who cannot
provide proof of said rabies vaccination shall be subject to a fee for rabies vaccination of each
domestic ferret. In addition, no animal shall be released without being licensed.

(c) Any citizen reclaiming or adopting any animal under the provisions of this Section shall be
liable for any applicable fees.

(d) All animals adopted from the animal care facility shall be spayed or neutered within thirty
(30) days unless this procedure has already been accomplished. Persons adopting animals
from the animal care facility shall pay the applicable fees for adopting a dog or cat. As an
incentive for the adoption of animals, the Director is authorized to advertise and reduce or waive
adoption fees. A deposit will be collected for each pet adopted that has not yet been spayed or
neutered. This deposit will be returned upon application and presentment of a valid spay/neuter
certificate.

(e) The City animal care facility is authorized to accept animals for humane disposition from
individuals who reside in the City or in other municipalities or in unincorporated areas of Bexar
County. The City animal care facility is authorized to accept animals for humane disposition
from Bexar County for animals in the unincorporated areas of Bexar County as long as the City
and County maintain a joint animal control program by contractual agreement. The City animal
care facility is authorized to accept animals for humane disposition from other municipalities in
Bexar County as long as the City and the other municipality in Bexar County maintain a joint
animal control program by contractual agreement. An animal service fee shall be charged per
animal.

(f) The Department shall refund fees paid by persons who adopted an animal that dies within
two (2) weeks of adoption due to apparent congenital iliness or communicable disease that
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could have been contracted by the animal prior to adoption. Adoption fees shall be refunded as
long as the terms of the adoption contract were followed.

(g) At the time animals are reclaimed from the animal care facility they will be identified by the
implantation of a microchip so the animal, if ever lost or stolen, can be returned to its owner.

(h) If an animal that is impounded is sterilized, currently vaccinated for rabies and licensed the
Department will not charge an impound fee for the first impound only. The animal must be
reclaimed within the time limits in Section 5-158. The initial impound will count as a first
impound in assessing fees for any future impounds.

(i) The first impound free policy applies toward each residence.

Sec. 5-161. Liability of owners of impounded animals.

(a) The owner of an animal impounded remains subject to prosecution for violation of this
Chapter regardless of reclamation or nonreclamation.

(b) The owner of an impounded animal remains liable for the fees incident to impoundment,
regardless of reclamation of the animal or nonreclamation.

Sec. 5-162. Abatement of animal nuisance complaint and citation; summary
statement.

(a) Any person may, upon presentation of a duly executed affidavit stating the existence of an
animal nuisance, as defined in this Chapter, and identifying the name and address of the owner
or owners of such animal may request the City prosecutor to file a complaint in municipal court
against the owner or owners of such animal under the provisions of this Chapter. The filing of a
complaint by the person will result in the issuance of a court summons to the owner or owners
of the animal in question.

(b) Animal care officers and other law enforcement officers may issue the owner or owners of
animals creating an animal nuisance, as defined in this Chapter, a citation to appear in
municipal court to answer the offense charged.

Sec. 5-163. Enforcement; interference with animal care officer, police.

(a) The provisions of this Chapter shall be enforced by the Director, his designated agents and
the police department. It shall be a violation of this Chapter to interfere with an animal care
officer or a police officer in the performance of his duties.

(b) Interference is presumed when the owner, keeper, or harborer or possessor of an animal in

noncompliance refuses to surrender the animal on demand to the animal care or police officers,
provided that the demand is in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.

38



Fee Schedule for Animal Care Services

Animal Adoption- Flat Rate Fees Fees
Dog Package (Dogs/Puppies) $81.00 Cat Package (Cats/Kittens) $29.00
License License
Heartworm Test FELV/FIV
Rabies Vaccination Rabies Vaccination
DHLPP Vaccination FVRCP Vaccination
Bordetella VVaccination Sterilization Surgery
Sterilization Surgery Flea Treatment
Microchip Microchip
Ivermec Treatment & Dewormer Dewormer

Spay/Neuter Deposit Fees

Fee for the release of an un-sterilized animal. $150.00

This fee will be refunded upon proof of sterilization.

