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ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY:

Walter W. McAllister (1889-1984) was a prominent local San Antonio
businessman and banker. He founded the San Antonio Savings Association in
1921. He also established the San Antonio Union Junior College District (now
Alamo Community College) in 1945 and served as its first president. In 1953,
President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed McAllister chairman of the Federal
Home Loan Bank Board, the federal agency supervising savings and loan
associations. He served in Washington D.C. until 1956 and then returned to San
Antonio. In 1960 he was appointed to the San Antonio City Council to fill an
unexpired term and was elected Mayor in April, 1961. He was elected to five
two year terms as mayor from 1961-1971. During his tenure as Mayor, San
Antonio hosted the 1968 HemisFair World’s Fair, which McAllister served as an
honorary co-chairman along with Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez. He died in
San Antonio in 1984 at the age of 95.

SCOPE AND CONTENT:

Records document the Office of Mayorof the City of San Antonio during Walter
W. McAllister tenure from 1961-1971. They include correspondence and subject
tiles. From 1961-1963 the correspondence was filed chronologically and from
1966-1971 the correspondence was filed alphabetically by correspondent. Some
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of the early correspondence also includes letters to the San Antonio City Council.
The subject files are arranged alphabetically by topic. McAllister was a staunch
conservative Republican and some of his correspondence reflects his strongly
held views on topics of the day such as communism, race relations, labor issues,
and the war in Vietnam. Of special interest is his correspondence with prominent
Texas and national politicians, references to the HemisFair 68 World’s Fair, and
an itinerary and travelogue of a European vacation Mayor and Mrs. McAllister
took to Europe in the fall of 1965.

ARRANGEMENT:
I. Correspondence
A. General
B. Alphabetical
II. Subject files

RESTRICTIONS:
Unrestricted access.

PREFERRED CITATION:
[Box #, Folder title], Office of the Mayor, Walter W. McAllister Records, 1961-
1971, San Antonio Municipal Archives.

INDEX TERMS
Persons:
McAllister, Walter W., 1889-.
Gonzalez, Henry B. (Henry Barbosa), 1916-2000.
Organizations:
City Public Service Board of San Antonio, Texas.
San Antonio City Water Board.
Fiesta San Antonio Commission.
San Antonio (Tex.).Urban Renewal Dept.
San Antonio River Authority.
Model Cities Program (San Antonio, Tex.).
San Antonio (Tex.) Police Dept.
San Antonio Transit System.
Subjects:
HemisFair (1968: San Antonio, Tex.)
Water-supply -Management — History —Texas — San Antonio (Tex.).
San Antonio (Tex.)—Politics and government—History.
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INVENTORY:
Location Contents

BOX 1 Correspondence, 1961-1963
General
1961
August-September
October-December
1962
January-March
April-June
July-December
1963
January-June
July-December
Announcements, 1962-1963
Complaints, 1961-1963
1961
1962
February-June
July-December
1963
January-June
July-December
Congratulations on reelection, April, 1963
Invitations, 1961-1963
1961
1962
1963
January-June
July-December
Thank you letters, 1962-1963
1962
Sent
Received
1963
Sent
Received

BOX 2 Rosters, data sent to new city councilmen, undated
Letters sent to Mayor and City Councilmen, August-December, 1961
City Manager’s position, applications and resumes, October-November, 1961
Letters to City Council, 1962-1963
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1962
1963
January-June
July-December
Alphabetical correspondence files, 1966-1971
1966
A
B
C
Govenor John Conally
D,E F
G
Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez
H
Vice President Hubert Humphrey
L]

President and Mrs. Johnson

LZLOR

Senator John Tower
U V,W
Y, Z
Senator Ralph Yarborough
1967
A
B
C
Govenor John Conally
D
E F
G
Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez
H
Vice President Hubert Humphrey
L]
K
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WY ZZ

Lt. Govenor Preston Smith

UV
w
Z

BOX 3 1968
A
B
C
Govenor John Conally
D
E F, G
Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez
H

L]

President and Mrs. Johnson

ZEER
©)

Hw Rz

UV, W

1969

OmHgONw >

Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez

e
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], K

O
President Nixon
P, Q
R
George Romney, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
S
Govenor Preston Smith
T
UV
W, Y, Z

L
M
N,

BOX 4 1970
A, B
C D
E F
G
Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez
H, I
J,K
L, M
N, O
P, R
S
Govenor Preston Smith
T
Senator John Tower
U,V
W, Y

1971
A-M
N-Y
Subject Files
Airport, 1970
Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG), 1965-1971
American Academy of Achievement, 1967
Annexations, 1963-1970
City Public Service Board (CPSB), 1961-1971
General correspondence, 1961-1964, 1968-1971
Employee practices
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1963, 1967
1968
1969-1971
Rates, 1965
Reports, 1968-1971
City Water Board (CWB), 1968-1971
General correspondence
1968-1969
1970
1971
Olmos Park, 1961-1962, 1967-1969

BOX 5 Civil Aeronautics Board, 1967-1969
Community Relations Committee, 1967-1970
Complaints, 1969
Conservation Society, 1961-1970
Convention Center
General correspondence, 1964-1970
Southwest Research Institute proposal, 1964
Council of Mayors, 1965-1966, 1970
Dogs, use of strays in medical research, 1962
Downtown Association, 1967-1969
Economic Opportunities Development Corporation (EODC)
1968-1971
1968-1969
1970-1971
European vacation, itinerary, and travelogue, 1965
Fiesta San Antonio Commission, Inc.
1964-1971
1964-1965
1969-1971
Fine Arts Commission, 1965
Fire Department, 1967-1969
Food Stamp program, 1967-1971
Governor’s (Preston Smith) Commission on Urban Affairs, 1970-1971
HemisFair '68, inventories of items donated to the city by foreign pavilions, 1968
Hospital District, 1966-1967
Housing Authority (SAHA), 1963, 1965, 1967-1971
Kelly AFB San Antonio Air Materiel Area (SAAMA), MOPAC overpass, 1970
Leon Valley deincorporation, 1963, 1968-1969
Library, 1968-1971
Mexico trip, Torreon, Coahuila, September, 1963
Model Cities Program
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1966
1967
1968
1969
1970-1971

BOX 6 North Expressway, 1960-1963
Pension Fund for Firemen and Policemen, 1961, 1963, 1969-1971
Police Department, 1967-1971
General correspondence, 1967-1971
Alleged police brutality, 1968
Civilian Review Board, 1967-1970
Race relations, integration, 1967-1970
San Antonio Little Theatre (SALT), 1968-1969
San Antonio Neighborhood Youth Organization (SANYO), 1970
San Antonio River Authority (SARA), 1967-1971
San Antonio Tower Corporation (Tower of the Americas), 1965-1966
Sign ordinance, 1971
Texas Municipal League
General correspondence, 1966
Constitution, 1970
Transit System, 1967-1971
General correspondence
1967-1969
1970-1971
Strike, September, 1969
Downtown Bus Stop Study, October-November, 1969
Reports
U.S. Conference of Mayors, correspondence and newsletters, 1961-1964
University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA), 1969-1970
Urban Renewal
General correspondence, 1965-1971
Rosa Verde Project, 1966-1970
Visitor Services Inc. (HemisFair '68 hotel accommodations)
1966-1968
1966-1967
1968
Zoning, 1966-1970
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