CITY OF SAN ANTONIO, OFFICE OF THE CITY
CLERK, MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES

TITLE:
Office of the Mayor, Henry Cisneros Records, 1970-1989 (bulk, 1981-1989)

DATES:
1970-1989 (b. 1981-1989)

QUANTITY:
47 ft.

LANGUAGES:
English; Spanish; French

This collection was processed with the assistance of the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission.

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY:

Henry Cisneros was born in San Antonio, Texas in 1947, raised in a middle class
family on the city’s west side. Cisneros attended Marianist High School then
went on to earn a B.A. in English from Texas A &M University, a master’s degree
in Urban Planning and Administration from Harvard University, and a Ph.D in
Public Administration from George Washington University. Shortly thereafter,
Cisneros began his political career in 1975, when he was elected to the San
Antonio city council at the age of 27, at the time, the youngest city councilman in
the history of the city. Cisneros served as a councilman six years before running
for mayor of San Antonio. In the 1981 election, Cisneros defeated his opponent
garnering 63 percent of the vote, appealing largely to Hispanic and business
voting consituencies. Cisneros’ successful campaign made him San Antonio’s
tirst Hispanic mayor, since Juan Seguin resigned from the post in 1842, and also
made him the first Hispanic mayor of a major metropolitan area in the United
States. Cisneros served a total of four terms as mayor of San Antonio between
1981 and 1989, arguably becoming San Antonio’s most popular mayor
respectively winning 94 and 73 percent of the vote in his two next reelection bids.
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His popularity in San Antonio and Texas earned him broader national appeal,
and by the mid-1980s, Cisneros was one of the most recognizable Hispanic
politicians in the United States. This led to Walter Mondale briefly considering
him as a running mate during his 1984 presidential campaign. Cisneros served
four more years as mayor of San Antonio, focusing on economic development
projects, such as attracting technology and medical firms to the San Antonio area,
implementing the Target 90’ Project, and his efforts to build San Antonio’s
Alamodome. Cisneros decided not to seek reelection in 1989, due in large part to
mounting medical bills to care for his newborn son, John Paul Cisneros, born
with several life-threatening birth defects. After leaving office, Cisneros formed
the financial management company, Cisneros Asset Management Co., and was
appointed as the Deputy Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas (1989-
1993). In 1993, Cisneros was nominated by the Clinton administration for the
position of Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development and
was unnamiously confirmed by the Senate. As HUD secretary, Cisneros helped
to initiate housing vouchers for low-income families, and he fought consistent
attempts by the Congress to reduce or eliminate the department. But from 1995
onwards, Cisneros was hampered by the U.S. Attorney General office’s
investigation into statements he made to the FBI prior to his Senate confirmation
hearing. The investigation ultimately led to Cisneros accepting a plea agreement
in the case, which led eventually to a pardon by President Clinton in January,
2001. After leaving the Department of Housing and Urban Development in 1997,
Cisneros went on to become the president of Univision Communications Inc., the
spanish-language television broadcast network. Cisneros left Univision in 2000 to
form his present business venture, American City Vista (now named CityView),
a real estate development company aimed at providing affordable housing for
low and middle income families.

SCOPE AND CONTENT:

Collection includes correspondence, financial records, memoranda, speeches,
press releases, reports, subject files, slides, and photographs that document the
administration of Mayor Henry Cisneros between 1981 and 1989. A majority of
the records are correspondence (29 ft.), organized into subseries by date and
subject. Chronological correspondence documents primarily the daily affairs of
the Cisneros administration and letters from the general public on assorted
topics, while the subject correspondence deals mostly with economic
development projects and communication with various city departments and
government committees. The collection also includes subject files (8 ft.) kept by
Cisneros, mostly containing assorted reports, clippings, and correspondence
related to various projects, including the National League of Cities' conference,
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Fiesta Liberty, and the San Antonio Symphony's Music of the Americas Series.
The records also include some administrative files and writings by Cisneros (2 %2
ft.), including financial records, press releases, city planning documents, and
articles, memoranda, and policy papers written by Cisneros.

ARRANGEMENT:
I. Correspondence
A. General [chronological]
B. Subject [A-Z]
C. Letters of endorsement/support
D. Greetings
II. Administrative files
A. Press releases
B. Memoranda
C. Radio spots
D. Biographical information
E. City agendas/reports
F. Financial statements
G. Travel authorizations
III. Writings
A. Policy papers
B. Articles
C. Speeches
IV. Subject files [A-Z]
V. Printed materials
A. Articles
B. Reports
C. Newsletters
D. Conference proceedings
E. Creative works
E. Brochures

RESTRICTIONS:
Unrestricted access.

