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water pipe and fittings shall be continuously wrapped with purple-colored Mylar tape. The 
wrapping tape shall have a minimum nominal thickness of 0.0005 inch (0.127 mm) and a 
minimum width of two inches (51 mm). Tape shall be fabricated of polyvinyl chloride with a 
synthetic rubber adhesive and a clear polypropylene protective coating or approved equal. 
The tape shall be purple (Pantone color #512) and shall be imprinted in nominal 0.5 inch 
(12.7 mm) high, black uppercase letters with the words "CAUTION: RECLAIMED 
WATER, DO NOT DRINK." The lettering shall be imprinted in two parallel lines, such 
that after wrapping the pipe a full line of text shall be visible. Wrapping tape is not required 
for buried PVC pipe manufactured with purple color integral to the plastic and marked on 
opposite sides to read "CAUTION: RECLAIMED WATER, DO NOT DRINK" in 
intervals not to exceed three feet (914 mm). All valves, except fixture supply control valves, 
shall be equipped with a locking feature. All mechanical equipment that is appurtenant to the 
reclaimed/recycled water system shall be painted purple to match the Mylar wrapping tape. 

1304.5 Tests and inspections. Reclaimed/recycled water piping shall be tested as outlined 
in this code for testing of potable water piping. 

1304.5.1 An initial and subsequent annual cross connection inspection and test shall be 
performed on the potable and reclaimed/recycled water systems and any other water 
systems as follows: 

1304.5.1.1 Visual Dual System Inspection. Prior to commencing the cross 
connection testing, a dual system inspection shall be conducted as follows by the code 
o[ficial and other authorities having jurisdiction: 

1. Meter locations of the recycled water and potable water lines shall be checked to 
verify that no modifications were made, and that no cross connections are visible. 

2. All pumps and equipment, equipment room signs, and exposed piping in the 
equipment room shall be checked. 

3. All valves shall be checked to ensure that valve lock seals are still in place and 
intact. All valve control door signs shall be checked to verify that no signs have 
been removed. 

1304.5.1.2 Cross connection test. The following procedure shall be followed by the 
applicant in the presence of the code o[ficial and other authorities having jurisdiction 
to determine whether a cross connection occurred: 

1. The potable water system shall be activated and pressurized. The 
reclaimed/recycled water system shall be shut down and completely drained. 

2. The potable water system shall remain pressurized for a minimum period of time 
specified by the code o[ficial while the reclaimed/recycled water system is empty. 
The minimum period the reclaimed/recycled water system is to remain 
depressurized shall be determined on a case-by-case basis, taking into account the 
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size and complexity of the potable and reclaimed/recycled water distribution 
systems, but in no case shall that period be less than one hour. 

l" All fixtures, potable and reclaimed/recycled, shall be tested and inspected for 
t1ow. Flow from any reclaimed/recycled water system outlet shall indicate a cross 
connection. No t10w from a potable water outlet would indicate that it may be 
connected to the reclaimed/recycled water system. 

4. The drain on the reclaimed/recycled water system shall be checked fo r t10w 
during the test and at the end of the period. 

5. The potable water system shall then be completely drained. 

6. The reclaimed/recycled water system shall then be activated and pressurized. 

7. The reclaimed/recycled water system shall remain pressurized for a minimum 
period of time specified by the code official while the potable water system is 
empty. The minimum period the potable water system is to remain depressurized 
shall be determined on a case-by-case basis, but in no case shall that period be 
less than one hour. 

8. All fixtures, potable and reclaimed/recycled, shall be tested and inspected for 
t1ow. Flow from any potable water system outlet shall indicate a cross 
connection. No t10w from a reclaimed/recycled water outlet would indicate that it 
may be connected to the potable water system. 

9. The drain on the potable water system shall be checked for t10w during the test 
and at the end of the period . 

.ill: If there is no t10w detected in any of the fixtures that would have indicated a cross 
connection, the potable water system shall be repressurized. 

1304.5.1.3 In the event that a cross connection is discovered, the following 
procedure, in the presence of the code official, shall be activated immediately: 

L Reclaimed/recycled water piping to the building shall be shut down at the meter, 
and the reclaimed/recycled water riser shall be drained. 

2. Potable water piping to the building shall be shut down at the meter. 

3. The cross connection shall be uncovered and disconnected. 

4. The building shall be retested following procedures listed In subsections 
1304.5.1.1 and 1304.5.1.2 above. 

i The potable water system shall be chlorinated with 50 ppm chlorine for 24 hours. 
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6. The potable water system shall be flushed after 24 hours, and a standard 
bacteriological test shall be performed. If test results are acceptable, the potable 
water system may be recharged. 

1304.5.2 An annual inspection of the reclaimed/recycled water system, following the 
procedures listed in subsection 1304.5.1.1, shall be required. Annual cross connection 
testing, following the procedures listed in subsection 1304.5.1.2, shall be required by the 
water purveyor providing the reclaimed/recycled water to the site, unless site conditions 
do not require it. In no event shall the test occur less often than once in four years. 
Alternate testing requirements may be allowed for institutional buildings. 

1304.6 Approved Uses of Reclaimed/Recycled Water. Reclaimed/recycled water is 
allowed in all nomesidential buildings to supply fixtures as specified in this appendix, except 
where prohibited by statute, regulation, or ordinance. 

Exception: Reclaimed water such as rainwater harvesting and Ale condensate shall 
also be approved for residential lawn irrigation applications. 

1304.7 Sign age. 

1304.7.1 Room Entrance Signs. All installations using reclaimed/recycled water for 
water closets and/or urinals shall be identified with the proper signage. Each sign shall 
contain 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) letters of a highly visible color on a contrasting background. 
The location of each sign shall be such that the sign shall be visible to all users. The 
number and location of signs shall be approved by the code official and shall contain the 
following text: 

TO CONSERVE WATER, THIS 
BUILDING USES RECLAIMED WATER 

TO FLUSH TOILETS AND URINALS. 

1304.7.2 Equipment Room Signs. Each equipment room containing reclaimed/recycled 
water equipment shall have a sign posted with the following wording in one inch (25.4 
mm) letters on a purple background and shall contain the following text: 

CAUTION - RECLAIMED WATER. 
DO NOT DRINK. DO NOT CONNECT 

TO DRINKING WATER SYSTEM. 

The following sign shall be posted in a location that is visible to anyone working on or 
near reclaimed/recycled water equipment: 

NOTICE: CONTACT BUILDING 
MANAGEMENT BEFORE PERFORMING 
ANY WORK ON THIS WATER SYSTEM. 
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1304.7.3 Valve Access Door Signs. Each reclaimed/recycled water valve within a wall 
shall have its access door into the wall equipped with a warning sign approximately six 
inches by six inches (152 mm x 152 mm) with wording in 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) letters on a 
purple background. The size, shape, and format of the sign shall be substantially the same 
as that specified in subsection (B) above The signs shall be attached inside the access 
door frame and shall hang in the center of the access door frame. This sign requirement 
shall be applicable to any and all access doors, hatches, etc., leading to 
reclaimed/recycled water piping and appurtenances. 

1304.7.4 Valve Seals. Each valve or appurtenance shall be sealed in a manner approved 
by the Code Official after the reclaimed/recycled water system has been approved and 
placed into operation. These seals shall either be a crimped lead wire seal or a plastic 
breakaway seal which, if broken after system approval, shall be deemed conclusive 
evidence that the reclaimed/recycled water system has been accessed. The seals shall be 
purple with the words "RECLAIMED WATER" and shall be supplied by the 
reclaimed/recycled water purveyor or by other arrangements acceptable to the code 
o(ficial. 

Sec. 10-83 Fee Schedule. 

Plumbing, Gas, Sewer 

Plumbing License and Registration Fees 

Water Treatment Contractor Annual State License Registration Fee $85.00 

Annual Irrigation Contractor Registration Fee $85.00 

Plumbing, Gas, Sewer Permit Fees 

Plumbing Inspection (Basic Fee) $50.00 

Fixture; Roof Drain; Reverse Osmosis (per unit) $7.00 

Grease Trap; Oil Separator; Sand Trap; Lint Trap; Neutralization Tank (or tank receiving discharge of 
liquid waste from fixtures); Drain, Appurtenance; Appliance 

0-500 gallons $12.00 

>500 gallons $17.00 

Water Heater, Vent (Gas/electric) $8.00 
--
Back-flow Prevention Device 

1/4"-34" $15.00 

1 " $20.00 

1 :~" $45.00 
1 1/." ; 2 $55.00 

2"+ $75.00 

Water Softener $17.00 

Underground Waterline 

0--100ft $10.00 
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101-250ft $15.00 

251-500ft $25.00 

501-1000ft $45.00 

1001-2000ft $75.00 

2001-3000ft $100.00 

Over 3001 ft (plus additional $25 for each 200ft or part thereof over 3001 ft) $125.00 

Irrigation System Inspection Fee $50.00 

Residential Landscape Irrigation System Permit Fee $50.00 

Commercial Landscape Irrigation System Permit Fee $100.00 

Gas Inspection (Basic Fee) $50.00 

1-5 openings (fee for each of the first five opening) $10.00 

>5 openings (fee for each opening over five) $3.00 

Gas Test; Extension (with 1 opening); Replace Gas Line; Split Meter; Move Meter; $8.00 
Butane Conversion (each) 

Sewer Inspection (Basic Fee) $50.00 

0-60 ft. $10.00 

61-150 ft $20.00 

151-300 ft $35.00 

301-500 ft. $50.00 

501-750 ft. $70.00 

751-1,000 ft. $110.00 

>1,000 ft. (plus $20.00 for each 150ft or part thereof over 1000ft $125.00 

Reclaim Water Line Openings Inspection $50.00 

1-4 openings (flat fee) $40.00 

>4 openings (fee for each opening over four) $5.00 
-_. 

Medical Gas Inspection (Basic Fee) (oxygen - Oz; nitrous oxide - NzO; medical compress $50.00 
air - MedAir Nitrogen - Nz; vacuum - Vac; carbon dioxide - COz; helium - He) 

1-5 openings (flat fee) $13.00 

>5 openings (fee for each opening over five) $3.00 

~. 

Building-related and Fire Codes Appeals and Advisory Board Fees 

Building-related and Fire Codes Appeal Fee $155.00 

Appeal to City Council $155.00 

-' 
Special Services for Plumbing 

After-hour Inspection Fee (per hour with 1 hour minimum) $100.00 
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Inspection for which no fee is specifically indicated (per hour with 1 hour minimum) $100.00 

Permit Refund Fee $50.00 

Permit Amendment Fee $10.00 

Inspection Schedule Fee (Free on-line) $3.00 

Re-inspection Fee $50.00 

Permit Processing Fee $10.00 

Permit extension fee: 50% of permit (plus cost of permit) 

Plumbing Plan Review only (without building plan number)-Per hour/1 hour minimum $100.00 

Open Permit Review Fee $3.00/Permit 

Rental ot Facility Fees: $125/hr (daily min. fee of $250; Max fee of $1000); Security Personnel: 
$15/hourlstaff (with 1 hour minimum); DSD Staff: $30/hourlstaff (with 1 hour min.); Custodian 
Service: $15/hour (with 2 hour min.) 

