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Pools are one of the ways park users
keep cool, exercise, and have fun.

INTRODUCTION
San Antonio’s Parks and Recreation Department is the singular most
important provider of recreation opportunities in the city. Across San
Antonio, there are many providers of, and outlets for, recreation opportunities.
Unlike other providers that may cater to certain groups, the City of San Antonio
plays a significant and distinct role in managing properties and delivering
programming for the public-at-large (at no- or lowfee) with responsibility to the entire community.
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PARKS AND RECREATION ASSETS
A wide range of features and assets make up San
Antonio’s parks and recreation system (see Citywide
Park System Map, pages 16–17). These include
a variety of parks (large and small), recreation
facilities (buildings and special purpose features
in parks), amenities, fields, courts, trails, and
recreation programs that work together to create
wide-serving recreation experiences. System
assets are summarized on the following pages and
a detailed inventory of parks, natural areas, and
facilities is documented separately (see Appendix
C).
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Off-leash dog parks provide social
space for dogs, and more importantly
for their people.

Park Lands
Over 30,000 acres of public park land (across all city, county, and state and national
parks agencies) means that more than 10% of the total land area of San Antonio
is public park land* (about the same percentage as Austin and slightly less than
Dallas or Houston). The City of San Antonio’s Parks and Recreation Department
is responsible for managing and maintaining more than 15,000 acres of this
expansive network.
The Parks and Recreation Department has used a set
of park land classifications for many years. Nine park
land categories are carried forward in this Parks System
Plan (see sidebar). These park land categories clarify
the roles that specific parks play in the larger system.
Regardless of the type of park, each site—from the Lady
Bird Johnson Fountain at 0.10 acre to natural areas and
regional parks over 1,000 acres in size—contributes to
the San Antonio park experience.
An important part of the parks system is the inventory
of local school sites. Thirty-two school sites throughout
the city operate as school parks through a partnership
with San Antonio Sports. Each school park site is opened
to the public after school hours and on weekends and
holidays for exercise and recreation.
*City Park Facts 2018. Center for City Park Excellence, Trust for
Public Land.

PARK LAND CATEGORIES
• Regional Park
• Community Park
• Neighborhood Park
• Greenway
• Natural Area
• Historic Resource
• Sports Complex
• Special Use Facility
• Urban Space
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Trail System
San Antonio’s current park and facilities inventory notes 205 miles of existing
trails in San Antonio, with many more miles in design or under construction in
2018. Trail types identified in the inventory include:
•

Hiking/Walking Trails are soft surface or paved trails in parks and natural
areas designated for pedestrian uses. They generally consist of internal
circulation within existing park lands.

•

Paved Multi-Use Trails, also known as Class I multi-use trails, are typically
asphalt or concrete paved trails that are separated from roadways and
vehicular traffic. Both pedestrian and bicycles use these trails. Paved
bicycle trails include San Antonio’s greenway facilities.

•

Unpaved Bicycle Trails are used for mountain biking in eleven park
locations, such as McAllister Park. These trails are located in wooded
areas. The bike group South Texas Off Road Mountain-Bikers (STORM)
donated time to install some of these trails.

Beyond the three trail types described above, other existing and planned trails
and routes (including on-street bikeways, sidewalks, and the Mission Trails
system) combine to complement the trail system owned and operated by San
Antonio’s Parks and Recreation Department.

Paved greenway trails provide
long-distance connections for
transportation, exercise, and fun.

The Howard W. Peak Greenway Trail System is a growing network of multiuse creekway trails and connected parks. It is the most prominent trail facility
serving San Antonio that includes more than 65 miles of paved multi-use and
accessible trails and over 1,400 acres of creek-side open space along Leon
Creek, Salado Creek, the San Antonio River, the Westside Creeks, Medina
River, and many tributary creeks.

