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SECTION 1
PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY

Public Hearing Summary
City: City of San Antonio, Texas
County: Bexar County
City of San Antonio WBS#: 23-01581-04-02-01
City of San Antonio GL Code: 5201040
Time and Place Held: On November 29, 2018 at Wilshire Elementary School at 6523
Cascade Place, San Antonio, Texas 78218, an open house was held from 6:30 pm to
7:00 pm. The public hearing was held from 7:03 pm to 7:44 pm.
Proposed Improvements and Purpose of the Proposed Work:
The purpose of the project is to construct an access road for Fort Sam ISD to use as an
emergency route and for large events. Currently, access to the school is only through the
Joint Base San Antonio (JBSA) - Sam Houston base. Ft. Sam ISD requested a public
access to their facilities that would be a solution to their need for a general public entrance
to allow people to enter the school without having to go through the Winans entry control
point. The necessary security required for entering the school through JBSA – Sam
Houston creates logistical problems for the school, especially for large events with
numerous guests. The proposed roadway will run along the edge of John James Park,
land owned by the City of San Antonio. The land is used as a public park/recreational
area, and the proposed roadway project will result in impacts to approximately 8.514
acres of the park. Thus, Parks and Wildlife Code Chapter 26: Protection of Public Parks
and Recreational Lands was engaged as the use of the land would be converted from
public park land to a public roadway.
Upon construction of this new roadway, the school will be constructing a perimeter fence
that will be secured whenever the new public entrance is open, so the security of JBSA Sam Houston will not be compromised. The proposed road will be open at all times to
the public. There will be a gate at Winans Road from this new roadway to access the
school. This road may also serve as an emergency route for the public in the event first
responders need to gain access through this area to the school facilities.

This public hearing was engaged to satisfy the requirements of Parks and Wildlife Code
Chapter 26: Protection of Public Parks and Recreational Lands.
Environmental and Archeological Document Approval: A “Description of the
Environment Technical Report” was completed by a contracted consultant of the City of
San Antonio (COSA). Additionally, a cultural resources consultant completed an
archeological survey and report which was reviewed and approved by the Texas
Historical Commission on December 18, 2018.
Notices and Pre-Event Media Articles: The Public Notice was advertised in the San
Antonio Express News on the following dates: Thursday, November 8, 2018; Thursday,
November 15, 2018; and Thursday, November 22, 2018. No pre-event news articles
(other than the publication of the Public Notice) were published prior to the meeting.
Electronic postings of the notice and the event were included on COSA’s website on the
Transportation and Capital Improvements (TCI) Department event calendar page.
Any individuals who had special communication needs or other concerns were afforded
the opportunity to contact COSA prior to the public hearing event to arrange for the
necessary accommodations in order to attend the event. No special requests were
received by COSA.
Property owners and other interested parties possibly affected by the by the creation of
the new roadway were directly sent a copy of the public notice and a map depicting the
proposed roadway location.
Post-Event Media Articles: No post-event news articles were published within the 10day post-event comment period.
Attendance: A total of thirty-seven (37) people signed-in or were present at the meeting.
Of these persons, twenty-six (26) were public citizens, one (1) was a representative of an
elected official (District 2 Council Office), six (6) were COSA Transportation and Capital
Improvements staff (Mr. Richard Casiano was not documented on the sign-in sheet), and
three (3) were project consultants (environmental, design, and public hearing staff). One
(1) court reporter was also present and is included in the attendance count.
Exhibits: A map depicting the location of the new roadway was provided for public view
in large-scale format during the Open House of the public hearing event. The location

was depicted on an aerial photograph accompanied by parcel lines and labels of nearby
roads and landmarks. One copy of the “Description of the Environment Technical Report”
and one copy of the “Draft Archeological Report” for this project were available for review
by the public at the registration table. Mr. Sean Strong, PE and other COSA staff were
present during the open house to describe the proposed project area.
Verbal and Written Questions and Comments from the Public: Both verbal and
written comment cards were available at the registration table during the public hearing.
These comments cards were pointed out to individuals in attendance during sign-in.
Verbal and written comments were received during the public hearing event. A total of
eight (8) individuals from the public signed up to make verbal statements after the formal
presentation. These individuals were called up one at a time and given five minutes each
to express their support or concerns or to ask questions which were documented by a
court reporter. Two (2) written comment cards were received during the hearing, as well.
No post-hearing written questions or comments were received by COSA by the end of
the comment period on December 13, 2018. Comments received at the hearing and
COSA’s responses are included in Section 8 of this summary report.

SECTION 2
PHOTOS TAKEN AT THE PUBLIC HEARING

Photo 1. Sign-in table including sign-in sheets, Chapter 26 information, comment cards, and
technical documents.

Photo 2. View of the front of the room where public hearing was held. This view includes
several attendees and the exhibit on display during the open house.

Photo 3. Another view of the front of the room as COSA staff engage with attendees

Photo 4. View of Mr. Richard Casiano (COSA Capital Projects Officer) addressing attendees

Photo 5. A view of the rooms as Mr. Richard Casiano addresses attendees

Photo 6. Additional view of Mr. Richard Casiano addressing attendees during the presentation

SECTION 3
PUBLIC HEARING ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES TO
ADJACENT LANDOWNERS AND INTERESTED PARTIES
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MEDICAID
From page B1
ballot initiatives to expand the
program and bring health coverage to a total of about a third of a
million people. In Montana, a
Medicaid expansion ballot question failed.
In another election night stunner, Democrat Laura Kelly won
the governor’s race in Kansas after
campaigning on the promise to expand Medicaid and bring health
coverage to 150,000 low-income
adults in her Republican-entrenched state.
But for those in Texas who have
long fought for such an outcome,
the midterm election showed that
once again it appears to be out of
reach.
“Texas is not going to expand
Medicaid, so we might as well start
talking about something Texas can
do to meet the public’s expectation that they should solve health
care problems,” said Elena Marks,
CEO of the Houston-based Episcopal Health Foundation who has
been a proponent of the Affordable Care Act but also wants to see
improvements to the health care
law. “Let’s stop framing the discussion in terms of will we/won’t we
expand Medicaid and instead ask
will we/won’t we address the access to care needs of Texans?”
Robert Henneke, general counsel for the Texas Public Policy
Foundation, a conservative think
tank in Austin, said, “There are
dramatic changes coming, but
they were not driven” by the election.
He predicted that people in the
state will eventually benefit from
the loosening of health insurance

Elizabeth Conley / Houston Chronicle

The midterm election results in Texas mean little governmental change is likely anytime soon in
health care.
regulations by the Trump administration, which allow for cheaper
but less comprehensive coverage
than what is offered under the Affordable Care Act.
In other Texas races, the win by
Attorney General Ken Paxton further cements the Republican grip
on state leadership, but it is also a
symbolic victory for the lawsuit to
overturn the ACA that waits in a
federal courthouse in Fort Worth.
Paxton led the coalition of 20 attorneys generals that filed the
challenge in February. He argued
that when Congress passed the bill
late last year to eliminate the tax
penalty for not having health coverage — a key pillar for the law
known as Obamacare — the entire
law became unconstitutional, including the consumer protections

against being dropped or charged
more by insurers for pre-existing
conditions.
The Trump administration in
June announced its support of the
lawsuit by refusing to defend the
current health care law. Although
a decision is expected in federal
court by year’s end, it is believed
the lawsuit will ultimately wind up
in the U.S. Supreme Court. If so, it
would be the third time there has
been a Supreme Court challenge
of the law passed in 2010.
Before the election, the Senate’s majority leader, Mitch
McConnell, said if Republicans
maintained control of both houses
in Congress, they would renew efforts to legislatively repeal the law.
Such plans probably will not survive now that Democrats have a

majority in the House. Still, the
ACA’s fate remains an open question as the White House can continue to chip away at it administratively as it has done steadily for
two years.
Few words stirred more passion
this election cycle than “pre-existing conditions,” with Democrats
accusing Republicans of turning
their back on the millions who
have chronic health conditions or
past medical ailments that prior to
the ACA would have made them
uninsurable or priced out of coverage.
It wasn’t so long ago that Democrats sprinted away from Obamacare, back when it was seen as a
liability because of its unpopularity. But that was then.
This time around, as the nation

began to embrace the law, even
those Republicans who had repeatedly tried to kill it — Texas Sen.
Ted Cruz once promised to repeal
“every word of it” — found themselves playing defense by promising to protect pre-existing conditions.
That strategy had mixed results
Tuesday in Texas. Cruz won reelection against Democrat U.S.
Rep. Beto O’Rourke by declaring
his opponent was too liberal for
the state.
O’Rourke put health care front
and center in his bid, backing the
expansion of Medicaid and stumping for “universal, guaranteed,
high-quality health care for all.”
Many supporters as well as opponents saw that as code for support
of a single-payer system similar to
those used in other industrialized
nations such as Canada, Japan and
most European countries.
Democrat newcomer Lizzie
Pannill Fletcher was more successful when she used health care
as a blunt instrument to unseat
longtime Republican congressman John Culberson. In a series of
ads, she hammered at Culberson’s
attempts to repeal Obamacare,
which she said translated to taking
away people’s pre-existing condition protections.
Culberson had to scramble to
move past the accusation, offering
that he had no intention of leaving
people without protection, but favored alternatives to the ACA.
In the end, Fletcher’s argument
may have won the day, but it remains to be seen how much her
victory will mean to the health of
Texas.
jenny.deam@chron.com
twitter.com/jenny_deam

MARKETS
From page B1
nal gridlock could slow or
dampen some Republican
policy initiatives that have
big implications on the U.S.
economy, including a proposed second tax cut and a
fix for health care.
Analysts also expect Republicans will have to back
down on some initiatives as
campaigning for the next
election will start soon.
“The likelihood of policy
gridlock will almost certainly increase, with Republican efforts to make
the 2017 individual tax cuts
permanent or eliminate
Obamacare likely to be off
the table until following
the 2020 presidential and
congressional elections,”
said John Raines, Head of
Political Risk for IHS Markit.
There are areas where
Democrats and Republicans will have an easier
time coming together.
“Infrastructure
and
Medicare reform are two
areas of policymaking
where the two parties
some
common
share
ground,” said Bernard Yaros, an economist at
Moody’s Analytics.
The White House and
Senate Democrats both
recognize that America’s
infrastructure — such as
roads, bridges and dams —
are in desperate need of investment. But funding for
broad infrastructure work,
which can enhance productivity and bolster the
economy, will likely be

OIL
From page B1
Trump administration accountable for dangerous
policies that only make it
worse.”
The industry also will
face the unfriendly fire
without key allies, such as
Rep. John Culberson, RHouston, who lost to political
newcomer
Lizzie
Fletcher, and Rep. Pete Sessions, R-Dallas, who lost to
former NFL player Colin
Allred. They and other Republicans will be unable to
stop Democrats from hauling energy executives to
committee rooms to explain their role and influence in the Trump administration’s rollback of regulations.
“I am concerned in the
simple fact that we have a
lot of Democrats who subscribe to President Obama’s conviction that oil and
gas is evil energy, and I’m
certain they will go after
Texas’ major industry,”
said Rep. Kevin Brady, R-

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Granite Inliner, LLC is seeking proposals
from SMWVB contractors for all relative
disciplines for the following project: 2018
Unspecified CIPP Sewer Project SAWS Job
No. 18-4530/ SAWS Solicitation No.
CO-00236. Plans and specifications can be
downloaded at the SAWS Business Center
Website or you can contact Tommy Schulz,
tommy.schulz@gcinc.com, or Melissa
Zelaya, Melissa.zelaya@gcinc.com or by
phone at 281.838.1500. Responses must
be received no later than 4:00 PM on
November 9th, 2018.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Granite Inliner, LLC is seeking proposals
from SMWVB contractors for all relative
disciplines for the following project:
Multiple Sewershed Package 5 SAWS Job
No. 17-4551/ SAWS Solicitation No.
CO-00237. Plans and specifications can be
downloaded at the SAWS Business Center
Website or you can contact Tommy Schulz,
tommy.schulz@gcinc.com, or Melissa
Zelaya, Melissa.zelaya@gcinc.com or by
phone at 281.838.1500. Responses must
be received no later than 4:00 PM on
November 8th, 2018.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Richard Drew / Associated Press

Technology and health care stocks were broadly higher Wednesday on Wall
Street as the results of the midterm elections were as investors had expected.
stalled by negotiations between the parties on funding.
“Trump and Senate
Democrats have both
rolled out plans this year
calling for significant increases in infrastructure
spending,” Yaros said.
“Were the two to come together on this issue, they
would still face an uphill
battle in reconciling stark
differences between their
plans in terms of the federal government’s contribution and how to pay for
more infrastructure spending.”
Both sides appear to be
fairly aligned on Medicare.
“I do think that large
pharmaceutical
companies are convenient targets

The Woodlands, the outgoing chairman of the House
Ways and Means Committee. “I think that’s a huge
mistake, and we will fight
it.”
During the midterm
campaign, climate change
was a frequent topic for
Democratic candidates as
they sought to distinguish
themselves from their Republican opponents. But
with Democrats failing to
achieve the “Blue Wave”
they had hoped for, there
are questions how seriously Democratic leaders such
as presumptive House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi are
going to address the issue.
Democrats will have the
power to hold hearings,
conduct investigations and
pass bills in the House. But
with Republicans still controlling the White House
and Senate, Democrats
face a difficult time enacting legislation into law
without GOP support.
“It’ll be noisier. There
will be hearings o-rama.
But in terms of action, not
so much,” said Robert

for criticism” for both parties, said Mark Hamrick,
senior economic analyst
for Bankrate.
Attacking deficit spending may not be so easy.
Democrats have complained loudly about the
growing deficit spending,
which the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office estimates at $782 billion for this fiscal year, an
increase of $116 billion from
last year’s shortfall. Analysts expect the Democratic-led Congress to push
against proposals for additional tax breaks but is unlikely to do any heavy lifting when it comes to deficit
spending.
“There are not a lot of
people raising their hands

McNally, president of the
Rapidan Energy Group, a
consulting firm outside
Washington. “We don’t see
them rolling President
Trump, but the pace of deregulation at EPA will probably slow down because officials will be much busier
dealing with subpoenas.”
For now, most expect
the partisan gridlock that
has pervaded Washington
over the past decade to
continue. But a couple of
energy issues have increased odds for action
with a Democratic majority
in the House, McNally said.
Congress is already
weighing so-called NOPEC
legislation authorizing the
attorney general to sue nations within the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries for manipulating oil prices, a move opposed by the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce and the
American Petroleum Institute, the energy industry
lobby. And members of
both parties are watching
for signs of further interference by Russia in U.S. poli-

about things they want to
give up when it comes to
federal spending,” Hamrick said.
Regardless of how well
the
divided
Congress
works together, the Federal Reserve will continue to
be in the driver’s seat. The
Fed has been gradually
raising short-term interest
rates to keep inflation in
check with the next adjustment expected in December. The Fed is expected to
raise rates at least two
more times next year.
“The bottom line is that
they are still very much a
key factor for 2019,” Eschweiler said.

Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Wine
and Beer Retailer’s
Permit and a Retail
Dealer’s On-Premise
Late Hours License by
Angie Ann Chavarria
dba Vaquer@s Hideout
to be located at 1552
W. Poplar, San Antonio,
Bexar County, TX 78207.
Angie Ann
Chavarria-Owner
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Mixed
Beverage Permit and a
Food and Beverage
Certificate by Copal
Comida Mexicana LLC
dba Copal Comida
Mexicana LLC to be
located at 5720 Bandera
Rd., Suite 1, San
Antonio, Bexar County
Texas, 78238.

john.roper@chron.com
twitter.com/jcroper

Officer of said
corportation is Manuel
Cerrillo Jr., Member
tics, with an eye toward in- NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
creasing sanctions. One
LEGAL NOTICE
potential target of sanctions would be the Nordstream 2 pipeline project,
connecting Russian gas
with European gas markets.
Lee Fuller, executive
vice president of the Independent Petroleum Association of America, which represents smaller oil and gas
producers, said Democrats
undoubtedly will come under pressure from their
constituencies to take action against climate change
and rein in oil and gas development. But he added,
“How many other things do
they want to pursue, and
how much time do they
have?
“I think we’re going to
have to see it sort out over
the next several month.
There’s people who want
to spend all their times impeaching Trump.”
Kevin Diaz contributed to
this report.

james.osborne@chron.com
twitter.com/@osborneja

Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Wine
and Beer Retailer’s
Permit by Juan Alberto
Rodriguez dba 281 Meat
Market Inc. to be
located at 24842 US
HWY 281 S., #1
San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas, 78264
Officer/Manager of said
Juan Alberto Rodriguez,
President and Imelda
Rodriguez, Secretary
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Wine
and Beer Retailer’s
Permit (BG) by Texas
Hamburger Company, to
be located at 9010
Huebner Rd., San
Antonio, Bexar County,
Texas 78240.
William Cantu Jr.,
President
Estela E. Cantu,
Vice President
WECANTU
CORPORATION

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FT. SAM ISD ROADWAY PROJECT
WILSHIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
6523 CASCADE PLACE
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78218
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM: OPEN HOUSE
7:00 PM: PUBLIC HEARING
PRESENTATION
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD TO
FOLLOW PRESENTATION
The City of San Antonio (CoSA) will
conduct an open house and public hearing
for the purpose of discussing the proposed
construction of a new roadway extending
from Winans Road to Rittiman Road in the
City of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.
On November 29, 2018 the open house
will be held from 6:30 PM to 7:00 PM, with
the Public Hearing beginning at 7:00 PM
on November 29, 2018. The Public Hearing
will be held at Wilshire Elementary School,
located at 6523 Cascade Place in San
Antonio, Texas.
The purpose of the project is to construct
an access road for Fort Sam ISD to use as
an emergency route and for large events.
Currently, access to Robert G. Cole Middle
School and Robert G. Cole High School is
limited to the entrance through the Fort
Sam Houston base.
This Public Hearing is being held in
response to Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Code regarding Protection of
Public Parks and Recreational Lands
because the project will result in impacts
to 8.514 acres of land in John James Park.
The purpose of the open house and
hearing is to inform the public about the
project and encourage the public to
comment and ask questions. Maps,
drawings, and other pertinent information
will be available for public inspection.
During the open house the public will be
able to discuss the project in an informal
manner with CoSA staff and project
consultants. Comments can be submitted
either written or verbally and will become
part of the official Public Hearing record.
The comments will be considered when
making future project related decisions.
Individuals interested in attending the
hearing who have special communication
or accommodation needs are requested to
contact Richard Casiano, Sr. at 210-2078218 at least five (5) business days prior to
the hearing. Since the hearing will be
conducted in English, any requests for
language interpreters or other special
communication needs should also be
made to the same number at least five
business days prior to the Public Hearing.
CoSA will make every reasonable effort to
accommodate these needs.
Verbal or written comments relative to the
proposed project may be presented at the
hearing. Written comments may be
submitted on or before November 29,
2018 to Sean Strong at P.O. Box 839966,
San Antonio, Texas 78283-3966.

CITATION
Case Number: 2017CV07158
TAMMY L COMO
vs.
KIMBERLY A MENDOZA
IN THE COUNTY COURT
AT LAW N0.10
BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS
"THE STATE OF TEXAS"
Directed To: KIMBERLY A MENDOZA
11110 QUAI PASS
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78249-3143
’You have been sued. You may employ an
attorney. If you or your attorney do not file
a written answer with the clerk who issued
this citation by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday
next following the expiration of twenty
days after you were served this citation
and petition, a default judgment may be
taken against you.’ Said petition was filed
on the 14th day of December, 2017.
ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF
SAID COURT ON THIS 20TH DAY OF
DECEMBER, A.D., 2017.
FERNANDO R CRUZ
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF
8100 BROADWAY ST
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78209-1946
GERARD RICKHOFF
County Clerk of Bexar County, Texas
100 Dolorosa, Suite 104
San Antonio, Texas 78205
By: Aurora Bayardo, Deputy

San Antonio Express-News | ExpressNews.com and mySA.com | Thursday, November 15, 2018 |

B5

BUSINESS

Economic expansion may be
slowing, Dallas Fed reports
By John Roper
STA FF W RI T E R

A slight decline in job
growth and a cooling off of
the Texas housing market
may be signs that the state’s
robust economic expansion could be starting to
slow, according to a report
by the Federal Reserve
Bank in Dallas.
Although the Texas economy is continuing to expand, the Fed’s Texas Economic Update report finds
it is “showing signs of moderating.”
“The Texas economy is
continuing to grow at a robust pace, although it’s
somewhat
moderating
from what we saw earlier in
the year,” Dallas Fed Assistant Economist Christopher Slijk said. “Job growth
in the third quarter was 2.4
percent, which is down
from the previous two
quarters but still outpacing
the national average.”
A tight labor market has
emerged as unemployment

AAOG
From page B1
take some (issue) with the
phrase that they’re our
lender since they never actually lent the company
money,” Wynne said.
Wynne told Chief U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge Ronald
King that AAOG likely will
be initiating litigation
KCO7.
Wynne
against
didn’t elaborate on the potential claims.
King ended the hearing
by advising the parties to
work together.
“I hope everyone will
work together in this case,”
King said. “That’s what
we’re here for, to decide
disputes. But I hope at least

Jerry Lara / Staff photographer

Keith Phillips is senior economist at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas, which issued the forecast.
in Texas hit a historical low
of 3.8 percent in September
(4.1 percent in Houston). In
turn, employers here are
having difficulties finding
qualified workers to fill
many key positions, partic-

the attorneys will work together collegially and try to
resolve disputes where
they can, and keep them to
a minimum when they
can’t.”
AAOG is the parent company of exploration and
production company Kern
River Holding Inc. and a
small power company
called Western Power and
Steam Inc.
Kern River Holding has a
more than 200-acre lease
in the Kern River Oil Field
near Bakersfield, Calif.,
where it has almost 200
wells.
KCO7 last month declared AAOG in default on
the secured debt for failing
to abide by hedging obligations. KCO7 lawyer Warren

ularly in skilled labor.
Job gains are still climbing, with Houston, Austin
and El Paso all growing at a
3.9 percent annualized
rate.
The Texas housing mar-

said that has become an issue with oil prices dropping by about $20 a barrel
since early October.
“They hoped that oil
prices would rebound, that
something would happen
to put them back in the
money,” Warren said. “Our
concern is that the performance of this company has
deteriorated, and we doubt
very much a hockey-stick
recovery is about to be realized.”
Both sides seem to agree
on at least one item: The
bankruptcy is about the
value of the debtors’ assets.
Morris said the companies’ equity value ranges
from $35 million to $55 million. KCO7 believes the
companies’
equity
is

ket may be experiencing
some supply and demand
issues that are causing it to
decelerate, the report said.
Home sales across the
state’s major metropolitan
areas have been flat in recent months, particularly
for those costing $250,000
to $749,000, a range that is
largely credited for driving
growth in the housing sector over the last few years.
The report said that
home inventories are at “a
very low 3.7 months’ supply, suggesting a very tight
housing market, which
could be constraining
home sales,” Slijk said.
The U.S. Federal Reserve
has been raising short-term
interest rates this year and
is planning to continue to
increase them in coming
months to help cool down
the economy. Mortgage
rates have consequently
been rising and affecting affordability and purchasing
power.
john.roper@chron.com

worthless.
King granted AAOG’s request to use cash that
serves as collateral for
KCO7’s loans.
KCO7 didn’t oppose the
motion, but Warren emphasized it’s only an interim order.
“We don’t want to shut
down the debtor immediately. That’s not our goal,”
he said. “We do not believe
that the debtor can give us
adequate protection, and
we do not believe it would
be entitled to use cash collateral over our objection.”
A motion for a final order on the use of cash collateral likely will be filed at
a later date.
pdanner@express-news.net

That Siri just keeps getting smarter
Apple’s virtual digital
assistant, Siri, was introduced in 2011 with the
iPhone 4S and is now
available on most Apple
devices. It’s been revised
and updated by Apple
with almost every operating system update over
the ensuing years. And
since it relies on machine
learning to help it become
even smarter, you might
say it’s been under continuous development for the
better part of a decade.
It seems to me Siri has
become smarter in Apple’s latest operating
system updates, including
iOS 12, macOS 10.14 Mojave
and watchOS 5.
For example, I needed
to pay a parking ticket at
any Austin Community
College, so I got in my car
and headed toward the
campus where I attend
classes. It occurred to me
that ACC has like a dozen
campuses spread around
the region. While I only
know the location of two

(mine and
the big one
at Highland
Mall), the
ticket said I
could pay it
at any
BOB
LEVITUS
campus.
Dr. Mac
So, I asked
Siri for
directions to the closest
Austin Community College campus. Not only did
she find a campus that
was much closer, it was a
campus I’d never heard of
or seen before. Bottom
line: Siri saved me at least
30 minutes of unnecessary driving.
Here’s another one I
recently discovered: I can
ask Siri to alert me when
it’s time to leave for an
appointment based on
current traffic conditions.
And another: “Hey, Siri
… open the Keynote presentation I was working
on yesterday.”
One of my new favorites is using Siri as a translator: “Hey, Siri … How do

Associated Press file photo

Go ahead, you skeptics:
Give Siri a try.
I say ‘I am allergic to peanuts’ in Spanish?”
I also use Siri many
times a day to augment
my aging memory, using
phrases like:
• Remind me to call my
mother when I get to the
office.
• Remind me to buy
3 ½-inch deck screws
when I’m near Home
Depot.
• Remind me to get
milk when I’m near H-E-B.
I love using Siri when
I’m in my car for handsfree calls or short text

messages, and I’ve noticed a couple of less
obvious things lately. For
one, Siri has gotten better
at recognizing speech
over Bluetooth in my car.
Since the car hasn’t
changed, it must be that
Siri is improving.
The second is even
cooler — Siri can trigger
Shortcuts on your iPhone
or iPad. For example,
whenever I see a web
page I want to read later, I
tell Siri to run “Message to
me,” which is a Shortcut I
created that sends the
URL to me in a text message with a single tap. Or,
“Hey, Siri. Read this,” to
run the Shortcut that
instructs Siri to read text
on the screen aloud.
The bottom line is that
Siri is better than ever
today. If you aren’t using
it because of its past foibles, you should give it
another try.
bob@workingsmarter
formacusers.com

Wiping computer clean? Try a hammer
Q: I replaced an old
laptop with a new one,
and now the old one is
sitting around collecting
dust. I'd like to dispose
of it by giving it to one of
those computer recycling companies near
me. Thing is, my old
laptop was used to create tax returns and has
lots of obsolete files still
on it and other sensitive
personal information.
What should I do to sanitize the hard drive before taking the laptop to
the recycle center?
A: When disposing of an
unused or unwanted computer, scrub the hard drive
so that all of your personal
data is removed. You don’t
want someone accessing
any banking, tax or personal data from the discarded computer.
There are a few options.

The
simplest is
to remove
the hard
drive and
physically
destroy it.
BY JAY LEE
Help Line
And by that
I mean drill
holes in it with a power
drill or smash it with a
sledgehammer.
A less violent option is to
erase the drive using a tool
that is designed to wipe the
data in such a way that it
cannot be recovered.
Check out Darik’s Boot
And Nuke, also known as
DBAN. It will securely erase
your hard drive, and you
can dispose of your hardware with confidence.
Learn more at tinyurl.com/
helplinedban.
Q: I have a Microsoft
Surface Pro, and lately I

have been having trouble with the keyboard
cover. If I move the computer, even slightly, it
seems to disconnect and
pushes the computer
into tablet mode, which
disables the mouse and
the keyboard. I can’t get
the mouse and keyboard
to work again unless I
reboot. How can I fix
this?
A: The keyboard cover is
an add-on for the Surface
Pro and uses magnets to
line up the connectors and
keep them in place.
The first thing I would
do is try cleaning the connectors on the keyboard
cover and cleaning the
ports where the case connects to the tablet. A little
compressed air should do
the trick. This is to make
sure you don’t have any
dust or other particulate

matter interfering with the
connection.
Another thing is to make
sure the Surface Pro is not
set to switch to tablet mode
automatically. If it is set
this way, it will switch to
tablet mode as soon as the
keyboard is disconnected,
which may be happening
when you move the computer.
To change this setting,
go to the Tablet Mode tab
under Settings and System.
Change the “make Windows more touch friendly”
option on or off, and then
select whether the device
switches modes automatically, prompts you or
never switches.
I would set it to prompt
so it doesn’t just flip from
computer to tablet mode
without your consent.
helpline@chron.com

METHANE
From page B1
on new ozone.
San Antonio is just north
of the oil and gas region
known as the Eagle Ford
Shale.
Belmares, who is also a
community organizer with
Moms Clean Air Force, a
grass-roots environmental
group, blames oil and gas
pollution for a niece’s recent
diagnosis of asthma at age
40.
But the American Petroleum Institute said the EPA’s
proposed rule changes
don’t go far enough. The
proposal “fails to reduce the
burden of overlapping regulatory requirements that
have no environmental benefit,” said Howard Feldman,
senior director of regulatory
and scientific affairs for the
oil and gas industry group.
“Duplicative and costly
regulations with little or no
environmental
benefit
could increase the cost of
energy for Americans, undermine our competitive-

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FT. SAM ISD ROADWAY PROJECT
WILSHIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
6523 CASCADE PLACE
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78218
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM: OPEN HOUSE
7:00 PM: PUBLIC HEARING
PRESENTATION
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD TO
FOLLOW PRESENTATION
The City of San Antonio (CoSA) will
conduct an open house and public hearing
for the purpose of discussing the proposed
construction of a new roadway extending
from Winans Road to Rittiman Road in the
City of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.
On November 29, 2018 the open house
will be held from 6:30 PM to 7:00 PM, with
the Public Hearing beginning at 7:00 PM
on November 29, 2018. The Public Hearing
will be held at Wilshire Elementary School,
located at 6523 Cascade Place in San
Antonio, Texas.
The purpose of the project is to construct
an access road for Fort Sam ISD to use as
an emergency route and for large events.
Currently, access to Robert G. Cole Middle
School and Robert G. Cole High School is
limited to the entrance through the Fort
Sam Houston base.
This Public Hearing is being held in
response to Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Code regarding Protection of
Public Parks and Recreational Lands
because the project will result in impacts
to 8.514 acres of land in John James Park.
The purpose of the open house and
hearing is to inform the public about the
project and encourage the public to
comment and ask questions. Maps,
drawings, and other pertinent information
will be available for public inspection.
During the open house the public will be
able to discuss the project in an informal
manner with CoSA staff and project
consultants. Comments can be submitted
either written or verbally and will become
part of the official Public Hearing record.
The comments will be considered when
making future project related decisions.
Individuals interested in attending the
hearing who have special communication
or accommodation needs are requested to
contact Richard Casiano, Sr. at 210-2078218 at least five (5) business days prior to
the hearing. Since the hearing will be
conducted in English, any requests for
language interpreters or other special
communication needs should also be
made to the same number at least five
business days prior to the Public Hearing.
CoSA will make every reasonable effort to
accommodate these needs.
Verbal or written comments relative to the
proposed project may be presented at the
hearing. Written comments may be
submitted on or before November 29,
2018 to Sean Strong at P.O. Box 839966,
San Antonio, Texas 78283-3966.
PUBLIC HEARING
A PUBLIC HEARING WAS HELD BEFORE
THE SAN ANTONIO BUILDING STANDARDS BOARD ON November 8, 2018 AT
1901 S. Alamo St. in the Board Room
of the Cliff Morton Development and
Business Services Center, One Stop
Building TO OFFICIALLY DETERMINE
WHETHER THE BELOW PREMISES WERE
IN NEED OF DEMOLITION.
ON, November 8, 2018 THE BSB
ORDERED THE STRUCTURES ON THESE
PROPERTIES TO BE DEMOLISHED:
4835 Gus Eckert Rd
30 Day Demolition (building #4 and
building #5)
330 Rounds St
30 Day Demolition (main and
accessory structures)
139 Baetz Blvd W
30 Day Demolition (main and
accessory structures)
2012 Lyons St
30 Day Demolition (main structure)
ON November 8, 2018, THE BSB
ORDERED THE FOLLOWING MATTERS:
727 S Trinity St
The Board modifies the determinations and actions of the Development
Services Department and reduces the
actual cost of $194.00 to $100.00 for
the abatement clearing and upholds
the administrative charge of $180.00.
2823 Vera Cruz St
The Board modifies the determinations and actions of the Development
Services Department and reduces the
actual cost of $281.00 to $100.00 for
the abatement clearing and upholds
the administrative charge of $180.00.
A COMPLETE COPY OF THE RELATED
ORDERS MAY BE OBTAINED BY WRITING
TO THE CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION,
P. O. BOX 839966, SAN ANTONIO, TX.
78283-3966. ATTN: BSB

ness and hinder our ability
to provide the energy our
nation will continue to demand for many years to
come,” he said.
Belmares countered that
controlling methane emissions and protecting the environment are at the center
of the EPA’s existence.
“All of us here can’t emphasize enough that these
health protections work,
and we need to keep them in
place for our children and
everybody else’s health,”
Belmares said.

