
Historic Home Specialist: Unique San Antonio  
Course #34426 

“Wood Windows 101” 

Instructed by Katie Totman, License#4845 
Provider: 0008 - REALTOR Academy 



Historic House Specialist 
Designation 

 Historic Home Specialist: Resources and City 
Processes, Course #34425 

 Historic Home Specialist: Unique San Antonio, 
Course #34426 

 Historic Home Specialist: Preservation in 
Action, Course #34424 



Course Objectives 

 Learn why original windows and other 
materials are important, and why OHP cares. 
 

 Understand how the approval process is 
achieved through OHP (obtaining a COA). 
 

 Know the parts of a window. 
 
 
 



Why Wood Windows? 

• …greatly contribute to a property in terms of character and craftsmanship. 
 

• …were custom made for the building in which they are installed.  
 

• …are designed to be repaired and maintained for years to come! 
 

• …were/are necessary (still) as a functioning component to the building by 
providing light and ventilation.  
 

• …create preservation and trades related jobs. By hiring an artisan to repair 
those beautiful windows you are creating a job for someone and adding value 
to your historic home.   
 
 
 
 

Original wood windows (and original material in general)… 











Design Review Process 



New On-line Application Portal 

https://www.sanantonio.gov/historic/HDRC/ApplicationsPortal


Anatomy of a Sash Window 



Assessing Your Windows 
Each window should be assessed for its individual performance.  
 
Consider the following questions:  
 
• Is the window operable?  
• Are the any noticeable gaps in between meeting rails, sills or 

stops?  
• Do the joints between the rails and stiles seem soft or spongy?  
• Is the glazing loose or missing?  
• Is the paint cracked, peeling or faded?  
• Is there trapped or infiltrating moisture?  
• Are there any rotted or broken components?  
• Is hardware intact and functioning?  



Repair the Damages 



Wood Fillers 
(Not Bondo) 



Physics! 
Heat gain/loss through windows occurs in three different ways:  
 
• Air infiltration aka drafty old windows. 

 
• Heat transfer (conduction) – warm air passing through the window frame 

and panes.  
 

• Solar gain (radiation) – rays of sunshine coming in contact with the window 
frame and panes. 



Cost Effective Ways to Retrofit 
Wood Windows 

• Weather-stripping 
• Exterior/interior storm windows and screens 
• Interior shutters 
• Adding a stop gap 
• Solar films 
• Insulating other parts of the house 
• Exterior screens 
• Repair any damaged parts 

 



Weatherstripping 



Screens and Storm Windows 



Interior Shutters & Curtains 



Stop Gap 



Add Solar Film 



Insulate Other Areas of Your 
Home 



RESOURCES! 



RESOURCES! 

 www.SARehabberClub.com 
 www.sanantonio.gov/historic/Resources/Windows 
 Pinterest Design Resource Center  
 Realtor Tips Blogs sapreservationstories.wordpress.com/ 
 Sign up for notifications on our events at 

www.SApreservation.com 
 

http://www.sarehabberclub.com/
http://www.sanantonio.gov/historic/Resources/Windows
https://www.pinterest.com/sapreservation/
http://www.sapreservationstories.wordpress.com/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001JE9EC3X285EKzJIB8XX7RNk6YCtoX0yupXfPjIRIZCF3w7OeC9o9JjP6YdPFYz1dpVgfgc9NnjPmMrgZqhv9UBPhpK4A-zOXvrBd9Vsu8zW4tas14qS5TAfdQ60VeShBHISswG-CUl2eWVyHikxwJ-t1-GbZxL7PmaZqV-pu9xYtEttniUsOojEglTuFPEh6
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001JE9EC3X285EKzJIB8XX7RNk6YCtoX0yupXfPjIRIZCF3w7OeC9o9JjP6YdPFYz1dpVgfgc9NnjPmMrgZqhv9UBPhpK4A-zOXvrBd9Vsu8zW4tas14qS5TAfdQ60VeShBHISswG-CUl2eWVyHikxwJ-t1-GbZxL7PmaZqV-pu9xYtEttniUsOojEglTuFPEh6
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