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ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY:

Nelson W. Wolff (b. 1940- ) was raised between San Antonio and Houston
graduating from Bellaire High School in 1959. After a short time at the University
of Texas, Wolff transferred to St. Mary’s University, where he graduated with
degrees in business administration and law. Along with his father and brothers,
Wolff ran the Alamo Enterprises (1961-1977), a roofing material wholesaler. After
selling Alamo Enterprises Building Supplies Co., Wolff along with his brothers
started the successful health food chain, Sun Harvest Farms (1978-1999). Wolff’s
first foray into politics was as a Texas State Representative (1971-1973), then as a
Texas State Senator (1973-1975), before losing two consecutive bids for the U.S.
House of Represenatives in 1974 and 1978. Wolff's entry into San Antonio
politics began as a councilman for District 8 (1987-1991), then as mayor of San
Antonio between 1991-1995. As mayor, Wolff led a successful campaign to have
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) signed in San Antonio, and
lifelong baseball fan, he was instrumental in building a new baseball stadium for
the San Antonio Missions in 1994, eponymously named for the mayor. During
Woltf’s term in office, he also oversaw the completion of a number of significant
projects started under the Cisneros administration, including the opening of a
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new Main Branch of the San Antonio Public Library, UTSA’s Downtown
campus, and the San Antonio Alamodome. Wolff's term as mayor was also
marked by the BRAC closing Kelly Air Force Base and struggles over the control
of San Antonio water supply. Since leaving office, Wolff has served as the county
judge of Bexar County and written two memoirs about his time in public office,
Mayor: An Inside View of San Antonio Politics, 1981-1995 and Transforming San
Antonio: An Insider’s View to the AT&T Arena, Toyota, the PGA Village, and the
Riverwalk Extension.

SCOPE AND CONTENT:

Records document the administration of Nelson Wolff as mayor of San Antonio
between 1991-1995. The records are organized into six series: administrative files
(10 ft.), department files (13 ft.), subject files (10 ft.), assorted printed materials (.5
tt.), and records of the assistant to the mayor (.5 ft.). The records document
several significant events during Wolff’s two terms as mayor, including Wolff’s
attempt to have NAFTA signed in San Antonio, his campaign against the closure
of San Antonio’s military bases by the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission, the city’s response to escalating gang and drug violence in the early
1990s, Wolff’s attempt to bring professional baseball to San Antonio, and state,
city, and local conflicts over Edwards aquifer and Applewhite Reservoir.

ARRANGEMENT:
I. Administrative files
A. Addresses
B. Agendas
C. Financial records
D. Press statements
E. Contacts
E. Appointment schedules
G. Telephone logs
H. Correspondence
II. Department files [A-Z]
III. Subject files [A-Z]
IV. Assorted
V. Assistant to the mayor

RESTRICTIONS:
Unrestricted access.
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PREFERRED CITATION:
[Box #, Folder title], Office of the Mayor, Nelson Wolff Records, 1983-1995, San
Antonio Municipal Archives.

INDEX TERMS
Persons:
Wolff, Nelson W., 1940-.
Organizations:
Alamodome (San Antonio, Tex.)
City Public Service (San Antonio, Tex.).
San Antonio Summit (1992 : San Antonio, Tex.).
San Antonio Water System (Tex.).
United States. Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission.
Subjects:
San Antonio (Tex.)—Baseball.
Canada. Treaties, etc. 1992 Oct. 7.
Endangered species — Law and legislation — United States.
Gangs—Texas—San Antonio (Tex.).
Military base closures —Texas—San Antonio (Tex.).
Water-supply -Management — History —Texas — San Antonio (Tex.).
San Antonio (Tex.)—Politics and government—History.
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INVENTORY:
Location Contents

