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Today we’ll cover...

Research tools available online and what kind of 
information you’ll find there.

How OHP uses these tools to build narratives about 
properties in San Antonio and how ScoutSA can help
you learn about your home.



SAPL Genealogy Desk
genealogydesk@sanantonio.gov
Texana and Genealogy Room at the Central Library

While there’s onsite access to some of the tools we discuss 
today if you visit the Texana Room, some tools are also 
available through SAPL online.

Get a library card!
- Apply online at mysapl.org for immediate access to 

online databases.



Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

Available online through SAPL:
1885 1904
1888 1911-24
1892 1911-51
1896 1911-52 (updated set)

Color maps from 1931, 1934, and 1938 are available by 
request from the SAPL Genealogy Desk.

UT PCL also has color maps available online for all years 
listed above 1877-1912, with some coverage in the 1920s.

Consult Sanborn maps first to see whether your house 
number or street name changed over time!



How to get started:
• Edition (year)
• Volume
• Key
• Index



1912 1951



1912 1951



1912 black and white 1912 color



241 E French Place



City Directories 

1877 through 1960 available online through SAPL under 
HeritageQuest (Databases > H > HeritageQuest).

Not all years have a directory, and many volumes cover 
two years, eg 1910-11.

The Texana Room has hard copies of directories available 
for onsite use.



Browse Individual Records vs Keyword Search



Browse Individual Records vs Keyword Search



Browse Individual Records vs Keyword Search



Browse Individual Records vs Keyword Search



Browse by Street vs Name: 1622 W Huisache
Individual Landmark, Beacon Hill



Other Information in City Directories

Ninth St, 1909 City Directory

h = homeowner

# = residents at this address

r = renter

rear = accessory dwelling

c = Black resident

Vacant (self-explanatory)



Other Information in City Directories

Searching by last name may provide 
information about the resident’s 
employer, which can sometimes help 
build a case for eligibility.

Not shown in our examples:
- wid [man’s name] = the woman 

listed is a widow; will occasionally 
include the date of husband’s 
death

- Names of adult children living at 
the same address

- Under Constr (build date!)
- No response (structure is there, 

but no reported resident)



Newspaper Research

OHP uses NewspaperArchive.com (subscription service)
- Available onsite at any SAPL computer

Newspaper Source Plus available through SAPL online (Databases > 
N > Newspaper Source Plus)

Express-News online is more helpful for recent history, but worth 
searching!

Portal to Texas History has the Express-News and Register archives.

Institute for Texan Cultures has the San Antonio Light photo 
collection.



247 E Summit Ave
Monte Vista LHD
San Antonio Express, 
17 March 1940, p. 10C.



247 E Summit Ave
Monte Vista LHD
San Antonio Express, 
17 March 1940, p. 10C.



843 Rigsby Ave
Individual Landmark
Highland Park
San Antonio Light, 
4 June 1922, p. 3-D.



843 Rigsby Ave
Individual Landmark
Highland Park
San Antonio Light, 
4 June 1922, p. 3-D.



Greenlawn Estates
Local Historic District

Three-quarters page ad in the
San Antonio Light,
2 October 1927, p. 53.



Greenlawn Estates
Local Historic District

San Antonio Light,
2 October 1927, p. 53.



215 Lowell
Individual Landmark
Roosevelt Park

Top: San Antonio Daily Light, 
24 February 1903, p. 7.

Middle: San Antonio Daily Light,
13 January 1907, p. 9.

Bottom: San Antonio Light, 
31 January 1908, p. 9.



215 Lowell
Individual Landmark
Roosevelt Park

San Antonio Light, 
3 February 1908, p. 2.



Findagrave.com



Findagrave.com



Findagrave.com



Historic Maps

1873, 1886, 
and 1891 
Birdseye Maps of 
San Antonio



Historic Maps

1909 map of San 
Antonio streets 
available numerous 
places online by 
searching “1909 San 
Antonio street map”



COSA Maps

One Stop Map
- Zoning information, both base and overlays
- Neighborhood association
- City Council District

NEW! OHP Explorer Map
- Quickly search for recent COAs that can help establish 

dates of modifications and additions

Follow OHP on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter @sapreservation to be notified 
when the Explorer Map is up and running!



