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Kelly Sowards Opot
CSH Staff Member Biography


Kelly Sowards Opot has varied and continually progressive experience in housing, homelessness and public services within public, nonprofit and philanthropic sectors. Currently the Acting Associate Director for the Texas Program at CSH, Ms. Opot is responsible for developing and implementing innovative approaches to policy and to expanding supportive housing’s reach to vulnerable and high costs populations in Texas. Kelly supports CSH Texas staff providing momentum to the long term systems change in housing and service delivery for vulnerable people. Her work includes building sustainable support for integrated care in supportive housing and increasing opportunities for investment in local developments in Houston. In addition to her work in Houston, Kelly works across the State of Texas to improve and build systems oriented around housing as a platform to improve lives for vulnerable people and increase access to care. Prior to her role as Acting Associate Director, Kelly was a Program Manager with the Texas team providing support to supportive housing development, philanthropic investment and improving access to rapid re-housing as part of the overall systems redesign in Houston. Before joining CSH, Ms. Opot was the Development Manager for Harris County Community Services Department, where she managed the annual request for proposals process that distributes over $15 million to local governments and nonprofits annually. In addition to her work at the County, Ms. Opot worked for a philanthropic consulting firm providing program evaluation services and served on the board of a philanthropic foundation that supported service providers to end homelessness and hunger in Minnesota. Kelly is a Certified Community Development Finance Professional, holds a Bachelor of Arts in American Studies from the University of Texas at Austin and a Master of Public Policy in Social Policy from the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota.
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