The mission of the San Antonio Parks and
Recreation Department is to provide exceptional
parks, facilities, programs, and services to
improve the quality of life for all.
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OUR GOALS,
OBJECTIVES,
AND ACTIONS

INTRODUCTION
Based on the input from the community, staff insight, and analysis of
the system, a framework of goals, objectives, and actions will direct
the next ten years of system growth and change. These framework
elements will guide the development of San Antonio’s park lands, recreation
programs, and indoor and outdoor facilities. Goals and objectives should be
checked against the community’s needs within five years to ensure the Plan
remains closely aligned with contemporary needs.
Four core goals set the trajectory for the future. Each goal includes a number
of objectives and identifies specific actions to accomplish the goals and
objectives. These elements comprise the heart of the SA Parks System Plan
and are described over the remaining pages of this chapter.
Goals, objectives, and actions answer three key questions for the SA Parks
System Plan:

Goals: Where do we want to be in the future?
Objectives: What specifically do we want to achieve?
Actions: What will advance our goals and objectives?
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GOAL 1: RESPONSIVE
San Antonio’s parks system responds flexibly to dramatic growth and change. SA
TOMORROW, made up of comprehensive multimodal transportation and sustainability plans,
focuses on the challenges and opportunities associated with adding one million people to the
region by 2040. The parks system, trail network, and recreation programming will adapt and
serve the local needs and neighborhood culture.

GOAL 2: RESTORATIVE
The parks system is key to community health and wellbeing. Parks and trails provide calm,
cool places to relax as well as exciting places to interact and work up a sweat. San Antonio
celebrates in the community’s parks and this fun is far from frivolous. Through events, classes
and sport, community members learn about and from each other.

GOAL 3: RESILIENT
The parks system includes the most resilient infrastructure in the City, showcasing all aspects
of sustainability. Facilities are adapting to a hotter climate, providing more variety indoors and
more comfortable outdoor environments. From the river to acequias, splash pads, and drinking
fountains, water is celebrated, accessible, and essential to life in San Antonio. The urban forest,
inside park lands and beyond, is a critical part of the green infrastructure of the city.

GOAL 4: RESOURCEFUL
The broad base of support for the parks system reflects the positive impact on many users,
partners, and related City services. San Antonio makes the most of the available resources
by actively maintaining partnerships, efficient and effective management, and provision of
services.
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GOAL 1

RESPONSIVE
Exercise is the top reason users visit
San Antonio parks, trails, and natural
area sites.
—Community Input Report: Intercept Activity Summary
San Antonio’s parks system responds flexibly to dramatic growth and
change. SA TOMORROW, made up of comprehensive multimodal
transportation and sustainability plans, focuses on the challenges and
opportunities associated with adding one million people to the region by
2040. The parks system, trail network, and recreation programming will
adapt and serve the local needs and neighborhood culture.

Public intercept events during the planning process helped gauge community demand for facilities and
programming.
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OBJECTIVE 1.1

OBJECTIVE 1.2

OBJECTIVE 1.3

Parks, trails, programs,
and facilities align
with the character of
the neighborhood,
place type, and local
community.

Creative approaches
provide parks, facilities,
trails, and recreation
programs that fill gaps
in the network and in
services.

The trail network
supports fun, exercise,
and transportation for
all.

OBJECTIVE 1.4

OBJECTIVE 1.5

OBJECTIVE 1.6

The City provides
equitable access to
parks and recreation
activities and diverse user
experiences.

Hours and services
are set with user access
in mind.

Implementation of the
Plan adapts to changes
over time.
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CHAPTER FOUR: GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND STRATEGIES

GOAL 1: SAN ANTONIO HAS A RESPONSIVE
PARKS SYSTEM.
Objective 1.1

Parks, trails, programs, and facilities align with the character of
the neighborhood, place type, and local community.

1.1.a

Identify each park with the place type (the type, form, and density of
development identified in SA TOMORROW) of the surrounding area;
improve features in the park to reflect the changes in the surrounding
development envisioned in the Comprehensive Plan.

1.1.b

Encourage hiring and development of bilingual staff, targeting front-line
employees such as community center staff and trail stewards.

1.1.c

Create more activities and facilities for the local population including
families, active aging population, youth, and working adults.

1.1.d

Ensure that adequate community engagement is included in the planning,
design, and implementation of specific projects under this plan to build
local ownership.

1.1.e

Identify where park design should be reviewed for direction and
compatibility with existing city-wide plans and where parks and recreation
input should be inserted into other City planning efforts.

Objective 1.2 Creative approaches provide parks, facilities, trails, and
recreation programs that fill gaps in the system and in services.
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1.2.a

Conduct a more in-depth analysis of gaps in park network to gain a truer
picture of the 10-minute walk access metric by excluding military bases
and non-residential lands and accounting for park-type lands provided to
residents of gated communities and certain subdivisions.