PREFERRED CITATION:
[Box #, Folder title], Office of the Mayor, Henry Cisneros Records, 1970-1989, San
Antonio Municipal Archives.
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INDEX TERMS
Persons:
Cisneros, Henry — Archives.
Fox, Lou.
Organizations:
Mayor —Texas—San Antonio (Tex.).
Target "90/Goals for San Antonio.
National League of Cities—United States Conference of Mayors.
Greater Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council.
San Antonio Dept. of Economic and Employment Development.
San Antonio Coordinating Council on Economic Development.
Subjects:
Alamodome (San Antonio, Tex.) —Planning.
Statue of Liberty-FEllis Island Centennial Series—Fiesta Liberty.
Rock concerts—Ordinances—San Antonio (Tex.).
Economic development—San Antonio (Tex.).
Earthquake relief —Mexico—Mexico City.
San Antonio Symphony —Music of the Americas series.
Texas — Centennial celebrations, etc.
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INVENTORY:

Location Contents
BOX1 Correspondence
General

1981

1982

1983
NP 1.1 Architectural renderings, S. Alamo St., 1984
BOX1 January, 1984

February, 1984

BOX 2 February, 1984
March, 1984
April, 1984
May, 1984

BOX 3 May, 1984
June, 1984
July, 1984

BOX 4 July, 1984
August, 1984
September, 1984
October, 1984

BOX5 October, 1984
November, 1984
December, 1984
January, 1985
February, 1985
March, 1985
April, 1985

BOX 6 April, 1985
May, 1985
June, 1985
July, 1985
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BOX 7

BOX 8

BOX 9

BOX 10

BOX 11

BOX 12

Henry Cisneros Records, 1970-1989

August, 1985
September, 1985
October, 1985
November, 1985

November, 1985
December, 1985
January, 1986
February, 1986

March, 1986
April, 1986
May, 1986
June, 1986
July, 1986

August, 1986
September, 1986
October, 1986
November, 1986
December, 1986
January, 1987
February, 1987

March, 1987
April, 1987
May, 1987

June, 1987

July, 1987
August, 1987
September, 1987

September, 1987
October, 1987
November, 1987
December, 1987
January, 1988
February, 1988
March, 1988
April, 1988
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May, 1988
June, 1988

BOX 13 July, 1988
August, 1988
September, 1988
October, 1988
November, 1988
December, 1988

BOX 14 January, 1989
February, 1989
March, 1989
April, 1989
May, 1989

BOX 15 May, 1989
Subject files
Alamo stadium, 1983
Annexation, 1985
Aviation
1985-1986
1986-1987
1987-1988
Ballinger, 1988
Billboards ordinance, 1986
Board appointments
1985
1986
Bond insurance, 1985
Budget and research
1984
1984-1985
1986
1987
1988

BOX 16 Building inspections
1984-1985
1986

Henry Cisneros Records, 1970-1989 11/6/2008



1987
NP 1.1 Proposed sidewalk, Sam Houston High School, 1987

BOX 16 1988
Burnett, Carol, 1985
Cable Advisory Committee, 1983
Children's letters
1981
1983-1984
1984
1985
1988
1989
Citizen action office, 1985-1988
City attorney, 1984-1986
City clerk
1985-1986
1987
1988
City council offices, 1985-1988
City manager
1981

BOX 17 1982

1982-1983

1986

1987

1987-1988
Congressmen, 1986-1988
Convention facilities

1985-1986

1986-1988
Convention and visitor's bureau

1984-1985

1986

1987

1988
Corporate

Form letters
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Assorted, 1981-1982
Energy, 1982

BOX 18 Responses, 1982
Correspondence log, 1983-1984
Correspondence database instructions, 1982
Crimestoppers, 1984
Curfew (against), 1986
Department of Economic and Employment Development
1985
1985-1986
1986
1987

BOX 19 1988
NP 1.1 Map for proposed stadium site, 1988

BOX 19 Dome stadium, 1987

Downtown initiatives, 1986-1988
Election, 1987-1988
Environmental management, 1988
Finance department

1985-1986

1986

1987

1988

BOX 20 Fire department
1984-1986
1985-1988
Fluoride issue, 1984-1985
Ford Foundation, 1987
Governor, 1985
Governor's race, 1987
Greater Austin-San Antonio Business Corridor Council, 1985
Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, 1984
Health department
1985
1986
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BOX 21

