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point. All letters are subject to editing for length and clarity.
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You call this music?
As a lover of music, I had to

turn off the Lady Gaga perfor-
mance during the Super Bowl.
This was an affront to our audi-
tory senses. Basically, it was
atonal and cacophonous, in-
tended primarily for the seden-
tary mind.

John Kiser

Personal choices
Re: “Man freed by Obama

arrested in new drug, case,”
front page, Saturday:

Ronald Schmidt, the attorney
for Robert Gill, states, “If allega-
tions against Bobby Gill are
true, this is clear proof that
extreme prison sentences and
mandatory minimums under
the federal sentencing guide-
lines don’t work.”

I challenge this assertion. Gill
was convicted of drug traffick-
ing. As far as we know, he was
not drug trafficking in prison.
The general population was free
of his death-causing drug deal-
ing while he was behind bars.
His choice to deal drugs after
receiving a commutation is
insane, a choice that had noth-
ing to do with his sentencing.
The general populace benefited
from his incarceration. His
personal choices are the story,
not the merit of sentencing
guidelines.

Sandra St. Claire

Promoting racism
Donald Trump has been

president for only a short while,
and he has created more havoc
and hatred than it takes leaders
of some “barbarian” countries
years to create. 

An executive order bans
people from entering the U.S.
from several Mideast countries
but exempts some countries that
have produced terrorists that
have hurt us. Is it coincidence
Trump may have business deals
with these countries? Fifteen of
the terrorists on the 9/11 attack
were from Saudi Arabia, yet this
country was exempted? 

Not only is his ban unconsti-
tutional, it is also un-Christian.
People who agree with his ban
are not practicing Christianity.
They are not trusting Jesus to
protect them. God did not give
us the spirit of fear. Christians
don’t insist that everyone prac-
tice Christianity; we model Je-

sus’ love to win non-Christians
over to him. Quit using Chris-
tianity to promote racism and
hatred. Start trusting the one
you claim to believe.

Alice C. Chapel, Spring Branch

Alternative reality
Re: “U.S. consumers will pay

for tariffs in a trade war; If lev-
ies rise, their costs will be
passed along,” front page, Jan.
29:

So now the U.S. government
is going to pay to build a wall on
the Texas border and Mexico
will pay it back through an
import tax? 

Where did President Donald
Trump learn that bit of voodoo
economics? Did they not teach
him at Penn that tariffs raise
prices? Even I, a simple-minded
engineer, can do the math and
conclude that taxpayers will pay
for it twice!

Not only do we have alterna-
tive facts, we also have alterna-
tive economics and mathemat-
ics. I’m not holding my breath
waiting for President Trump to
get a Nobel Prize for anything.

Tom O’Brien

The lady weeps
Senate Minority Leader

Chuck Schumer of New York
recently said, in response to
President Donald Trump’s exec-
utive order on immigration, that
the Statue of Liberty had tears
running down her cheeks. 

I submit to Sen. Schumer that
the Statue of Liberty was crying
profusely on 9/11.

Al Pohovich

Past and future
Just 156 years ago, the white

supremacists of the South start-
ed the Civil War. Its legal cause
was secession of the Southern
states. However, the underlying
reason was the enslavement of
“Negroes,” who in far too many
cases, were treated harshly.
Military casualties of this war
were 620,000 men — some price
for the desires of white suprem-
acists. Total casualties of all
other U.S. wars, from the Revo-
lutionary War to present-day
wars, is close to 660,000 men
and women. 

We have white supremacists
in the government today. When
it comes to future wars, we do
not know what the consequenc-

es of this attitude will be
throughout the world. 

What we do know, if Presi-
dent Donald Trump and the
Republican-led Congress con-
tinue plans to cut the Affordable
Care Act, Medicare, Medicaid
and Social Security, the loss of
620,000 lives of the Civil War
will be small compared to the
loss of Americans who lack
health care and proper living
quarters, and suffer hunger and
just from pure poverty. God
help us.

Colin J. N. Chauret

Not easy being green
Re: “Environmental legacy of

Obama protects us all,” Other
Views, Jan. 26:

This column about Barack
Obama’s environmental record
was great. However, the author
didn’t mention that President
Donald Trump intends to do
away with most of Obama’s
accomplishments. A sad day for
the planet!

Gay Z. Wright

Civil ‘deplorables’
Has anybody noticed the

difference between the pro-
abortion march in Washington,
D.C., and the pro-life march on
Jan. 27? During the latter event,
there weren’t any “celebrities”
wearing expensive jewelry and
shouting vulgarities in the mic
within earshot of children. And
there weren’t any rioters de-
stroying property. I guess the
thousands in the latter march
must have been from Hillary’s
“basket of deplorables.”