Lea Suzuki / file photo

Moms Clean Air Force
members protest in San
Francisco. The group
also spoke Wednesday.

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
DR. ALAN SIQUEIROS’
OFFICE HAS RELOCATED
New Office Location
10007 Huebner Road Building 4 Suite
402 San Antonio, Texas 78240
(210) 692-0361

Patients have the right to obtain a
copy of their medical record or have
their medical record transferred to
another physician.
Please contact Records Custodian
Leonard E Deal MD PA
12446 West Avenue Suite 200
San Antonio, Texas 78216

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
SUMNER COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE INTEREST OF:
Name GISSELLE DEW
Case No. 16 JC 70
Year of Birth 2007 -Female
NOTICE OF HEARING-Publication
Pursuant to K.S.A. 38-2237
TO: VERONICA CUELLAR,
DEMETRIUS DEW
and all other persons who are
or may be concerned
You are hereby notified that a motion to
terminate has been filed in this court. The
Court may find that the parents are unfit
by reason or conduct or condition which
renders the parents unable to care
properly for a child, the conduct or
condition is unlikely to change in the
foreseeable future, the parental rights of
the parent should be terminated, and a
permanent custodian should be appointed
for the child.
A hearing on the petition is scheduled
for the 3rd day of December, 2018 at 1:30
p.m. At the hearing the Court may issue
orders relating to the care, custody and
control of the child. The hearing will
determine if the parents should be
deprived of their parental rights and the
right to custody of the child.
The parent(s), and any other person
having legal custody are required to
appear before this Court on the date and
time shown, or to file your written
response to the petition with the Clerk of
the District Court prior to that time. Failure
to respond or to appear before the Court at
the time shown will not prevent the Court
from entering judgment as requested in
the petition, finding that the child is a
Child in Need of Care, removing the child
from the custody of parent, parents or any
other present legal custodian until further
order of the Court, or finding the parents
unfit, and entering an order permanently
terminating the parents’ parental rights.
An attorney has been appointed as
guardian ad litem for the child: Shawn R.
DeJarnett, Sumner County Courthouse.
You have the right to appear before the
Court and be heard personally, either with
or without an attorney. The Court may
order one or both parents to pay child
support.
Date and time of hearing: 3rd day of
December, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.
Place of hearing: Sumner County Courthouse, 501 N Washington, Wellington, KS
67152
IT IS SO ISSUED.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Beer
Retail Dealer’s
Off-Premise Permit,
Package Store Permit,
Package Store Tasting
Permit by Gabriel
Terrazas Jr. dba Dee
Dee’s Liquor to be
located at 414 N.
General McMullen, Suite
104, San Antonio,
Bexar County, Texas,
78237
Gabriel Terrazas Jr.,
Owner
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
NOTICE
Commission for a Mixed
TO THE PUBLIC
The Christian School at Castle Hills Beverage Permit and a
admits students of any race, color, Mixed Beverage Late
national and ethnic origin to all the Hours Permit by Mary
rights, privileges, programs, and Lou Treso dba Reptilez
activities generally accorded or made
Venue to be located at
available to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis 5418 Enrique M. Barrera
of race, color, national and ethnic Pkwy., San Antonio,
origin in administration of its educational policies, scholarship and loan Bexar County, Tx.
programs, and athletic and other 78227.
school-administered programs.
Officer of said
WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
corporation:
DR. LEONARD E. DEAL’S
Owner-Mary Lou Treso
OFFICE HAS RELOCATED
New Office Location
598 North Union Ave Suite 250
New Braunfels, Texas 78130
(210) 656-3600

Patients have the right to obtain a copy
of their medical record or have their
medical record transferred to another
physician.
Please contact Records Custodian
Leonard E Deal MD PA
12446 West Avenue Suite 200
San Antonio, Texas 78216
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BUSINESS

Refineries expanding for Permian oil
Refitting facilities to handle light crude
can pay off with more production
By Marissa Luck
STA FF W RI T E R

Gulf Coast oil refiners are looking to take advantage of the flood
of cheap oil from West Texas by investing millions, if not billions, of
dollars to expand and upgrade refineries to handle lighter grades of
crude flowing from the Permian
Basin and other shale plays.
Most Gulf Coast refineries are
configured to process heavier
crudes from Latin America and
Canada, which has limited their
abilities to capitalize on the record
production from the Permian,
where output has reached 3.7 million barrels a day — about onethird of U.S. production. Those refining constraints have come into
focus recently as crude from the
Permian trades at significant discounts to U.S. and international
benchmark prices, in part because
a lack of pipelines have made it difficult to deliver oil from West Texas
to Gulf Coast markets.
Some of nation’s biggest energy
companies are considering expanding their refining capacity to
capitalize on their growing production in West Texas. Exxon Mobil of Irving and Chevron of San
Ramon, Calif., have each invested
billions of dollars in acquiring and
developing holdings in the Permian.
Exxon Mobil is in the midst of
engineering, designing and planning for an additional unit at its
Beaumont refinery, which would
add roughly 250,000 barrels per a
day of additional capacity to process light crude, according to the
company. Construction of the new
unit is expected to start in 2019
with a startup expected in 2022. A
proposed expansion at the Baytown, La., refinery would also add
another 60,000 barrels per a day
of added light crude capacity

there, although the timing on that
project isn’t clear, a spokesperson
said.
The refining projects are part of
the $20 billion of investments Exxon has planned for growing its
manufacturing capacity on the
Gulf Coast, including expansions
of its petrochemical plants.
Chevron said in October that is
considering buying or building a
refinery in the Houston area to
take take advantage of its increasing production in the Permian Basin, where the company holds 2.2
million net acres. Chevron has a
big petrochemical footprint in
Houston through its joint venture
with Philips 66, but it doesn’t have
any Texas refineries.
Analysts have speculated that
Chevron is targeting the Pasadena
refinery owned by the Brazilian
national oil company Petrobras as
a potential acquisition. Chevron
declined to comment on whether
it’s considering buying the Pasadena refinery.
Other companies already have
upgraded refiners to benefit from
the Permian boom. San Antoniobased Valero in 2016 invested $750
million into adding crude topping
units at refineries in Houston and
Corpus Christi to process lighter
crude from the Permian, according to the company. Motiva’s Port
Arthur refinery underwent a $10
billion expansion in 2012 that
boosted its light crude capacity,
and made it the largest refinery in
the U.S., according to the company.
Several other refineries — including Shell’s in Deer Park, Covenant and Norco; Marathon’s Garyville Refinery in Louisiana; and
Phillips 66’s Sweeny Refinery — say
they can process lighter Permian
crude, although they declined to
comment on their light crude capacity.

Wealthy get tax benefit
from IRS rule proposal
B L OOM BE RG NEWS

The Internal Revenue Service
has proposed a potential benefit
for wealthy taxpayers, saying that
individuals who give lots of gifts to
their heirs under a generous but

temporary provision of the 2017
Republican tax overhaul won’t later owe taxes on them.
Last year’s tax law doubled the
value of assets that can be transferred to heirs without triggering
federal estate or gift taxes over a

Guiseppe Barranco / The Enterprise

The Motiva refinery in Port Arthur underwent a $10 billion expansion in 2012 that boosted its
light crude capacity and made it the largest refinery in the U.S., according to the company.
Meanwhile several refineries
have gone about smaller “de-bottlenecking” projects to boost light
crude processing capacity, said
Mark Broadbent, principal refinery analyst at the energy research
firm Wood Mackenzie. “De-bottlenecking” means making small
changes to increase a plant’s efficiency with steps such as replacing
or adding equipment, adjusting
cooling or compression capacity
and reconfiguring pipes, control
valves and choke valves.
“Almost all refineries have been
looking to these types of projects
and trying to understand how they
can have incrementally more light
crude,” Broadbent said.
The projects probably are too
small to make the news individually, but collectively they have significantly increased the region’s
collective capacity to refine light
crude, Broadbent said.
Industrial Info Resources, a Sugar Land market research firm, is
tracking more than $1.3 billion of
de-bottlenecking projects among
oil, gas and chemical plants in the
U.S. and Canada this year, al-

though the firm said most projects
are tied to oil sand projects and
petrochemical, rubber and plastic
projects.
The possibility of processing
more light crude has seemed particularly attractive this year, with
oil in Midland, the heart of the
Permian region, trading at discounts of as much as $20 a barrel
this summer compared to oil delivered along the Gulf Coast. Midland
prices were about $16 a barrel lower than Brent crude, the international benchmark, according to
the research firm IHS Markit.
It’s not clear how long those discounted prices will last, however,
particularly as more pipeline projects come online next year, said
Debnil Chowdhury, head of North
American refining at IHS Markit.
That could complicate decisions of
whether to make the big investments to upgrade refineries.
In addition, demand for gasoline is slowing as vehicles become
more fuel-efficient and more electric cars get on the road, analysts
said.
“If you’re going to spend billions

on a refinery, then you need to get
a return of over a 30- to 40-year period,” Sandy Fielden, director of
oil and products research for Morningstar, a Chicago investment research firm. “There is no question
there will still be demand for fuels
in 30 years, the question is how
fast will that demand” decline.
Still, analysts said, the capacity
to handle greater volumes of light
crude could pay off, particularly
with the Permian projected to produce more than 5 million barrels
day over the next five years, according to IHS Markit. In addition,
the flexibility to handle different
grades of crude could help refiners
increase profit margins by moving
from heavy to light crude depending on prices, availability and market demand.
“Refiners sitting pretty, said
Fielden. “The markets are awash
with crude. The more they’re flexible in the type of crude they process, the more they’re going to
make money.”

lifetime — to almost $11.2 million for
an individual and $22.4 million for
a married couple. The thresholds
rise slightly in 2019 and potentially
more in later years, before expiring in 2025, when the exemptions
revert back to half of their current
levels. Amounts over exemption
levels are taxed at 40 percent.
Estate planning professionals
had been worried that come 2026,
the tax agency might attempt to
collect taxes on gifts that were al-

ready made under the doubled exemptions. But the IRS said late
Tuesday in a proposed regulation
that it won’t seek such retroactive
taxes. “Making large gifts now
won’t harm estates after 2025,” the
agency said in a brief accompanying statement.
“This is definitely good news — it
takes uncertainty off the table,”
said Lester Law, an estate and trust
planning lawyer in Washington,
D.C. “It’s clear that Treasury did

not want to have a clawback be a
‘gotcha.”’
Law added that taxpayers
shouldn’t wait to take advantage of
the exemption, because Democrats could potentially seek to roll
it back. “It’s use it or lose it.” Individual gifts will still be limited by
an annual exclusion, which is
$15,000 this year.
The agency will hold a hearing
on the proposed rule on March 13,
2019.

marissa.luck@chron.com
twitter.com/marissaluck7

Animal fat may be next airline jet fuel
By Samuel Robinson
B L OOM BE RG NEWS

Vegetarians
beware.
Your next flight could be
powered by animal byproducts.
Researchers in search of
renewable jet fuel are now
working with a rendered
form of animal fat — the byproduct
of
processed
meats known as beef tallow
— as a potential, sustainable alternative to fossil
fuels.
It’s one way that airlines
are trying to cut costs and
curb their emissions amid a
boom in air travel that will
see the number of passengers double by 2035, according to International Air
Transport
Association.
With airlines accounting
for 2 percent of annual carbon emissions, aviation’s
environmental impact has
become a top issue for executives and regulators —
spurring interest in affordable fuel substitutes.
Rendered animal fat isn’t
the only substitute under
consideration. In Septem-

ber, about 30 percent of the
fuel load on a United Airlines flight from San Francisco to Zurich was a biofuel derived from carinata,
a type of mustard seed. A
month later, Virgin Airlines
announced the first commercial flight powered in
part by alcohol. One startup developed a fermentation bioprocess that converts microbes found in
Greek yogurt waste into
bio-oils. And, more recently, Delta Refinery and tech
company Agilyx agreed to
produce a renewable jet
fuel made from a synthetic
feedstock produced by
waste plastic.
Where’s the Beef?
AltAir Paramount LLC in
Los Angeles was one of the
first refineries to successfully convert beef tallow into biofuel. It also converts
chicken fat and hemp into
jet fuel.
“I took an idled refinery
that traditionally produced
petroleum byproducts —
anything from rubber to
diesel fuel — and converted
it into a renewable jet fuels

facility,” said Jason Aintabi,
president of Vandewater
Capital Holdings and former controlling shareholder of AltAir Fuels, which
owns the Paramount refinery.
AltAir Fuels began working with the U.S. Department of Defense in 2011 to
start converting fat to fuel.
In March of this year, the
company was bought by
World Energy LLC, one of
the largest advanced biofuel suppliers in North
America. Following the
merger, the company has
more than 245 million gallons of biodiesel and jet
fuel production capacity.
Locking It In
Locking in on a reliable
renewable energy source
would help airlines protect
against price spikes in energy markets. Right now, relying solely on traditional
fuel is more expensive. Lifecycle emissions associated with traditional fuel is
also higher.
The combination of market and regulatory pressures is spurring change.

As of June, more than
130,000 commercial flights
had been powered by biofuel, according to the International Air Transport Association. Starting next
year, airlines around the
world will track and report
emissions to regulators.
JetBlue Airways Corp.,
Cathy Pacific Airways Ltd.
and United Continental
Holdings Inc. are already
aiming to to cut carbon
emissions by half from
2005 levels, according to
company statements. That
matches the industry target set by the International
Air Transport Association.
“The aviation sector has
worked through international regulatory bodies to
establish one common regulation over aviation CO2
emissions globally,” Brandon Nelson, JetBlue general counsel, said in October.
“In 2023, airlines will be required to offset a portion of
their CO2 emissions for international flying through
market-based measures.”
That may mean fewer
barrels — and more beef.

Instagram kicks out fake likes, followers
By Rex Crum
TR IB UN E NEWS SE RV ICE

If you’re on Instagram,
and you get a kick out of seeing new “likes” of your posts
and getting new followers
you’ve never heard of, get
ready to be disappointed.
Those numbers may soon
drop.
As part of its ongoing efforts to secure its platform,
Instagram says it has begun
to remove what it calls “inauthentic” likes, followers
and comments from the accounts of users that use
third-party apps as a means

Marcio Jose Sanchez / AP

Instagram says
“inauthentic’ activity is
being banned.
of raising the popularity of
their posts. The company
said in a blog post that it was
taking such steps in order to
ensure the security of its
community guidelines and
usage terms.

“Every day people come
to Instagram to have real experiences, including genuine interactions,” the company said. “It is our responsibility to ensure these experiences aren’t disrupted by
inauthentic activity.”
Instagram said it is employing machine learning
tools - artificial intelligence
technology that lets computers “learn” from the data
they receive without having
to be reprogrammed - to
identify and remove suspicious accounts. Any accounts that Instagram identifies as using the improper

third-party apps will receive
an in-app message telling
them that the inauthentic
likes, follows and comments
have been removed, then
ask those users to secure
their account by changing
their password.
Instagram’s move comes
as its owner, Facebook, continues to deal with negative
attention over how its platform has been used by political groups and other organizations in order to disseminate so-called “fake news”
and also influence public
opinion on a variety of issues.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is a Notice of Nomination made by the
San Antonio Conservation Society of San
Antonio, TX for State Antiquities Landmark
for a Property located in the City of San
Antonio, TX legally described as a 0.2447
acre tract of land out of New City Block
423, Block 24, Lots A12 and A13 improved
with a three-story building constructed in
1921. Also known more commonly as the
Woolworth’s Building at 518 East Houston
Street, San Antonio.

