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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that facilitates economic development.

The City supports the continuation of state incentives to supplement local economic
development strategies to recruit and retain employers.

The City supports the creation of a state incentive program to develop nonstop air service to
unserved markets.

*The City supports the redevelopment of the G.J. Sutton Building and the Texas Facilities
Commission appropriations request for the renovation or reconstruction of the building to
support and not inhibit redevelopment efforts on San Antonio’s east side.

The City supports the current structure of the Major Events Trust Fund and Events Trust Fund
as tools for cities to attract and host major events and conventions, and the City opposes
legislation that would limit or eliminate the current flexibility of the programs.

The City supports legislation that directs the Texas Department of Housing & Community
Affairs to provide tax credits for housing redevelopment in areas targeted for community

revitalization in San Antonio.

The City supports a resolution in favor of designating the San Antonio Missions as a World
Heritage Site.

The City supports legislation that would provide funding for Cultural Districts.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that provides funding for programs that
provide career pathway opportunities in targeted industries.

The City supports enhanced funding for programs such as the Skills Development Fund to
provide training opportunities for employees in San Antonio companies.

The City supports funding for dual credit courses and other programs designed to prepare
students for careers that fulfill industry demand.
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EDUCATION

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that increases access to high quality early
childhood and higher education programs.

The City supports expanding state funding of Pre-K to provide high quality, full-day programs
for Texas four-year-olds.

The City supports legislation that would provide enhanced formula funding for institutions of
higher education (IHEs) and allow Tuition Revenue Bonds to be utilized for capital projects at
IHEs in the San Antonio area.

GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCIES &
TRANSPARENCY

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that allows the City to operate more
efficiently to improve customer service and save taxpayers money.

*The City seeks introduction and passage of legislation that would increase flexibility for the
City to use electronic recording devices to preserve records of municipal court cases, as is
currently permitted for the cities of Arlington, Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas, Denton, Fort
Worth, Grapevine and Laredo, among others.

*The City supports legislation that would expand the ability to give preference points to local
bidders in discretionary procurement for non-professional services.

MILITARY PROTECTION

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that protects Texas military installations.

The City, along with other military communities in Texas, supports funding for the Texas
Military Preparedness Commission to assist defense communities with military value projects
that enhance the installation’s mission, improve operational efficiencies and proactively
address impacts from sequestration or other base realignment and closure (BRAC) activities
that may happen in the future.
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that protects San Antonio’s natural
resources, including air quality, water supply and open space to ensure the continued wellbeing
and growth of the city.

The City supports funding for programs that help regions meet federal air quality standards,
including:

e Rider 8 State and Local Air Quality Planning Program
e Texas Emissions Reduction Plan (TERP)
e AirCheck Texas Repair and Replacement Assistance Program (LIRAP)

The City supports legislation that helps San Antonio meet its long-term water needs,
including:

e Additional checks and balances in local groundwater district laws and regulations,
including regulatory consistency, long-term stability in permitting, and meaningful
development and appeal of desired future conditions (DFCs).

e Favorable and distinct rules and regulations for the development of brackish
groundwater that will incentivize its use.

e Ensuring a regulatory framework that protects and encourages the use of aquifer
storage and recovery projects.

The City supports legislation that facilitates the development and maintenance of public
parks, trails, open space and natural areas, including:

e Restored funding for the Local Parks Grant Program

e Dedication of sporting goods sales tax revenues for use in local and state parks

TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that provides additional funding for
transportation projects and initiatives in the San Antonio region dedicated to improved mobility
and to maintain, expand and improve transportation infrastructure.

The City supports legislation that provides additional funding to the Texas Department of
Transportation for transportation projects that would benefit cities, including:
e Ending the diversion of transportation revenues for non-transportation purposes and
dedicating all State Highway Fund revenues to transportation
e Dedicating vehicle sales tax revenue for transportation
e Creating additional long-term funding sources for transportation
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The City supports legislation that would provide additional local funding options for cities to
address streets, sidewalks and other transportation needs that are not otherwise met by
current funding sources.

The City opposes legislation that would mandate the transfer of maintenance responsibilities

of state highways to cities and counties without provision of additional funding sources to
offset the costs of the “turnback.”

e The City supports legislation that codifies the strictly voluntary nature of the state
highway turnback program.

The City supports legislation that increases opportunities for the development of multimodal
transportation, including:
e Maintaining or increasing funding for transit and commuter rail
e Funding and policies that facilitate complete streets development to encourage walking
and bicycling, including transportation and safety enhancements near schools.
e Capitalizing the Texas Rail Relocation and Improvement Fund

PUBLIC HEALTH

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation and programs that help residents achieve
and maintain a healthy lifestyle.

The City supports continuation of the Texas Transformation and Quality Improvement 1115
Medicaid Waiver to encourage further innovation in healthcare delivery system reforms and
collaboration among local healthcare providers.

*The City supports legislation that would add a syphilis test during the third trimester of
pregnancy.

The City supports a statewide formula that distributes mental health funding on an equitable
per capita basis system.

The City supports legislation that would improve access to preventative care and to evidence
based sexual health curricula.

The City supports a statewide ban on cell phone use while driving and opposes the repeal of
existing municipal ordinances relating to cell phone bans and/or creates a state standard that
preempts local authority to regulate cell phone use.
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PROTECTION OF MUNICIPAL INTERESTS

Objective: The City of San Antonio supports legislation that would clearly benefit the City and
opposes legislation that would be detrimental to the City’s interests, including bills that meet
one or more of the following criteria:

o Undermine the principles of self government;

o Mandate increased cost to cities, including environmental mandates;

o Result in the loss of revenue to cities or negatively impacts the authority of the
City to generate revenues; and

o Result in diminishing the fundamental authority of cities to operate in a manner
consistent with the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the general
public.

The City opposes legislation that would negatively expand appraisal caps and supports
legislation that ensures that properties are appraised at true market value.

The City opposes legislation that would impose or negatively expand revenue caps of any
type, inhibiting the City’s ability to serve its growing population.

The City opposes legislation that imposes unnecessary burdens on the ability of a city to issue
debt in any way.

The City opposes legislation that undermines the City’s ability to adopt and/or enforce
development ordinances, including tree preservation, in the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.

The City opposes legislation that undermines the City’s ability to regulate development,
enforce zoning, annex property and adopt and enforce vested rights ordinances.

The City opposes legislation that would prohibit or restrict the City and other governmental
entities from collaborating on joint broadband network projects.

The City opposes legislation limiting the City’s authority to charge and collect franchise fee
payments for use of the public right-of-way or otherwise diminishes local control over the
regulation of utilities in the public right-of-way.

In the absence of comprehensive statewide regulation of payday and auto title lenders, the

City opposes legislation that preempts municipal authority to provide adequate consumer
protections.
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The City opposes legislation with detrimental impact on SAWS and CPS Energy, including
legislation that impacts the City’s ability to maintain local control of its municipally-owned
utilities.
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PARTNERSHIPS

Objective: The City of San Antonio coordinates with the following local partners in support of
legislative efforts that enhance the health, safety and vitality of the community, provided it does
not conflict with the City’s own legislative agenda.

e CPS Energy

e San Antonio Water System

e Brooks City Base

e Port San Antonio

e University of Texas at San Antonio

e University of Texas Health Science Center

e Texas A&M —San Antonio

e Alamo Colleges

e Mayor’s Fitness Council
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