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MESSAGE FROM
COUNCILWOMAN TAYLOR

Dear Neighbor,

This newsletter issue highlights progress that has been made in the dis-
trict by providing information on topics such as
the San Antonio Housing Authority (SAHA) win-
ning of $29.7 million through the HUD Choice |
Implementation Grant for development of the &
Wheatley Courts area, the announcement of a new
Eastside Financial Empowerment Center that is
geared towards assisting residents out of poverty,
an update on the third annual report back meeting,
and a listing of complete, ongoing and future pro-
jects that are occurring in the district.
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Thank you for your continued support and I look
forward to working with you to continue progress in District 2.
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Rittiman Road Bridge Project Update

The Rittiman Road Bridge Project will restart soon. Early in February BID
offers were evaluated for a contractor selection. Capital Improvements Man-
agement Services (CIMS) anticipates that construction will begin mid-to-late
March. CIMS is also working with the Department of Parks and Recreation
in an effort to maintain vegetation at John James Park. The $5.1 million pro-
ject will expand and raise the bridge, improve traffic and drainage issues in
the area. The Rittiman Road Bridge project is anticipated to be finished by
November 2013. For more information, please call 207-0970.
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Norma Silva-Cantu: 215-5015
Council Action Team Officer

Torrie Bethany: 207-2122
Communications and Outreach

Gary Wade: 207-2122
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Last year, the San Antonio Housing
Authority (SAHA) was awarded the
$29.7 million United States Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
Choice Neighborhood Grant in an
effort to revitalize the Wheatley
Courts area of East San Antonio. The
$29.7 million HUD Choice Neighbor-
hoods Grant is focused on transform-
ing distressed neighborhoods and
publicly assisted projects into viable
and sustainable mixed-income neigh-
borhoods by providing housing im-
provements with adequate services to
schools, public assets, transportation
and access to jobs. The Choice
Neighborhoods Initiative is one of the
signature programs of the White
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Student Aid Saturdays Help
Students with Higher

Educational Pursuits

Student Aid Saturdays San Antonio ———
(SASSA) offers incoming freshmen STUDENT Am ;""-;fl g
and continuing students FREE one- B- /=3

on-one help completing their college gy

financial aid applications. Students ~

can receive free help every Saturday until April 27th at vari-
ous locations throughout San Antonio. Trained college finan-
cial aid experts will help students file both the FAFSA and
TASFA. Volunteers will be available to answer questions and
provide scholarship information. All help is offered to stu-
dents in both English and Spanish. For more information and
a complete schedule of events, please call Café College at 210

-207-4528 or visit www.studentaidsa.org.
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House Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative which
supports innovative and inclusive strategies that bring
public and private matters together to help break the
cycle of intergenerational poverty. The Choice
Neighborhoods Initiative encourages collaboration
between HUD and the Department of Education, Jus-
tice, Treasury, Health and Human Services to support
local solutions for sustainable, mixed-income neigh-
borhoods with the affordable housing, safe streets and
good schools for all families. The nearly $30 million

' Choice Neighborhoods Implementation Grant will

assist SAHA with developing the Wheatley Choice
Transformation Plan.

In 2011, SAHA was awarded a $250,000 Choice

- Neighborhoods Planning Grant in an effort to develop

a transformation plan for the Wheatley Courts and
surrounding area. During the time, SAHA held nu-
merous community planning sessions where neigh-
borhood residents, local businesses, public agencies,
stakeholders and community leaders voiced their vi-
sion of the Wheatley Courts arca. SAHA submitted
the resulting Transformation Plan to HUD in April
2012 along with the Implementation Grant applica-
tion.

The Wheatley Choice Transformation Plan targets
housing, people and neighborhoods. The housing
component will turn the Wheatley Courts into a 305-
unit, high quality mixed income community that will
build off of SAHA’s 194 unit of Sutton Oaks Phase I
and add an additional 286 mixed-income units in Sut-
ton Oaks II and IIT while saving a key piece of land
for commercial/retail development. The neighbor-
hood component will redevelop Wheatley Courts into
a pedestrian friendly neighborhood that provides a
wide range of amenities including increased park
space, community gardens and multi-modal transit
hub to institutions and employment centers. The peo-
ple component of the plan will provide residents with
job training and placement programs, improved pub-
lic safety and educational opportunities for residents.