1.2.b

Add new locations for mobile programs such as Fitness in the Park and
Mobile Fit. Locations could include school yards and public or private
plazas that extend the reach of the parks system.

1.2.c

Identify routes that serve as both Safe Routes to Schools and parks as
targets for Vision Zero funding for reducing pedestrian and cyclist deaths.
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Parks are the gathering place for community celebrations.

1.2.d

Explore opportunities for park, natural area, and trail amenities in public
rights-of-way, greenways, and tributaries, as appropriate. Establish
processes that support setting aside adequate land in these areas for
parks and recreation purposes.

1.2.e

Promote the use of aquifer protection land acquisitions and easements for
nature-based activities.

1.2.f

Collaborate with Bexar County and San Antonio River Authority to grow
and connect creek-based trail systems.

Objective 1.3 The trail network supports fun, exercise, and transportation
for all.
1.3.a

Partner with transportation departments (City and State) to coordinate and
prioritize safe connections for all non-auto users that link to the off-street
trail system.

1.3.b

Develop and deliver programming that familiarizes residents with the trail
system as a way to get around, get fit, and have fun.

1.3.c

Adopt trail width and design standards that consider increased future use
and safety for people of all ages and abilities on wheels, foot, and bike.

1.3.d

Implement the recently adopted ordinance regulating motor-assisted
scooters and bicycles and monitor ongoing developments in the use and
regulation of this emerging form of transportation.

1.3.e

Expand east-west trail network connections, particularly where large
redevelopment projects create potential to connect the network or link to
a destination.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

Objective 1.4 The City provides equitable access to parks and recreation
activities and diverse user experiences.
1.4.a

Expand park, trail, and natural areas throughout San Antonio to meet the
needs of a growing population.

1.4.b

Move toward equitable distribution of community centers and other
community-serving recreation amenities throughout the city.

1.4.c

Continue to coordinate, and look to expand, programming with other
agencies and departments, including Department of Human Services,
libraries, and schools.

1.4.d

Create opportunities and model agreements for joint development of
recreation amenities on other public or private properties, expanding on the
success of School Parks.

Objective 1.5 Hours and services are set with user access in mind.
1.5.a

Establish hours for outdoor community gathering places that allow for
evening, nighttime, and weekend activities, particularly during the hottest
times of year. Related services such as trash collection and restroom hours
should be adjusted to accommodate this use.

1.5.b

Include services, programs, and features for a larger population of active
older adults; consider rebranding Adult and Senior programs and facilities
to reflect the resulting change in interests.

1.5.c

Strategically distribute programming across all seven days of the week to
maximize the reach and value to users.

1.5.d

Make use of underutilized time in facilities by scheduling programs for
other target user groups during different times of day.

Objective 1.6 Implementation of the Plan adapts to changes over time.
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1.6.a

Confirm priority strategies periodically (every two years) with the
community, adjusting the mix of projects and programs to reflect changing
needs.

1.6.b

Standardize a process for reviewing programs and features in the parks
system and retiring those that see declining use or interest to make room
for new ideas.

1.6.c

Formalize a consistent strategic planning process across the department,
including natural areas, programs, and volunteer services.
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SA FITNESS IN THE PARK
Adult yoga, fitness camps, Zumba, “Mommy and Me,” and ballet are just some of the wide-ranging, fun,
and health-inspiring classes offered though San Antonio’s Fitness in the Park.
This city-wide program offers free exercise classes to the public throughout San Antonio at local parks,
community centers, and libraries, with no registration required and classes open to all fitness levels. Fitness
in the Park was recognized by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) with an “Excellence in
Innovative Programming Award,” as well as the International City/County Management Association’s (ICMA)
“Community Health and Safety Award.”
SA: Way to get San Antonio moving!
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GOAL 2

RESTORATIVE
84% of online questionnaire

respondents rated parks and
recreation “very important”
to quality of life in San Antonio.
The parks system is key to community health and wellbeing. Parks and trails
provide calm, cool places to relax as well as exciting places to interact and
work up a sweat. San Antonio celebrates in the community’s parks and
this fun is far from frivolous. Through events, classes and sport, community
members learn about and from each other.

Alazan Creek Trail, San Antonio.
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Community garden project of the Eastside Promise
Neighborhood program.

OBJECTIVE 2.1

OBJECTIVE 2.2

OBJECTIVE 2.3

The parks system is an
equitable, essential part
of City infrastructure that
supports the physical,
mental, and social health
of individuals, families,
and communities.

Parks provide a natureoriented, tree-centric
oasis in a hot, urban
environment.

Park lands, trails, and
programs connect
children and users of
all ages to outdoor
experiences and nature.

OBJECTIVE 2.4

OBJECTIVE 2.5

Residents have healthy
habits, supported
by access to healthy
places, healthy food,
farmers’ markets,
community gardens, and
programming.