Commercial Existing 8acktlow Test and Maintenance Report: 

1-6 reports per address $5.00 

6-10 reports per address $30.00 

11-20 reports per address $35.00 

21-30 reports per address $40.00 

31-40 reports per address $45.00 

41 + reports per address, plus five dollars ($5.00) per each group of ten (10) test and $45.00 
maintenance reports or part thereof 

Residential Existing Backflow Test and Maintenance Report (per address) 5.00 

Sec. 10-84 through 10-90. Reserved. 

ARTICLE X. ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE 

The San Antonio City Council approves and adopts the recommendations of the Mayor's 
Sustainable Task Force: 

The city supports the adoption and implementation of energy provisions that result in energy 
savings of 15% or greater than the currently adopted code in 2008 (IECC 2000 with 2001 
supplement and ASHRAE 90.1 1999), the goal of 30% energy savings in 2012 over the currently 
adopted code in 2008 (IECC 2000 with 2001 supplement and ASHRAE 90.1 1999), the goal of 
net-zero carbon by 2030 with the intent to provide flexibility to permit the use of innovative 
approaches and techniques to achieve the effective use of energy and to reduce greenhouse gas 
and ozone precursor emissions in the city and which is not intended to abridge safety, health, or 
environmental requirements contained in other applicable codes or ordinances. 

The city approves the goals of the following recommendations of the sustainable building task 
force: 
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(1) That the planning and development services department, office of public utilities 
within finance, and the office of environmental policy coordinate with CPS 
Energy and San Antonio Water System (SAWS) to evaluate a new construction 
residential and commercial financial incentive program to include the provision 
of specific rebates or other incentives, with an ultimate goal of achieving net zero 
carbon by 2030 and be designed to reward improved performance in a scaled 
fashion, within the current limitations of all applicable laws and regulations. 

(2) That the city create a marketing and education awareness campaign which is a 
unified comprehensive community-wide outreach effort supporting an advanced 
sustainable buildings initiative. 

(3) That CPS Energy and SAWS provide existing rebate and incentive information to 
the city to coordinate and promote incentives to provide one-stop information. 

(4) That the planning and development services department, with assistance from the 
office of environmental policy, provide information on sustainable building 
practices and incentives to encourage residential and commercial developers to 
exceed minimum code requirements and serve as a clearinghouse for green 
building informationfrom a wide and ever-increasing variety ofsources. 

(5) That the city office of environmental policy coordinate education awareness with 
other agencies or organizations that include workshops, trainings, and seminars 
which will provide sustainable building practices for residential and commercial 
buildings that exceed minimum code requirements. 

(6) That the ci(y evaluate the feasibility of offering a property tax exemption for new 
homes and tax abatement or phase-in for new commercial buildings that achieve 
high energy performance levels, including participation in a third party verified 
green rating system addressing residential and commercial building. Such 
considerations may include a minimum HERS score for residential buildings. 

(7) That the city evaluate the feasibility of offering an additional amount of property 
tax abatement or phase-in for new homes and commercial buildings that utilize 
on-site renewable energy. 

(8) That the city office of environmental policy promote an annual San Antonio Green 
Leadership awards program to recognize all new residential and commercial 
builders, architects, and others that significantly exceed the minimum code and to 
post those names on the city's website and through additional public media 
outlets. 

(9) That CPS Energy and SAWS evaluate incentives and rebates to support energy 
and water conservation for programs that exceeds code and include such 
programs in a unified city-wide promotion. 
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(10) That the city evaluate the feasibility of funding for incentives through the planning 
and development services department, which could include fast-track permitting 
and reimbursement of fees, within the limitations of the current enterprise 
organization structure. 

(11) That energy incentives be provided to achieve 30% or greater savings above the 
currently adopted energy code; and 

(12) That a stakeholder sustainable building committee (SSBC) be formed which 
consists of representatives of architectural, engineering, construction, 
development, green building and building code professionals. Among other 
duties, the SSBC would monitor the implementation of the recommendations of 
the mayor's task force on sustainable buildings and meet as needed but not less 
often than every three years to review CGSA sustainability energy policies and 
goals. The SSBC would measure periodic progress and recommend the 
establishment or modification of interim goals to attain agreed long-term goals. 
Interim and long-term goals would be evaluated and recommended for 
amendment as required on the basis of sustainable environmental and community 
benefits, return on investment and practical impact on the regulated community. 
1n 2012 the interim goal would target 30% above the current code in effect in 
2008 (IECe 2000 with 2001 supplement and ASHRAE 90.1 1999),' incentives will 
increase proportionately to achieve greater savings. Finally, should the energy 
needs/uses of existing buildings be examined in the future, the SSBC would be 
charged with the responsibility to present recommendations to city council. 

Sec. 10-91. Adoption of International Energy Conservation Code (2009). 

The 2009 edition of the International Energy Conservation Code, promulgated by the 
International Code Council, Chapters 2 through 5, is adopted and incorporated in this article by 
reference as if fully set forth, except as it is amended by the following provisions of Section 10-
92. Provisions of this article are in addition to the provisions of the International Energy 
Conservation Code. The following provisions coinciding with the provisions of the International 
Energy Conservation Code supersede, or delete, when indicated, the corresponding provisions of 
the International Energy Conservation Code. 

All references within the model codes to any building, electrical, fuel gas, mechanical, plumbing, 
energy conservation, or existing building code shall be construed to be a reference to the 
respective building, electrical, fuel gas, mechanical, plumbing, energy conservation, or existing 
building code specifically adopted by reference in Articles II through XIII of this chapter. 

Sec. 10-92. Amendments to the adopted chapters of the International Energy Conservation 
Code (2009). 

Additions to the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) are shown as underlined text. 
Deletions of the IECC are shown as bracketed [strikethroughs]. 
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Section 402.4.2.2, Visual inspection option, is amended to read as follows: 

402.4.2.2 Visual inspection option. Building envelope tightness and insulation shall be 
considered acceptable when items in Table 402.4.2, applicable to methods of construction, 
are verified. [When required by the code (}jJieial, an] An approved party independent from 
the installer of the insulation shall inspect the air barrier and insulation. Insulation letters 
shall not be submitted to the Building Official prior to the inspection being performed and 
shall be submitted on a form approved by the Building O(ficial. 

Sec. 10-93 through 10-100. Reserved. 

ARTICLE XI. FIRE PREVENTION. 

Sec. 10-101. See Chapter 11, San Antonio Code. 

Sec. 10-102 through 10-110. Reserved. 

ARTICLE XII. LICENSING AND REGISTRATION. 

Sec. 10-111. Billboard operator license. 

(a) License required. All persons engaging in the business of erecting, painting, 
servicing or maintaining billboards or any other off-premises advertising sign 
shall, for the purposes of this chapter, be considered billboard operators and must 
be licensed to do business by the city. A license holder supplying his license for a 
firm or corporation doing business under this chapter shall not supply his license 
to a second firm or corporation. Any permit issued to the license holder shall be 
for work being done by the license holder and his firm or corporation. The 
licensing requirement shall not be applicable to employees or subcontractors 
performing work under the supervision of the licensed billboard operator. 

(b) Examination required; application. Before a billboard operator license may be 
issued, each person seeking such a license shall take an examination and file an 
application for the examination with the Building Official. 

(c) Qualifications. Prior to taking the examination required by this chapter, each 
applicant shall demonstrate to the Building Official an ability to read and write 
English, and show proof of at least four years practical experience at the trade 
working under a billboard operator. The applicant shall also submit to the 
Building Official an affidavit, duly sworn, setting forth his experience. Proof of 
the applicant's experience shall be included with the affidavit. 

(d) Examination fee; test score; issuance of license. Examinations are administered 
by an approved third party, and the associated examination fees are paid directly 
to the approved third party by the applicant. After the Building Official has 
approved the application, the applicant has passed the required examination, and 

140 



TM 12/1/2011 
Item No.9 

2012 Building -Related Code 

the applicant has paid the license fee in accordance with the city approved fee 
schedule, the Building Official shall issue the applicant a billboard operator 
license. 

(e) Vehicle identification. Any contractor engaged in erecting, installing, servicing, 
or maintaining a billboard shall ensure that all vehicles required to be on the job 
are identified with the contractor/company name and license number. Lettering 
on the vehicle shall be at least two inches high, and shall be in full view and 
legible at all times. 

Sec. 10-112 Commercial sign operator license. 

(a) License required. Any person engaged in the business of erecting, painting, 
maintaining or servicing commercial signs must be licensed as a commercial sign 
operator by the city. 

(b) Examination required; application. Before a billboard operator's license may 
be issued, each person seeking such a license shall take an examination and file an 
application for the examination with the Building Official. 

(c) Qualifications. Priorto taking the examination required by this chapter, each 
applicant shall demonstrate to the Building Official an ability to read and write 
English, and show proof of at least two years experience in commercial sign 
installation working under a licensed commercial sign operator, or a licensed 
commercial sign operator from another city provided that the licensing 
qualifications and examinations are similar in design and quality to that of the city 
as determined by the Building Official, or can show proof of at least four years 
experience in commercial sign installation, provided the verification of experience 
shall be provided to the Building Official in a manner established by written 
policy. The applicant shall also submit to the Building Official an affidavit, duly 
sworn, setting forth his experience. Proof of the applicant's experience shall be 
included with the affidavit. 

(d) Examination fee; test score; issuance of license. Examinations are administered 
by an approved third party, and the associated examination fees are paid directly 
to the approved third party by the applicant. After the Building Official has 
approved the application, the applicant has passed the required examination, and 
the applicant has paid the license fee in accordance with the city approved fee 
schedule, the Building Official shall issue the applicant a commercial sign 
operator license. 

Sec. 10-113. Electrical contractors and electrical sign contractors, installers, maintenance 
electricians; licenses and registrations. 

(a) Effect of State Licensing. Upon the State's enforcement of House Bill 1487, 
passed by the 78th session of the Texas Legislature that established the State 
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licensing of electricians, the City no longer licenses electricians through testing 
administered by the City. 

Exception: The Building Official will continue to renew those electrical licenses 
issued prior to the state's electrical license program. 

All provisions and regulations of this chapter referencing a license issued by the City 
shall also cover a license issued by the State. 

(b) State licensed electrical contractors and electrical sign contractors, 
registration. State licensed electrical contractors and electrical sign contractors 
shall register with the city before performing any electrical work or electrical sign 
work regulated by this chapter or Chapter 28, Signs and Billboards. The annual 
fee for such registration shall be established by city ordinance. 