Recreation Facilities
Within park lands, a wide variety of recreation facilities—including buildings,
pools, courts, playgrounds, splashpads, and sports fields—create opportunities
for play, competition, learning, and gatherings. Of these facilities, the
community centers and pools are key to the provision of classes, events, and
drop-in recreation opportunities in San Antonio.
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Forty-seven San Antonio parks, mostly regional parks and community parks,
have community centers or special purpose buildings on site. Some sites have
multiple buildings for a total of 54 community and senior centers. Twenty-six of
these community centers focus on sports, dance, fitness, and other recreation
programming (see Appendix B).
Other buildings include:
•

Adult and Senior Centers

•

Fitness Center

•

Urban Ecology Center

•

Sunken Garden Theater

•

Berta Almaguer Dance Studio

•

Hillside Acres Club House, Roosevelt Club House, Woodlawn Lake Island
House

•

Mass Facilities (Rosedale and Camargo)

•

McFarlin Tennis Facility

•

Japanese Tea Garden

•

Natatorium

SCHOOL
PARKS
The School Parks Program,
formerly known as SPARK, is
a partnership between the
City of San Antonio and San
Antonio Sports, a local nonprofit. The program provides
residents with access to
designated school grounds
after school hours, and on
weekends and holidays.
Currently, thirty-two school
sites throughout the city
operate as School Parks.
School Parks support
recreation and healthy
lifestyles for San Antonians
by expanding neighborhood
fitness and recreation
opportunities with a variety
of amenities such as trails,
exercise stations, play facilities,
and multi-use sports fields.
What if the School Parks also
supported cultural, ecological,
and community events?
Opportunities to further enrich
School Parks resources could
be explored in collaboration
with willing partners.
SA: Our school-park
partnerships do so much!

Outdoor swimming is an affordable and fun summer activity in San Antonio.
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Swimming in San Antonio
is largely outdoors, taking
advantage of a long summer and
warm fall. Outdoor swimming
pools are located within regional
parks and community parks,
contributing to the expansive role
these large sites fulfill. The yearround indoor pool operated by the
City is the San Antonio Natatorium.
Several additional indoor
pools are operated by partner
organizations, some on park land
leased from the City.

RECREATION
PROGRAMMING

Top: Recreation programs develop
dancers and other artists through
classes and performance. Above:
Indoor recreation is important to
year-round physical activity.

community access to recreation.

Examples of the programming in each category are provided below:
•
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San Antonio organizes recreation
programming into nine
organizational categories. The
specific programs within these
categories vary year-to-year
as the Parks and Recreation
Department adapts to the trends
and needs of the community.
In all programming categories,
the Department has focused
on providing inexpensive and
free opportunities to maximize

Summer Youth Programs: The Summer Youth and Teen Connection
programs provide youth development opportunities and offer the chance
to participate in a variety of structured, supervised activities such as
traditional sports, active games, craft projects, fitness and nutrition

CHAPTER 2: OUR PARKS SYSTEM

activities, math and science
enrichment lessons, art
exploration, as well as
summer reading. At a smaller
scale, the Out-of-School
Camps provide fun and
learning during school breaks
in the fall, winter, and spring.
These programs also offer
lunch and snacks for youth.
•

Fitness Programs: This
category includes the popular
and award-winning Fitness
in the Park program, also
available as a mobile program
called Mobile Fit that travels to
schools, parks, and community
events. It also includes more
traditional studio fitness
classes, including Zumba and
yoga, offered at community
centers.

•

Youth Athletics: Sports
teams and leagues for youth
participants are organized by
individual community centers
in sports such as volleyball,
soccer, and basketball.
Sports offerings also include
tournaments, clinics, and sports
conditioning classes.

•

Aquatics: In addition to open/recreational swimming opportunities,
organized swim lessons, competitive teams, water fitness, and lifeguard
training comprise the aquatics program and enhance the water safety
skills and health of kids, adults, and seniors in San Antonio.

Top: The San Fernando Boxing
program trains amateur athletes
between ages 8 and 34. Above:
Seasonal programs are both fun and
educational.
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SA SUPPORTS
“TREE CITY”
STATUS
Money doesn’t grow on trees,
but the City of San Antonio
knows that social, economic,
and environmental benefits
all come with protecting
the city’s urban forest. San
Antonio has achieved Tree
City USA status, meeting
specific standards of urban
forestry management—
including having a community
tree ordinance, maintaining
a tree board or department,
spending at least $2 per
capita on urban forestry, and
celebrating Arbor Day.
Cities across the nation
have started to appoint
committees to advise staff on
matters such as tree species
selection, designation,
planting, education, funding,
and other planning or policy
issues related to city trees.
San Antonio is well-positioned
to form a tree committee to
advise the City on all things
“trees,” which would benefit
the entire community!
SA: Keeping our City growing
in the right direction!