Other Animal Adoptions Fees
Rabbit Adoption $15.00 each; $60.00 each (for sterilization)
Small Mammal Adoption $10.00 each

Licensing & Permits

Pet License Fees
City Registration $ Free

The pet owner must provide proof that the pet is currently vaccinated against rabies and that the pet
has been micro chipped or has an Informational Pet Tag on the pet collar.
Micro Chip $15.00
Micro chips are the primary form of registration used to identify animals by the City of San Antonio
effective January 1, 2008.
Pet Tag License- Metal/Plastic $5.00
Tag must include Pet Owner’s Information: Owners Name, Contact Phone Number and Pet’s Name
Pet’s current issued Rabies Tag may be used as identification, provided the Owner’s Name, Contact
Phone Number and Pet’s Name is included on the reverse side.
Animals deemed Dangerous $100.00/year
Animals deemed Vicious $75.00/year

*Pricing not based upon an animal being Spayed or Not Spayed / Neutered or Not Neutered

*Beginning January 1, 2009, if an owner of a dog wishes to keep their dog intact, the pet owner must purchase an Intact
Dog Permit. The fee will be $50.00 annually.

*Currently licensed animals must have a current rabies vaccination. The rabies vaccination must be renewed within
30 days of its expiration and proof must be submitted to Animal Care Services within 60 days of the vaccination date.

Permits

Fees

Intact Dog Permit $50.00/year (Effective January 1, 2009)

Litter Permit $50.00/litter (1 litter per year) (Effective March 1, 2008)

Cat Colony Permit $10.00/year (Effective March 1, 2008)

Livestock Permit $150.00 per horse/cattle x year (Effective March 1, 2008)
$50.00 x additional horse/cattle (Effective March 1, 2008)

Other Livestock $75.00/year (Effective March 1, 2008)

(hog, sheep, goat, llama, etc.) $25.00 each additional (Effective March 1, 2008)

Pet Shop Permit $150.00/year (Effective March 1, 2008)

Commercial Kennel $150.00/year (Effective March 1, 2008)

Commercial Cattery Permit $150.00/year (Effective March 1, 2008)

Pet Grooming Permit $75.00 (Effective March 1, 2008)

Animal Exhibit Permits $100.00

Exceed # of Animal Limit Permit $25.00 (Effective March 1, 2008)

(dogs, cats and domestic fowl)
Inspection and Subsequent Re-inspection(s) $25.00 each inspection

The Director of Animal Care Services reserves the right to adjust fees during instances of moratoriums
or any special events or circumstances, if deemed necessary.



Fee Schedule for Animal Care Services

Impoundment Fees

Regular Intake

Effective January 1, 2009, if an animal is intact upon its first impoundment the owner must either, elect to sterilize the dog or
purchase an Intact Dog Permit. If an animal is impounded for a second time, the animal must undergo sterilization surgery.

Livestock

Fees
Dog and Cat
1% Occurrence $50.00
2" Occurrence $75.00
3" Occurrence $100.00
4™ Occurrence $200.00
Boarding $10.00/day
Vaccinations given at time of impoundment:
Rabies $12.00
Bordetella $6.00
DHPP $8.00
FVRCP $8.00

Horse/Cattle
Boarding
Goats/Pigs
Boarding

Poultry & Rabbits
Boarding

Rabies Observation

Other Fees

1% Occurrence
2" Occurrence
3" Occurrence

Boarding

Owner Surrender

Non-City Processing
(including Owner Surrender)
Vouchers

Storefront items

Veterinary Fees

Vaccinations Fees
DHPP $8.00
FVRCP $8.00
Bordetella $6.00
Rabies $12.00

Parasite Control Fees
External $10.00
Ear mites $7.00

Fees
$100.00/animal
$35.00/day
$75.00
$15.00/day (each)
$20.00
$10.00/day (each)

Fees

$75.00

$100.00

$200.00 (Also requires dangerous dog investigation)

$20.00/day

Fees
$10.00 for City Residents
$50.00

$50.00
Prices vary by item

Tests Fees

Heartworm $10.00
FELV/FIV $15.00
Fecal $6.00
Blood work $75.00
Other Fees

Pain Medication $10.00
Bandaging (x incident) $10.00
Anesthesia $25.00
Ecollar $10.00
Fluids (x 1000ml bag) $10.00
Surgery (x hour) $75.00

The Director of Animal Care Services reserves the right to adjust fees during instances of moratoriums
or any special events or circumstances, if deemed necessary.