BOX 22

BOX 23

Henry Cisneros Records, 1970-1989

1987

1987-1988
1988
Health-O-Rama, 1984
Human resources
General
1985
1986
1987
Citizen requests
1986
1987
Information resources, 1985-1987
Intergovernmental relations
1987
1988

International relations
1985
1987
Legal department
1986
1987-1988
Legislation, 1985
Libraries
1985
1986

1987
1988
Los Angeles trip, 1985
Market Square, 1985
Mexico earthquake relief, 1985
Municipal courts, 1985-1988

"Music of the Americas" series, 1986

National League of Cities
General
1984
1985-1986
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1988

Board candidates, 1983
National urban fellows, 1985
Neighborhood initiatives, 1986-1988
Operations security, 1984-1985
Out-of-town trips

1985

1986

1988

BOX 24 Parks and recreation
1985
1986
1987
1988
Personnel
1984-1985
1985
1986
1987-1988

BOX 25 Photograph requests, 1985
Planning
1986

1986

NP 1.1 Plat map, 1985-1986
Map of Nimitz delivery zone, 1986

BOX 25 1987
NP 1.1 Objections to VIA's Park and Ride Project, 1987

BOX 25 1988
Police department
1984-1985
1986
1987
1988
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BOX 26

BOX 27

BOX 28

Henry Cisneros Records, 1970-1989

Public information office, 1988
Public utilities

1985

1986

1987

1988
Public works

1985

1986

1987

1988
Purchasing department, 1985-1988
Ramses II exhibit, 1988
Risk management, 1986
Rock concert ordinance

1985

1985-1986 [in support of]

1986 [NBC Today Show appearance]
Roosevelt Center, 1985
San Antonio symphony

1984

1987
"60 Minutes" interview, 1984
Special projects, 1985-1986
Target '90 program

1984

1984-1985
Telecommunications/teleport concept, 1983
Texas A&M board of regents, 1985-1986
Texas Business Emerging Companies symposium, 1984
Texas Municipal League, 1981-1986
Twin Towns program, 1985-1986
VIA metropolitan transit, 1985
Vice presidential consideration, 1984

Wastewater, 1986

Westinghouse, 1984
Westside freeway, 1985
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Letters of endorsement/support
1983
1984
1985
1986

BOX 29 1986
1987
1988

BOX 30 1988
1989
Greeting letters
1983
1984
1985

BOX 31 1986
1987
1988
Administrative files
Press releases
1982-1985
1986
1987
1988
Statements, 1981
Memoranda
Office of the mayor
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986-1987
1988-1989
Shirl Thomas [assistant to the mayor], 1984-1988
Assorted city departments
1981-1982
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NP 1.1 Map of Babcock Rd. between Hausman and De Zavala

Rd., 1981
BOX 31 1983
1984
1985
1986-1989
BOX 32 Legal

Dispositions, 1983

Radio spots, undated

Biographical information/photographs
Henry/Mary Alice Cisneros, 1986-1989
Others, undated

City agendas/reports
1981-1986
1987-1988

Financial statements
Invoices
1981
1982
1984
1984
1985

BOX 33 1986
1987
1988
1988-1989
Purchasing/requisitions
1985
1988-1989
Travel authorizations —Shirl Thomas
1984-1987
1985-1986
Writings
Policy papers
1981
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Assorted funding proposals, 1984-1986

"Education for the biosciences in San Antonio," 1984

"Proposal for a comprehensive housing strategy," 1988
Articles, 1985-1989
Speeches

1982 [Richard S. Childs lecture]

1984

1985

BOX 34 1986
1987
1988
Subject files
Airlines, 1983-1985
Anti-crime Coordinating Committee, 1988
Awards—Chicago Theological Seminary, 1988
BFI-SeaWorld, 1985
Biotechnology, 1983-1984
Chamber of Commerce, 1983
Citizen requests, 1981-1987
City livability awards entry, 1984
City manager, 1985-1986
City services survey, 1986-1987
Club de Mujeres Mexico Americanas Profesionistas y de Negocios de
San Antonio, undated
Contact information
Assorted, undated
Growth leaders, undated

BOX 35 Convention and visitor's bureau
1982-1989
1986-1988
Coordinating Council for Economic Development, 1983-1984
Corporate form letters, 1981
Diabetes Center, 1984
Direct flights from San Jose to San Antonio, 1983
Drug Task Force Committee, 1981
Economic development
1981-1986
1983-1986
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Ecuadorian ambassador, 1981
Edgewood industrial development advance working session, 1983
Electronics, 1983-1986
Energy, 1983-1984
Expo San Antonio en Mexico, 1981-1982
Fairchild Aircraft Corp., 1985-1986
Fiesta Liberty
Memoranda, 1985-1986
Correspondence
1985
1986
Budget, 1986