(c) Licensing and Insurance Required 

(1) Qualifications of electricians. It shall be a violation of this chapter for a 
person who does not hold a license to engage in the electrical construction 
andlor electrical sign construction, for which a permit is required, or to 
undertake to execute such construction or to cause the undertaking of such 
construction. 

(2) Misrepresentation. It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person 
to represent themselves with any class of license or registration set forth in 
this code or to use the words "electrical contractor", "master electrician", 
"master sign electrician", "electrician", or words of similar import or 
meaning on signs, business cards, stationery, or by any other manner 
whatsoever, unless such person is properly registered/licensed within the 
meaning of the word used as provided in this chapter. 

(3) General liability and completed operation insurance. 

a. An electrical contractor, electrical sign contractor, residential 
appliance installation contractor or the holder of an annual 
electrical maintenance permit must continuously maintain on file 
with the Building Official in a form of a certificate addressed to the 
city showing the above referenced persons carrying the following 
types and amounts of insurance: bodily injury liability insurance 
of at least three hundred thousand dollars and property damage 
liability insurance of at least three hundred thousand dollars for 
both general liability and completed operations insurance. This 
amount shall equal the same amount as the state, should 
requirements be changed by the state. 
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b. The holder of any contractor's license is responsible for providing 
evidence of a new or renewal policy of any required msurance 
coverage upon termination or renewal of any policy. 

c. Any insurance certificate required by this code must be written 
through a company licensed to issue the insurance in the state of 
Texas and the insurance must be approved by office of the city 
attorney. 

d. Terms concurrent with license. Insurance policy terms may be 
concurrent with the two-year license terms and the insurance 
policy term may be prorated when it is approved by the code 
official as other than the two-year term. 

(d) Communication, Ready Access, and Vehicle Identification 

(1) Means of communication. Every electrical or electrical sign contractor 
shall maintain an established place of business, as defined in section 10-
113(d)(2) and shall establish a means to receive messages from the 
Building Official during the regular business hours. Acceptable means for 
receiving communications include, but are not limited to, a person 
available at the place of business, an answering machine, voice mail, a 
pager or a cellular telephone. 

(2) Master present for business. Master electricians or master sign 
electricians, on behalf of an electrical or electrical sign contractor, licensed 
by the city or the state, shall be present during construction related to that 
type of license. "Present" shall mean: on site, in the office, or available to 
be reached during the times of 7:45 AM and 4:30 PM Central Standard 
time. Upon request of the Building Official, master electricians shall make 
themselves available to meet on the job site. 

(3) Identification of vehicles. Each person engaged in electrical construction 
work shall identify all vehicles used for the transportation of materials, 
supplies, equipment or hand tools in the performance of such work with 
signs showing the name and type of business, the contractor's master 
electrician's license number and the state contractor's license number, if 
applicable, under which such electrical construction or electrical sign work 
is being conducted. For contractors operating with local license numbers, 
the number should be prefixed with EM or SM and those operating with 
state licenses shall have the TECL or TSCL. The signs shall be kept 
current at all times and shall be painted or comprised of permanently 
affixed decals displayed on each side of the vehicle. All letters and 
numbers shall be a minimum of two inches in height and shall be in full 
view and legible at all times. It shall be a violation of this chapter to use 
vehicles that do not comply with this section. 
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(e) Classifications of licenses and registrations. The following are the 
classifications of licenses and registrations regulated by this code: 

(1) 

(2) 

Licenses: 

a. Electrical contractor 

b. Electrical sign contractor 

c. Residential appliance installation contractor 

d. Master electrician 

e. Master sign electrician 

f. Journeyman electrician 

g. Journeyman sign electrician 

h. Electrical apprentice 

1. Electrical sign apprentice 

J. Maintenance electrician 

k. Residential wireman 

1. Residential appliance installer 

Registrations: 

a. Electrical maintenance technician 

b. Electrical sign technician. New electrical sign technician 
registrations are no longer offered. 

(f) Documentation. The Building Official shall adopt rules regarding the form of 
documentation that will be accepted as proof of compliance with any experience, 
verification of registration or license status, or other pertinent information the 
Building Official feels is relevant for inclusion. 

(g) Record of issuance. The Building Official shall maintain a record that is 
available to the general public of all licenses and registrations issued pursuant to 
this chapter. 
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(h) Licenses, registration cards and certificates. 

(1) A registration card, bearing the Building Official's signature, shall be 
issued to each person receiving a City registration or license. 

(2) Each such registration card shall expire at midnight of the renewal date. A 
new card shall be issued provided that the registration or license holder 
has complied with the regulations of this code pertaining to renewals. 

(3) Each registration certificate or card, when issued to an electrical 
contractor, electrical sign contractor, or residential appliance installation 
contractor shall be issued to a person and registered in the name of the 
firm by which the person is employed. The firm shall be known as the 
holder of such registration certificate or card and shall notify the code 
official if the licensee is no longer in its employment. No further permits 
will be issued to the firm based upon the previous license holder's name 
who is no longer employed by the firm. 

(4) It shall be a violation of this code for any person to alter or amend in any 
manner, lend, rent, or transfer a registration certificate or card, and for any 
person to make use of any such rights for which the person is not 
registered or licensed. 

(5) Each electrical contractor, electrical sign contractor, or residential 
appliance installation contractor shall display the registration certificate in 
a conspicuous place in the firm's place of business. Each holder of a 
registration card shall carry the registration card on his person at all times 
while performing electrical work, electrical sign work or residential 
appliance installation covered by this code and shall present it to the 
Building Official upon demand. 

(i) License expiration, renewal, and continuing education. A license may be 
renewed at any time within thirty days before the expiration date, unless such 
license has been revoked or canceled by the Building Official. Applicants shall 
show proof of having satisfactorily completed an accredited four-hour code study 
course, approved by the Building Official, for each year of renewal within the 24 
month immediately preceding such renewal. All electrical and sign licenses shall 
expire at midnight on the anniversary date of their issuance and shall be subject to 
renewal for a two year period of time. 

(j) Licenses not transferable. No license shall be transferred and no holder of any 
license shall allow his name or license to be used by any other person, either for 
the purpose of doing electrical construction or obtaining a permit under the 
penalty of forfeiture of license and payment of fines. 
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(k) Revocation of licenses. Any license or registration granted under this chapter 
may be canceled, revoked or suspended by the Building Official if the holder of 
such license or registration violates provisions of this chapter or any ordinance of 
the city relating to electrical work. When a license or registration is suspended, a 
new license or registration shall not be granted to the same person in violation of 
the terms of the suspension. Prior to taking any action identified in this section, 
the Building Official shall give at least 15 days of written notice to the license or 
registration holder to afford the individual or business an opportunity to present 
evidence that such action is not warranted. Notice may be personally delivered or 
deposited postage-paid, certified or registered mail with the United State Postal 
Service addressed to the last address shown on the records of the department. 

(I) License prerequisite to issuance of permit. A permit for electrical work or 
electrical sign work shall not be issued to any person unless such person is the 
holder of a license to perform the class of work described in such permit as 
provided in this chapter. An annual electrical maintenance permit required by this 
chapter shall not be issued unless the owner ofthe property provides evidence that 
the maintenance work will be performed by individuals qualified in accordance 
with § 1 0-6( c) of this chapter. 

(m) Change of name. Upon payment of the fee set by ordinance, posting of any 
necessary bonds and compliance with any other requirements of this chapter, the 
holder of a valid license may apply to the Building Official for a change on the 
name of a license. 

(n) Continuation of the business upon death, disability or termination of the 
business's master. Upon the death, disability or termination of electrical 
contractor or electrical sign contractor business, such business will be allowed to 
complete existing work for which permits had been obtained prior to the 
severance of such master provided insurance is posted, if applicable, and 
sufficient evidence is submitted to and approved by the Building Official as to the 
ability of the business to complete the work in accordance with the requirements 
of this chapter. Monthly approval may be granted by the Building qfJicial for a 
period not to exceed six months. On or before the expiration of such period the 
business shall associate a new master of the appropriate classification or cease 
operations. 

(0) Electrical Contractor, Electrical Sign Contractor and Residential Appliance 
Installation Contractor; responsibilities. 

(l) Every electrical or electrical sign contractor, before engaging in electrical 
or electrical sign work, must procure a master electrician or master 
electrician sign license for the conduct of such work. Electrical work is 
regulated by this code. Electrical sign work is regulated by Chapter 28, 
Signs and Billboards. 
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a. Electrical contractor work shall not include the manufacture of any 
sign regulated by this code or Chapter 28. 

b. Electrical sign contractor work shall not include the extensions of, 
or additions to, an existing branch circuit. 

(2) A licensed contractor shall display its name and license number on both 
sides of each vehicle owned or operated by the business and used in the 
conduct of his work. Lettering shall be of a contrasting color and at least 
two inches in height. 

a. An electrical contractor's license number shall be preceded by the 
letters "EM" or "TECL" depending on whether the business IS 

operating under a local license or state license. 

b. An electrical sign contractor's license number shall be preceded by 
the letters "SM" "TSCL" for City licenses or State of Texas 
licenses respectively. 

c. A residential appliance installation contractor's license number 
shall be preceded by the letters "TICL". 

(3) All of a contractor's non-exempt work shall be performed by licensed or 
registered individuals. A contractor is responsible for compliance with 
applicable codes for all such work performed on its behalf. 

(4) The licensed contractor's name, address, phone number, and license 
number shall appear on all proposals, invoices, and written contracts 
proposed by the contractor. The following information: "Regulated by 
The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P. O. Box 12157, 
Austin, Texas 78711, 1-800-803-9202, 512-463-6599; website: 
www.license.state.tx.us/complaints shall be listed on invoices and 
written contracts. 

(5) A licensed contractor shall maintain employee records and records of all 
work performed on its behalf for a period of four years after completion of 
the work, and shall make those records available to the code official at the 
contractor's place of business during normal business hours for inspection 
and copying. 

(6) A licensed contractor and its designated master electrician or residential 
appliance installer are responsible for supervision of all licensees or 
registered persons performing work on behalf of the contractor to assure 
compliance with applicable statutes and rules and, in particular, standards 
of conduct set out in these rules. 
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(p) Master Electrician and Master Sign Electrician. 

(1) Responsibility. The master electrician of record shall be liable and 
responsible for the layout and technical supervision of any work that 
requires the securing of a permit under the master's license. Failure of the 
master to properly provide for the supervision and control of work being 
performed on behalf of the business may cause the work being performed 
under permit to be discontinued by the Building Official. 

(2) Limitation on multiple business affiliations. Any master sign electrician 
affiliated with a business as herein provided shall not engage in the 
operation of a second electrical sign business, under the provisions of this 
code, unless it is under the same name and insurance of the first business. 
Any permit issued to a business must be for work being done by that 
business. Any master electrician obtaining permits for any person, 
business or entity will be notified to appear before the Building Official for 
consideration of a complaint. 