ELLA AUSTIN

WELCOMES

COMMUNITY
RESOURCE ROOM

Executive Director of the Ella Austin Community Center,
Tony Hargrove and Comerica's Texas Market President J.
Patrick Faubion unveils community resource center.

Ella Austin Community Center an-
nounced the grand opening of the
first San Antonio Comerica Commu-
nity Resource Center. The communi-
ty resource center provides residents
with new computers, Wi-Fi access,
furniture, financial education books
and materials that range from saving
and budgeting to retirement planning
and fraud. This summer, the center
will offer residents a series of finan-
cial literacy workshops. The work-
shops are free and open to the public

Councilwoman Taylor along with Mr. Tony Hargrove of

Ella Austin, and Comerica's Texas Market President J.

Patrick Faubion hold check of $35,000 grant during the
grand opening of the Community Resource Center.

and will cover a variety of topics for
children, adults and seniors including
the basics of budgeting, elder care
abuse scams and retirement planning.
All classes will be offered in English
and Spanish. For more information,
please call 210-224-2351.

Interior photo of the Living Room area inside of the
Red Berry Mansion. The estate also holds a library
and downstairs casino.

DISTRICT 2 WELCOMES
FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT
CENTER

Earlier this year, San Antonio received a $3.3 million grant through the

Bloomberg Philanthropies and Living |
Cities for Financial Empowerment |
(CFE) Fund. The fund enables cities to §
provide residents extensive technical S
assistance in an effort to refine new ap-
proaches to alleviating poverty.
Through the grant, the City of San An-
tonio will establish two financial em-
powerment centers on the San Anto-
nio’s East and West side. The East Side
Financial Empowerment Center will be
housed in the Claude Black Community Center located at 2805 E. Commerce.
The center will assist residents with counseling services regardless of their in-
come. Residents will learn how to stabilize their finances, rebuild credit, re-
duce debt, learn techniques on how to build new savings and referrals to com-
munity resources that are available to assist them. The financial community
centers will open this month. For more information, please call 210-207-5233.

{1t

Residents will be able to talk to certified financial
consultants at the new financial empowerment center
that will be housed in the Claude Black Center.



In the next several months, Towa
Street will undergo corridor im-
provements. Councilwoman Taylor
in partnership with the City of San
Antonio Department of Planning
and Community Development
have partnered together for the
“Nine Block Renaissance.” The re-
investment plan will include infra-
structure improvements, home im-
provement repairs, a new bus shel-

ter, bus stops, and park improve- iy i T e g
ments. The “Nine Block Renais- : ' -
sance” is a component of the City’s
strategic plan for community devel-
opment. The strategic reinvestment
initiative is intended to provide
comprehensive services within a
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targeted neighborhood, district or corridor
within the City of San Antonio. It is an inter
-departmental collaborative that seeks to
transform distressed areas within the City of
San Antonio into ones of opportunity.
Amongst the many benefits, reinvestment
strategies are designed to sustain and in-
~ e crease owner-occupancy, strengthen proper-
7 >l ) iy | R ty values and improve the physical appear-
. ance and quality of life of neighborhoods
and neighborhood commercial corridors.
The revitalization effort is divided into three
phases. Phase I is infrastructure improve-
ments, Phase II is housing improvements,
and Phase III is other opportunities. Phase I
St Cresotiion & | s scheduled to be completed August 2013.
Philip's College pose fora | FOr ore information about the project or
picture during the lowa Street— the community developments reinvestment
Corridor Open House. strategy, please call 210-207-2797.

