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Let’s talk about: 



What is a cultural resource? 
Why are they important? 
How do we protect them? 
How do we leverage them for a better tomorrow? 



Why Preserve? 
The purpose of OHP is to safeguard the cultural, economic, and 

environmental sustainability that preserves San Antonio’s unique 
sense of place, economic competiveness, and authenticity.  



About the 
Department 

• Since 2008 
 

• One of largest municipal programs 
in the country 
 

• Leader in Texas; 1/3 of all reviews 
 

• Offers a wide range of services in 
addition to design review 



Regulatory Tools 



Why is Design Review Important? 

• Public Hearings 
 

• Participation from 
neighborhood groups 
 

• Required notifications 
 

• Oversight ensures quality 
and compatibility 
 

• Gives the City the ability to 
enforce its values 
 



Who does Design Review? 

• OHP staff 
 

• Historic and Design Review 
Commission (HDRC) 
 

• You! 
 



What gets reviewed? 
• 30 Local Historic Districts (1 pending) 
 

• Over 1,600 Individual Local Landmarks 
 

• 7 River Improvement Overlay (RIO) Districts 
 

• Downtown Zoning 
 

• All public facilities / ROW 
 

• Viewshed Districts / MPOD 
 

• Properties determined eligible for designation 
 

• Projects receiving City incentives 
 



What is a cultural resource? 



What is a cultural resource? 



What is a cultural resource? 



What is a cultural resource? 



Natural and Man-made 
Landscapes too! 

• Designed Landscapes (landscape 
architecture, master planned) 
 

• Ethnographic Landscapes (natural 
monuments, landforms, waterways) 
 

• Historic Sites (battlefields, forts) 
 

• Vernacular Landscapes (shaped by use, 
plantations, homesteads, etc) 
 



History of Woodlawn Lake 



West End Lake, 1889-1918 



Woodlawn Lake, 1920s-1930s 



Woodlawn Lake, 1940s-1980s 



Woodlawn Lake, 1990s-present 



Understanding how we experience a 
cultural resource informs how we 
preserve and treat that resource  







Sense of Place 
Space becomes place as it 

acquires definition and meaning 







Place Making 

• Design Quality 
 

• Cultural Connection 
 

• Built Heritage 
 

• Activation 
 

• Pedestrian Scale / Walkability 
 

• Human Connection 



Friendly Reminder: Historic 
preservation isn’t just about 

buildings! 


