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ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY:  
The San Antonio Water Supply Company came into being in 1905 when George 
Kobusch of St. Louis bought the San Antonio Water Works company from 
George Brackenridge. Kobusch later sold the business to a Belgian syndicate, 
when it was known as "Compagnie des Eaux de San Antonio" and was managed 
by the Mississippi Valley Trust Company of St. Louis, Missouri. In 1920, the 
Belgian syndicate sold the company to local investors. In 1924, the City 
purchased the system with seven million dollars in revenue bonds. On June 1, 
1925, the utility became known as the City Water Board (CWB) and its 
management was placed under a Board of Trustees appointed by the City 
Council. The same year that the City Water Board was established, the City of 
San Antonio began preparations for the construction of a sewage treatment plant 
and modernization of the water utility. 

http://www.sanantonio.gov/clerk/Archives/index.aspx�
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During the 1960's, 1970's, and 1980's, population growth spurred expansion of 
both the water and wastewater systems. Throughout much of this period and 
later, the City Water Board was involved in negotiations or court actions 
involving attempts to construct and secure supplemental water supply.   
Eventually, competing water agencies prompted the City Council to vote in 
December, 1991 to establish a single utility responsible for water, wastewater, 
storm water, and reuse. The San Antonio Water System (SAWS), was created on 
May 19, 1992. SAWS was formed by the consolidation of three predecessor 
agencies: the City Water Board (the previous city-owned water supply utility); 
the City Wastewater Department (a department of the city government 
responsible for sewage collection and treatment); and the Alamo Water 
Conservation and Reuse District (an independent city agency created to develop 
a system for reuse of the city's treated wastewater. 
 
Source:  History & Chronology. San Antonio Water System web site. Retrieved 
January 2, 2011 from < http://www.saws.org/who_we_are/history/index.cfm> 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT:  
This collection consists of various types of financial reports and studies, subject 
files, legal files relating to bonds, ordinances and city council files pertaining to 
the city water board. 
 
 
ARRANGEMENT: 
 I.  Reports 
 II. Assorted Reports/Studies 

 III. City Council Files  
 IV. Subject Files 

 
RESTRICTIONS:  
Unrestricted access.  
 
PREFERRED CITATION:  
[Box #, item identification], City Water Board Records, 1918-1995, City of San 
Antonio, Office of the City Clerk, Municipal Archives & Records.  
 
PROCESSING INFORMATION: 
This collection was processed with financial assistance from the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commission. 

http://www.saws.org/who_we_are/history/index.cfm�
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INDEX TERMS 
 Persons: 
  Cisneros, Henry. 
  Cockrell, Lila. 
  San Martin, Jose, Jr. 

Van Dyke, Robert P. 
Organizations:  

  San Antonio City Water Board.  
  San Antonio City Council. 
  San Antonio Water System (Tex.) 
 Subjects:   
  Edwards Aquifer (Tex.)  
  Water quality management—Texas—San Antonio.  
  Municipal water supply –Texas—San Antonio. 
  Waterworks—Texas—San Antonio. 
  Water-supply engineering--Texas.  
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INVENTORY:  
Location    Contents  
 

  
I.   Reports 
 
BOX 1   Annual Reports 
    1961-1968 
    1969-1970 
    1972-1974 
    1976-1983 
    1984-1990 
     
   Annual Budget Reports  
    1975-1978 
    1980-1986 
     
BOX 2    1987-1992 
    1994 [SAWS] 
    1995 [SAWS] 
    1996 [SAWS] 
 