NOWCAST SA Wants to Hear Community Members Stories’
of East San Antonio

STAY GROW GRADUATE STAY




NOBLEWOOD DRIVE
EXPANSION OPENS

Councilwoman Taylor and residents cut the ceremonial
ribbon in completion of the Noblewood Drive Expansion.

Councilwoman Taylor, City of San
Antonio staff and community mem-
bers cut a ceremonial ribbon to mark
the completion of the Noblewood
Drive expansion. The Noblewood
Drive Expansion project consisted of
the reconstruction and widening of
Noblewood Drive from E. Houston
Street to Tamarak; and the extension
of Noblewood Drive from Tamarak
to the Wheatley Heights Sports Com-
plex. The $1.3 million project in-
volved right-of-acquisition, utility

Cherry Hill Residents and member from the
Bethany Church Choir celebrate with fellowship
of the Noblewood Drive entrance.

adjustments, landscaping and con-
struction of new curbs, sidewalks and
driveways. Noblewood Drive is the
main entrance to the Wheatley
Heights Sports Complex and the
Cherry Hill Neighborhood. Residents
enjoyed music from Bethany First
Baptist Church Choir.

L-R: Ms. Loudres, Mr. Garcia, Councilwoman Taylor
and Ms. Garcia pose for the camera during the report
back meeting.

nts take time out o

come hear about




Development Projects 2l

UNIVERSITY OF INCARNATE WORD
HEALTH AND EYE CLINIC

The 30,000 square foot facili-

ty will serve the vision care

needs of residents on the

Eastside and surrounding are-
“as regardless of their ability
to pay. The total cost for the
~ facility is $1 Imillion.

SALADO CREEK HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL

M > The trail opened March 2012
% and includes a trail along the
Aep Salado Creek from Coman-
¥ % che Park to Willow Springs
 Golf Course and to Jack
White Park.

: i ‘Three historic buildings will
The 65 acre sports complex 1s Be tehnbished tor commer-
home to four softball/baseball B _ &’ cial use in Ellis Alley. The
fields, one football field, one _— : project is a partnership with
football practice field, eight - VIA. District 2 and the San
soccer fields and three mile | Antonio Conservation Soci-

cross country tracks along the Jety. The total cost of the
Salado Creek trail. project is $750,00.

SUTTON pAKS PHASE #1 GOOD SAMARITAN HOSPITAL

" The facility includes 194 one-
— to-four bedroom apartment
| homes and a club house. The

The historic hospital will be-
come a veterans training and
education center. The project
®EW is in partnership with District

g8l 2 and St. Philip’s College.
B The total cost of the project is
$4.3 million.

| facility contains 49 public
| housing units and 137 afford-
able (tax credit) units and is
100% leased.

The over 24,000 square foot
S station accommodates both
Fire and EMS shift com-
manders with officers, sleep-
S ing quarters and vehicle bays.
.~ ™ The bays house medic unit

-"’*} The VIA project will consist
# of expanding use of the cen-
ter, and provide electric re-
B charge stations for buses.
= ammmmll VIA has allocated $10 mil-
a0y lion towards the center.

The ten vacant lots will pro-
vide housing for seniors in
the near future. The total cost
# for the project is $120,000.

The 8,000 square foot center

prov1des noon meals and

hosts wellness, education and

- comprehensive assistance ser-

vices to seniors 60 years of
age and older.

* For complete listing of completed, ongoing and future projects for District 2, please call 207-2122*



Development Projects -

NEW DISTRICT 2 LIBRARY

PP The new branch library
was approved by voters of
the 2012-2017 BOND. The
library will provide resi-
dents with comprehensive
e services. $6 million has
=~ | been allocated for the pro-
= ject.

CARVER LIBRARY

|
| L + The Carver Library facili-

{3 is being improved

through $333,000 of work
to eliminate drainage is-
sues, expand the parking
lot, and create a children’s
playscape.

THE PARK AT SUTTON OAKS

The new housing develop-
sment will be the first multi-
family =~ community  to
achieve Build San Antonio
Green (BSAG) Level 1I Cer-
tification.