BOX1 Administrative files
State of the city addresses
1991
1992
1993
Mayor's agenda
1991
1993
1993-1994
City council agendas, 1991-1995
City council subcommittees, 1992
Financial records
Travel authorizations, 1991-1992
Courier receipts, 1993-1994
Press statements, 1992-1994
Contacts, undated
Appointment schedules
May-August, 1991
September, 1991-February, 1992
March-July, 1992
August-December, 1992
January-May, 1993
June-December, 1993
January-May, 1994
June-December, 1994
January-May, 1995
Telephone logs
July 13, 1992-March 4, 1993
November 13, 1992-January 25, 1993
January 20-March 29, 1993

BOX 2 January 25-March 9, 1993
March 4-December 6, 1993
March 9-April 14, 1993
March 29-April 29, 1993
April 15-May 24, 1993
April 29-May 21, 1993
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May 24-June 22, 1993

May 24-July 14, 1993

June 22-July 22, 1993

July 14-September 27, 1993

July 22-September 7, 1993

August 9-October 21, 1993
September 27-December 23, 1993
October 22-December 9, 1993
November 24, 1993-January 25, 1994
December 10, 1993-January 28, 1994

BOX 3 January 25-April 12, 1994
April 12-June 28, 1994
June 28-August 29, 1994
August 29-October 28, 1994
October 28, 1994-January 12, 1995
December 16, [19927?]-September 6, [19937]
Correspondence
Log of routed mail, 1991-1992
General
May-June, 1991
June, 1991
July, 1991
August, 1991
BOX 3 September, 1991

BOX 4 October, 1991
NP 1.2 Flood insurance maps, 1991
BOX 4 November, 1991
December, 1991
January, 1992
NP 1.2 Pan American Logistics Center, 1992
BOX 4 February, 1992

March, 1992
April, 1992
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NP 1.2 Oversized children's letter, 1992

BOX 4 May, 1992
BOX 5 June, 1992
July, 1992

August, 1992
September, 1992
October, 1992
November, 1992
December, 1992
January, 1993
February, 1993

BOX 6 March, 1993
April, 1993
May, 1993
June, 1993
July, 1993
August, 1993

BOX 7 September, 1993
October, 1993
November, 1993
December, 1993
January, 1994
February, 1994
March, 1994
April, 1994

BOX 8 May, 1994
June, 1994
July, 1994
August, 1994
September, 1994
October, 1994
November, 1994
December, 1994
January, 1995
February, 1995
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BOX 9

BOX 10

Nelson Wolff Records, 1983-1995

March, 1995
April, 1995
May, 1995
Thank you letters
June-July, 1993
August-December, 1993

January-February, 1994
March-April, 1994
April-May, 1994
May-June, 1994
July-September, 1994
October-November, 1994
December, 1994
January-March, 1995
April-May, 1995

Letters of support
January-July, 1993
August-December, 1993
January-May, 1994
June-October, 1994
October-December, 1994
January-May, 1995

Congratulation letters
1992-1993

1993
1994
1995
Greeting letters
1991-1993
1993
1994
1994
1995
Board appointments
1991-1992
1993
1994
1995
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Department files
Alamodome
1991-1992
1993

BOX 11 1994
1995
"Route selection: Parsons St. to Grandview 138 KV
transmission line," City Public Service, 1991
"Alamodome transportation operations plan," undated
"Small and minority business advocacy (SMBA) program," 1990
"Alamodome project conceptual plan update,” 1994
"Alamodome project conceptual plan for near-term action
items," 1994
"City of San Antonio Alamodome operations financial report
and management review," 1994
"Stadium election and contingent construction and operation
agreement," 1988
Arts and cultural affairs
1992-1993
1994
1994-1995
Aviation
1992
1993
1994
Airport art display, 1994
1995
Building inspections, 1992-1995
City clerk
1992-1994
1994
City council
Ayala, Helen [District 6], 1993

BOX 12 Burke, Lynda Billa [District 3]
1991
1993
Dutmer, Helen [District 3]
1990-1991
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BOX 13

1991
Labatt, Weir [District 9]

1991

1991-1993
Larson, Lyle [District 10]