Frank Sawyer, Seguin

Fireworks sale
Re: “Fireworks plan dud,”

Your Turn, Jan. 12:
I agree with the letter writer.

Please do not extend the sale
period for fireworks. As a pet
owner and senior citizen, I can-
not emphasize enough the harm
fireworks do, particularly to
veterans with PTSD.

Even though I live within the
city limits, I must deal with
neighbors who set off fireworks.
They should be more consider-
ate of their neighbors and the
welfare of senior citizens, pet
owners and veterans. 

Hopefully, legislators will
consider our concerns. 

Patricia Nicholson, Leon Valley

YOUR TURN

Lady Gaga performs
during the halftime
show of Super Bowl LI
in Houston. A reader
says he could have
done without the singer
and her antics.
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The dysfunctional Southside Independent School
District is finally on the road to recovery. The elect-
ed school board recently voted 5-2 not to continue
its fight against the Texas Education Agency’s take-
over plans.

It was a decision in the best interest of the school-
children in this property-poor, rural school district
in South Bexar County.

The split vote came as the board was informed it
had lost its bid to have Education Commissioner
Mike Morath reconsider his December decision to
have the state education agency take over the dis-
trict. In December, the board voted to sue the TEA if
Morath didn’t change his mind about plans to lower
the district’s accreditation status and appoint a con-
servator, a superintendent and a board of managers.

Southside ISD has been in need of outside inter-
vention for years. Fighting this issue in court would
have only delayed the inevitable and incurred hefty
legal fees. The district was given an opportunity to
change course two years ago when a new slate of
board members was elected that resulted in shifting
of the board’s majority. That optimism quickly fad-
ed. The faces around the table were different, but
the governance problems persisted. 

The district’s accreditation status was lowered to
“warned” and will remain there until some of the
problems are resolved. The next few weeks should
set a healthier course for the beleaguered district.

The TEA has appointed Velia Minjarez as the dis-
trict’s conservator. She will be introduced at today’s
board meeting. That will be followed by the appoint-
ment of a board of managers. Those appointees do
not have to reside in the district, but at least three of
those named will come from the Southside commu-
nity, Morath said. 

This should also effectively put an end to the cur-
rent board’s plans to put a $43 million to $90 million
bond issue on the May ballot. That an embattled
school board would consider a bond requiring a tax
hike while being threatened with takeover by the
state illustrates how out of touch it has been. The
district has some serious needs, but the board has
not proven to be a good steward of taxpayer money. 

Three seats on the board are up for election in
May. Candidates will be allowed to file for those
slots, but will not be allowed to serve on the board
for at least two years while the appointed board of
managers is in place as mandated by law.

We urge Daniel Espinoza, Loren Brewer and Nor-
berto Chavez, whose terms on the school board are
about to expire, not to seek re-election. 

The district needs to move on and be given the
opportunity to thrive under new leadership. 

Southside’s
future looks
brighter 

San Antonio’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
program has bragging rights for being the largest
group of Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
volunteers in the country, reports business writer
David Hendricks. San Antonio is lucky to have
them.

There were 345 preparers ready to start work
when the program launched and another 541 volun-
teers are finishing up their certification training.
The program has recruited a total of 1,148 volun-
teers and will continue to train them as the tax fil-
ing season progresses. 

The program operates with the support of the
Catholic Charities of the Archdioceses of San Anto-
nio, Inc., United Way of San Antonio and Bexar
County and the city of San Antonio. It helped pro-
cess 44,000 income tax returns last tax season. The
effort meant $60 million in refunds and credits
went directly to the taxpayers. 

This tax year some families may see a delay in
their tax refunds due to recently enacted tax laws
aimed at detecting and preventing tax fraud. The
IRS is now required to hold the refunds of taxpay-
ers claiming earned income tax credits and child
tax credits until Feb. 15. A substantial number of tax
filers in San Antonio will be affected by the new
rules. More than one-third of the money refunded
through VITA prepared filings in San Antonio
went to families who qualified for the tax relief.

This time of year we see a proliferation of season-
al pop-up tax preparation businesses offering their
services and enticing prospective customers with
high-fee anticipation loans on tax refunds. Con-
sumers should not fall prey. The price tag on the
services offered by VITA cannot be beat. 

The tax filing deadline this year is Tuesday, April
17, due to a federal holiday. Information on the loca-
tions for the free tax preparation services can be
obtained by dialing 211.

Keep refunds in
hands of earners