20

SA PARKS SYSTEM P L A N

•

Cultural Services: Cultural services offerings include programs in dance,
music, and art instruction. Participants showcase their talents in a variety of
dance and music recitals and public performances, as well as an annual art
exhibit. Cultural Services also manages the Sunken Garden Theater.

•

Special Events: Recreation Section staff coordinate special events such as
5k runs, seasonal celebrations, and National Night Out events. Additionally,
special events include a variety of events in partnership with other
agencies and departments, including the July 4th Celebration at Woodlawn
Lake and the New Year’s Eve Celebration at Hemisfair Park.

•

Other Programming: Individual facilities and sites offer specialized
programming. This includes the boxing program, as well as nature and
science programming. Additional programs are a collaborative effort with
other outside groups such as Friends of San Antonio Natural Areas.

•

Community Center Programming: Community Centers offer a variety
of programming in art, education, sports, fitness, nature, science, and
teen programming free of charge to the public. These programs have also
gained award-winning designation from the Texas Recreation and Parks
Association.

•

Adult and Senior Center Programming: Adult and Senior Centers
offer a variety of fitness, cultural, and social activities with some activities
appropriate for all adults, while other activities are designed for active
senior adults. The centers host a variety of seasonal activities and partner
with several outside agencies. The centers also offer intergenerational
programming periodically such as Grandparent’s Day celebrations and
story times.

Recreation programming changes much more quickly than the built parks and
facilities. The City continues to offer new and innovative programming through
the community centers by updating a “Fun Menu,” which allows each center to
select customized program ideas developed by experienced senior recreation
staff. This approach maintains each center’s ability to respond to local interests
while incorporating new ideas to keep the program mix fresh.
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URBAN FORESTRY
San Antonio’s urban forest encompasses
trees in parks, along streets, and on
private lands. Our city’s trees beautify
neighborhoods, provide shade and
clean the air. Guided by the 1997 Tree
Preservation Ordinance, the City manages
the removal of trees by new development,
requiring replacement or a contribution to
the Tree Mitigation Fund and Tree Canopy
Investment Fund. The City Forester, within
the Parks and Recreation Department, is
charged with using these funds to plant
and maintain new trees to cover more of
the city with healthy trees.
The Urban Forestry Program has
planted over 88,000 new trees in San
Antonio through tree planting events,
community education, tree giveaways,
and community partnerships.
In 2009, studies by American Forests
(using satellite imagery) found that
San Antonio had 38 percent overall canopy cover. Since instituting the Tree
Preservation Ordinance in 2006, the Urban Forestry Program (through tree
planting events, community education, tree giveaways, and community
partnerships) has planted over 88,000 new trees in San Antonio. Efforts to
inventory the number of trees and coverage of the urban forest continue (see
Appendix A).

Tree giveaways have been a popular
and effective way to increase the
number of trees in San Antonio.
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OTHER PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS
Other agencies own and manage park land within San Antonio’s city limits, and
numerous organizations and groups are involved with San Antonio’s parks and
recreation system. Below is a snapshot of key partner agencies and entities.

City of San Antonio Center City Development and
Operations Department
Center City Development and Operations is responsible for the programming
of San Antonio’s well-known River Walk, La Villita, Market Square, and select
downtown parks such as Travis Park and Milam Park.

			

San Antonio Parks Foundation
The foundation works with Parks and
Recreation, CCDO and the County of
Bexar to enhance park and recreation
projects. The Foundation creates new
channels for funding from individual
gifts and other philanthropic sources
such as corporate grants. The proceeds
from five large events support the
operation of the foundation. These
events include: Fest of Tails, Chaparral
Music Festival (an official Fiesta event),
San Antonio’s Official 4th of July
Celebration at Woodlawn Lake Park,
Jazz’SAlive in Travis Park, and Celebrate
San Antonio (San Antonio’s Official New
Year’s Eve Celebration downtown).
In addition to providing monetary
support for park projects, the San
Antonio Parks Foundation is also able
to accept donations of land for future
parks and natural areas.

Yanaguana Garden Park.
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Hemisfair Park Area Redevelopment
Corporation
The City of San Antonio established the
Hemisfair Park Area Redevelopment
Corporation (HPARC), now a non-profit
organization charged with management and
revitalization of the Hemisfair area. HPARC
opened Yanaguana Garden Park in 2015 and
plans to open Civic Park in 2021.