1989-1991

1991

1992-1993

1993
Martinez, Walter [District 5], 1991
Nieto, Reynaldo [District 4], 1993
Perez, Roger [District 1], 1993
Pierce, Frank P. [District 2]

1991

1993
Solis, Juan III [District 5], 1993

Thompson, William [District 6]
1990-1991
1991
Thornton, William [District 8]
1991
1992-1993
Webb, Joe [District 2], 1990-1991
Wing, Frank [District 4], 1991-1993
Vera, Yolanda [District 7], 1991

City manager

1991
1993-1994
1994
1995

Code compliance

1993
1994-1995

BOX 14 Community initiatives
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1994
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Convention and visitors' bureau

1991-1993

1993

1994

1994-1995

"Economic impact analysis and financial plan," 1991

"The Henry B. Gonzalez convention center expansion citizens'
committee report: conclusions and recommendations,"
undated

"Expansion feasibility analysis," 1991

House Ways and Means Committee hearing testimony, 1993

Department of economic and employment development (DEED)

BOX 15

1991

1991
1992
1993
1994
1994-1995

Finance department

BOX 16

1991-1992

1992
1993
1994
1995

Fire department

1991
1992

"Staff recommendations to SAFD Blue Ribbon Committee," 1992

1993

1994

"Draft—Collective bargaining agreement by and between the
City of San Antonio and the San Antonio Police Officers
Association," 1995

Health department
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BOX 17

BOX 18

NP 1.2

BOX 19

1993
1994
1995
Housing authority, 1992-1994
Housing and community development
1993
1994
1995
Information services, 1993-1995
Intergovernmental relations
1991-1992
1993
1994
1995
Internal review, 1993-1995

International relations
1991
1992
1993
1994
Legal [City attorney]
1991
1992
1993
1994-1995
Library
1991

Turner, Drexel, "Going South: The New San Antonio Main

Library," 1991

1992

1994-1995
Management services

1991

1992

1993

1994-1995
Market Square, 1992-1995
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Municipal court

1991-1993
1994-1995

Parks and recreation

BOX 20

1991
1992
1993

1993
1994
1995

Planning department

BOX 21

NP 1.2

1991
1992
1993

1993
1994
1995

Boerne ET] map, 1995

BOX 21 Police department

BOX 22

1991
1992
1993
1994

1994
1995

Public utilities

1991
1992
1993-1994

Public works department
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NP 1.2

BOX 22

BOX 23

NP 1.2

BOX 23

BOX 24

1995
Map of proposed Wurzbach parkway, undated

Purchasing and general services

1992

1993

1994
San Antonio Development Agency (SADA), 1993-1994
San Antonio Water System

1993

1993
1994

Youth initiatives
1992-1993
1994
1994-1995

Subject files

Alamo, 1993

Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG), 1992-1993
Alamo Bowl, 1993-1994

America 2000, 1991-1992

Applewhite reservoir, 1991-1993

Applewhite Reservoir Bexar County, Texas, Historical oil and
gas development, 1988

Attorney general [Texas], 1992-1994
Aztec theater, undated
Baseball
1991-1992
1991-1993
1993-1994
Baseball Advisory Team (BAT), 1992-1994
Base Realignment and Closure Task Force (BRAC)
1992-1994
1994

1994
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NP 1.2

BOX 24

BOX 25

BOX 26

Board of Pardon and Paroles, 1993
Border conference, 1993

Boycott [minority contracts], 1992
Brooks Air Force Base, 1995

Brooks AFB street map, undated

Business leaders' advisory lunch
1991
1991-1992
1992
1992-1993
1993

1993-1994
1994
1995
Cardenas, Ruben, 1994
Casino gambling, 1994
Center for the Study of Western Hemispheric Trade
1991
1991-1993
Central Hockey League, 1993
Child care, 1993
Children's hospital, 1992-1993
City-county consolidation, 1994-1995
City flag, 1992-1993
City Public Service (CPS),
1991-1993
1993
1993-1995
Coalition ("The CQO"), 1992
Connally, John (re: renaming Loop 410), 1993
COPS (Communities Organized for Public Service), 1991-1994
Criminal justice system
1992-1994