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FT. SAM ISD ROADWAY PROJECT
WILSHIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
6523 CASCADE PLACE
SAN ANTONIO, TX 78218
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018
6:30 PM - 7:00 PM: OPEN HOUSE
7:00 PM: PUBLIC HEARING
PRESENTATION
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD TO
FOLLOW PRESENTATION
The City of San Antonio (CoSA) will
conduct an open house and public hearing
for the purpose of discussing the proposed
construction of a new roadway extending
from Winans Road to Rittiman Road in the
City of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.
On November 29, 2018 the open house
will be held from 6:30 PM to 7:00 PM, with
the Public Hearing beginning at 7:00 PM
on November 29, 2018. The Public Hearing
will be held at Wilshire Elementary School,
located at 6523 Cascade Place in San
Antonio, Texas.
The purpose of the project is to construct
an access road for Fort Sam ISD to use as
an emergency route and for large events.
Currently, access to Robert G. Cole Middle
School and Robert G. Cole High School is
limited to the entrance through the Fort
Sam Houston base.
This Public Hearing is being held in
response to Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Code regarding Protection of
Public Parks and Recreational Lands
because the project will result in impacts
to 8.514 acres of land in John James Park.
The purpose of the open house and
hearing is to inform the public about the
project and encourage the public to
comment and ask questions. Maps,
drawings, and other pertinent information
will be available for public inspection.
During the open house the public will be
able to discuss the project in an informal
manner with CoSA staff and project
consultants. Comments can be submitted
either written or verbally and will become
part of the official Public Hearing record.
The comments will be considered when
making future project related decisions.
Individuals interested in attending the
hearing who have special communication
or accommodation needs are requested to
contact Richard Casiano, Sr. at 210-2078218 at least five (5) business days prior to
the hearing. Since the hearing will be
conducted in English, any requests for
language interpreters or other special
communication needs should also be
made to the same number at least five
business days prior to the Public Hearing.
CoSA will make every reasonable effort to
accommodate these needs.
Verbal or written comments relative to the
proposed project may be presented at the
hearing. Written comments may be
submitted on or before November 29,
2018 to Sean Strong at P.O. Box 839966,
San Antonio, Texas 78283-3966.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
SUMNER COUNTY, KANSAS
IN THE INTEREST OF:
Name GISSELLE DEW
Case No. 16 JC 70
Year of Birth 2007 -Female
NOTICE OF HEARING-Publication
Pursuant to K.S.A. 38-2237
TO: VERONICA CUELLAR,
DEMETRIUS DEW
and all other persons who are
or may be concerned
You are hereby notified that a motion to
terminate has been filed in this court. The
Court may find that the parents are unfit
by reason or conduct or condition which
renders the parents unable to care
properly for a child, the conduct or
condition is unlikely to change in the
foreseeable future, the parental rights of
the parent should be terminated, and a
permanent custodian should be appointed
for the child.
A hearing on the petition is scheduled
for the 3rd day of December, 2018 at 1:30
p.m. At the hearing the Court may issue
orders relating to the care, custody and
control of the child. The hearing will
determine if the parents should be
deprived of their parental rights and the
right to custody of the child.
The parent(s), and any other person
having legal custody are required to
appear before this Court on the date and
time shown, or to file your written
response to the petition with the Clerk of
the District Court prior to that time. Failure
to respond or to appear before the Court at
the time shown will not prevent the Court
from entering judgment as requested in
the petition, finding that the child is a
Child in Need of Care, removing the child
from the custody of parent, parents or any
other present legal custodian until further
order of the Court, or finding the parents
unfit, and entering an order permanently
terminating the parents’ parental rights.
An attorney has been appointed as
guardian ad litem for the child: Shawn R.
DeJarnett, Sumner County Courthouse.
You have the right to appear before the
Court and be heard personally, either with
or without an attorney. The Court may
order one or both parents to pay child
support.
Date and time of hearing: 3rd day of
December, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.
Place of hearing: Sumner County Courthouse, 501 N Washington, Wellington, KS
67152
IT IS SO ISSUED.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Application has been
made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a
BF Beer Retail Dealer’s
Off-Premise License/
Package Store
Permit/PS Package
Store Tasting Permit by
Latrecia Latice Ford dba
L & W’s Kirby Liquor
Spirits & Wines, to be
located at 4855 Old
Seguin Rd. Kirby , Bexar
County, Texas 78219
Latrecia Latice Ford
Owner

PUBLISHED ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 09, 2018

2017-2022 Bond Program - New Roadway from Winans to Rittiman! - Community Informational Meeting

Event date: 11/29/2018 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Time: 6:30PM - 7:30PM
Location: Wilshire Elementary School (6523 Cascade Pl., San Antonio, TX 78218)
Get informed and share your input - the City wants to hear from you! Information will be presented about the new planned roadway connecting Winans to Rittiman
within Fort Sam Independent School District. Meet with project staff to learn more and let the City know what you think! On the web:
https://www.sanantonio.gov/2017Bond

SECTION 4
PUBLIC HEARING ATTENDANCE SIGN-IN SHEETS

SECTION 5
PUBLIC HEARING EXHIBITS PRESENTED DURING OPEN
HOUSE

SECTION 6
PUBLIC HEARING SLIDE PRESENTATION

Fort Sam ISD New Roadway
(Rittiman Rd to Winans Rd)

Public Design Meeting
November 29,2018 | Presented by TCI Staff

AGENDA
 Sign-in and Open house Information Session
6:30pm-7:00pm
 Welcome and Introductions
Hearing Begins
Project Information
Public Comments
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Project Staff
District 2 Council Office:
Councilman William “Cruz” Shaw
Jarvis Soileau – Director of Constituent Services
Project Design Team :
Sean Strong, P.E. - Project Manager
James C. Wuncinski, P.E. – Project Engineer
Zachry Kircus, P.E. - Project Engineer
Richard Casiano - Capital Projects Officer
City Consultant Garcia & Wright :
Raul Garcia Jr., P.E. – Project Manager

Project Information
Existing Conditions

View at Rittiman Rd.
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Project Information
Existing Conditions

View Inside Park
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Project Information
Project Scope
 Construct a new two lane
roadway from Winans to
Rittiman adjacent to John James
Park.
 24’ Roadway
 Header Curbs
 CPS Lighting

Similar final Construction

Project Information
RITTIMAN RD
Project
Begins

CITYWIDE IMPACT | TRANSFORMATIONAL

WINANS RD

John James Park

Project
Ends

Project Information

Project Information

Project Budget
$1,725,000

Project Schedule

Design completion: June 2019
Advertise for Construction: August 2019
Estimated Construction Start: December 2019
Estimated Construction End: July 2020

TPWD Code Chapter 26
 This Public Hearing is being held in accordance with Chapter 26 Protection of Public Parks and Recreational Lands of the Parks and
Wildlife Code (Texas).
 John James Park is land owned by the City of San Antonio and is a
public park/recreational area.
 The proposed roadway project will result in impacts to approximately
8.514 acres of John James Park.
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TPWD Code Chapter 26


Chapter 26 restricts the use or take of any public land designated and used as a park,
recreation area, scientific area, wildlife refuge, or historic site unless the department,
agency, political subdivision, county, or municipality determines there is no feasible and
prudent alternative and that the project/program includes all reasonable planning to
minimize harm to the land.



If there is no way to avoid the taking of public land, minimize the amount taken and any
harm done to it.



The proposed project is located within a public park, therefore, the acquisition of public
land for use as ROW requires compliance with Chapter 26.



During the design scoping process, potential alternatives were evaluated, but based on
the goals for the Fort Sam ISD New Roadway project, there were no feasible and
prudent alternatives to the use or taking of Chapter 26 protected lands.



Per the TPWD Code, all reasonable planning has been done to minimize harm to the
land designated as a park.
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TPWD Code Chapter 26 - Comments
Verbal or Written Comments Are Welcomed
Citizens Have a 5 Minute Limit For Comments
Verbal Testimony Will Be Recorded at the Designated Area
Testimony Will Become Part of the Project Hearing Record
Written Comments Can Be Accepted Now or by Delivery or Mail
within 10 business days of the public hearing date (by December 13,
2018)
 Written Responses to Comments Will Be Provided after the
Comment Period Ends
 No Responses to Comments Will Be Provided During the Hearing
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Final Comments & Questions
If you desire to be added to an
e-mail list for project updates or future
meeting announcements, please ensure
you fill out the sign-in sheet.
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Contact Information
Richard Casiano Capital Projects
Officer 210.207.8218 or
Richard.Casiano@sanantonio.gov
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SECTION 7
PUBLIC HEARING COMMENT PACKAGE SAMPLES

Public Hearing Agenda
Ft. Sam ISD Roadway
Wilshire Elementary School
6523 Cascade Place, San Antonio, TX 78218
November 29, 2018

6:30 PM – 7:00 PM Sign-in and Open House
•

Viewing of Displays and Informal Discussions with the Project Staff

7:00 PM Public Hearing
•

Welcome and Introductions
o Councilman William “Cruz” Shaw/District 2 Council Office Staff

•

Project Information

•

Public Comments

•

Adjournment

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Code
Chapter 26 Requirements
•

This Public Hearing is being held in accordance with Chapter 26 - Protection of Public Parks
and Recreational Lands of the Parks and Wildlife Code (Texas).

•

John James Park is land owned by the City of San Antonio and is a public park/recreational
area.

•

The proposed roadway project will result in impacts to approximately 8.514 acres of John
James Park.

•

Chapter 26 restricts the use or take of any public land designated and used as a park,
recreation area, scientific area, wildlife refuge, or historic site unless the department,
agency, political subdivision, county, or municipality determines there is no feasible and
prudent alternative and that the project/program includes all reasonable planning to
minimize harm to the land.

•

If there is no way to avoid the taking of public land, minimize the amount taken and any
harm done to it.

•

The proposed project is located within a public park, therefore, the acquisition of public land
for use as right of way (ROW) requires compliance with Chapter 26.

•

During the design scoping process, potential alternatives were evaluated, but based on the
goals for the Fort Sam ISD New Roadway project, there were no feasible and prudent
alternatives to the use or taking of Chapter 26 protected lands.

•

Per the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Code, all reasonable planning has been done
to minimize harm to the land designated as a park.

Public Hearing Comment Rules
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Public Hearing will follow the agenda.
This Public Hearing concerns the construction of Ft. Sam ISD Roadway.
Verbal and written comments will be accepted tonight.
Verbal testimony will be recorded at the designated area.
Testimony will become part of the project’s Public Hearing Record.
Written comments can be accepted now or by mail/e-mail within 10 days of the Public
Hearing date (by December 13, 2018).
No responses to comments will be provided during the Public Hearing. Responses will be
submitted in writing from the City after the comment period ends.
Inappropriate behavior/comments from the audience during the Public Hearing will not be
permitted.
Time is limited to 5 minutes for each commenter and only one speaker is allowed per group.

Thank you for providing your input to the City of San Antonio!

Verbal Statement
Please Print
I desire to make a verbal statement at this Public Hearing.

(Name)

(Address)

(City)

(State)

(Zip Code)

(Phone Number)

(Email)

Note: Time is limited to 5 minutes for each commenter and only one speaker is allowed per group.

November 29, 2018 Public Hearing: Ft. Sam ISD Roadway Project in San Antonio, Texas
Please Check One:

I am a

(

) Citizen

(

) Public Official

Please submit this comment card to the project staff and you will be called by name to make your
verbal comments at the designated location for the official Public Hearing record.

Public Hearing Written Comments
The City of San Antonio would like to have your comments and questions on the upcoming Ft. Sam ISD
Roadway project. You may leave this form with a City of San Antonio staff member at tonight’s Public
Hearing or you may fold this form, staple, and mail it to the address on the reverse side or scan/email it
to Sean.Strong@sanantonio.gov. Comments must be received by December 13, 2018 to be included in
the Public Hearing Summary.

1) What are your questions or concerns about the Ft. Sam ISD Roadway project?

2) Additional Comments:

Commenter:

Name:

____________________________________________

Address:

______________________________________
______________________________________

Phone/e-mail: ____________________________________________

Comments must be received within 10 business days (on or before December 13, 2018).
Leave this form with a City of San Antonio staff member, fold this form and mail it to the address on the
reverse side or email it to Sean.Strong@sanantonio.gov.
1
Staple

---------------------------------------------------------------- Fold Here ------------------------------------------------------------------------

_________________________

Place
Stamp
Here

_________________________
_________________________

Sean Strong, P.E.
The City of San Antonio
Transportation and Capital Improvements Dept.
P. O. Box 839966
San Antonio, Texas 78283-3966

2
Staple

SECTION 8
COMMENTS RECEIVED AND RESPONSES

Verbal and written comments were received during the public hearing event. A total of
eight individuals from the public signed up to make verbal statements after the formal
presentation. These individuals were called up one at a time and given five minutes each
to express their support or concerns or to ask questions which were documented by a
court reporter. Two written comment cards were received during the hearing, as well. No
post-hearing written questions or comments were received by COSA by the end of the
comment period on December 13, 2018. Comments received at the hearing and COSA’s
responses are included below.

Verbal Comments Presented at the Public Hearing on November 29, 2018
1. Ms. Maria Becerra: “Good evening, everybody. First of all, I'm not agree with the
road they planning to do it. We don't need no more smog in the park. We just need
to leave alone right there for everybody, for the neighborhood to breathe a little
clean air. Rittiman, Rittiman is a lot of traffic. It's horrible right there. They need to
fix under the bridge to just maybe do something in there, because people and
drugs, people are homeless -- I mean, I'm sorry, but they going in there. I'm afraid
to walk under the bridge because sometimes you not even can cross Rittiman to
go and do a little exercise. We need exercise. All the neighborhood, we need
exercise. Sometimes little ones cross Rittiman; it's very dangerous. Also, we need
to, y'all, fix our streets first and then do them, highway right there, that they are
planning to do it. You have a plenty place over here on Harry Wurzbach, so you
can go and exit and go on whatever, you know. We don't need that. I'm not agree.
I'm definitely not agree. One time, they clean it up, all the park, and that's why they
do that, why they cut all the trees. They said because they have the money to do
it. They told me from the city. I mean, that's not right. Thank you very much and
I'm sorry. I'm sorry.”
COSA’s Response: Thank you for expressing your concerns. The proposed
project only includes the creation of the new roadway. Work on Rittiman Road is
outside of the scope and funding of this project based on what was presented and
passed in the 2017 Bond initiative.
An entrance from Harry Wurzbach would be extensively long in order to avoid
military property and, therefore, would be beyond the funding allocated to this
project or would need to go through JBSA – Sam Houston. This would not keep
with the project goal of creating a public entrance for the school district that does

not interfere with base safety and security. This road may also serve as an
emergency route for the public in the event first responders need to gain access
through this area to the school facilities.
2. Mr. Pedro Cantu: “Yes, good evening. Just to tell you a little bit about myself. I
live at the corner of Grantham and Rittiman Road. So this, to me, is a huge impact
to my neighborhood. One, it involves additional traffic of which Rittiman is, at the
moment, not handling very well. So any increased traffic is going to be horrendous.
The second thing is, I'm also a master naturalist. So this is not just a wooded area.
Those trees are very important. Park areas are difficult to come by and they're to
be protected, not paved over. The reason we're having this meeting here is to try
to meet requirements of the Texas Parks & Wildlife Code 26. I think it's interesting
that you're saying that these alternatives have been viewed, different proposals
reviewed, and there have been no feasible alternatives. But I haven't seen any
notices of any hearings, commentary welcoming -- or welcoming commentary or
anything of that nature. And so I would love to see the alternatives that were
reviewed, because I can, just in a brief period of time that I've gotten -- since I've
gotten the notice, I can see that there's at least two alternatives. One of them is to
go ahead and widen Winans, which is the current access into that area, to make it
-- add additional lanes or whatever, and you're not necessarily changing the flow
of traffic. The second is to open the gate at Frazer Road and connect it directly to
Dodd which is then going to Winans. Those are two, again, rather quick
alternatives that I can come up with. Of course, I haven't had the time to review or
to spend with all the gentleman dealing with traffic and everything else. But I can't
believe that somebody is going to come in and take 8 1/2 acres of a park. That
park is mostly organized soccer. The neighborhood gets to enjoy very little of it as
far as walking areas and natural areas, and to do away with those is not feasible - or is not a good alternative, from my point of view. I thought it was interesting
that we received two notices in the mail. One was from a consulting firm -environmental consulting firm, which stated that this was a hearing to review the
project and any possible alternatives. The second basically stated that it was a
done deal. And again, this -- this hearing -- if it's a done deal, why are we holding
a hearing? Why are we going through these motions if the decision has already
been made? Again, I can't see that happen. The Texas Parks & Wildlife Code
requires that those alternatives be reviewed and be considered. And I think that
should be made public -- available to the public for their review, also. Any of those
considerations that they looked at and any reasons why they can't come through