(q) Journeyman Electrician and Journeyman Sign Electrician; performance of 
work; supervision and ratio. A journeyman electrician may perform electrical 
or electrical sign work under the general supervision of a master electrician or 
master sign electrician on behalf of an electrical or electrical sign contractor. A 
journeyman electrician or journeyman sign electrician may direct and supervise 
the work of an electrical apprentice provided that a ratio of twelve electrical 
apprentices to one journeyman electricians is not exceeded. 

(r) Electrical Apprentice and Electrical Sign Apprentice; performance of work. 
An apprentice may perform electrical under the direct supervision of a master 
electrician, master sign electrician, journeyman electrician, journeyman sign 
electrician, residential wireman, or electrical sign technician. 

(s) Maintenance Electrician and Electrical Maintenance Technician; 
performance of work. A maintenance electrician may perform all of the work 
under the annual electrical maintenance permit permitted by section 1O-6(c). A 
registered electrical maintenance technician may perform all of the work 
permitted by section 1 0-6( c) but may not perform work involving voltages or 
amperages that exceed the limits described in sections 1 0-6( c )(2) a. through f. 

(t) Residential Wireman; supervision and ratio. A residential wireman may direct 
and supervise the work of an electrical apprentice provided that a ratio of two 
electrical apprentices to one residential wireman is not exceeded. 

(u) Registered Sign Technician; performance of work. A sign technician may 
perform electrical sign work under the general supervision of a master sign 
electrician on behalf of an electrical sign contractor. 
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Sec. 10-114. San Antonio Mechanical License. Any person performing any type of 
mechanical work in the city shall have in his possession a valid and authenticated mechanical 
license issued by the Building Official or a valid mechanical license issued by the state, except as 
otherwise provided under Section 1 0-114(g) or as exempted under federal or state law. 

(a) Contact information. A licensed contractor must maintain a bona fide company 
address and telephone to enable the Building Official to contact the contractor in 
case of a job discrepancy. Any person holding a mechanical license and doing 
work in the city must be registered and shall report to the Building Official any 
change of address and telephone number in order to allow the Building Official to 
maintain accurate license renewal records. All mechanical contractors holding a 
master's license from the city shall display, on both sides of any vehicles being 
used for or in connection with mechanical installation or service work, a sign 
depicting the identity of the person, firm or corporation performing the work and 
the mechanical master's license number issued by the city. The sign shall have 
the numbers not less than two inches (50.8 mm) in height. 

(b) Certificate of insurance. Any person applying for a master mechanical license 
or mechanical permit shall present a certificate of insurance issued by an 
insurance company authorized to do business in the state of Texas, certifying that 
the applicant is insured to the limits of at $300,000 public liability insurance per 
occurrence and $300,000 property damage liability insurance per occurrence. 

(c) Duplicate Licenses. Any person whose license was_destroyed or lost may obtain 
a duplicate license upon payment of the fee set forth in the fee schedule adopted 
by the City of San Antonio. 

(d) Expiration date of license. All city licenses shall expire on December 31 of each 
year. Licenses shall be renewed prior to the expiration date. Each person holding 
a valid mechanical license shall renew same in sufficient time to have the license 
renewal form returned to the Development Services Department with the 
appropriate renewal fee prior to license expiration date. Any person who does not 
renew his license prior to expiration date must appear before the Building-related 
and Fire Codes Board of Appeals and show cause why his license should be 
renewed. 

( e) Certain acts prohibited. In addition to other provisions of this code, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to do any of the following acts: 

(1) To display, cause or permit to be displayed or to have in one's possession 
any instrument purporting to be licensed for the doing of any mechanical 
work, knowing such instrument to be fictitious or to have canceled, 
revoked suspended or altered; 
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(2) To lend or knowingly permit the use of any license for the doing of any 
mechanical work to any person not entitled thereto, under the provisions 
of this chapter; 

(3) To display or represent as one's own a license for the doing of any 
mechanical work when such license has not been lawfully issued to the 
person so displaying the same; 

(4) To fail or refuse to surrender to the Building Official on demand any 
license for the doing of any mechanical work, which has been suspended, 
canceled or revoked as provided for in this chapter; 

(5) To apply for or have in one's possession more than one current license of 
the same type provided for in this chapter; 

(6) To use a false or fictitious name or give a false or fictitious address in any 
application for any license provided for in this chapter, or any renewal or 
duplicate thereof, or knowingly make a false statement or knowingly 
conceal a material fact or otherwise commit fraud in making any such 
application; 

(7) To employ as a master or technician in mechanical work any person not 
licensed as provided in this chapter; 

(8) To perform any character of mechanical work for which a license is 
required by this chapter while such license is suspended, canceled or 
revoked. 

(f) Continuing education requirements for state licensed mechanical contractors 
and San Antonio licensed mechanical contractors. 

(1) Mechanical contractors licensed by the state must maintain the required 
amount of continuing education mandated by state law in order to perform 
work in the city. 

(2) Mechanical contractors licensed by the city will be required to attend eight 
hours of continuing education annually. 

a, This training is mandatory for maintenance of city license. 

b. Training curriculum will be established by the Building Official, 
will be in accordance with state law and will be reviewed by the 
board annually. 

c. Annual Training will be conducted by the Development Services 
Department. 
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d. A licensee may not receive continuing education credit for 
attending the same course more than once. 

e. A fee, established by ordinance in the Development Services 
Department fee schedule, shall be paid by the licensee for each 
course. 

(g) HV AC Inspections Supervisor. The HV AC Inspections Supervisor of the 
development services department shall also serve as the master of record for 
mechanical work performed by city HV AC workers. 

Sec. 10-115. Residential Building Contractor Registration. 

(a) Title and scope of section; definition. 

(1) This section shall be known as the residential building contractor 
registration section and may be cited as such. 

(2) For the purposes of this section and other sections of this chapter pertinent 
to registration, the term "employee" shall not apply to consultants, 
contract labor, or subcontractors employed by the registered residential 
building contractor. Such individuals or entities shall be considered 
contractors and, as such, shall be required to obtain their own registrations 
or licenses as required by the state or the city. 

(3) For the purposes of this section and other sections of this chapter pertinent 
to licensing, the tenn "direct employee" shall mean an employee of a 
registered residential building contractor working on a residential 
building. 

(b) Registration required; exceptions. Any person who is required to secure a 
building permit to construct, structurally alter or enlarge any one- or two-family 
detached dwelling or townhouse including detached accessory buildings in excess 
of 400 square feet in area thereto as regulated by the IRC in the city shall have in 
his possession a valid and authenticated residential building contractor certificate 
of registration issued by the Building Official of the city. All such work shall be 
perfonned by a registered residential building contractor or by licensed building 
trade subcontractor(s), not otherwise required to be registered under this section, 
of the residential building contractor holding a valid building permit and under the 
direction of that registered residential building contractor. 

Exceptions: 

(1) Any person who will own, occupy or rent a detached single family 
dwclling for a pcriod of 12 months after completion of the ouilcting p~rmit 
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and final inspection for the single family dwelling or accessory building 
thereto. 

(2) Building trade subcontractors who are performing work for the residential 
building contractor are not required to be registered under this section (e.g. 
framing subcontractor, flooring subcontractor, drywall subcontractor, 
painting subcontractor, etc.). 

( c) Authority; responsibilities. A residential building contractor registration is 
authority granted to the person, company, association, or other entity to whom it 
is issued to engage in the business of contracting in accordance with Section 10-
115(b). The registered residential building contractor shall be responsible for 
exercising such supervision and control of his construction operations as is 
necessary to secure full compliance with the provisions of the IRe and other 
applicable laws of the City, State and United States. 

(d) Penalties. A violation of this section shall constitute a Class C misdemeanor 
offense with a fine not to exceed $500 per violation. Each day or portion thereof 
out of compliance with the registration requirements set above shall constitute a 
separate offense. 

( e) Application procedures; requirements. 

(1) An applicant for an original certificate of registration or renewal must 
submit an application to the Building Official on a form established by the 
department. Each applicant must fully disclose in the application whether 
the applicant has: 

a. Entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendre (no contest) to any 
felony charge or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude; 

b. Been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor involving moral 
turpitude and the time for appeal has elapsed or the conviction has 
been affirmed on appeal; 

c. Entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendre (no contest) or been 
convicted of a felony or misdemeanor arising out of a violation of 
the building code or local amendments thereto in the State of 
Texas whether or not said violation involves moral turpitude; 

d. Lost or is suspended from residential building contractor privileges 
in any jurisdiction in the State. 

A failure to disclose under Sec. IO-llS(e)(l) shall be sufficient grounds to 
deny the application. 
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(2) The Building Official shall have the right to investigate and examine the 
qualifications and fitness of an applicant. Upon receipt of an application, 
the Building Official may conduct a criminal background check on the 
applicant or any person responsible for the application. The Building 
Official may obtain criminal history record information maintained by the 
Department of Public Safety, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or any 
other local, state, or national government entity. 

(3) A person may not be issued a certificate of registration unless the person: 

a. Is at least 18 years of age; and 

b. Is a United States citizen or a lawfully admitted alien; and 

c. The Building Official is satisfied with the person's honesty, 
integrity, and trustworthiness based on information supplied and 
discovered in connection with the application. 

Commentary: Full disclosure includes an interest in or ownership of any 
entity engaged in the residential building contractor business that has lost 
or been suspended from residential building constructor privileges. 

(4) Certificate of insurance. Any person applying for a residential building 
contractor certificate of registration shall present a certificate of insurance 
issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in the state of 
Texas, certifying that the applicant is insured with at least the minimum 
general liability insurance coverages at all times to satisfy proof of 
financial responsibility as follows: 

a. The insurance must be at least $400,000 per occurrence (combined 
for property damage and bodily injury); 

b. be at least one million dollars aggregate (total amount the policy 
will pay for property damage and bodily injury coverage); and 

c. be at least $400,000 aggregate for products and completed 
operations. 

(5) Expiration date of certificate of registration. All city certificates of 
registration for residential building contractors shall expire two years after 
issuance. Certificates of registration shall be renewed prior to expiration 
date. Each person holding a valid residential building contractor 
certificate of registration shall renew same in sufficient time to have the 
certificate renewal form and insurance information returned to the 
department with the appropriate renewal fee prior to registration 
expiration date. 
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(f) Duties and powers of Building Official. 

(1) There is hereby vested in the Building Official the duty of examining the 
applications for residential building contractor certificates of registration, 
including the issuance, reissuance, renewal, suspension, or revocation of 
such certificates of registration. 

(2) The Building Official shall establish procedures consistent with this code 
for the issuance of certificates of registration for residential building 
contractors. 