Historic Aerial Photography

Available for free at HistoricAerials.com:
1955 2004
1963 2008
1966 2010
1973 2012
1986 2014
1995 2016

Helpful for determining dates of modifications to structures 
as well as changes to neighborhood context not covered by 
Sanborn maps (which end in 1952).







Deed and Plat Research (for the real detectives!)

Bexar County Clerk: bexar.tx.publicsearch.us
- Search for deeds or plats by name, address, legal 

description, and more

You might find:
- Names of first/early owners and subsequent owners
- Who built the property (very occasionally, architect)
- Who platted or replatted the neighborhood

Searching the address at BCAD.org is a good place to start. 



Google it!

- Articles from other cities, states, and countries
- Family-specific genealogy websites 
- Portal to Texas History
- Institute of Texan Cultures
- Other search results that create leads you can confirm 

using the other tools we discussed



Managing Expectations

These tools can’t always help us determine
- an exact year of construction
- the architect/builder 
- for whom the house was built
- the home’s first resident

Factors that impact availability of information:
- When was the home built?
- Was it within city limits at the time it was built?
- Who was the home built for?
- Was there a prominent architect or builder of record?



How We Use These Tools

ScoutSA uses these tools to
- Build cases for designation
- Research homes for which demolition is requested
- Complete historic assessments and requests for review 

of contributing status

They help us determine which, if any, of the 16 criteria a 
property meets under UDC Sec. 35-607(b), the city code used 
to determine eligibility for individual landmark and local 
historic district designation.



Designation Criteria Buckets: UDC Sec. 35-607(b)

- Affiliation with a prominent person
- Affiliation with a prominent event
- Architectural style and construction methods
- Relationship to other properties nearby
- Cultural significance
- Archaeological significance

These criteria are based on the Secretary of the Interior’s 
criteria for National Register listing, but are written through 
the lens of San Antonio history.



Supporting Design Review

Our research also helps build our office’s knowledge of 
neighborhood histories and lays the groundwork for our 
design review team to review requested scopes of work on 
individual landmarks and in local historic districts.

For example, it can help them assess the impact of requested 
modifications to the original footprint and materials vs later 
additions or material changes.



How ScoutSA can help

- Designation case management (free!)
- Records request (free!) 
- Historic assessment ($350)



Links to Resources

Sanborn Maps:
SAPL / ProQuest
UT PCL

City Directories:
SAPL / Heritage Quest

Historic Maps:
Birds Eye Views
1909
c. 1930
Historic Aerials

Newspapers:
Newspaper Archive
Newspaper Source Plus
Express-News
Portal to Texas History
Institute for Texan 
Cultures

Deed Records:
Bexar County Clerk

Cemetery Research:
Find A Grave

https://libapps.mysapl.org/utils/locate.aspx?id=129
http://legacy.lib.utexas.edu/maps/sanborn/s.html
https://ez.mysapl.org/login?url=https://ancestrylibrary.proquest.com
http://www.birdseyeviews.org/zoom.php?city=San%20Antonio&year=1873&extra_info
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/storage/texas_media/imgs/map06253.jpg
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/apps/arc/maps/storage/texas_media/imgs/map01052a.jpg
http://www.historicaerials.com
http://www.newspaperarchive.com
https://ez.mysapl.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=n5h
https://www.expressnews.com/archive/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/
https://digital.utsa.edu/
https://bexar.tx.publicsearch.us/
http://www.findagrave.com


Questions?

Dr. jenny hay
ScoutSA Program Manager
jenny@sapreservation.com

Jessica Anderson, MSHP
Historic Preservation Specialist
jessica@sapreservation.com

(210) 207-7984