the fort should be made note. The fort is basically a high security area. The
children that are going to school there are children that are being picked up by their
parents who already have security clearances. I don't see any reason why they
can't use the existing gate that is basically abandoned within one hundred yards
of there. Again, easy, simple alternative. It wouldn't keep the traffic from Rittiman,
but it would certainly offer an alternative to taking parklands. Thank you.
Appreciate it. I do have a quick question. And that is how -- are the alternatives
that have been reviewed available for public commentary?"
COSA’s Response: Thank you for expressing your concerns regarding traffic as
well as concerns about habitat and the natural resources within John James Park.
Regarding traffic, Ft. Sam ISD requested a public access to their facilities that
would be a solution to their need for a general public entrance to their school to
allow people to enter the school without having to go through the Winans entry
control point. The necessary security required for entering the school through
JBSA – Sam Houston creates logistical problems for the school, especially for
large events with numerous guests. Upon construction of this new roadway, the
school will be constructing a perimeter fence that will be secured whenever the
new public entrance is open, so the security of JBSA - Sam Houston will not be
compromised. The proposed road will be open at all times. Fort Sam ISD will
provide police officers during events at the intersection of Rittiman Road and the
new roadway to assist with arriving and departing vehicle traffic. It is anticipated
that events will occur in non-peak driving hours. This road may also serve as an
emergency route for the public in the event first responders need to gain access
through this area to the school facilities.
Regarding Parks and Wildlife Code Chapter 26, an informal alternatives analysis
was conducted for the project during the project scoping process prior to the
project being passed by the voters in the 2017 Bond initiative. Alternatives through
JBSA – Sam Houston were rejected as the purpose of the project is to provide
public access to the schools. These alternatives using other entrances/roadways
through the military base would not have satisfied the objective of a non-military
access point for the public. The initial proposal would have included an entrance
bisecting John James Park, this alternative was rejected due to the impacts it
would have had on John James Park. The current proposed location was
presented as the least disruptive alternative to park use as it skirts the edge of the
park in an area that is less utilized by the public than the more central locations

within the park, thus limiting impacts to amenities and the intended use of this land
as a public park. An entry from Holbrook was also considered as an alternative
but was rejected due to the expense of constructing a bridge to cross Salado
Creek.
This project was presented along with many others during the 2017 Bond scoping
process. Numerous public meetings were held discussing all of the proposed
projects to gain input from the public at that time prior to the vote passing.
The use of this proposed roadway is not limited to military children and families
that attend the schools. Those individuals with security clearance are able to
access the school through other routes; however, the purpose of this 2017 Bond
project is to have access to the school for all public, not only those with clearance
that have access to JBSA – Sam Houston. This allows for the public to attend
special events at the stadium and facilities without compromising the security of
the base. Currently, there is a logistical problem for the school, especially for large
events with numerous guests.
The voters unanimously approved of the Bond in May 2017 and the details of this
project were presented in previous public informational meetings. This proposed
roadway project for Ft. Sam ISD came to fruition during this process of identifying
projects to be assigned under the 2017 Bond Program. The listed above
alternatives were considered during the scoping phase so the project could be
presented as a part of the proposition on the ballot. Extensive public input
contributed to the development of the proposed 2017–2022 Bond Program. More
than 1,400 residents attended 25 public meetings convened by the five Community
Bond Committees appointed by the Mayor and City Council. Committee members
heard 350 public comments during the public testimony portion of their meetings.
The passing of the proposition authorized the City of San Antonio to issue bonds,
the proceeds from which would be used to make permanent public improvements
to streets, bridges and sidewalks, as well as other related improvements.
Information about the proposed Ft. Sam ISD roadway was needed in advance of
the ballot initiative and that is why alternatives had to be considered prior to the
vote. Chapter 26 compliance was engaged once the project passed with the Bond
election and, thus, received funding from voter approval, as presented. With
funding, the City then moved to begin the preliminary design phase work and

associated consulting services to continue compliance with Chapter 26
requirements which included holding a public hearing.
The requirements of Chapter 26 of the Parks and Wildlife Code involve
consideration of alternatives and reasonable planning to minimize harm to the
land, as a park, recreation area, etc. Once the Bond (and the project) passed with
voter approval, the public hearing was required to fulfill the Chapter 26
requirements; however, the initial evaluation of alternatives was previously
conducted in order to place the project within the Bond initiative.
In the case of John James Park, it is a public park and recreational area that serves
multiple benefits to the community and the environment both directly and indirectly.
Although not required by Chapter 26, COSA is proposing to offset the loss of
approximately 8.5 acres of parkland by providing a new 10-acre park and
recreational space off of Barbara Drive that was previously developed with singlefamily residential structures and is now open space. The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department supports this land swap. The land swap is also in compliance with the
federal grant that was received and used to create John James Park.
3. Mr. George DeRocher: “Good evening. My name is George DeRocher. I'm a
retired high school band director. I grew up in this neighborhood. My parents
bought their house brand new in '54, Brettonwood. There were no houses past
here. I spent most of my life here. Moved back and forth teaching. But I just did the
math; I've lived here for a total of 39 of my 56 years and no issues with the access
road to the school. One of my closest friends just retired from Cole High School -is a band director and also myself, the same business. Getting in and out of
stadiums on Friday night with the excess number of people, if you've never
experienced that, you're dealing with the safety of the children involved, and the
parents involved. And here, we have the addition of the access to Fort Sam. And
he says getting in and out, even during regular school hours, traffic is crazy over
there at Harry Wurzbach and -- I forgot the name, is it Winans? And so I fully
understand that. My only concerns were, will the traffic flows be addressed once
this road is established? If you've lived here for any amount of time, it's very difficult
to exit from Grantham on to Rittiman. It's even worse with the new bridge -- which
was needed -- but with that wall there, if you're in a passenger car, you can't see
oncoming eastbound traffic until it's almost at the exit. My own daughter was in an
accident there several years ago. Kind of her fault, but still it's very difficult to see.

Normal business hours are tough. Rush hour, it's almost impossible. And if you
live here, there aren't very many outlets in the neighborhood, so I was hoping they
would address that light issue once they get the road built. There's no pedestrian
access to the park. That's going to make it even worse. There's no walkway.
There's no way to walk under the bridge. And a lot of us, like you said, live here,
and we would like to be able to access. I don't know if this was one of the
alternatives, to move the road where it actually connects to the park entrance and
have a light there that would cover both coming out of Cole High School and going
on to Grantham and Rittiman on all four directions, but maybe not. It would take
way too much land from the park, from the environmental study. I'm just a teacher,
not an environmentalist. I want to close -- once again, I understand the need for
the road. I fully accept that. I just hope they would address the additional traffic
issues that will undoubtedly occur in addition to what we already have. It's my
understanding this is only going to be used for large events and for emergency
access and not necessarily for day-to-day. I don't know if that's addressed in the
report or not. If it's only during major events, or for emergency access, I can't see
where it would be that much of a traffic issue. But please give us some lights there
before someone gets hurt. Thank you."
COSA’s Response: Thank you for expressing your concerns regarding traffic,
safety, and access. A traffic signal has not been previously warranted at this
intersection based on the volume of left turn lanes into the side streets or traffic
into John James Park. Providing pedestrian access to John James Park is beyond
the current scope of work and available funding for the Bond project. However, this
concern and request for a traffic signal has been passed along to the City’s TCI
Traffic Division. We encourage any citizens who have concerns about the safety
of this area and the desire for a traffic signal to call 3-1-1. 3-1-1 will officially pass
along the requests for a traffic signal at the location of concern to the appropriate
City personnel. A traffic study may be warranted in this area to help determine the
need for a traffic signal in the future.
4. Mr. Oscar Jimenez: “Hello, everybody. My name is Oscar Jimenez. I actually live
and work in the area of John James and Fort Sam Houston. I live off of Burr Road
and for those of y'all that know it, it's a nice little cozy area, we have quick access
to 281. And then when there's an accident on 281, like we get a semi that blows
up, or whatever, and starts a fire, we go the back way, we go to Rittiman. You
know, if you have ever been on the roadway around 7:00 in the morning, we all

know that Cole High School has this amazing backup of traffic. And then when the
base is on lockdown, Harry Wurzbach backs up. Everything around the base backs
up. My position, after seeing this roadway that's here, is that I do find that it is
necessary. Unfortunately, there are no alternatives. I, after working in the area and
looking at this relentlessly, hours and hours and hours, this is the best solution that
I have seen thus far. I didn't even think of it until it came up, and it is. When you
drive by on Rittiman Road and you see that there is a closed gate in that area, that
gate presents some access control problems. We were shut down, similar to the
2011 events -- or 2001 -- September 2001, when the base became closed. Many
of y'all used to be able to just drive right through Fort Sam Houston, if you recall
that. And sometimes you were able to just walk up to the gate and just show your
ID, and you could go in with your driver's license. You can no longer do that. You
have to have a deed card, you have to have access to the base. This is going to
provide the best solution as we go forward into the future, in my opinion. We just - there was just an enormous amount of money that was just dumped on to Cole
High School for that football stadium, and they need people to occupy that football
stadium. But they're going to turn away people if they can't get out of the facility
quick enough. If they can't get out of there, they are going to have an issue. They
just recently closed off the Reserve Center that you see off of Harry Wurzbach,
and that is closed. So now you have to enter through Winans gate. When the
reserve center has active duty members that are going there on reserve weekend
and you're trying to have soccer at the elementary school, the traffic backs up like
crazy, because now you have reserve components, you have people going to the
high school. This -- I don't foresee this just being used for special events, because
what does qualify for a special event? You know, think about it. It could be, 'Oh,
okay. Well, we're having a football game.' Is that is a special event? If Garth Brooks
is going to come play here, is that a special event? What qualifies as a special
event? My opinion on this is that, moving forward on this, this is going to provide
the school with sustainability and finances, something that we owe to our military
members that are there, to provide for the safety of their students and provide easy
access to them. This is something that when you go home at night, you don't want
to spend two hours stuck in traffic. And I have attended the games at Cole High
School, and these are ridiculous wait times. You think the Alamodome is bad, you
think that the AT&T Center game day is bad. You know, this is like the miniature
AT&T Center, but you're just stuck in traffic, and you're just waiting to get out. The
roadway, I agree, of Winans should be expanded, but there's some jurisdictional
issues, I think, that play into that, because the City of San Antonio doesn't really

own that. The base owns that. So I think we have to consider all of those things
when we're thinking about this. I think a lot of people are going to think that is really
a -- kind of impacting on the park. But I see this as minimal -- very, very minimal - as far as the convenience that it can offer. I also see that, in the future, because
of this being offered, this road being developed, I do see property values in the
area going up, as well – as they're already going up. So your values that you – I
almost bought a house in -- right across the street from this for $99,000. That house
today is about $175,000. Some of y'all's property values have gone skyrocketing.
I think this road can contribute to that, as well, if you're looking at that. I know,
you're shaking your head 'no.' But the whole area is being revitalized, especially
with The Pearl going up as it is. So, I just want to take that in consideration. I am
in support of this. But I would like the engineers to reevaluate this. If this is
something that is done, I do firmly believe that there needs to be a right-hand turn
lane on the exit way of that, so if the person is turning left, you don't have to wait
for the person going right. And that right turns needs to be a long right turn, so
we're not stuck waiting there. But I do think that, moving into the future, this is the
best solution. Thank you.”
COSA’s Response: Thank you for your comments. The City appreciates your
support of the project. A special event will be large events that will have off-base
visitors attending. An example would be athletic events, such as football games
at the stadium. The project team has noted your suggestion and will request an
additive alternate to add a right turn lane if funding allows.
5. Ms. Debra Ann Martinez: "Hi, my name is Debra -- am I loud? I'm sorry, I talk
loud. I work with children, so they can't hear me, so I talk a little louder. Okay. The
problem I have -- I don't have a problem of the basic expanding, because they're
all four in one. Remember, we've got the Army, the Air Force, we've got all these
people coming in. We should have thought about that when we expanded base.
Now that we've expanded the base, now we need streets. I understand that the
area that we live in is part -- it's really an area where it is -- it surrounds the base.
But there is a gate inside of the park that they could use, that nobody -- Fort Sam
doesn't – they used to have patrols there. Now, they are no longer there. They
closed the base, you can't go in. So, to me, I'm thinking, 'Okay, they need a road.
Why not use that one?' You are able to go through the side where the horse trails
are. Make a left and get to the base, why can we not use that road to come in and
out for the parents? But we want to go ahead and keep the lines short and go

ahead and extend another direction. Why? That's not really right. Because before
they had started this plan on Fort Sam, they should have thought about the number
of families who were in that school, number of parents who were coming in and
out. They should have thought about that. You're not just going to buy a house.
'Okay, I want all these things and I'm going to expect the house is exactly how you
want it designed.' Doesn't happen like that. You've got to have the money, you've
got to have the resources. So I believe you have a resource that they're refusing
to use. And their excuse: 'Well, we have a game and somehow we need more
room to benefit.' This is about a beneficial. Some people benefit. We get the
people for these games, we just need to make sure that we have some kind of
traffic control. There was somebody that just died on Rittiman, lost his life because
the city did not put a light. But we're going to go ahead and open up a way because
of games? We have already a park. We don't need another park accessing another
park, or another school. I'm done."
COSA’s Response: Thank you for your concerns and questions regarding the
new roadway placement, use, and traffic control. Ft. Sam ISD requested a public
access to their facilities. The necessary security required for entering the school
through JBSA – Sam Houston creates logistical problems for the school, especially
for large events with numerous guests. Upon construction of this new roadway,
the school will be constructing a perimeter fence that will be secured whenever the
new public entrance is open, so the security of JBSA - Sam Houston will not be
compromised. There will be no gate on the new road off of Rittiman Road. The
proposed road will be open at all times. There will be a gate at the entrance to the
school. This road may also serve as an emergency route for the public in the event
first responders need to gain access through this area to the school facilities.
A traffic signal has not been previously warranted at this intersection based on the
volume of left turn lanes into the side streets or traffic into John James Park. A
traffic signal is beyond the current scope of work and available funding for the Bond
project. However, this concern and request for a traffic signal has been passed
along to the City’s TCI Traffic Division. We encourage any citizens who have
concerns about the safety of this area and the request for a traffic signal to call 31-1 and make a request. The City wants to hear your requests for a traffic signal
at the location of concern. A traffic study may be warranted in this area to help
determine the need for a traffic signal in the future.

6. Ms. Lydia Ramirez: “My name is Lydia Ramirez, and I live in the neighborhood
surrounding Harry Wurzbach/Rittiman. And I guess my first question is, how does
this road benefit COSA citizens? And the reason I ask this is because it's coming
from the COSA Bond elect- -funds. That's like a million plus. And in my view, the
only way I see that this is benefitting anyone is the Fort Sam ISD which, unless
you're military, you're not able to go to that school district. And so that's a million
dollars out of the city's fund that we're giving with -- what are we getting in return?
Are we getting access through the creek ways through Fort Sam so that the bike
and hike trails can continue from John James all the way south? Are we getting
any kind of give and take, or are they just taking? Because it is a very transient
community. I mean, Fort Sam, that's what it is. People are here for a couple of
years and then they are gone. But we are here. We are property owners. We're
here for the long haul. And so the added traffic that all of these projects add to our
community, they don't see it because they come and they go. Maybe they're from
Los Angeles, so they're used to the traffic. But traffic has just gotten worse and,
like they say, if this is truly an as-needed entrance, then, like Mr. Cantu mentioned,
the Frazer entrance -- I mean, we know that they're not utilizing that housing in that
Frazer area because they have a banner posted on the wrought iron wall saying,
'If you want to rent one of these homes, if you're single or a DOD employee...' So
they're not having the amount of military people that are staying in that housing
community. So why can't we, like Mr. Cantu said -- were those options actually,
you know, looked at, or were we just like, 'We're the City of San Antonio and we' - like I said, I'm a military family, so I do understand what they give. But City of San
Antonio gives a lot to the military. And so are we giving property access, added,
you know, traffic, just by giving it? I don't really foresee this being an event-access
only. And then, like I said, what are we getting in exchange? Are we getting access
from John James through the bike and hike trails going to the south? Because
currently, you're not able to continue on the bike and hike trail. You have to get off,
because you can't go through Fort Sam, and then get back on. And so, like I said,
I don't see any benefit from this road unless it's for Fort Sam -- and for that school
district. Because I'm not going to be able to drive on it as a private citizen of the
City of San Antonio. And I guess that's kind of how I see it, is that the amount of
added traffic that has been put on Harry Wurzbach -- and I understand that,
because Harry Wurzbach probably, at 5:30 -- 5:30 in the morning, traffic starts and
it doesn't end until probably 8. And then it starts again at 3:00 and it ends around
6:00. And to try to get out of Harry Wurzbach, it's impossible. You have to go back
around to Rittiman, wait through that light, and then that light takes a long time.