(3) The Building Official shall have the duty to keep all registration 
application records. Such records shall be open to the public for 
inspection during regular business hours. The Building Official shall 
further have the power and duty to adopt, amend, or repeal rules and 
regulations consistent with the provisions of this section as may be 
necessary for the proper administration and enforcement hereof. 

A decision to grant or deny an application for registration shall be made 
within 10 working days after receiving the completed application. 
Incomplete applications shall not be considered. 

(g) Appealing a Denial of Registration. 

(1) Appeal to Board. If either an original or renewal certificate of 
registration is denied, the Building Official shall furnish the applicant a 
written statement setting forth the grounds for the refusal within five 
working days. Such statement shall be by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the mailing address provided in the application unless the 
applicant is present to receive and acknowledge in writing receipt of such 
letter. The registered residential building contractor or their representative 
shall then have 15 working days from receipt of notice to appeal the 
Building Official's decision in accordance with Section 10-14 of this 
chapter. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as to deny a subsequent 
application at the expiration of one year from denial of initial registration. 

(h) Fees; registration period. The application fee for contractor registration shall be 
one hundred seventy dollars and said registration shall be valid for a period of two 
years. The certificate holder shall be required to re-register every two-year period 
of time and pay a fee of one hundred seventy dollars for each two-year period of 
time to maintain registration. 

(i) Certificates not assignable or transferable. A certificate of registration issued 
pursuant to this section shall not be assignable or transferable. 
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(j) Violations under this section. The following list shall constitute a non-exclusive 
list of violations under this section. It is unlawful for any registered residential 
building contractor to: 

(1) Display or cause a permit to be displayed or to have in one's possession 
any certificate of registration for doing any construction work, knowing it 
to be fictitious or to have been canceled, suspended or altered; 

(2) Lend or permit the use of any certificate of registration for doing any 
construction work to any person not entitled to it; 

(3) Allow any person to display or to represent as one's own city certificate of 
registration for any construction work when the certificate of registration 
has not been lawfully issued to the person displaying it; 

(4) Use a false or fictitious name or address in any application for any 
registration or permit provided for in this chapter or any renewal or make 
a false statement or conceal a material fact or otherwise commit fraud in 
making any application; 

(5) Perform any residential building contractor work for which a registration 
is required without having the registration or while the registration is 
suspended, expired or canceled; 

(6) Perform any construction work for which a permit is required without 
having the permit or after the permit has been canceled; 

(7) Failor refuse to make the necessary repair or changes for code violations 
as provided in a written notice issued by the Building Official. A 
reasonable amount of time shall be granted in the written notice taking 
into consideration the work to be completed and the circumstances. A 
separate violation is deemed to be committed each day after the expiration 
of the time for correction provided in the notice until the work is 
corrected; 

(8) Permit any construction work covered by this section to be performed by 
any person not properly licensed or registered, while in control of 
premises covered by this section; 

(9) Remove, break, change, destroy, tear, mutilate, cover or otherwise deface 
or injure any official notice or seal posted by the Building Official; 

(10) Place or leave the property in such condition that it injures or endangers 
persons or property authorized to be on the construction site. 
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(k) Cancellation and suspension of registration; appeals. 

(1) A contractor's certificate of registration may be cancelled or suspended by 
the Building Official after a hearing before the Building Official if the 
registered residential building contractor is convicted of any penal offense 
arising out of or related to the performance of a residential building 
contract or the registered residential building contractor suffers a judgment 
against them in a civil action predicated upon fraud in connection with the 
performance of a residential building contract. 

(2) The Building Official may also administratively cancel or suspend a 
certificate of registration after a hearing before the Building Official for 
anyone or more of the following reasons: 

a. Conviction or entering a plea of guilty or nolo contendre (no 
contest) by the registered person or entity of a felony or 
misdemeanor involving moral turpitude; 

b. Conviction or entering a plea of guilty or nolo contendre (no 
contest) in connection with a violation of any adopted technical 
construction code or amendments thereto in the state of Texas; 

c. Making any false statement as to a material matter in an 
application for registration, renewal or hearing in connection with 
same; 

d. Failure to disclose required infonnation under Section 1 0-115( e); 

e. Three separate violations as detailed in Section 10-1150) of this 
chapter, provided the violations occur within the previous 12-
month period; 

f. Upon judicial determination of an abandonment or willful failure 
to perform any residential building contract or project in or 
undertaken by a registered residential building contractor, or 
willful deviation from or disregard of plans or specifications in any 
material respect; 

g. Upon judicial determination that the residential building contractor 
knowingly made substantial misrepresentation on the part of the 
residential building contractor in the procurement of a residential 
building contract; 

h. Upon judicial determination of fraud on the part of the residential 
building contractor in the execution of or in the material alteration 
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of any residential building contract or mortgage, promissory note 
or other document relating to the contract; 

1. Upon judicial determination that the residential building contractor 
knowingly prepared or accepted any mortgage, promissory note or 
other evidence of indebtedness pertaining to a residential building 
transaction with knowledge that it recited a greater monetary 
obligation than the agreed consideration for the residential building 
construction work; 

J. With knowledge, the residential building contractor directly or 
indirectly published any advertisement relating to residential 
building construction which contains assertions, representations or 
statements which are false, deceptive or misleading; 

k. Failure of the residential building contractor to notify the Building 
Official of any change in the ownership, management, or business 
name; 

1. Conducting a residential building contractor business in any name 
other than the one registered; 

m. Obtaining a building permit for an unregistered contractor or for 
one whose registration has been suspended, cancelled or denied. 

(3) The Building Official may take any of the following actions against the 
holder of the certificate of registration: 

a. No suspension 

b. Suspension for 30 days 

c. Suspension for 60 days 

d. Suspension for 90 days 

e. Suspension for 180 days 

f. Cancellation 

(4) The Building Official shall send the registered residential building 
contractor a written notice of any administrative action to be taken against 
the registered contractor by certified mail, return receipt requested, at the 
last known mailing address. The notification shall give not less than ten 
working days' notice of the hearing. The Building Official is authorized to 
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conduct hearings for the purpose of making findings of fact to assist him 
in making his decision. 

(5) A written decision to cancel or suspend a certificate of registration shall be 
required and list the reasons for the Building Official's decision. This 
written decision shall be forwarded to the registered contractor by certified 
mail, return receipt requested to the registered contractor's last known 
address. This mailing may be waived provided that the registered 
contractor sign and acknowledge receipt of the written decision from the 
Building Official. The registered contractor shall then have fifteen days 
from receipt of this notice to appeal the Building Official's decision to the 
Building-related and Fire Codes Board of Appeals. The decision of the 
Building Official shall be final after expiration of this time. 

(6) Board appellate process. 

a. A registered contractor shall have the right to appeal the Building 
Official's decision in accordance with Section 10-14 of this 
chapter. 

b. A perfected appeal tolls the Building Official's decision to suspend 
or cancel the registration until the board renders its decision. 

c. Neither the board nor the Building Official shall have any authority 
to suspend a registration for longer than 180 days. 

g. A cancellation shall prevent the residential building contractor 
from pulling new permits for a period of at least one year. For 
purposes of this section, a cancellation of a registration does not 
alleviate the registered contractor from performing current 
obligations or absolve them from liability under a residential 
building contract. In performing currently permitted obligations 
while cancelled, the residential building contractor shall not be 
subject to penalty for being unregistered. All other code 
provisions are applicable. Upon the expiration of a one year 
period, a residential building contractor may apply for a new 
certificate of registration. No provision of this section shall be 
interpreted to mean that a new certificate of registration will be 
issued after a prior certificate of registration has been cancelled. A 
denied applicant for a new certificate of registration is required to 
wait one year before applying again. There shall be no limit on the 
number of times a denied applicant may reapply. 

h. A suspension shall prevent the registered contractor from pulling 
new permits in the City for the suspension time period. A 
suspension of registration does not alleviate the registered 
contractor from performing currently permitted obligations under 
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the residential building contract. The residential building 
contractor shall not be subject to penalty for operating while 
suspended when performing currently permitted obligations. 
However, all other code provisions apply. The board's decision to 
affirm or affirm as modified a suspension of a registration means 
that the suspension time begins the following working day. 

Sec. 10-116. Home Improvement Contractor Registration. 

(a) Registration required; penalties. 

(1) A home improvement contractor, prior to entering into a contract with the 
owner for any home improvement work requiring the issuance of building 
permits whether or not said person is required to register with the state 
must file an application for a certificate of registration with the city unless 
otherwise exempt under section 10-116(3). 

(2) A violation of this article shall constitute a class "e" misdemeanor offense 
with a fine of not less than one dollar and no more than $500 per violation. 
Each day out of compliance with the registration requirements set above 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

Exemptions. 

a. An individual who performs labor or services as an employee of a 
registered contractor or an individual who performs labor or 
services as an employee or subcontractor of a registered contractor 
who does not deal directly with the general public as a home 
improvement contractor; 

b. A homeowner, tenant or an employee of a homeowner or tenant 
performing work on their own residence; 

c. A plumber, electrician, or other skilled tradesman licensed under 
the laws of the state, this chapter or other ordinances of the city 
who is acting exclusively within the scope of the craft for which he 
or she is currently licensed; 

d. A contractor performing home improvement work where the total 
amount to be paid does not exceed $200; 

e. A contractor performing home improvement work not requiring an 
application for building permit. 
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(b) Application procedures. 

(1) An applicant for an original certificate of registration or renewal must 
submit an application to the Building Official on a form established by the 
department. 

(2) Each applicant must fully disclose in the application whether the applicant 
has: 

a. Entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendre (no contest) to any 
felony charge or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude; 

b. Been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor involving moral 
turpitude and the time for appeal has elapsed or the conviction has 
been affirmed on appeal; 

c. Entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendre (no contest) or been 
convicted of a felony or misdemeanor arising out of a violation of 
the building code or local amendments thereto in the state whether 
or not said violation involves moral turpitude; 

d. Has lost or is suspended from home improvement privileges in any 
jurisdiction in the state. Full disclosure includes an interest in or 
ownership of any entity engaged in the business of making home 
improvements that has lost or been suspended from home 
improvement privileges. 

(3) A failure to disclose under subsection (b) shall be sufficient grounds to 
deny the application. 

(4) The Building Official shall have the right to investigate and examine the 
qualifications and fitness of an applicant. Upon receipt of an application, 
the Building Official may conduct a criminal background check on the 
applicant or any person responsible for the application. The Building 
Official may obtain criminal history record information maintained by the 
department of public safety, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or any 
other local, state, or national government entity. 

(5) A person may not be issued a certificate of registration unless the person: 

a. Is at least 18 years of age; and 

b. Is a United States citizen or a lawfully admitted alien; and 

c. The Building Official is satisfied with the person's honesty, 
integrity, and trustworthiness based on information supplied and 
discovered in connection with the application. 