BOX 36 Budget, 1986

Program outline, 1986

Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island Foundation grassroots campaign
manual, 1982

Meeting agendas, 1986

Event programs, 1985-1986

Media, 1985-1986

Promotional materials, 1985-1986

NP 1.1 Ticket proofs, 1986

BOX 36 School project, 1985-1986
Photographs, 1986
Assorted materials, 1985-1986
First National Bank of Boston/ Merrill Lynch, 1984
"Future of a Region" conference
General, 1986
Participant biographies, 1986
Greater Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council, 1984-1986
Harvard program, 1986
Hazardous materials transportation, 1986
Health department
Requests for ordinances/resolutions, 1987

BOX 37 Activity reports, 1984-1987

Communicable diseases reports, 1987
Assorted materials, 1987
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Health policy and the Hispanic-American forum, 1988
Hi-Tech requests, 1982-1983
Howe, Dr. Richard, 1985-1986
Human resources and services
Memoranda
1986
1987
Requests for ordinances/resolutions, 1987
Management control reports
1986
1987
Budget reduction form, 1987
Social services needs survey, 1987
Grants, 1988
Assorted materials, 1986-1987
Immigration bill, 1986
Intergovernmental relations department
Weekly reports
1986
1986-1987
Invoices
Washington representative, 1986-1987
Office supplies, 1987
Subscriptions, 1985-1986
Printing, 1985-1986
Reproductions, 1985-1987
City/county, 1986-1987

BOX 38 American Public Power Association, 1986-1987
Travel authorizations, 1987
Reports
Report to the Human Development Policy Committee, 1986
Report to the Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources
Committee, 1986
Report to the Resolution Committee on Community and
Economic Development, 1986
Report to the Resolution Committee on Transportation and
Communications Policy, 1986
Report to the Resolution Committee on Finance,
Administration, and Intergovernmental Relations, 1986
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NP 1.1

BOX 38

BOX 39

Memoranda
1982-1987
1984-1985

Expenditures tables, 1988

Email

1986

1986-1987
Cash receipts, 1986
Tax incremental financing, 1986
Legislative correspondence, 1986
Conferences, 1986

International City Management Association [ICMA]

General, 1981
Conference

1984-1985

1984-1986

International relations department

Correspondence

1983-1986

1982-1986

1982-1986
Reports/essays

1979-1987

1985-1987

1985-1987
Conferences, 1983-1987
Assorted materials, 1982

Contact lists, 1986
Japan week, 1985
Labor Management Relations Committee
Agendas
1982-1983
1983
1984
1985-1986
Education and Training reports, 1981-1982
Employee programs/procedures, 1984
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BOX 40

Memoranda, 1982-1984
Library Foundation
Correspondence [funding requests], 1986
Grant proposals, 1984-1985; 1989
Literacy program, 1986
Legislation
1981
1986
1987-1988
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Commission, 1986-1988
Mayor's Ad Hoc Sports Committee, undated
Mission Landing project, 1986
Music of the Americas
Placido Domingo
Steering Committee
1985-1986
1986

"Thank yous," 1986

Newspaper clippings, 1986
Assorted materials, 1986
Correspondence, 1986
Memoranda, 1984-1986

National League of Cities conference

Correspondence

1986

1986
Invoices

1985-1987

1986
Planning meeting, 1986
Planning materials, 1986
Ordinances, 1987
Contracts, 1986
"San Antonio: Leading the way to the 21 century," 1986
Volunteers, 1986
Coors-La Soya statue, 1986
Budget, 1986
Local Arrangements, Inc., 1986
Promotional materials, 1986
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BOX 41 Schedule of events, 1986
Newspaper clippings, 1986
Entertainment, 1986
National Science Foundation Conference on Industrial Science and
Technological Innovation, 1984-1986
National Urban Conference on Federalism, 1981
National urban fellows, 1983-1984
Neighborhood targeting, 1984-1985
New initiatives
1983-1984
1983-1984
1982-1983
Newsweek project, 1981
NFL Committee
1984-1988
1988
O'Gorman mural, undated
Orion Air, 1986
Paseo del Alamo Water Cascade and Plaza, 1981
Pensions, 1981-1983
Portillo, Mrs. Jose Lopez, 1981
Prayer breakfast
1976-1988
1985
1987
1988