1994
Cuatro Caminos, 1991-1993
Curfews, 1991
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BOX 26

NP 1.2

BOX 26

BOX 27

BOX 27

Design San Antonio, 1992-1993
Drug summit, 1992

Summit organization chart, ca. 1992
Newspaper clippings, 1992

Endangered Species Act
1992-1993
1992-1993
1993-1994
1994
1992-1995
1994-1995
Ethics Committee
1991

1991-1993
1993-1995
Fiesta San Antonio Commission, 1993-1994
Fortune 500 meeting, 1992
Free Trade Alliance San Antonio, 1995
Gangs
1991
1991-1992
Gang summit, 1991
German Heritage Park, 1991
Government Canyon, 1992-1994
Greater Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council
1991-1993
1992-1994
Greater Chamber of Commerce, 1992-1994

Greater San Antonio Crime Prevention Commission, 1992
Guadalajara relief fund, 1992

Guns, 1993-1994

HemisFair '68 25 anniversary, 1993

High speed rail service, 1991-1993

Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 1993-1995
International Crossroads Mayoral Summit
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BOX 28

NP 1.2

BOX 28

NP 1.2

BOX 28

BOX 29

1993

1993
Job Training Partnership Act (JPTA)
1991
1991-1993
1993-1995
Judicial sentencing, 1992-1993
Kelly Air Force Base
1993
1993-1994
King, Don [Whittaker v. Chavez], 1993

Newspaper clippings, 1992

King, Martin Luther Committee, 1991-1994
Koch refinery, 1994

Street map, S.E. Loop 410-E. Houston St., undated
Las Casas [Majestic theatre], 1991-1993

Levi Strauss, 1991-1994
Metro Alliance [Project Quest], 1993-1994
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), 1993-1995
Meza, Raul, 1993
Milam Park, undated
Mission trails, 1994
M.U.S.C.L.E. (Mayors United on Safety, Crime, and Law
Enforcement]
1991-1993
1992-1993
1991-1992
1992-1993
1992
1991-1993
National Football League (N.F.L.), 1991
National League of Cities, 1991
Navy [posture statement], 1994
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
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BOX 30

NP 1.2

BOX 30

BOX 31

NP 1.2

BOX 31

Assorted
1991
1992

1992-1993
1993
Initialing in San Antonio, 1991-1992

Newspaper clippings, 1992

Ozzy Osborne, 1982-1985
Paragon Cable
1991-1993
1993-1995
Ready-to-go project, 1992-1993
Regional airport, 1991-1993
Richards, Governor Ann, 1994
St. Mary's University, 1993-1994
St. Philip's College, 1993
San Antonio Children's Museum, undated
San Antonio Education Partnership, 1992-1993
San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 1992
San Antonio Light, 1992-1993
San Antonio 2000 Education Coalition, 1991-1993

San Antonio Spurs, 1991-1993
Poster, "Its your best move, stay in school," undated

San Antonio Symphony, 1993-1994

San Antonio Works, 1993

San Antonio Youth Commission, 1992

Sierra Club lawsuit, 1992-1994

Smart schools, 1993-1994

Southwestern Bell, 1992-1993

Song of San Antonio, 1985

Team SA [San Antonio Sports Foundation], 1993-1994
Texas Dept. of Transportation, 1993

Texas Engineering and Extension Service, 1992
Texas Municipal League, 1991-1992
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Texas Water Commission, 1991-1993

Texas Water Development Board, 1992-1995
Trinity University, 1992

TRTF technology incubator, 1992

U.S. Conference of Mayors, 1991-1993

NP 1.2 U.S. Mayor, vol. 60, issue 13, 1993

BOX 31 U.S. Olympic Festival '93, 1992
UTSA downtown campus, 1991-1993

NP 1.2 UTSA downtown campus map, 1994
BOX 31 VIA
1992-1995
BOX 32 1994-1995
Vision 2020, 1990-1992
Water
Correspondence
1989-1991
NP 1.2 Map of San Antonio Ranch endangered species habitat,
1991
BOX 32 1992
1992-1993
1994
NP 1.2 SAWS map of Mitchell Lake, 1994
BOX 32 Memoranda, 1991-1995
Testimony