But then, also, the park at John James -- like I said, it's just going to add a lot of
traffic that, in my opinion, isn't needed. But my main question is, where is the
benefit of the bond money coming -- or where are we getting -- that's a million-plus
dollars that we voted to have projects for the City of San Antonio for City of San
Antonio citizens to benefit. And I don't see any benefit from this project. Thank
you.”
COSA’s Response: Thank you for your concerns and questions about how this
bond project benefits COSA citizens. As you mentioned, military families are
primarily the people who access the schools at Ft. Sam ISD. However, the ISD
holds special events where the public is welcome. Ft. Sam ISD requested a public
access to their facilities. The necessary security required for entering the school
through JBSA – Sam Houston creates logistical problems for the school, especially
for large events with numerous guests. Upon construction of this new roadway,
the school will be constructing a perimeter fence that will be secured whenever the
new public entrance is open, so the security of JBSA - Sam Houston will not be
compromised. There will be no gate on the new road off of Rittiman Road. The
proposed road will be open at all times. There will be a gate at the entrance to the
school. This road may also serve as an emergency route for the public in the event
first responders need to gain access through this area to the school facilities.
Again, private citizens will have access to use this roadway and will not need to
gain access through a JBSA – Sam Houston gate to attend special events.
Additionally, COSA noted your comment regarding access for the public through
the greenspaces and creek ways near JBSA – Sam Houston such as the hike and
bike trails along Salado Creek. COSA‘s Parks and Recreation Department
currently has a hike and bike trail under design that will connect John James Park
to an existing trail segment at Jack White Park. A map showing the future project
segment
can
be
found
on
COSA’s
website
at:
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/Parks/hikebike/CoSA_Parks_Salado_Creek.pdf?ver=2018-10-04-140838-087. This new
segment of trail is part of the Howard Peak Greenway Trail Program and will serve
as a connection point for the public so that the hike and bike trail is continuous
through JBSA – Sam Houston. COSA has completed extensive coordination with
JBSA – Sam Houston and the Air Force regarding the placement of the trail. Once
constructed, the public will have access from John James Park through the hike
and bike trail connecting to the existing segment in the south.

7. Mr. Eli Edward Elias: "My name is Eli. I live in the neighborhood, as well, and I've
been here quite a while. And at first, when I first looked at it, I thought, 'You know,
that's a pretty good idea.' But then I didn't know what the purpose was. If the
purpose is only for special events, and the events are only going to be, you know,
occasionally, then I think Mr. Cantu's suggestion about widening that road on
Winans, making it four lanes and maybe an exit for the school, I think that might
be a better use of the money, and it may be even less expensive. You can use that
money somewhere else. I'm guessing. I don't know what it would cost. But I think
that would be a better -- a better solution. Also, special events -- the funerals are
not going to go through there, they're going to go through the main entrance. So
the special events are going to be occasional. We're going to spend $1.7 million to
do that. I think that $1.7 million, just an opinion, would be better used in making
that a four-lane road in Winans. And I like the idea -- what he said about making
that right-turn exit. So if we use this for a special event, it's only going to be two
lanes. You're going to have a long two lanes, you know, coming out of that and
going in. So I don't see the advantage, personally. If this is already a done deal,
then it's a done deal. But I'm just voicing an opinion based on what I see. I don't
see the benefit, like the lady said. I think you would have better benefit for the
children of the school. The funeral is not going to go through here; they've already
got an entrance. And for the GIs coming in and out, I think that Winans -- or at the
other end -- we're talking about Frazer -- Oh, I'm sorry. So I think that would be a
better alternative in my opinion. The gentleman did have some good points. But I
still think expanding that road and widening it to four lanes and having some exit
lanes -- I think that would be a better alternative and, I think, better use of our
money. And if it doesn't cost as much, you can use that money somewhere else.
That's my opinion. Oh, and then traffic lights, the traffic lights right there by John
James, that might be a pretty good idea, as well."
COSA’s Response: Thank you for expressing your concerns about the project
and the placement of the roadway. An entrance through JBSA – Sam Houston
would not be in keeping with the objective of this project: a public access for the
school district. The use of this proposed roadway is not limited to military children
and families that attend the schools. Those individuals with security clearance are
able to access the school through other routes; however, the purpose of this 2017
Bond project is to have access to the school for all public, not only those with
clearance that have access to JBSA – Sam Houston. This allows for the public to
attend special events at the stadium and facilities without compromising security

of the base. Currently, there is a logistical problem for the school, especially for
large events with numerous guests. Also, widening the capacity of Winans would
still require visitors to go through the security checkpoint.
Upon construction of this new roadway, the school will be constructing a perimeter
fence that will be secured whenever the new public entrance is open, so the
security of JBSA - Sam Houston will not be compromised. There will be no gate
on the new road off of Rittiman Road. The proposed road will be open at all times.
There will be a gate at Winans Road to allow access to the school. This road may
also serve as an emergency route for the public in the event first responders need
to gain access through this area to the school facilities.
Regarding the request for a right-hand turn lane, the project team has noted the
suggestions given at the public hearing event and will request an additive alternate
to add a right turn lane if funding allows. The school will also be planning to have
police officers at the Rittiman entrance to assist with accessing and leaving the
special events.
A traffic signal has not been previously warranted at this intersection based on the
volume of left turn lanes into the side streets or traffic into John James Park. A
traffic signal and is beyond the current scope of work and available funding for the
Bond project. However, this concern and request for a traffic signal has been
passed along to the City’s TCI Traffic Division. We encourage any citizens who
have concerns about the safety of this area and the request for a traffic signal to
call 3-1-1 and make a request. The City wants to hear your requests for a traffic
signal at the location of concern. A traffic study may be warranted in this area to
help determine the need for a traffic signal in the future.
8. Ms. Lissette Cantu: "Hi, everybody. I'm sorry. I wasn't going to speak. My
husband already did that for me and did it really well. But after hearing everybody,
I just needed to give a little bit of my opinion, too. I do not agree for the same
reasons that he posed. I do see what you say. But what you're saying is about like
we have a lot of traffic. Harry Wurzbach has $800,000 that they supposed to have
to widen their Harry Wurzbach. So there is money already allocated for that, and
everybody, every citizen in San Antonio, can use, you know. But having that road
that is going to be two lanes, that's going to be just make more traffic just for special
events and take away from parks that we need for our kids. You know, we're

thinking about – someone say -- the light to cross the kids from the school to the
park, we need that more than another entrance. I mean, traffic, we have to get up
early. We live in a city that is growing. How about riding your bicycle to work? You
know? We're overweight. We're fat, we have a lot of obesity in the city. We're the
worst city in health, and we want more roads, just to be more comfortable and keep
travelling. We really need to use more our parks, our bicycles, and do something
else to put the traffic and help. And then the military don't want any more lights.
We just got a letter -- I know y'all got a letter -- saying that we have to lower our
lights. Making another lane like that is going to mean more lights. We're supposed
to have less lights and now we're going to add more lights. Now, about our houses
going up in price, you're right. They're going to go up in price. We make that road
or we don't make it. The Pearl has been going up and they closed the streets. They
didn't open new streets. They closed the streets and people pack to go to The
Pearl, and they don't have a room to get in and they don't have a room to park. So
people wants to go to the area, they're going to come. So it's not about making
more roads. It's about making more and more greener space, beautiful space
where we can walk and be more healthy for our own good and for the good of our
kids. Thank you."
COSA’s Response: Thank you for presenting your concerns about traffic, safety,
and health of the public. COSA has also noted your concerns about light pollution
in the area. The new roadway will be adding approximately eight illumination lights
to assist with ingress and egress to the school.
A traffic signal has not been previously warranted at the John James Park
intersection based on the volume of left turn lanes into the side streets or traffic
into John James Park. A traffic signal is beyond the current scope of work and
available funding for the Bond project. However, this concern and request for a
traffic signal has been passed along to the City’s TCI Traffic Division. We
encourage any citizens who have concerns about the safety of this area and the
request for a traffic signal to call 3-1-1 and make a request. The City wants to hear
your requests for a traffic signal at the location of concern. A traffic study may be
warranted in this area to help determine the need for a traffic signal in the future.
COSA is dedicated to promoting healthy and safe transportation alternatives for
the public and has allocated a significant amount of money into the parks across
the City. Funding is separate for Parks projects versus transportation projects such

as this new roadway. However, COSA has information on initiatives like the
Howard
Peak
Greenway
Trail
System
at:
https://www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/Parks-Facilities/Trails/GreenwayTrails. There are over 40 major trailheads and neighborhood connections to
access the trail system around the city. The three major segments of the Greenway
are the Leon Creek Greenway, the Salado Creek Greenway, and the Medina River
Greenway each offering several miles of uninterrupted trails. In addition, the
Greenway trails connect dozens of local parks and consist of approximately 1,450
acres of creek-side open space and natural areas.
The COSA Parks and Recreation Department currently has a hike and bike trail
under design and will connect John James Park to an existing trail segment at Jack
White Park. A map showing the future project segment can be found on COSA’s
website
at:
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/Parks/hikebike/CoSA_Parks_Salado_Creek.pdf?ver=2018-10-04-140838-087. This new
segment of trail is part of the Howard Peak Greenway Trail Program and will serve
as a connection point for the public so that the hike and bike trail is continuous
through JBSA – Sam Houston. COSA has completed extensive coordination with
JBSA – Sam Houston and the Air Force regarding the placement of the trail. Once
constructed, the public will have access from John James Park through the hike
and bike trail connecting to the existing segment in the south.
Written Comments Submitted at the Public Hearing on November 29, 2018
1. Mr. Joseph S. Kessler:
Questions
"A. Why was a new road needed for the school?
B. What is the intent of this new road?
C. Was expanding the capacity of Winans Road considered?
D. How will this affect the security of Fort Sam Houston?
E. Will the gate access be open for limited hours?"
COSA’s Response: Thank you for your questions. Ft. Sam ISD requested a public
access to their facilities that would be a solution to their need for a general public
entrance to their school to allow people to enter the school without having to go
through the Winans entry control point. The necessary security required for
entering the school through JBSA – Sam Houston creates logistical problems for

the school, especially for large events with numerous guests. Widening the
capacity of Winans would still require visitors to go through the security checkpoint.
Upon construction of this new roadway, the school will be constructing a perimeter
fence that will be secured whenever the new public entrance is open, so the
security of JBSA - Sam Houston will not be compromised. There will be no gate
on the new road off of Rittiman Road. The proposed road will be open at all times.
There will be a gate at Winans Road from this new roadway to access the school.
This road may also serve as an emergency route for the public in the event first
responders need to gain access through this area to the school facilities.
Comments
"There should be more communications about the construction of the road. Not
just minor discussions of the effects upon TPWD."
COSA’s Response: Thank you for your comment regarding additional
communication regarding construction of the roadway. This new roadway project
was presented along with many others during the 2017 Bond scoping process.
Numerous public meetings were held discussing all of the proposed projects to
gain input from the public at that time prior to the vote passing. The public hearing
held on November 29, 2018, was to specifically present information regarding
Chapter 26 and obtain formal comments and questions about the project. An
additional public meeting is planned prior to the start of construction to provide the
public with additional details of the final project and estimated construction
schedule. The City encourages all interested parties to attend the meeting. Please
check TCI’s event calendar webpage for details once the event is posted.
2. Mr. Charles Sence:
Questions
"What my concerns and I believe others are, that the flow of traffic it will create. As
it is, Rittiman Road backs up with traffic all the way to the light. Also, may engulf
the surrounding neighborhood."
COSA’s Response: Thank you for your concerns regarding the flow of traffic
associated with this project. Fort Sam ISD will provide police officers during events
at the intersection of Rittiman Road and the new roadway to assist with arriving
and departing vehicle traffic. It is anticipated that events will occur in non-peak
driving hours.

SECTION 9
PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT

Public Design Meeting

1
2

Ft. Sam ISD New Roadway Project

2017-2022 BOND PROGRAM
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
FORT SAM ISD NEW ROADWAY (RITTIMAN ROAD TO WINANS ROAD)

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

*******************************************************
PUBLIC DESIGN MEETING
NOVEMBER 29, 2018
*******************************************************

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

Page: 1

Public Design Meeting

Ft. Sam ISD New Roadway Project

1

SPEAKERS

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

FOR THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
TRANSPORTATION AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:
Mr. Richard Casiano
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.

Maria becerra
Pedro cantu
George DeRocker
Oscar Jimenez
Debra Ann Martinez
Lydia Ramirez
Eli Edward Elias
Lisseto Cantu

9
10
11
12
13
14

REPORTED BY:
Janalyn Reeves, CSR

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

Page: 2

Public Design Meeting

Ft. Sam ISD New Roadway Project

07:03
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07:03

2

everybody, for coming out tonight.

07:03

3

Casiano.

07:03

4

project, the Fort Sam ISD.

07:03

5

here, we have our project team here, and we're going to

07:03

6

do this little presentation.

07:03

7

this PowerPoint, and please hold all your questions for

07:03

8

the end.

07:03

9

07:03

10

who signed up to speak, I'm going to move this

07:03

11

microphone over here to the side, and if you'll come up

07:04

12

and speak into the microphone with your questions or

07:04

13

comments, they'll get documented by our court reporter

07:04

14

here so that we can have everything documented tonight.

07:04

15

Okay?

07:04

16

lights?

07:04

17

07:04

18

Roadway project.

07:04

19

The agenda tonight is the sign-in.

07:04

20

already had that.

07:04

21

do right now.

07:04

22

here in a second.

07:04

23

program and give you some project information.

07:04

24

we'll, like I said, we'll take the public comments,

07:04

25

questions at the end.

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

Okay, thank you,
My name is Richard

I'm the capital projects officer for this
We have environmental folks

We are going to go through

At the end, what we're going to do is everyone

So with that -- can you go ahead and turn off the

So again, we're here for the Fort Sam ISD
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The public design hearing meeting.

Welcome.

Open house, we

That's what I'm trying to

We're going to have our introductions
And then we'll get started with the
And then
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07:04

1

07:05

2

It was approved by the voters May 6th, 2017.

07:05

3

it was part of that big bond package that we passed a

07:05

4

few years ago.

07:05

5

07:05

6

from our counsel office, councilman Mr. Cruz Shaw.

07:05

7

not here tonight, but Ryan Garza, with the council

07:05

8

office, is here.

07:05

9

your council representation here tonight for this

07:05

10

07:05

11

07:05

12

Sean Strong, he's the project manager for this project.

07:05

13

James Wuncinksi and Zachry Kircus are the project

07:05

14

engineers for this project.

07:05

15

capital projects officer.

07:06

16

city consultant, who's going to do the design for this

07:06

17

project, Mr. Raul Garcia, Jr., from Garcia & Wright

07:06

18

Consulting.

07:06

19

07:06

20

conditions at Rittiman.

07:06

21

that right now it's just a lot of wooded area.

07:06

22

basically where the entrance on Rittiman is going to be,

07:06

23

right next to -- let's see.

07:06

24

you can see it, is the fence for the base, so it's going

07:06

25

to be -- right along here is where the park is.

This is a part of the 2017-2022 Bond Program.

And here, we have the project staff.

So it's --

We have,
He's

Just want you to know that you have

meeting.
And the project design team from the city --

And of course, me myself,
And then we also have the

Here, we're just showing some existing
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We're just showing, you know,
This is

Right in this area is -- if
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07:06

1

07:06

2

is running -- this picture here is running along where

07:07

3

the football track -- football scoreboard is, the

07:07

4

stadium.