(c) Building Official duties and powers. The Building Official, in addition to the 
powers listed in Section 10-5 of this chapter, shall have the duty to keep all 
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registration application records. Such records shall be open to the public for 
inspection during regular business hours. A decision to grant or deny an 
application for registration shall be made within 10 working days after receiving 
the completed application. Incomplete applications shall not be considered. 

(d) Appealing a denial of registration. 

(1) Appeal to board. If either an original or renewal certificate of 
registration is denied, the Building Official shall furnish the applicant a 
written statement setting forth the grounds for the refusal within five 
working days. Such statement shall be by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, to the mailing address provided in the application unless the 
applicant is present to receive and acknowledge in writing receipt of such 
letter. The registered contractor or their representative shall have the right 
to appeal in accordance with Section 10-14 of this chapter. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as to deny a subsequent 
application at the expiration of one year from denial of initial registration. 

(e) Fees, registration period. 

(1) The application fee for contractor registration shall be seventy-five dollars 
and said registration shall be valid for a period of one year. The certificate 
holder shall be required to re-register every successive year and pay a fee 
of seventy-five dollars to maintain the certification. 

(2) Appeals fees shall be $75. 

(3) The application and registration fees and appeals fees shall be reflected in 
the fee schedule of the city. 

(f) Certificate not assignable or transferable. A certificate of registration issued 
pursuant to this article shall not be assignable or transferable. 

(g) Violations under this article. The following list shall constitute a non-exclusive 
list of violations under this article. It is unlawful for any registered contractor to: 

(1) Display or cause a permit to be displayed or to have in one's possession 
any certificate of registration for doing any construction work, knowing it 
to be fictitious or to have been canceled, suspended or altered; 

(2) Lend or permit the use of any certificate of registration for doing any 
construction work to any person not entitled to it; 

(3) Display or to represent as one's own city certificate of registration for any 
construction work when the certificate of registration has not been 
lawfully issued to the person displaying it; 

(4) Use a false or fictitious name or address in any application for any 
registration or permit provided for in this chapter or any renewal or make 
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a false statement or conceal a material fact or otherwise commit fraud in 
making any application; 

(5) Perform any home improvement contracting work for which a registration 
is required without having the registration or while the registration is 
suspended, expired or canceled; 

(6) Perform any construction work for which a permit is required without 
having the permit or after the permit has been canceled; 

(7) Failor refuse to make the necessary repair or changes as provided in a 
written notice issued by the Building Official. A reasonable amount of 
time shall be granted in the written notice taking into consideration the 
work to be completed and the circumstances. A separate violation is 
deemed to be committed each day after the expiration of the time for 
correction provided in the notice until the work is corrected; 

(8) Permit any construction work covered by this article to be performed by 
any person not properly licensed or registered, while in control of 
premises covered by this chapter; 

(9) Remove, break, change, destroy, tear, mutilate, cover or otherwise deface 
or injure any official notice or seal posted by the BUilding Official; or 

(10) Place or leave the property in such condition that it injures or endangers 
persons or property. 

(h) Cancellation and suspension of registration; appeals. To the extent not in 
conflict, processes shall follow Sec. 10-115(k). 

Sec. 10-117. Irrigation systems and irrigators 

(a) License required. An irrigation contractor is required to hold a license issued 
under Chapter 37 of the Texas Water Code and the Texas Occupations Code § 
1903.251. 

(b) Registration. 

(1) All irrigation contractors, prior to doing any irrigation system installation 
in the territorial limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the city shall 
be required to be registered with the development services department of 
the city. 

(2) An irrigation contractor's registration must be submitted on forms 
available from the development services department and shall include the 
following information: 

a. The irrigation contractor's full name; 
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b. The irrigation contractor's license number; 

c. The irrigation contractor's business name; 

d. The irrigation contractor's business address; 

e. The irrigation contractor's business telephone number; and 

f. The irrigation contractor's telefax number. 

(3) The irrigation contractor shall provide a certificate of insurance by an 
insurance company authorized in the state certifying that the irrigation 
contractor is insured to the limit of at least: 

a. Three hundred thousand dollars public liability per occurrence; and 

b. Three hundred thousand dollars property liability per occurrence 
and product/completed operations. 

In lieu of insurance, the irrigation contractor may provide a bond in the 
amount of $10,000 conditioned that the irrigation contractor shall 
faithfully observe all applicable laws. 

(4) The irrigation contractor shall renew registration annually upon 
submission of the registration form and payment of the fee. 

(5) A licensed plumber may be issued an irrigation permit. 

(c) Permits and inspections. All irrigation contractors, prior to doing any irrigation 
system installation in the territorial limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of 
the city shall apply and be issued permits from the development services 
department on forms provided by said department. 

The irrigation system shall be installed in accordance with the following: 

(1) City Code of San Antonio, Texas; 

(2) Local Government Code; 

(3) Texas Water Code; 

(4) Texas Occupations Code; and. 

(5) Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 

The irrigation system shall be inspected prior to covering the sprinkler heads as requested 
by the installer. 

Any defects in the installation determined during the inspection shall be corrected before 
the inspection is considered approved. The city plumbing inspector shall document on the 
inspection records the static pressure and water source of the irrigation system. If the 
irrigation system is being constructed as part of the building permit, a certificate of 
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occupancy shall not be issued until all inspections have been approved. 

(d) Minimum standards and specifications. Texas Occupations Code, § 1903.053 
entitled "Standards" and the rules adopted by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Page 1 Chapter 344 - Landscape Irrigation Rule 
Project No. 2007-027-344-CE are hereby incorporated by reference as minimum 
standards and specifications for the design, installation, and the operation of 
irrigation systems. 

(e) Violations and enforcement. 

(1) It shall be a violation to install an irrigation system in the city without first 
obtaining an irrigation system permit from the development services 
department. Any violation of this article shall be a class C misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to exceed $500 per violation. Each day or portion 
thereof during which a violation of any of the provisions of this article is 
committed shall constitute a separate offense. A fine or criminal penalty 
prescribed by this section does not apply to a violation in the ETJ. 

(2) Civil enforcement. 

a. The city may seek civil enforcement against such violators in the 
corporate limits of the city and in the ETJ. Enforcement in the ETJ 
is authorized pursuant to and under the authority granted by 
V.T.C.A. Local Government Code §§ 212.001 et seq. 

b. Any person who commits a violation under this article shall be 
subject to a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per violation per day. 

(f) Staffing. The development services department shall employ at least one person 
who shall hold an irrigation contractor's license issued by the state. Such person 
shall have a minimum of five years of experience in the installation of irrigation 
systems. All city plumbing inspectors shall receive a minimum of six hours of 
irrigation/water conservation instruction per year. 

(g) Fee schedule. Irrigation related fees shall be as set forth in the city fee schedule. 

10-118. Responsible Master Plumber license registration. 

(a) License. Before any person shall engage in the business of plumbing within the 
City, said person shall have a current master plumber'S license obtained from the 
state board of plumbing examiners and the required insurance. The license shall 
be registered with the city by submitting the appropriate registration as required 
by the City. Where any plumbing is being done, properly licensed individuals 
shall, at all times, be present on the job and in actual control and in charge of the 
plumbing being done. 
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(b) Contact information. A responsible master plumber doing plumbing work in the 
city must maintain a bona fide company address and telephone to enable the 
Building Official to contact the master plumber in case of a job discrepancy. Any 
person holding a master plumber license and doing plumbing work in the city 
must be registered and shall report to the Building Official any change of address 
and telephone number in order to allow the Building Official to maintain accurate 
license renewal records. 

(c) Display of license and company name. All responsible master plumbers holding 
a master plumber's license registered with the city shall: 

(1) Display, on both sides of any vehicles being used for or in connection with 
plumbing installation or service work, a sign depicting the identity of the 
person, firm or corporation performing the work and the master plumber 
license number issued by the state. The sign shall be permanent, have the 
numbers not less than two inches (50.8 mm) in height and be of 
contrasting colors with the truck, and shall be plainly legible at a distance 
of not less than 100 feet. A magnetic sign on a vehicle is not a permanent 
sign. 

(2) Display the framable certificate of license in their place of business and all 
licensees shall carry the pocket card license with them while engaged in 
plumbing work. 

(d) Certificate of insurance. Any person applying for a master plumber license 
registration or plumbing permit shall present a certificate of insurance. The 
certificate of insurance must: 

(1) Be written by a company licensed to do business in the state; 

(2) Provide for commercial general liability insurance for the master plumber 
for a claim for property damage or bodily injury, regardless of whether the 
claim arises from negligence or on a contract; and 

(3) Provide for coverage of not less than $300,000 for all claims arising in a 
one-year period. 

(e) Expiration date of license. All city license registrations shall expire on 
December 31 of each year. License registrations shall be renewed prior to the 
expiration date. 

(1) Certain acts prohibited. In addition to other provisions of this code, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to do any of the following acts: 

(1) To display, cause or permit to be displayed or to have in one's possession 
any instrument purporting to be licensed for the doing of any plumbing 
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work, knowing such instrument to be fictitious or to have canceled, 
revoked suspended or altered; 

(2) To lend or knowingly permit the use of any license for the doing of any 
plumbing work to any person not entitled thereto, under the provisions of 
this chapter; 

(3) To display or represent as one's own a license for the doing of any 
plumbing work when such license has not been lawfully issued to the 
person so displaying the same; 

(4) To apply for or have in one's possession more than one current license of 
the same type provided for in this chapter; 

(5) To use a false or fictitious name or give a false or fictitious address in any 
application for any license provided for in this chapter, or any renewal or 
duplicate thereof, or knowingly make a false statement or knowingly 
conceal a material fact or otherwise commit fraud in making any such 
application; 

(6) To employ as a master in plumbing work any person not licensed as 
provided in this chapter; 

(7) To perform any character of plumbing work for which a license is required 
by this chapter while such license is suspended, canceled or revoked. 

10-119. Demolition contractor licenses and bonding; demolition permit requirements. 

(a) License required. It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain, own or operate 
a demolition contracting business, unless a license is first obtained as provided 
herein. Such licenses, when issued, shall be valid for a period of two years from 
the date of issuance, shall not be assignable or transferable except as specifically 
authorized, and shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the office of the licensee. 

(b) Rules of construction - computation of time used in this section: 

(1) In computing a period of days, the first day is excluded and the last day is 
included. 

(2) Days shall mean working days exclusive of federal holidays and weekends 
unless otherwise stated. 

(c) License display; renewals; duplicates. 

(1) All licenses shall be for a period of two years. 

(2) No license shall be assignable or transferable. The owner of a business and 

all partners of a partnership and all officers of a corporation who are 
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actively engaged in the demolition business must qualify for a license. 
Licenses will be issued to the owner of a business, partnership or 
corporation, or his/her registered agent. 

