City, partners open center to assist jobless youths

By Vincent T. Davis
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The city and several partners
areinvesting in out-of-schooland
unemployed youths between 16
and 24, openinganew re-engage-
ment center on the West Sideand
funding a program to provide ca-
reer guidance and training.

“These young people are on a
precipice,” said Carolyn Watson,
vice president of corporate re-
sponsibility for JPMorgan Chase.
“And the right support, at the
right time, could make all the dif-
ference for their futures.”

The company recently donat-
ed $150,000 to Goodwill to help
the population often called “op-
portunity youth.” The training
program is designed to reach
30,000 young people, or 12 per-

cent of the youths in San Anto-
nio.

Mayor Ron Nirenberg said dis-
connected youths in San Antonio
come from every walk of life, ev-
ery neighborhood and school
district in the city. He referenced
anational study that said that 4.6
million young people across the
nation are not in school or not
working.

“The future of any community
can be defined by the outcomes
of its youth,” he said. “They re-
flect the promise of a city, but all
too often they also reflect the
challenges that it faces.”

Last spring, members of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
gathered to discuss the problem
at the financial institution’s San
Antonio office. They met with
city leaders to talk about the is-

sue and about establishing a city
re-engagement center for oppor-
tunity youth.

The bank’s Alfreda B. Norman
said the labor force is getting old-
er and that engaging youths in
the economy is important to the
nation’s overall vitality.

The Frank Garrett Multi-Ser-
vice Center, 1226 N.W. 18th St.,
was reopened last week after a
six-monthrenovation. It now fea-
tures a young adult outreach ini-
tiative, among other programs,
and houses the NXT Level Youth
Opportunity Center, overseen by
the city’s Human Services De-
partment.

Communities in Schools and
Goodwill will work with the de-
partment to help eligible youths
getbackinschool or find employ-
ment.

According to the city’s web-
site, $760,000 was allocated in
fiscal year 2019 budget to pay for
the re-engagement center.

Andrew O. Moore from the Na-
tional League of Cities said the lo-
cal network of city departments,
nonprofits and educational insti-
tutions joins  cooperatives
around the nation including in
Boston, New York and Los Ange-
les.

He said San Antoniois the sec-
ond city to use city funds to sup-
port re-engagement work. Moore
said the idea for a re-engagement
center began several years ago
with Judge John Bull, who had
worked with his team on juvenile
justice reform.

“The re-engagement center
will do their part to get them
ready,” Bull said. “We need the

business community to meet us
halfway and give these kids a
chance.”

He introduceda video that fea-
tured a young man named Jesse,
who said what’s fueled him is
proving everybody wrong, to
show thathe could better himself
and not be a statistic.

“The city is stepping up,” Jesse
says in the video, “helping other
people to open doors that were
closed.”

City Manager Sheryl Sculley
said the program will seek to help
600 youths in its first year.

“Our ultimate goal is to train
theseyoungadults for hard-to-fill
jobs in our community,” she said,
“and togive them the .. skills that
our businesses need as well "
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