07:07

5

inside, next to the fence line, running -- I think

07:07

6

that's the track and the stadium right here -- not

07:07

7

stadium, but the field.

07:07

8

there, just like the exhibit we have up here showed.

07:07

9

These are some existing pictures.

07:07

10

07:07

11

constructing a new two-lane roadway from Winans to

07:07

12

Rittiman adjacent to the John James Park.

07:07

13

be a 24-foot wide roadway.

07:07

14

curbs and CPS lighting.

07:07

15

exactly, but just something similar.

07:07

16

07:08

17

that's just showing a basic rendering of -- wait a

07:08

18

minute -- did I go too far?

07:08

19

slide.

07:08

20

07:08

21

exhibit up here.

07:08

22

the exhibit?

07:08

23

here, and then here's the base.

07:08

24

And then here's where the project begins, runs along the

07:08

25

edge of John James Park and comes down here.

And this is some pictures inside the park.

This

And then, again, we have some pictures of the

So it will be running back in

And the project scope, which we're going to be

It's going to

We're going to have header

Something similar to this.

Not

And this is a rendering from the consultant

Yes, I did.

Oh, I think I skipped a

I'm sorry.

I skipped a slide.

This is basically the project layout, like the
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Is everybody able to make it, to see

You have Rittiman up here, running along
And here's Winans Road.

Rittiman
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07:08

1

is right here.

07:09

2

the -- here's the roadway.

07:09

3

creek, Holbrook, is over here -- and the creek is over

07:09

4

here, on this side.

07:09

5

07:09

6

the new roadway.

07:09

7

So it would be in between the base and the park.

07:09

8

other end of where the creek is -- again, here's the

07:09

9

creek, right here.

07:09

10

there.

07:09

11

area that we're going to be putting the new roadway in.

07:09

12

07:09

13

picture of the new roadway.

07:09

14

24-foot roadway.

07:09

15

whatever trees we can leave on the edges.

07:09

16

roadway, we're going to leave that.

07:10

17

how -- just one lane in each direction for the roadway.

07:10

18

07:10

19

project, not construction.

07:10

20

budget of $1,725,000, came from the bond.

07:10

21

project schedule is, "Design completion" scheduled for

07:10

22

June 2019.

07:10

23

in August of 2019.

07:10

24

December 2019.

07:10

25

July of 2020.

Here's Rittiman, in the end.

Here's

Here's the new roadway.

The

Here would be the entrance off of Rittiman to
Again, here's the base and the park.

Right there, running along through

Again, this is Holbrook.

So again, this is the

Now, we get to the little rendering.

The little

It's just showing the

It's still going to have, you know,
Outside the

And just showing

Here, we have the project budget.
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On the

The total

This is the total project
And the

We're going to "Advertise for Construction"
"Construction Start" estimated to be

And "Construction End" estimated to be
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This one I'm just going to read verbatim here.
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3

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department -- Department Code,

07:11

4

Chapter 26.
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5
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6

with Chapter 26 - Protection of Public Parks and
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7

Recreational Lands of the Parks and Wildlife Code
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8

(Texas).
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public land designated and used as a park, recreation
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area, scientific area, wildlife refuge, or historic site
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16

unless the department, agency, political subdivision,
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county, or municipality determines there is no feasible
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and prudent alternative and that the project/program
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includes all reasonable planning to minimize harm to the

07:12

20

land.
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21
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public land, minimize the amount taken and any harm done
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23

to it.

07:12

24
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And here we get to the hearing portion of it.
It's the

"This Public Hearing is being held in accordance

"John James Park is land owned by the City of
San Antonio and is a public park/recreational area.
"The proposed roadway project will result in
impacts to approximately 8.514 acres of John James Park.
"Chapter 26 restricts the use or take of any

"If there is no way to avoid the taking of

"The proposed project is located within a public
park, therefore, the acquisition of public land for use
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1
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2
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3

alternatives were evaluated, but based on the goals for

07:12

4

the Fort Sam ISD New Roadway project, there were no
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5

feasible and prudent alternatives to the use or taking
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6

of Chapter 26 protected lands.
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7
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8

been done to minimize harm to the land designated as a
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park.
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"Verbal or Written Comments Are Welcomed.
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"Citizens Have a 5 Minute Limit For Comments.
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"Verbal Testimony Will Be Recorded at the
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13

07:13

14

07:13

15

07:13

16

07:13

17

Delivery or Mail within 10 business days of the public

07:13

18

hearing date."
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19

Oh, I'm sorry.

07:13

20

"Testimony Will Begin" -- "Will Become Part of

07:13

21

07:13

22

07:13

23

Delivery or Mail within 10 business days of the public

07:13

24

hearing date (by December 13, 2018).

07:13

25

of ROW requires compliance with Chapter 26.
"During the design scoping process, potential

"Per the TPWD Code, all reasonable planning has

Designated Area.
"Testimony Will Become Part of the Project
Hearing Record.
"Written Comments Can Be Accepted Now or by

Should I start over?

No.

the Project Hearing Record.
"Written Comments Can Be Accepted Now or by

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

"Written Responses to Comments Will Be Provided
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07:13

1

07:13

2

07:13

3

07:14

4

07:14

5

project updates or future meeting announcements, please

07:14

6

ensure that you fill out the sign-in sheet" that we have

07:14

7

up here in front.

07:14

8

07:14

9

07:14

10

get the list of folks who signed up to speak, and I will

07:14

11

move the microphone.

07:14

12

The first one we have is Mr. Oscar Jimenez.

07:15

13

UNIDENTIFIED:

07:15

14

07:15

15

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

07:15

16

MS. MARIA BECERRA:

07:15

17

07:15

18

07:15

19

agree with the road they planning to do it.

07:15

20

need no more smog in the park.

07:15

21

alone right there for everybody, for the neighborhood to

07:15

22

breathe a little clean air.

07:16

23

of traffic.

07:16

24

fix under the bridge to just maybe do something in

07:16

25

there, because people and drugs, people are homeless --

after the Comment Period Ends.
"No Responses to Comments Will Be Provided
During the Hearing.
"If you desire to be added to an e-mail list for

And that concludes our presentation hearing.
And now we're going to turn on the lights.

Can we do that?

And we'll

We're going to

go to the next one.
Let's have Maria Becerra.
Yes, sir, that's me.

Becerra.
Good evening, everybody.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

First of all, I'm not
We don't

We just need to leave

Rittiman, Rittiman is a lot

It's horrible right there.

They need to
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07:16

1

I mean, I'm sorry, but they going in there.

07:16

2

to walk under the bridge because sometimes you not even

07:16

3

can cross Rittiman to go and do a little exercise.

07:16

4

need exercise.

07:16

5

07:16

6

dangerous.

07:16

7

first and then do them, highway right there, that they

07:16

8

are planning to do it.

07:16

9

here on Harry Wurzbach, so you can go and exit and go on

07:17

10

whatever, you know.

07:17

11

I'm definitely not agree.

07:17

12

07:17

13

that's why they do that, why they cut all the trees.

07:17

14

They said because they have the money to do it.

07:17

15

told me from the city.

07:17

16

Thank you very much and I'm sorry.

07:17

17

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

07:17

18

07:17

19

07:18

20

tell you a little bit about myself.

07:18

21

corner of Grantham and Rittiman Road.

So this, to me,

07:18

22

is a huge impact to my neighborhood.

One, it involves

07:18

23

additional traffic of which Rittiman is, at the moment,

07:18

24

not handling very well.

07:18

25

going to be horrendous.

I'm afraid

We

All the neighborhood, we need exercise.

Sometimes little ones cross Rittiman; it's very
Also, we need to, y'all, fix our streets

You have a plenty place over

We don't need that.

I'm not agree.

One time, they clean it up, all the park, and

They

I mean, that's not right.
I'm sorry.

Next up, we have Mr. Pedro

Cantu.
MR. PEDRO CANTU:

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

Yes, good evening.

Just to

I live at the

So any increased traffic is
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07:18

1

07:18

2

naturalist.

07:18

3

trees are very important.

07:18

4

come by and they're to be protected, not paved over.

07:18

5

07:18

6

try to meet requirements of the Texas Parks & Wildlife

07:18

7

Code 26.

07:18

8

that these alternatives have been viewed, different

07:18

9

proposals reviewed, and there have been no feasible

07:18

10

alternatives.

07:18

11

hearings, commentary welcoming -- or welcoming any

07:19

12

commentary or anything of that nature.

07:19

13

love to see the alternatives that were reviewed, because

07:19

14

I can, just in a brief period of time that I've

07:19

15

gotten -- since I've gotten the notice, I can see that

07:19

16

there's at least two alternatives.

07:19

17

07:19

18

which is the current access into that area, to make

07:19

19

it -- add additional lanes or whatever, and you're not

07:19

20

necessarily changing the flow of traffic.

07:19

21

07:19

22

and connect it directly to Dodd which is then going to

07:19

23

Winans.

07:19

24

that I can come up with.

07:19

25

time to review or to spend with all the gentleman

The second thing is, I'm also a master
So this is not just a wooded area.

Those

Park areas are difficult to

The reason we're having this meeting here is to

I think it's interesting that you're saying

But I haven't seen any notices of any

And so I would

One of them is to go ahead and widen Winans,

The second is to open the gate at Frazer Road

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

Those are two, again, rather quick alternatives
Of course, I haven't had the
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07:19

1

07:19

2

07:19

3

come in and take 8 1/2 acres of a park.

07:20

4

mostly organized soccer.

07:20

5

very little of it as far as walking areas and natural

07:20

6

areas, and to do away with those is not feasible -- or

07:20

7

is not a good alternative, from my point of view.

07:20

8

07:20

9

07:20

10

firm -- environmental consulting firm, which stated that

07:20

11

this was a hearing to review the project and any

07:20

12

possible alternatives.

07:20

13

it was a done deal.

07:20

14

if it's a done deal, why are we holding a hearing?

07:20

15

are we going through these motions if the decision has

07:20

16

already been made?

07:20

17

07:20

18

& Wildlife Code requires that those alternatives be

07:20

19

reviewed and be considered.

07:21

20

made public -- available to the public for their review,

07:21

21

also.

07:21

22

and any reasons why they can't come through the fort

07:21

23

should be made note.

07:21

24

07:21

25

dealing with traffic and everything else.
But I can't believe that somebody is going to
That park is

The neighborhood gets to enjoy

I thought it was interesting that we received
two notices in the mail.

One was from a consulting

The second basically stated that

And again, this -- this hearing --

Again, I can't see that happen.

Why

The Texas Parks

And I think that should be

Any of those considerations that they looked at

The fort is basically a high security area.

The

children that are going to school there are children

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service
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07:21

1

that are being picked up by their parents who already

07:21

2

have security clearances.

07:21

3

they can't use the existing gate that is basically

07:21

4

abandoned within one hundred yards of there.

07:21

5

07:21

6

keep the traffic from Rittiman, but it would certainly

07:21

7

offer an alternative to taking parklands.

07:21

8

Thank you.

07:21

9

I do have a quick question.

07:21

10

are the alternatives that have been reviewed available

07:21

11

for public commentary?

07:22

12

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

07:22

13

MR. PEDRO CANTU:

07:22

14

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

07:22

15

07:22

16

07:22

17

07:22

18

07:22

19

George De Rocker.

07:22

20

director.

07:22

21

bought their house brand new in '54, Brettonwood.

07:22

22

were no houses past here.

07:22

23

Moved back and forth teaching.

07:22

24

07:23

25

I don't see any reason why

Again, easy, simple alternative.

It wouldn't

Appreciate it.
And that is how --

Review...
They'll answer that.

Oh, okay.
We'll get an answer to

them.
Okay.

The next person to come up, please, would

be George De Rocker.
MR. GEORGE DE ROCKER:

Good evening.

My name is

I'm a retired high school band

I grew up in this neighborhood.

My parents
There

I spent most of my life here.

But I just did the math; I've lived here for a
total of 39 of my 56 years and no issues with the access

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service
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07:23

1

road to the school.

07:23

2

retired from Cole High School -- is a band director and

07:23

3

also myself, the same business.

07:23

4

stadiums on Friday night with the excess number of

07:23

5

people, if you've never experienced that, you're dealing

07:23

6

with the safety of the children involved, and the

07:23

7

parents involved.

07:23

8

07:23

9

07:23

10

regular school hours, traffic is crazy over there at

07:23

11

Harry Wurzbach and -- I forgot the name, is it Winans?

07:23

12

07:23

13

concerns were, will the traffic flows be addressed once

07:23

14

this road is established?

07:23

15

amount of time, it's very difficult to exit from

07:23

16

Grantham on to Rittiman.

07:23

17

bridge -- which was needed -- but with that wall there,

07:23

18

if you're in a passenger car, you can't see oncoming

07:24

19

eastbound traffic until it's almost at the exit.

07:24

20

daughter was in an accident there several years ago.

07:24

21

Kind of her fault, but still it's very difficult to see.

07:24

22

07:24

23

it's almost impossible.

07:24

24

aren't very many outlets in the neighborhood, so I was

07:24

25

hoping they would address that light issue once they get

One of my closest friends just

Getting in and out of

And here, we have the addition of the access to
Fort Sam.

And he says getting in and out, even during

And so I fully understand that.

If you've lived here for any

It's even worse with the new

Normal business hours are tough.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

My only

My own

Rush hour,

And if you live here, there
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07:24

1

07:24

2

07:24

3

That's going to make it even worse.

07:24

4

There's no way to walk under the bridge.

07:24

5

us, like you said, live here, and we would like to be

07:24

6

able to access.

07:24

7

alternatives, to move the road where it actually

07:24

8

connects to the park entrance and have a light there

07:24

9

that would cover both coming out of Cole High School and

07:24

10

going on to Grantham and Rittiman on all four

07:24

11

directions, but maybe not.

07:24

12

land from the park, from the environmental study.

07:24

13

07:25

14

want to close -- once again, I understand the need for

07:25

15

the road.

07:25

16

address the additional traffic issues that will

07:25

17

undoubtedly occur in addition to what we already have.

07:25

18

It's my understanding this is only going to be

07:25

19

used for large events and for emergency access and not

07:25

20

necessarily for day-to-day.

07:25

21

addressed in the report or not.

07:25

22

major events, or for emergency access, I can't see where

07:25

23

it would be that much of a traffic issue.

07:25

24

give us some lights there before someone gets hurt.

07:25

25

Thank you.

the road built.
There's no pedestrian access to the park.
There's no walkway.
And a lot of

I don't know if this was one of the

It would take way too much

I'm just a teacher, not an environmentalist.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

I fully accept that.

I

I just hope they would

I don't know if that's
If it's only during

But please
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07:25

1

07:25

2

please, Mr. Oscar Jimenez.

07:25

3

MR. OSCAR JIMENEZ:

07:26

4

is Oscar Jimenez.

07:26

5

of John James and Fort Sam Houston.

07:26

6

Road and for those of y'all that know it, it's a nice

07:26

7

little cozy area, we have quick access to 281.

07:26

8

when there's an accident on 281, like we get a semi that

07:26

9

blows up, or whatever, and starts a fire, we go the back

07:26

10

07:26

11

You know, if you have ever been on the roadway

07:26

12

around 7:00 in the morning, we all know that Cole High

07:26

13

School has this amazing backup of traffic.

07:26

14

when the base is on lockdown, Harry Wurzbach backs up.

07:26

15

Everything around the base backs up.

07:26

16

07:26

17

here, is that I do find that it is necessary.

07:26

18

Unfortunately, there are no alternatives.

07:26

19

working in the area and looking at this relentlessly,

07:26

20

hours and hours and hours, this is the best solution

07:26

21

that I have seen thus far.

07:26

22

until it came up, and it is.

07:27

23

07:27

24

that there is a closed gate in that area, that gate

07:27

25

presents some access control problems.

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

Okay, the next speaker,

Hello, everybody.

My name

I actually live and work in the area
I live off of Burr

And then

way, we go to Rittiman.

And then

My position, after seeing this roadway that's

I, after

I didn't even think of it

When you drive by on Rittiman Road and you see

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

We were shut
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07:27

1

down, similar to the 2011 events -- or 2001 --

07:27

2

September 2001, when the base became closed.

07:27

3

y'all used to be able to just drive right through Fort

07:27

4

Sam Houston, if you recall that.