BOX 42 Presidential Advisory Committee on Federalism, ca. 1981
Records storage facility, 1988
Résumés, undated
Sample letters, 1982
San Antonio Coordinating Council on Economic Development
(SACCED)
1983
1983-1984
San Antonio technology recommendations
1981-1983
1983
San Antonio technology survey, 1983
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Scientific Advisory Board, 1985
Scottsdale delegation, 1986
Search warrants, 1987

Sesquicentennial
1982-1986
1985-1986
Southern Sector Task Force
1981
1981-1983
1985-1986
1986
Spanish ambassador, 1981
Spending cap, 1986
Target '90, 1984
Teacher-in-Space contest, 1985
Technology paper, 1982

NP 1.1 Technology survey results, 1983

BOX 42 Texas Business Emerging Symposium, 1983
Texas Municipal League, 1981

BOX 43 Texas Research and Technology Council, 1986
Tourism, 1987
United San Antonio, 1983
United Way, 1986-1987
U.S. Conference of Mayors, 1981-1982
VIA, 1986
Vista Verde South, 1985
Water, 1983-1988
Youth programs, 1984-1988
Printed materials
Articles
Henry Cisneros [refers to]
1981-1985
1982-1988
1982-1988
1983-1988
Assorted
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1981-1984
1982-1986

1983-1988
1983-1985
1984-1987
1982-1986
1981-1986
1981-1983
1981-1985
1984-1985
1982-1989

BOX 44 Reports

Assorted, 1970-1986

"American Agricultural Research Institute report," 1980

"San Antonio: A promising location for medical products
manufacturing,” 1981-1984

City of San Antonio presentation for Lic. E. Victoria, 1981

"Water, water conservation, and the Edwards aquifer," 1981

"Parking facilities report: feasibility study, banking corridor
parking garage," ca. 1981

"Establishment of a foreign-trade zone in San Antonio: A plan of
action, 1981

"Economic development through exports," 1982

"Del Rio: data file," ca. 1982

"San Antonio: A human resource and economic development
perspective,” 1982

"San Antonio's place in the technology economy: A review of
opportunities and a blueprint for action," 1982

"Feasibility study: Biotechnology research park," 1983

"San Antonio: A look at our economy," 1983-1986

"San Antonio: Target '90," 1983

"Report of the bipartisan commission on Central America,"
1984-1985

"Water for Texas: A comprehensive plan for the future,” 1984

"A conceptual study of the South Texas project on coal
conversion," 1984
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BOX 45

"City of San Antonio employee performance appraisal manual,"
1984

"Competitive advantage: Framing a strategy to support high-
growth firms," 1984

"Education for the biosciences in San Antonio," 1984

"S.E.R. jobs for Progress, Inc. supervisor manual," 1985

"Options for community service programming," 1985

"Mayor and council members council subcommittees," 1985

"Proyecto corazon: Un guia para conferencias y cursos in R.C.P.,"
1985

City of San Antonio dental benefits plan, 1985

"The future of a region," 1986

"San Antonio's development incentives," 1986

Student loan debt, 1986

"Comprehensive economic analysis of San Antonio," 1986

"The August 1986 special session: A preview," 1986

"Surface transportation and uniform relocation assistance act of
1986," 1986

"Analysis of provisions of the Tax Reform Act of 1986 affecting
tax exempt organizations," 1986

"City manager's Housing Task Force report related to Housing
Trust Fund," 1987-1988

"Discussions on libraries, literacy, and daycare," 1987

"Parking management proposal for the City of San Antonio,"
1987

Institute for studies in business, 1988

"Draft statement for the National Commission on Minority
Participation in Education and American Life sponsored by
the American Council on Education and the Education
Commission of the States," 1988

"Public libraries face California's ethnic and racial diversity,"
1988

"The Cisneros years: A report,” 1989

"Hazardous materials contingency plan," undated

"Texas Criminal Justice Summit," undated

Newsletters

1981-1988
1984-1987
1984-1987

Conference proceedings
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1981-1984

BOX 47 1984-1989
Creative works
The Obsession, 1986
How Far the Horizon, 1988
Brochures

Assorted, undated

San Antonio, undated

Corporate
A, 1984-1987
Auguste-Thouard Corporation, undated
Austin, undated
B, 1984
Bank of the Southwest, undated
Barshop Enterprises, undated
C, 1981-1987
Cyanamid, 1984
E-L, 1984-1985
Fairchild Aircraft Corporation, 1986
K-Tech, 1987
M, 1985-1986
N-O, 1984-1988
P-S, 1982-1984
Russ, Cline, and associates, 1987
Siemens, USA, 1984-1985
Southwest Research Institute

1984-1986
1985-1986

W-Z, undated
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