# cate to District 2 and pro-
vide educational programs
~ to youth. The $3 million
B project was approved by
‘ in the 2012-2017
=BOND.

school playgrounds of Cam-
elot Elementary by turning
them into fitness parks the
community can enjoy. The
park will be the second of
its kind in San Antonio.

Future Proje

e

AUSTIN STREET LOFTS

., The project will develop
apartment buildings on Aus-
tin Street and include mid-
price dining in a rehabilitated
building.

IDEA-CARVER SCHOOL EXPANSION

The IDEA-Carver Academy
will build a secondary school
in an effort to expand the
campus facility.

MERCHANT'’S ICE BUILDING

One future plan concept for
the vacant building is to rede-
velop the ice building for
mixed-use development in-
cluding housing.

ALAMO BREWERY

The Alamo Brewery will cre-
il ate a production facility and
restaurant in District 2. The
project will create 40 new

CHERRY MODERN TOWNHOMES

== The project will consist of
1~ taking a large vacant lot on
= Cherry street and turning it
' into modern townhouses.
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH DISTRICT 2! FIND US ON:

Find us mnm
(1 Tube)

OR VISIT THE DISTRICT 2 WEBSITE AT:
http://www.ci.sat.tx.us/council/d2/

Find us on |
facebook

CALL ANYTIME FOR RECORDED COMMUNITY UPDATES AT

207-0947

REACH US VIA EMAIL AT: DISTRICT2@SANANTONIO.GOV

UPCOMING

_EVENTS

March 2013 May 2013 24 hr. City Hotline.........311 or 207-6000
Utility/Rental assistance.........207-7830

317 HAPPY ST. PATRICKS DAY 514 2ND ANNUAL EARLY CHILDHOOD Hougng Rehabit ot o ol orss 207-0147
3/22 AN EVENING WITH TERRI TRAINING AND RESOURCE FAIR AT Bexar Utility Assistance........... 335-6770
HENDRIX AT THE LITTLE CARVER ST. PHILIPS COLLEGE Fair Housing ... o, 207-5910

Senior Services.................... 207-7172

3/28 SPRING BBQ AT THE DISTRICT 2 5/18 HAMBURGER FESTIVAL AT 1600

Childcare Services................. 206-5200

EASTSIDE OFFICE BLOCK OF E. COMMERCE Youth Services..................... 207-8198

3/31  HAPPY EASTER! Health Department................207-8780

June 2013 SAPD (East) Substation........... 207-7781

613  ART IN THE DARK AT WITTE SQFP ‘;Eﬂf)“f;fh) (S];‘bstaﬁ‘m- -----‘--387'851?-6

i ice (East)...............207-7566

April 2013 MUSEUM SAFFE Office (North).............207-8350

412 KENNY BARRON PERFORMS AT 6/26  OPEN DOOR WALK-INS AT DISTRICT SAPBROL ity a2

CARVER CULTURAL CENTER 2 NORTHEAST OFFICE Homeless Services.................. 207-7823

413  DISTRICT 2TOWN HALL MEETING  6/27  OPEN DOOR WALK-INS AT DISTRICT ~ Animal Care Services............. 207-4738

i 4“8 F|ESTA BEGINS 2 EASTSIDE 0FF|CE Grafﬁt] ............................... 207-6460

| CESEnergy. ..o 353-2222
| 4/20  FIESTA SAN JACINTO

Julv 2013 SAWS......... wibars MR s 704-7297

CELEBRATION AT THE ALAMO e VIA Metro Transit................. 362-2020

4/24  FIESTA BBQ AT THE DISTRICT 2 7/4  HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY! Literacy GED/ESL Classes.......207-7227

NORTHEAST OFFICE 7141 ART CRAWL GALLERY TOURS FOR Traffic Sign Signal Request......207-7765

CAREGIVERS AND BABIES AT SAN
ANTONIO MUSEUM OF ART

Tnited Way o0 e 211
Animal Resource Center.......351-SPAY