(3) Each license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be posted and kept in 
some easily accessible, conspicuous place located in the principal business 
office as printed in the license. 

(4) Any license, which has not been suspended or revoked, may, upon the 
payment of the renewal fee prescribed in this chapter, be renewed for an 
additional period of two years from its expiration, upon filing of an 
application for such renewal, on a form to be prescribed by the Building 
Official. This provision in no way limits the number of times a license 
may be renewed. 

(5) A duplicate license may be issued for one lost, destroyed or mutilated 
upon application on a form prescribed by the Building Official and the 
payment of the fee prescribed by this chapter. Each such duplicate license 
shall have the word "duplicate" stamped across the face of the instrument 
and shall bear the same number as the one it replaces. 

(6) All owned vehicles used in business shall have posted on each side in 
letters of three inches minimum height in contrasting colors stating name 
of contractor and his demolition contractor's license number. 

(d) Demolition license requirements and applicable procedures. Applicants for 
the licenses required by this chapter shall establish the following requirements in 
writing to the satisfaction of the Building Official: 

(1) The existence and maintenance of a bona fide office, equipped with 
telephone, for the conducting of his business; 

(2) That neither the applicant, nor any partner or corporate officer in the 
demolition contracting business on whose behalf the application is 
submitted, has ever been convicted of any penal offense arising out of or 
related to the performance of demolition contracts nor convicted of a 
felony or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude during an eight-year 
period immediately preceding the date of the applications; 

(3) That applicant, or the entity upon whose behalf the application is 
submitted, is qualified by either training or experience to conduct a 
demolition contracting business; 

(4) That neither applicant, nor any partner or corporate officer in the 
demolition business upon whose behalf the application is made, has been 
convicted of a violation of this chapter. 

In addition to the foregoing requirements, the Building Official may require that the 
application include information reasonably pertinent to the determination of the applicant's 
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fitness to be issued such license, or any renewal thereof. Applications for licensure shall be 
submitted in a form prescribed by the Building Official. The Building Official shall 
investigate and examine the qualifications and fitness of the applicant, and within a period of 
30 days from receipt of an application in proper form and the fee, the Building Official will 
issue or refuse a license to the applicant. 

Refusal procedures: The Building Official shall furnish the applicant a refusal in writing by 
registered or certified mail to the applicant's last known mailing address, setting forth the 
grounds for the refusal. Refusal will be justified by any of the minimum license requirements 
listed above, any outside information calling into question an applicant's fitness to be issued 
such a license, or a renewal, or any of the reasons contained in section 1 0-119( f), revocation 
of licenses. 

(e) Appellate procedure when license denied. The applicant or his representative 
may file a written notice of appeal with the city clerk upon a denial of an 
application for licensure appealing such determination to the board of adjustment. 
No specific format is mandated for the written notice of appeal. The notice of 
appeal shall be filed within 10 days with appropriate copy to the Building Official. 
The postal date stamped on the refusal letter envelope shall govern and control the 
start of the 10-day period. Judicial review of a board of adjustment decision shall 
follow § 211.011, Local Government Code. 

(f) Revocation of licenses. 

(1) A demolition contractor's license shall be revoked by the Building Official 
after a hearing in the event said licensee, or any proprietor, partner, or 
corporate officer is convicted of any penal offense arising out of or related 
to the performance of a contract or suffers a judgment against them in a 
civil action predicated upon fraud in connection with the performance of a 
demolition contract. 

(2) The Building Official shall, after a hearing, revoke a license for anyone or 
more of the following reasons: 

a. Conviction of the licensee or any proprietor, partner or corporate 
officer therein of a felony or misdemeanor involving moral 
turpitude; 

b. The making of any false statement as to a material matter in an 
application for license, renewal thereof or hearing in connection 
with same; 

c. Conviction of a violation of the currently adopted building code or 
local amendments of the city; 

d. Violation of any provision of this chapter; 

e. Upon judicial determination of an abandonment or willful failure 
to perform any demolition contract or project in or undertaken by ~ 
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contractor, or willful deviation from or disregard of plans or 
specifications in any material respect; 

f. Upon judicial determination of substantial misrepresentation on 
part of contractor in the procurement of a demolition contract; 

g. Upon judicial determination of fraud on the part of a contractor in 
the execution of or in the material alteration of any contract or 
mortgage, promissory note or other document relating to said 
contract; 

h. Failure of contractor to notify the Building Official or designee of 
any change in the ownership, management, business name, or 
location of their registered business office; or 

1. Licensed contractor obtaining permit(s) for an unlicensed 
contractor or one whose license has been revoked or denied. 

(3) The hearing shall be in a standard form prescribed by the Building 
Official. Notification to the licensee of said hearing before the Building 
Official shall be mailed to the licensee by certified or registered mail, at 
licensee's last known mailing address. The notification shall give not less 
than ten days notice of the hearing. 

(4) A person requesting to appeal the decision of the Building Official must 
submit their appeal request in writing and the fee within ten days of the 
revocation. Upon receipt of the appeal request and fee, the appeal shall be 
placed on the first open date of the board of adjustment's docket. If the 
person makes a written request for a copy of the revocation order from the 
Building Official, such copy shall be issued. 

(5) Judicial review of a board of adjustment decision shall follow § 211.011, 
Local Government Code. 

(g) Demolition permit; In general. 

(1) No person, firm, association or corporation shall demolish any building or 
structure in the city, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a 
demolition permit for each such building or structure authorized by the 
city. 

(2) Every demolition permit shall be valid during the time outlined in the 
permit. If demolition is not complete, the director of development services 
may extend the permit upon request of the applicant. 

(h) Application requirements. Applications for demolition permits shall require the 
following information: 

(1) Name and address of demolition contractor. 
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(2) Name and address of building and property owners including a notarized 
letter authorizing demolition of building or structure. 

(3) Except for single family residence and other single story buildings where 
it is not possible for debris to fall on public walkways or thoroughfares, 
the Building Official shall require an engineering report, prepared by a 
qualified registered professional engineer, of the building or structure to 
be demolished so as to determine the condition of the framing, floors and 
walls, copy of which is to be filed with the Building Official. 

(4) The demolition contractor shall be required to prepare a complete plan and 
schedule for demolition to be filed with the Building Official. Should the 
plan and schedule be changed at any time, the changes must be approved 
by the Building Official and a copy of such changes must be filed with the 
Building Official. 

(5) The location site of the disposal of debris and the proposed route to be 
used to disposal site. 

(6) Approval from risk management that insurance and bond are current. 

(7) Applicant shall submit the current demolition license number and bond 
materials of the demolition contractor who has been hired to perform the 
work. All demolition contractors, as defined in this chapter, shall be 
licensed and bonded. Any substitution of contractor listed in the 
application shall be reported to the Building Official with appropriate 
licensing and bonding materials. A failure to notify the Building Official 
shall result in administrative and/or criminal andlor civil penalties. It shall 
be an affirmative defense to prosecution that substitute contractor was 
licensed and bonded at the time. 

(8) Supplemental materials as prescribed by the Building Official. 

(i) Revocation; appeals. The Building Official may revoke a demolition permit 
required by this chapter when the conditions under which the permit is granted 
have been violated. Revocation is discretionary on the Building Official and 
contractor shall be afforded an appellate hearing in front of the board of 
adjustment. A person requesting to appeal the decision of the Building Official 
must submit a written request and the fee within 10 days of the revocation. If the 
person makes a written request to the director for the decision detailing revocation 
in writing, such decision shall issue. 

(j) Demolition fee schedule. 

Demolition 
Demolition License Fees 
Demolition Contractor 
Initial-City License I $85.00 
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Renewal-City License $35.00 
Duplicate-City License $5.00 
(plus tax) 
Demolition Permit Fees 
Residential $75.00 
Commercial 
Single-story $100.00 
2-3 stories $200.00 
>3 stories $650.00 
Recovery of Expenditures for Demolition: 
Non-asbestos- $600.00 
Residential, per hour 
Asbestos-Residential, $800.00 
per hour 
Non-asbestos-Non- $925.00 
residential, per hour 
Asbestos-Non- $1,100.00 
residential, per hour 

(k) Insurance. Applicant for demolition permits shall maintain and cause to be 
maintained the following types of insurance: 

(1) Workmen's compensation insurance-Statutory requirements. 

(2) Automobile liability insurance with limits of personal injury $100,000 
each person, $300,000 each accident, property damage $50,000 each 
accident. 

(3) Public liability insurance and insurance coverage for their employees, 
agents and contractors, from a company authorized to do business in the 
state, in the following amounts: 

Comprehensive general liability insurance: 

a. Public liability (bodily injury) insurance with limits not less than 
$300,000 for each occurrence. 

b. Public liability (property damage) insurance with limits of not less 
than $100,000 for each accident and $200,000 in the aggregate. 

c. The policy shall: 

1. Include the hazards of explosion and collapse coverage. 

2. Provide that the same shall not be cancelled until a 10-day 
or non-renewal has been served upon the city clerk or the 
city. 
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d. Applicant shall file with the city clerk certificates of insurance 
executed by the insurance carrier issuing said policies certifying 
that said insurance is in full force and effect and that the 
demolition operations are covered by such policies. 

(I) Indemnity bond. Before such permit shall be issued, the person, firm, 
association or corporation applying therefor shall execute and deliver to the city, 
to be kept on file in the city clerk's office, a good and sufficient bond of 
indemnity, issued by a surety company licensed to do business in the state, in the 
sum of $5,000 to be approved by the city attorney and conditioned that the person, 
firm, association or corporation making such application shall promptly pay in 
and unto the city any and all costs, damages and expenses which said city may 
incur or suffer, including, but not limited to, damages to streets, sidewalks, 
utilities, or other public places by reason of carelessness or negligence in the 
performance of such demolition, or by reason of any defects caused from or 
arising from careless, negligent or imperfect demolition procedures, or any and all 
acts and omissions of said applicant, his agents, servants, or subcontractors. 

(m) Miscellaneous provisions. 

(1) No structural or load-supporting members, which would affect the stability 
of the structure, shall be cut or removed from any story until all 
construction materials above such a story have been completely 
demolished and removed. 

(2) No material shall be dropped to any point outside the exterior walls of the 
structure except in enclosed chutes. 

(3) In masonry construction, the demolition of exterior walls and floor 
construction shall be removed and dropped into the storage space before 
commencing the removal of exterior walls and floor in the story below. 

(4) In buildings with a structural steel frame member type construction, the 
steel framing may be left in place during the demolition of masonry. 
Where this is done, all steel beams girders and similar structural supports 
shall be cleared of all loose material as the masonry demolition progresses 
downward. 

(5) No wall, chimney or other structural part shall be left at the end of each 
shift in such condition that it may collapse due to wind, vibration or any 
other cause. 