National Park Service
The National Park Service (NPS) owns 990 acres
of park land within San Antonio comprising the
San Antonio Missions National Historical Park,
now designated as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. NPS records show that 1,381,383 visitors
went to San Antonio Missions National Historical
Park in 2017, making it one of the most visited
park sites in San Antonio.

State of Texas
Since 2018, the State of Texas’ General Land
Office has owned the Alamo National Historic
Site. Annual visitation of the site is estimated at
1.3 million, translating to approximately 32,690
visitors each week. In a joint effort between the
State and City of San Antonio, the Alamo building
(owned by the State) and Alamo Plaza (owned
by the City) is undergoing a master planning and
renovation process. Various groups support the
historic site, including Friends of the Alamo and
Daughters of the Republic of Texas, the previous
custodian of the site.
Government Canyon, a 12,000 acre State Natural Area, is located within city
limits. A large portion of this property was acquired through the City of San
Antonio and the Edwards Aquifer Protection Program funds.

Top: The Alamo. Above: The San
Antonio River.
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Bexar County

The San Antonio River.

Bexar County, home to an estimated 1.96
million people, is also a parks provider.
Eleven parks and three civic centers
constitute 480 acres of recreational space
available to Bexar County, including
destinations such as Bullis Park and
Comanche Park. County parks address
local historic themes, provide locations
for outdoor community gathering, and
include some reservable areas. The
Bexar County Parks System Master Plan
catalogs Bexar County park land, captures
County park usage, and provides
recommendations in three key areas:
operations and maintenance, existing
park and recreation amenities, and new
acquisitions.

San Antonio River Authority (SARA)
SARA’s jurisdiction covers 3,658 square miles, including all of Bexar, Wilson,
Karnes, and Goliad Counties. The authority owns 925 acres of park land
within San Antonio city limits. The authority’s vision is to inspire actions for
healthy creeks and rivers, with a mission focused on commitment to safe,
clean, enjoyable creeks and rivers. The 2013 SARA Master Plan Update guides
the authority’s regional activities related to parks, recreation, and natural
areas, and identifies goals that support parks, nature, outdoor recreation,
and partnership and funding strategies, including identified priorities for Low
Impact Development (LID) in Bexar County.

Independent School Districts and Charter Schools
Public schools in San Antonio include seventeen Independent School Districts
(ISDs) and numerous charter schools. Of these, one charter school and six
school districts provide thirty-two school sites that are available for public park
use during designated hours. Additional partnerships expand the summer
youth program to school sites.
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Non-Profits and Other Recreation Providers
There are eleven YMCA locations in Greater San Antonio, some located within
city parks, providing a range of opportunities addressing health and fitness,
sports, children and teens, swimming, camps, family activities, and community
programming. Parks and Recreation partners with the YMCA for a number
events and programs such as Fitness in the Park.
Catholic Youth Organization
Catholic Youth Organization (CYO), a program of the Archdiocese of San
Antonio, offers youth sports and recreation programs emphasizing friendly
competition through good sportsmanship modeled by adult participants.
CYO organizes junior winter basketball teams and organizes tournaments
for participants. Other sports include soccer, volleyball, flag football, track,
baseball, and summer basketball.

Kickball leagues and other casual
sports are popular outdoor activities
for adults.

Boys & Girls Club of San Antonio
Boys & Girls Club of San Antonio serves youth with after-school and summer
programming with the goal of inspiring youth within a safe, positive and
engaging environment. Boys & Girls Club operates programming at its forty
school-based sites in San Antonio ISD, Harlandale ISD, and Judson ISD, and at
six club house locations.
Community Sports Leagues
Community sports leagues in San Antonio include a variety of providers; some
reserve facilities through the City’s process and others are formal, contracted
partners. There are adult leagues for kickball, volleyball, softball (men’s,
women’s, and co-ed) and girls fast pitch. The City contracts with USA Softball,
San Antonio Tennis Association (SATA) and others to provide programming.
San Antonio Sports & Social Club (SCC), a private provider, focuses on casual,
group sports events for young adults. Other sports leagues that reserve and
use City fields are organized by the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU), Jewish
Community Center, National Youth Sports, YMCA/YWCA, among others.
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