Subcommittee on Environmental and Natural Resources
San Antonio Hearing, 1993
San Marcos Hearing, 1993

BOX 33 Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries [Hearing on
the Endangered Species Act], 1993
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NP 1.2

BOX 33

NP 1.2

BOX 33

NP 1.2

BOX 34

Nelson Wolff Records, 1983-1995

Senate Environmental Protection Subcommittee,
Endangered Species Act Re-authorization
subcommittee —briefing book, 1993

Assorted testimony, 1994

Mayor's statements/position papers, 1991-1994
City council committee on the Edwards aquifer, 1991-1994

Map of significant recharge features of Bexar County,
undated

Texas Water Commission hearing, 1991-1992
2050 Committee, 1994

"The case for new legislation for the Edwards Aquifer," 1993
"The water issue: A special report to San Antonio voters," ca.
1994

Legislation
City council resolutions, 1989-1995
City council ordinances
1991-1994
1990-1994
City of San Antonio Water System revenue refunding
bonds, 1992
Petition to augment springs and recharge the Edwards
aquifer, 1992
HB 1477, 1993
Proposed final rules for the management of the Edwards
aquifer (underground river), 1992
Rules for Edwards aquifer [Texas Water
Commission], 1992-1993
Edwards Underground Water District rules for demand
management, 1991

Summary of Edwards aquifer protection program
regulations, 1993

Donor contact lists, undated
Operation Water Conservation, 1984

Litigation
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NP 1.2

BOX 34

Nelson Wolff Records, 1983-1995

State of Texas v. Edwards Underground Water District, 1994
Sierra Club v. Bruce Babbitt

1993-1995

1994
Sierra Club v. Manuel Lujan, 1993

Reports

"Water consolidation study report to city council," 1990

"Imbalance of the Endangered Species Act threatens San
Antonio," 1992

"Assessment of the Endangered Species Act," 1992

"Aquifer protection 21% century water plan," 1994

"The performance of institutions for groundwater
management,” 1988

"Suggested design and construction of Edwards aquifer
wells," undated

"Edwards aquifer storage assessment, Kinney County to
Hays County, Texas," 1993

"Regional water resources plan," 1988

"The Edwards aquifer: San Antonio mandates for water
quality protection,” 1994

"Edwards Underground Water District: annual report," 1992

"Edwards aquifer groundwater protection program central
Texas region," 1993

"San Antonio water conservation plan," 1984

"San Antonio water resource management plan," undated

"Outline of speech on the San Antonio regional water plan,"
1990

"Greater San Antonio area citizen's committee on water,"
1992

"Emergency withdrawal reduction plan for Edwards
aquifer," 1994-1995

"Compilation of hydrologic data for the Edwards aquifer,
San Antonio area, Texas, 1991, with 1934-90 summary,"
1991

Edwards aquifer data collection maps, 1991

Articles

1983-1994
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NP 1.2 Assorted oversized newspaper clippings, 1963-1994
"Water resources of the Edwards aquifer region,"
undated

BOX 34 1992-1995
Notes, 1992
Assorted, 1991-1994
Weed and Seed program, 1992-1993

BOX 35 Assorted
Newspaper clippings, 1991-1993
Printed material, 1990-1994
Audio cassettes
John Hall, Texas Water Commission, 1992
Dr. Buckner Fanning, "Turning anger into action,"
1993
1994
L.E. Morris and C.C. Mathewson, "We call her the San Antone,"
1993
Garold Curo, "Commuter," 1994
Assistant to the Mayor
Shirl Thomas
Invoices/memoranda
1991
1992
1993
Beth Costello
Correspondence/memoranda
1993
1994
1995
Travel expenses, 1993-1994
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