






City Council Term and Compensation Comparison 

*Uniform Terms: defined as Mayor and all City Council members elected every two years 
** Staggered Terms: defined as even and odd numbered districts, with alternating elections every two years 
Each City listed operates under a council-manager form of government  
Source: www.pewtrusts.org; various city charters 
Prepared by Office of the City Manager, December 12, 2014 
 

 

CITY 
ELECTED OFFICIAL 

SALARY 
TERM LIMIT 

COUNCIL 

SIZE 
SINGLE MEMBER OR AT 

LARGE DISTRICTS 
MAYORAL VACANCY APPROACH 

FULL TIME OR 

PART TIME 

COUNCIL 

Fort 
Worth, 

TX 

Mayor - $29,000   
Council - $25,000 

No Term limits                       
(2 Year Terms) 

Uniform Terms* 

9 

 

Single Member council 
with mayor at large 

Special Election, unless less than 90 
days prior to general election      

(council appointment) 
Full Time 

Austin, 
TX 

Mayor - $81,344   
Council - $69,885 

2 Terms 
(4 Year Terms) 

Staggered Terms** 
11 

Single Member council 
with mayor at large 

Special Election, unless less than 90 
days prior general election 

Full Time 

San Jose, 
CA 

Mayor - $114,000 
Council - $89,000 

2 Terms 
(4 Year Terms) 

Staggered Terms 
11 

Single Member council 
with mayor at large 

City Council Choice of appointment or 
election 

Full Time 

Phoenix, 
AZ 

Mayor - $88,000   
Council - $61,610 

2 Terms as Mayor 
3 Council Terms                    
(4 Year Terms) 

Staggered Terms 

9 
Single Member council 

with mayor at large 

Special Election, unless less than 365 
but not less than 90 days prior to 

mayoral election  
Full Time 

El Paso, 
TX 

Mayor - $42,000   
Council - $30,450 

10 Years Total 
(4 Year Terms) 
Uniform Terms 

9 
Single Member council 

with mayor at large 
Special Election Part Time 

Dallas, 
TX 

Mayor - $60,000   
Council - $37,500 

4 Terms 
(2 Year Terms) 
Uniform Terms 

15 
Single Member council 

with mayor at large 
Special Election, unless less than 120 

days prior to general election 
Full Time 

Tacoma, 
WA 

$42,410 with 
2.75% annual 

increase 

10 consecutive years 
(4 Year Terms) 

Staggered Terms 
9 

5 Single Member; 3 at 
large; Mayor at large 

Special Election, if vacancy is during 
year 1 or 2 of term, Appointment if 

vacancy in year 3 or 4 of term 
Part Time 

San 
Antonio, 

TX 

Mayor - $4,040     
Council - $1,040 

4 Terms 
(2 Year Terms) 
Uniform Terms 

11 
Single Member council 

with mayor at large 
City Council Appointment Part Time 
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