07:27

5

able to just walk up to the gate and just show your ID,

07:27

6

and you could go in with your driver's license.

07:27

7

07:27

8

deed card, you have to have access to the base.

07:27

9

going to provide the best solution as we go forward into

07:27

10

07:27

11

07:27

12

money that was just dumped on to Cole High School for

07:27

13

that football stadium, and they need people to occupy

07:27

14

that football stadium.

07:27

15

people if they can't get out of the facility quick

07:27

16

enough.

07:27

17

to have an issue.

07:27

18

07:28

19

that you see off of Harry Wurzbach, and that is closed.

07:28

20

So now you have to enter through Winans gate.

07:28

21

07:28

22

that are going there on reserve weekend and you're

07:28

23

trying to have soccer at the elementary school, the

07:28

24

traffic backs up like crazy, because now you have

07:28

25

reserve components, you have people going to the

Many of

You can no longer do that.

And sometimes you were

You have to have a
This is

the future, in my opinion.
We just -- there was just an enormous amount of

But they're going to turn away

If they can't get out of there, they are going

They just recently closed off the Reserve Center

When the reserve center has active duty members

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service
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07:28

1

07:28

2

07:28

3

special events, because what does qualify for a special

07:28

4

event?

07:28

5

okay.

07:28

6

a special event?

07:28

7

here, is that a special event?

07:28

8

special event?

07:28

9

07:28

10

this, this is going to provide the school with

07:28

11

sustainability and finances, something that we owe to

07:28

12

our military members that are there, to provide for the

07:28

13

safety of their students and provide easy access to

07:28

14

them.

07:28

15

07:29

16

night, you don't want to spend two hours stuck in

07:29

17

traffic.

07:29

18

School, and these are ridiculous wait times.

07:29

19

the Alamodome is bad, you think that the AT&T Center

07:29

20

game day is bad.

07:29

21

AT&T Center, but you're just stuck in traffic, and

07:29

22

you're just waiting to get out.

07:29

23

07:29

24

expanded, but there's some jurisdictional issues, I

07:29

25

think, that play into that, because the City of

high school.
This -- I don't foresee this just being used for

You know, think about it.

It could be, "Oh,

Well, we're having a football game."

Is that is

If Garth Brooks is going to come play
What qualifies as a

My opinion on this is that, moving forward on

This is something that when you go home at

And I have attended the games at Cole High
You think

You know, this is like the miniature

The roadway, I agree, of Winans should be

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service
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07:29

1

San Antonio doesn't really own that.

07:29

2

that.

07:29

3

07:29

4

things when we're thinking about this.

07:29

5

people are going to think that is really a -- kind of

07:29

6

impacting on the park.

07:29

7

very, very minimal -- as far as the convenience that it

07:29

8

can offer.

07:29

9

07:29

10

being offered, this road being developed, I do see

07:29

11

property values in the area going up, as well -- as

07:29

12

they're already going up.

07:29

13

almost bought a house in -- right across the street from

07:30

14

this for $99,000.

07:30

15

Some of y'all's property values have gone skyrocketing.

07:30

16

07:30

17

well, if you're looking at that.

07:30

18

your head "no."

07:30

19

revitalized, especially with The Pearl going up as it

07:30

20

is.

07:30

21

07:30

22

am in support of this.

07:30

23

to reevaluate this.

07:30

24

I do firmly believe that there needs to be a right-hand

07:30

25

turn lane on the exit way of that, so if the person is

The base owns

So I think we have to consider all of those
I think a lot of

But I see this as minimal --

I also see that, in the future, because of this

So your values that you -- I

That house today is about $175,000.

I think this road can contribute to that, as
I know, you're shaking

But the whole area is being

So I just want to take that in consideration.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

I

But I would like the engineers

If this is something that is done,
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07:30

1

turning left, you don't have to wait for the person

07:30

2

going right.

07:30

3

right turn, so we're not stuck waiting there.

07:30

4

07:30

5

07:31

6

07:31

7

07:31

8

07:31

9

07:31

10

children, so they can't hear me, so I talk a little

07:31

11

louder.

07:31

12

07:31

13

problem of the basic expanding, because they're all four

07:31

14

in one.

07:31

15

we've got all these people coming in.

07:31

16

thought about that when we expanded base.

07:31

17

we've expanded the base, now we need streets.

07:31

18

07:31

19

part -- it's really an area where it is -- it surrounds

07:31

20

the base.

07:31

21

they could use, that nobody -- Fort Sam doesn't -- they

07:32

22

used to have patrols there.

07:32

23

there.

07:32

24

07:32

25

And that right turns needs to be a long

But I do think that, moving into the future,
this is the best solution.

Thank you.

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

Thank you.

The next

speaker we'll have is Debra Ann Martinez.
MS. DEBRA ANN MARTINEZ:
am I loud?

Hi, my name is Debra --

I'm sorry, I talk loud.

Okay.

I work with

The problem I have -- I don't have a

Remember, we've got the Army, the Air Force,
We should have
Now that

I understand that the area that we live in is

But there is a gate inside of the park that

Now, they are no longer

They closed the base, you can't go in.
So, to me, I'm thinking, "Okay, they need a

road.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

Why not use that one?"

You are able to go
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07:32

1

through the side where the horse trails are.

07:32

2

left and get to the base, why can we not use that road

07:32

3

to come in and out for the parents?

07:32

4

07:32

5

and go ahead and extend another direction.

07:32

6

not really right.

07:32

7

plan on Fort Sam, they should have thought about the

07:32

8

number of families who were in that school, number of

07:32

9

parents who were coming in and out.

07:32

10

07:32

11

07:32

12

want all these things and I'm going to expect the house

07:32

13

is exactly how you want it designed."

07:32

14

like that.

07:32

15

have the resources.

07:32

16

that they're refusing to use.

07:32

17

we have a game and somehow we need more room to

07:33

18

benefit."

07:33

19

07:33

20

benefit.

07:33

21

need to make sure that we have some kind of traffic

07:33

22

control.

07:33

23

lost his life because the city did not put a light.

07:33

24

we're going to go ahead and open up a way because of

07:33

25

games?

Make a

But we want to go ahead and keep the lines short
Why?

That's

Because before they had started this

They should have

thought about that.
You're not just going to buy a house.

Doesn't happen

You've got to have the money, you've got to
So I believe you have a resource
And their excuse:

This is about a beneficial.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

"Okay, I

"Well,

Some people

We get the people for these games, we just

There was somebody that just died on Rittiman,

We have already a park.

But

We don't need another
Page: 21

Public Design Meeting

Ft. Sam ISD New Roadway Project

07:33

1

park accessing another park, or another school.

07:33

2

done.

07:33

3

07:33

4

07:33

5

07:33

6

and I live in the neighborhood surrounding Harry

07:34

7

Wurzbach/Rittiman.

07:34

8

how does this road benefit COSA citizens?

07:34

9

reason I ask this is because it's coming from the COSA

07:34

10

07:34

11

07:34

12

benefitting anyone is the Fort Sam ISD which, unless

07:34

13

you're military, you're not able to go to that school

07:34

14

district.

07:34

15

07:34

16

city's fund that we're giving with -- what are we

07:34

17

getting in return?

07:34

18

creek ways through Fort Sam so that the bike and hike

07:34

19

trails can continue from John James all the way south?

07:34

20

Are we getting any kind of give and take, or are they

07:34

21

just taking.

07:34

22

07:34

23

mean, Fort Sam, that's what it is.

07:34

24

a couple of years and then they are gone.

07:35

25

here.

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

Thank you.

I'm

Can we have

Lydia Ramirez?
MS. LYDIA RAMIREZ:

Bond elect- -funds.

My name is Lydia Ramirez,

And I guess my first question is,
And the

That's like a million plus.

And in my view, the only way I see that this is

And so that's a million dollars out of the

Are we getting access through the

Because it is a very transient community.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

We are property owners.

I

People are here for
But we are

We're here for the long
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07:35

1

haul.

07:35

2

projects add to our community, they don't see it because

07:35

3

they come and they go.

07:35

4

so they're used to the traffic.

07:35

5

07:35

6

say, if this is truly an as-needed entrance, then, like

07:35

7

Mr. Cantu mentioned, the Frazer entrance -- I mean, we

07:35

8

know that they're not utilizing that housing in that

07:35

9

Frazer area because they have a banner posted on the

07:35

10

wrought iron wall saying, "If you want to rent one of

07:35

11

these homes, if you're single or a DOD employee..."

07:35

12

07:35

13

people that are staying in that housing community.

07:35

14

why can't we, like Mr. Cantu said -- were those options

07:35

15

actually, you know, looked at, or were we just like,

07:36

16

"We're the City of San Antonio and we" -- like I said,

07:36

17

I'm a military family, so I do understand what they

07:36

18

give.

07:36

19

military.

07:36

20

you know, traffic, just by giving it?

07:36

21

foresee this being an event-access only.

07:36

22

07:36

23

exchange?

07:36

24

the bike and hike trails going to the south?

07:36

25

currently, you're not able to continue on the bike and

And so the added traffic that all of these

Maybe they're from Los Angeles,

But traffic has just gotten worse and, like they

So they're not having the amount of military
So

But City of San Antonio gives a lot to the
And so are we giving property access, added,
I don't really

And then, like I said, what are we getting in

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

Are we getting access from John James through
Because
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07:36

1

hike trail.

07:36

2

through Fort Sam, and then get back on.

07:36

3

said, I don't see any benefit from this road unless it's

07:36

4

for Fort Sam -- and for that school district.

07:37

5

I'm not going to be able to drive on it as a private

07:37

6

citizen of the City of San Antonio.

07:37

7

07:37

8

the amount of added traffic that has been put on Harry

07:37

9

Wurzbach -- and I understand that, because Harry

07:37

10

Wurzbach probably, at 5:30 -- 5:30 in the morning,

07:37

11

traffic starts and it doesn't end until probably 8.

07:37

12

then it starts again at 3:00 and it ends around 6:00.

07:37

13

And to try to get out of Harry Wurzbach, it's

07:37

14

impossible.

07:37

15

wait through that light, and then that light takes a

07:37

16

long time.

07:37

17

like I said, it's just going to add a lot of traffic

07:37

18

that, in my opinion, isn't needed.

07:37

19

07:37

20

the bond money coming -- or where are we getting --

07:37

21

that's a million-plus dollars that we voted to have

07:38

22

projects for the City of San Antonio for City of

07:38

23

San Antonio citizens to benefit.

07:38

24

benefit from this project.

07:38

25

You have to get off, because you can't go
And so, like I

Because

And I guess that's kind of how I see it, is that

And

You have to go back around to Rittiman,

But then, also, the park at John James --

But my main question is, where is the benefit of

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

And I don't see any

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

Thank you.
Thank you.
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07:38

1

Next up, Mr. Edward Elias.

07:38

2

MR. EDWARD ELIAS:

07:38

3

the neighborhood, as well, and I've been here quite a

07:38

4

while.

07:38

5

thought, "You know, that's a pretty good idea."

07:38

6

07:38

7

the purpose is only for special events, and the events

07:38

8

are only going to be, you know, occasionally, then I

07:38

9

think Mr. Cantu's suggestion about widening that road on

07:38

10

Winans, making it four lanes and maybe an exit for the

07:38

11

school, I think that might be a better use of the money,

07:39

12

and it may be even less expensive.

07:39

13

money somewhere else.

07:39

14

it would cost.

07:39

15

07:39

16

solution.

07:39

17

going to go through there, they're going to go through

07:39

18

the main entrance.

07:39

19

be occasional.

07:39

20

that.

07:39

21

be better used in making that a four-lane road in

07:39

22

Winans.

07:39

23

07:39

24

that right-turn exit.

07:39

25

event, it's only going to be two lanes.

My name is Eli.

I live in

And at first, when I first looked at it, I

But then I didn't know what the purpose was.

If

I'm guessing.

You can use that
I don't know what

But I think that would be a better -- a better
Also, special events -- the funerals are not

So the special events are going to

We're going to spend $1.7 million to do

I think that $1.7 million, just an opinion, would

And I like the idea -- what he said about making

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

So if we use this for a special
You're going to
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07:39

1

have a long two lanes, you know, coming out of that and

07:39

2

going in.

07:39

3

07:39

4

deal.

07:40

5

see.

07:40

6

think you would have better benefit for the children of

07:40

7

the school.

07:40

8

07:40

9

07:40

10

in and out, I think that Winans -- or at the other

07:40

11

end -- we're talking about Frazer --

07:38

12

MR. EDWARD ELIAS:

07:40

13

So I think that would be a better alternative,

07:40

14

in my opinion.

07:40

15

But I still think expanding that road and widening it to

07:40

16

four lanes and having some exit lanes -- I think that

07:40

17

would be a better alternative and, I think, better use

07:40

18

of our money.

07:40

19

use that money somewhere else.

07:40

20

07:40

21

right there by John James, that might be a pretty good

07:40

22

idea, as well.

07:40

23

BY RICHARD CASIANO:

07:41

24

This one was a written comment, but if you would

07:41

25

So I don't see the advantage, personally.

If this is already a done deal, then it's a done
But I'm just voicing an opinion based on what I
I don't see the benefit, like the lady said.

I

The funeral is not going to go through here;
they've already got an entrance.

And for the GIs coming

Oh, I'm sorry.

The gentleman did have some good points.

And if it doesn't cost as much, you can
That's my opinion.

Oh, and then traffic lights, the traffic lights

Thank you, sir.

like to speak, Ms. Cantu -- Lissetto -- if you would

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service
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07:41

1

07:41

2

07:41

3

I wasn't going to speak.

07:41

4

for me, and did it really well.

07:41

5

everybody, I just needed to give a little bit of my

07:41

6

opinion, too.

07:41

7

07:41

8

posed.

07:41

9

is about like we have a lot of traffic.

07:41

10

has $800,000 that they supposed to have to widen their

07:42

11

Harry Wurzbach.

07:42

12

that, and everybody, every citizen in San Antonio, can

07:42

13

use, you know.

07:42

14

07:42

15

lanes, that's going to be just make more traffic just

07:42

16

for special events and take away from parks that we need

07:42

17

for our kids.

07:42

18

say -- the light to cross the kids from the school to

07:42

19

the park, we need that more than another entrance.

07:42

20

07:42

21

live in a city that is growing.

07:42

22

bicycle to work?

07:42

23

fat, we have a lot of obesity in the city.

07:42

24

worst city in health, and we want more roads, just to be

07:42

25

more comfortable and keep travelling.

like to speak, please come up.
MS. LISSETTO CANTU:

Hi, everybody.

I'm sorry.

My husband already did that
But after hearing

I do not agree for the same reasons that he
I do see what you say.

But what you're saying
Harry Wurzbach

So there is money already allocated for

But having that road that is going to be two

You know, we're thinking about -- someone

I mean, traffic, we have to get up early.

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

You know?

We

How about riding your

We're overweight.

We're

We're the

We really need to
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07:42

1

use more our parks, our bicycles, and do something else

07:42

2

to put the traffic and help.

07:42

3

07:42

4

lights.

07:42

5

letter -- saying that we have to lower our lights.

07:43

6

Making another lane like that is going to mean more

07:43

7

lights.

07:43

8

we're going to add more lights.

07:43

9

07:43

10

right.

07:43

11

road or we don't make it.

07:43

12

and they closed the streets.

07:43

13

streets.

07:43

14

to The Pearl, and they don't have a room to get in and

07:43

15

they don't have a room to park.

07:43

16

07:43

17

to come.

07:43

18

about making more and more greener space, beautiful

07:43

19

space where we can walk and be more healthy for our own

07:43

20

good and for the good of our kids.

07:43

21

MR. RICHARD CASIANO:

07:43

22

That was the last person that was signed up to

07:43

23

speak.

07:43

24

other comments that are needed?

07:43

25

And then the military don't want any more
We just got a letter -- I know y'all got a

We're supposed to have less lights and now

Now, about our houses going up in price, you're
They're going to go up in price.

We make that

The Pearl has been going up
They didn't open new

They closed the streets and people pack to go

So people wants to go to the area, they're going

Hoffman Reporting & Video Service

So it's not about making more roads.

It's

Thank you.

Thank you.

Would you like to close the meeting or make any

Okay.

Well, then, that would conclude the
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1
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meeting tonight.

Thank you.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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