(6) Upon the completion of demolition operations, the site shall be completely 
cleared of rubbish, brush, weeds and other debris. The site must be left 
free of ponds and underground tanks shall be removed. Basement slabs 
shall be broken up to allow drainage and septic tanks, wells, cesspools, 
and cisterns shall be broken open and filled in. 

(7) Security service during non-working hours shall be provided by the 
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contractor. 

(8) Where shown to be necessary in the plan for demolition, the city shall 
coordinate and approve the blocking of walkways, thoroughfares and 
alleys to protect the public. 

(9) The city council may issue a permit for selective use of explosives for 
demolition purposes if the contractor has complied with all of the 
conditions of this chapter and if the plan for selective demolition by the 
use of explosives is conducted in accordance with §§ 1926.900-1926.914 
inclusive of Subpart "U" of the Rules and Regulations of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration of the Department of Labor, 29 CFR, 
part 1926, subpart U. 

(n) Criminal penalties for violation. It shall be unlawful for any person to demolish 
any building or structure in the city or cause the same to be done, contrary to or in 
violation of any of the provisions of this Code or any currently adopted building 
code. Any person, firm or corporation violating any of these provisions shall be 
deemed guilty of a separate offense for each day or portion thereof during which 
any violation is committed, continued, or permitted, and each separate violation 
shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 10-120. Licensed house mover. 

(a) General 

(1) Compliance with section. No person except a licensed house mover, 
shall move any building or structure over, across or along any street, 
public way or public place within the city except as specifically provided 
in this article. 

(2) Warning devices. If it becomes temporarily necessary to leave the 
building on public property, there shall be placed around the building or 
structure, and all equipment, red lanterns, flares or other warning devices. 
No building or structure under any condition shall be allowed to remain in 
or on the streets, public ways or public places for more than twenty-four 
hours except weekends. Any building or structure which occupies or 
moves along or across any portion of public property after sundown shall 
have sufficient lights and flares continually burning for the protection of 
the public. 

(3) Escort. No person shall move a building or structure across or along any 
street, public way or public place within the city unless accompanied or 
escorted by at least one police officer that has been retained by the person 
for such service. 

(4) Violations. Any person duly licensed by the city as a house moving 
contractor, violating any of the provisions of this section, shall be deemed 
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guilty of a misdemeanor, and each violation shall be punishable as 
provided in section 1-5 of the City Code of San Antonio and by the 
suspension of such person's license for thirty days or both. 

(b) License. 

(1) Required; amount. Every person before engaging in moving a building 
or structure, shall have made application to the Building Official for a 
license and such license shall have been approved and issued for the 
current year. The fee for such license shall be $50 per year, payable on the 
first day of January of each year, or at the time of issuance. The fee for 
issuing a duplicate license for one lost, destroyed or mutilated shall be $5. 

(2) Surety bond. Before a house mover's license is issued, the applicant shall 
file with the city clerk a surety bond in the amount of $2,000, saving and 
protecting the city harmless from any and all damages and to pay for any 
and all damages to public property, that may arise from the use of any of 
the streets, alleys, boulevards or other public places in the moving of any 
building or structure. Such bond shall contain a provision for a 10-day 
written notice to the city of cancellation by the surety. 

(3) Liability insurance. Before a house mover's license is issued, the 
applicant shall file with the city clerk a public liability property damage 
insurance policy certificate naming the applicant as the assured and 
providing for the payment of any liability imposed by law upon such 
applicant to the extent of $10,000 for each person for bodily injury, 
$20,000 for bodily injury liability for each accident, and $5,000 for 
property damage liability for each accident. 

(4) Investigation; issuance. Upon execution of the bond and certificate of 
insurance required in sections (2) and (3), and their approval by the city 
clerk, the Building Official shall inspect, or cause to be inspected, the 
equipment and facilities to be used by the house-moving contractor and 
shall determine that the size, design and safety factors of any vehicle and 
other equipment used in the moving of any building or structure, are such 
that their operation on public property shall not cause damage to the 
pavement or other public improvements. Upon the approval of such 
vehicle and. other equipment, and the payment of the license fee, the 
license shall be issued to the person applying therefor, and he shall 
thereafter be known as a licensed house-moving contractor. 

(5) Transfer or assignment. It shall be unlawful for any person to lend, rent 
or transfer his license or any rights therein contained to any person for any 
person to make use of any such rights which are not actually his own, 
without the approval of the Building Official. 

(6) When not required. Nothing contained in this article shall require a 
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license or bond for the movement of oversized equipment, or buildings or 
structures of a temporary nature, when such equipment, building, or 
structures are within the legal road limit as required by the state statutes; 
nor shall bond and license be required of one passing through the city 
enroute between two other incorporated cities, except those cities in the 
county. 

(c) Permits. 

(1) Required. No person shall move any building or structure over, across, or 
along any street, public way or public place within the city until a permit 
for such work has been issued as provided in this section. 

(2) Application, information. A licensed house mover shall in each case 
before moving or preparing to move any building or structure, apply to the 
director of development services by written application for a permit to do 
so, in which application the building or structure to be moved shall be 
described with the extreme dimensions of its width, length and height, 
present location, the place to which it is proposed to be moved, and the 
location, on the lot at the destination. 

(3) Notice to owners of facilities. Before application for permit is made, the 
house mover shall notify the public utilities, railroads and other persons 
whose facilities are involved in such movement. 

(4) Notice to departments. Before application for permit is made, the house 
mover shall notify the police department, fire department and public 
works department, and shall obtain proper clearance from each of these 
departments in writing. This clearance shall specify the day of the week, 
hour of the day, the moving is to take place. The route to be taken shall be 
at the discretion of the police department and public works department. 

(d) Relocation of buildings. 

(1) Amounts of security as liquidated damages. The amount of the security 
required by sections (d)(7) and (d)(l 0) is the liquidated damages payable 
to the city for failure to comply with sections (d)( 6), (d)(7) and (d)(l 0), it 
being recognized that the damages to the city and the public occasioned by 
such failure will be difficult to determine and that the sum named has been 
agreed to as the amount of such damages. 

(2) Inspections and notice. The Building Official shall have periodic 
inspections made of the relocated building to determine whether the 
building has been brought into compliance with applicable codes and 
ordinances. If this is done within the time prescribed in section (d)(7), said 
director shall release the security required hereby. If such work is not 
completed within ninety days after the permit mentioned in section (d)(6) 
was issued, the BUilding Ofjicial shall so notify the permittee and the 
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surety, if any, by United States mails, certified or registered mail. 

(3) Exceptions. The security provided for herein shall not be required 
whenever a building is being moved to a location outside of the city or it is 
being relocated upon the same platted lot or tract of land, nor shall it be 
required for temporary location of buildings such as construction sheds 
and subdivision sales offices under temporary or special permits. 

(4) Prohibited relocations. Nothing herein shall be construed to permit 
nonresidential use of residential or any relocation of buildings in violation 
of the zoning ordinance, the fire protection code, or other codes or 
ordinances of the city. 

(5) Remedy cumulative. The provisions herein for security and its forfeiture 
shall be cumulative and not in lieu of any other remedy, penal or 
otherwise, that the city may have to enforce compliance with pertinent 
codes and ordinances. 

(6) Security required. 

a. Any person applying for a permit under Article I of this chapter to 
relocate a building on a lot or tract of land located within the city 
shall furnish security, as provided in section (d)(7), to ensure 
completion of necessary work, to the Building Official before any 
such permit is issued, such security to be filed with the city clerk. 
It shall be unlawful to relocate such building without compliance 
herewith. 

b. The security shall not be required whenever the building has been 
constructed within twelve months immediately preceding such 
permit application in accordance with city ordinances and codes, 
the building having received the required inspections during such 
construction. This exception does not apply to remodeling, 
renovations or repairs but only to new construction. 

(7) Amount, kind of security, exception. 

a. The amount of security required by section (d)(6) shall be 
determined and set by the Building Official in any even amounts of 
$1,000 from $2,000 to $5,000 based on the director's estimate of 
the cost of repairs necessary to comply with city codes and 
ordinances and any added requirements imposed by the board of 
adjustment. If the owner of the building being moved provides an 
executed repair contract with an independent building contractor, 
the amount stated in the contract shall be the amount of the 
required security. 

b. However, in no event shall any such security be in an amount less 
than $2,000. The security may be in the form of a deposit of cash 
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or of United States Treasury "bearer" bonds or a surety bond 
payable to the city. If a surety bond is submitted, it shall be in form 
approved by the city attorney, issued by a company authorized to 
do such business in the state, and shall name an agent in the county 
to receive notices and upon whom service may be had. Such 
security shall be furnished conditioned upon completion of all 
work upon such relocated building, necessary to bring it into 
compliance with the applicable codes and ordinances of the city, 
within ninety days of issuance of the permit described in section 
(d)(7), however, an additional period of 30 days may be granted by 
the Building Official if proper justification for such extension is 
shown. 

(8) Utility service. No utilities shall be provided to a moved building except 
those necessary for repairs or construction and in no event shall such 
utilities be provided for a period in excess of 90 days. 

(9) Certificate of occupancy. No moved building may be occupied or used 
in any manner until a certificate of occupancy has been issued by the 
Building Official. 

(10) Temporary removal; security, notices. 

a. Zones for temporary storage. A building may be moved to a 
location in J, K, L, M, I-I or 1-2 Zones for temporary storage or 
rehabilitation purposes for a period not to exceed six months with 
no utility connections to be made. 

b. Security. Security shall be furnished by the applicant for such 
moving permit in the amount of $500 to ensure removal of the 
building from its temporary location within the six-month period. 
The security may be in the form of a deposit of cash or of United 
States Treasury "bearer" bonds or a surety bond payable to the city. 
If a surety bond is submitted, it shall be in form approved by the 
city attorney, issued by a company authorized to do such business 
in the state, and shall name an agent in the county to receive 
notices and upon whom service may be had. Such security shall be 
furnished conditioned upon the removal of such building from its 
temporary location within six months after having been moved 
thereto. 

c. Forfeiture of security. The Building Official shall notify the city 
attorney whenever any person shall have failed to perform the 
necessary work or removal of a temporary located building, 
performance of which is the condition of the security required. 
Thereupon the city attorney shall prepare an appropriate ordinance 
or resolution for submission to the city council declaring forfeited 
the security furnished pursuant hereto. 
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d. Notices. If the building moved to a temporary location has been 
removed from the premises within the six-month period, the 
Building Official shall release the required surety. If such removal 
has not been completed within such period, the Building Official 
shall notify the permittee and the surety by certified or registered 
mail. 

Sec. 10-121 through 10-129. Reserved. 

ARTICLE XIII. SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS. 

Sec. 10-130. Signs and billboards. See Chapter 28, San Antonio Code and Articles I, II, III 
and XII of this chapter. 

Sec. 10-131 through 10-150. Reserved. 
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