   Annual Financial Reports 
    1968 
    1970 
    1974-1978 
     
BOX 3    1979-1987 
 
   Component Unit Financial Reports 
    1988-1991 
    1993-1994 
     
   Interim Financial Reports  
    June 30, 1974 
    September 30, 1974 
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    December 31, 1974 
    March 31, 1975 
    June 30, 1975 
    September 30, 1975 
    December 31, 1975 
    September 30, 1976 
    December 31, 1976 
    September 30, 1977 
    March 31, 1978 
    June 30, 1978 
    December 31, 1978 
    June 30, 1979 
    September 30, 1979 
    December 31, 1979 
    March 31, 1980 
    June 30, 1980 
    September 30, 1980 
    December 31, 1980  
    March 31, 1981  
    June 30, 1981  
    September 30, 1981 
    December 31, 1981 
    March 31, 1982 
    June 30, 1982 
    September 30, 1982 
    December 31, 1982 
    March 31, 1983 
    June 30, 1983 
    September 30, 1983 
    December 31, 1983 
    June 30, 1984 
    September 30, 1984 
    December 31, 1984 
    June 30, 1985 
    September 30, 1985 
    December 31, 1985 
    March 31, 1986 
    June 30, 1986 
    September 30, 1986 
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    December 31, 1986 
    March 31, 1987 
    June 30, 1987 
    September 30, 1987 
    December 31, 1987 
    March 31, 1988 
    June 30, 1988 
    September 30, 1988 
    December 31, 1988 
    March 31, 1989 
    June 30, 1989 
    September 30, 1989 
    December 31, 1989 
    March 31, 1990 
    June 30, 1990 
    September 30, 1990 
  
    
 
II.  Assorted Reports/Studies 
  
BOX 4    Capital Improvements Plan for Water Facilities, 1988-1998 
    Final Comprehensive Steam and Chilled Water Rate Study, 1989 
    Regulations for Water Service 
     1975 
     1982 
     1984 
     1985 
    Report on 1991 Construction Program and Financing Plan, 1990 
    Briefing material for San Antonio City Council  
     Community Water Development Fund, 1976 
     Surface water program 
      1975 
      1976 
    Report on Financial Requirements: 1982-1985 
     1984 – Third Year 
     1985 – Fourth Year 
    Construction Program and Financing Plan: 1976-1977, 1976 



   

City Water Board Records, 1918-1995 
Katie Rojas, Archivist 
Revised September 25, 2014 9/25/2014  7 

    Report to the San Antonio City Council on Origin, Effects, and 
     Future Effects of Ordinance no. 42018, 1973 
    Consolidated Data Processing Center Annual Progress Report, 
      1979 
     
 
BOX 5    Comprehensive Water Rate Study, 1980 
    Comprehensive Water Rate Study— Executive Summary, 1980 
    Regulations for Water Service 
     1975 
     1977 
     1982 
     1984 
     1985 

    San Antonio Waterworks system—Audited Financial 
     Statements, 1980 

    Report on Capital Improvement Program: 1976-1980, and 
     Financing Program, 1975  
    Report on Master Plan for Waterworks Improvements, with 
     large, color Black & Veatch map, 1981     
    Report onCombination of Water Works and Sanitary Sewer  
     Systems of the City of San Antonio, 1962 
    Report on Master Plan for Water Works Improvements, with 
      large, color Black & Veatch map, 1971 
    A study of the City Water Board main extension policy and  
     related matters, 1973 
    Report on interim master plan for Water Works improvements, 
     1978 
     
 
III.  City Council Files 
 
10091606    Historical ordinances, Water Trustee Board [bound book], 1914-
     1933 [1918-1933] 
    
Box 5    Ordinances, 1952-1980 
    City Council discussion and public hearing transcripts on City 
     Water Board policy, 1974-1976 
    City Council discussion on Edwards Aquifer, 1974-1975 
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    City Council minutes and ordinances on City Water Board main 
     extension and community water development fund, 1972-
     1973 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Subject Files 
  
BOX 6   Community water development fund, 1972-1975 
   Heating and chilled water plants, 1965-1970 
   Policy position statement, 1976 
   Rate increases  
    1972 
    1975 
    1976 
    1977-1978 
    CDM proposal for evaluation of proposed water rates, 1978 
    CDM report on water rates evaluation study, 1979   
   Water revenue bonds 
    1925 – copy of Ordinance OG-91, May 25, 1925 [original found in 
     Ordinance Book G, pp. 225 -247], 1955-1961 
    1966 
    1971 
    1973 
    1976 – Legal bond papers 
    1977 – Legal bond papers 
  