Mental health is bolstered
by easy access to natural
environments and
supportive programs
and services, including
nature play and natural
elements.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

GOAL 2: THE PARKS SYSTEM IS RESTORATIVE TO THE
COMMUNITY’S HEALTH.
Objective 2.1 The parks system is an equitable, essential part of City
infrastructure that supports the physical, mental, and social
health of individuals, families, and communities.
2.1.a

Continually ask who in the community is not using parks, trails and
programs; actively remove barriers keeping people away.

2.1.b

Encourage more users to arrive at parks and trails by walking, biking, or
otherwise under their own power.

2.1.c

Intensify fitness-focused improvements and programming in areas of
the city or within populations that have higher rates of chronic illness or
shorter life-expectancy.

2.1.d

Increase the number of opportunities for families, children, and small
groups to participate in volunteer efforts together.

Objective 2.2 Parks provide a nature-oriented, tree-centric oasis in a hot,
urban environment.
2.2.a

Establish shade coverage standards for key park areas such as play,
seating, and picnic areas.

2.2.b

Provide more opportunities for users to interact with water such as splash
pads and pools.

2.2.c

Leverage tree mitigation funds to:

		

1. Grow the protected urban tree canopy by purchasing land with
established trees or with the intent to plant new trees; and

		

2. Buy land for parks, trails, and natural areas that creates urban refuge
and increases access to nearby nature.

Objective 2.3 Park lands, trails, and programs connect children and users of all
ages to outdoor experiences and nature.
2.3.a
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Develop trail connections, entrance points, educational programs and
partnerships that make it possible for park users to experience nature in
San Antonio.

Connecting children to nature through interpretive programs.

2.3.b

Expand natural area programming and efforts of the Cities Connecting
Children to Nature technical assistance grant program to link San Antonio
youth to nearby nature.

2.3.c

Develop programs that highlight aspects of ecology and nature in nearby
neighborhood parks.

2.3.d

Explore opportunities for free or reduced-price transportation to parks and
natural areas for lower income residents, particularly children.

2.3.e

Expand outdoor recreation options that attract a variety of users with
different interests and abilities to connect a wider group (including small
children, teens, individuals with special needs, owners of pets, adventure
activity seekers, and the active aging population) to the outdoors.

Objective 2.4 Residents have healthy habits, supported by access to healthy
places, healthy food, farmers’ markets, community gardens, and
programming.
2.4.a

Utilize department policies to showcase and support healthy lifestyles
including healthy food vending and tobacco-free parks.

2.4.b

Provide flexible space—both indoors and outdoors—that can be used to
host events and programs supporting healthy habits such as markets and
healthy cooking instruction.

2.4.c

Expand partnerships with other organizations and businesses that support
healthy habits, healthy eating, community gardening efforts, and access to
fresh food.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

Objective 2.5 Mental health is bolstered by easy access to natural
environments and supportive programs and services, including
nature play and natural elements.
2.5.a

Create pocket parks in park-poor areas, including existing or new public
properties that provide everyday opportunities to de-stress.

2.5.b

Design steward programs for neighborhood groups to maintain these
local spaces, emphasizing the mental health benefits as the reason to
participate.

2.5.c

Develop partnerships with organizations addressing mental health in the
community to promote parks as a therapeutic resource.

San Pedro Creek Culture Park provides a calm oasis in the center of San Antonio.

66

SA PARKS SYSTEM P L A N

CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

TOBACCO-FREE PARKS
Parks are places for people to play, exercise, relax, and enjoy time outdoors. These experiences are
all enhanced when parks are healthy and clean spaces. With support from public health advocates,
environmentalists, and cities across the country, a national movement has gained momentum to make parks
cleaner and healthier for everyone by making them tobacco free.
Tobacco-free parks protect our health, promote healthy living, reduce litter, remove risk to wildlife,
decrease environmental toxins, and provide places for adults to model healthy behavior. As of 2017, more
than 500 communities across the country adopted laws establishing smoke free parks—including over 50
Texas municipalities. In an effort to promote community health, the City of San Antonio can join this growing
movement and adopt tobacco free parks, allowing healthier lifestyles to spread throughout the city, one park
at a time.
SA Parks: A breath of fresh air!
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GOAL 3

RESILIENT
Parks and Recreation is the only
department that has the ability to
improve nearly every indicator in the
SA Tomorrow Sustainability Plan.
The parks system includes the most resilient infrastructure in the City,
showcasing all aspects of sustainability. Facilities are adapting to a hotter
climate, providing more variety indoors and more comfortable outdoor
environments. From the river to acequias, splash pads, and drinking
fountains, water is celebrated, accessible, and essential to life in San
Antonio. The urban forest, inside park lands and beyond, is a critical part of
the green infrastructure of the city.

Fans for cooling park in Market Square, Houston
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OBJECTIVE 3.1

OBJECTIVE 3.2

OBJECTIVE 3.3

The benefits of the
urban forest are
maximized inside and
outside of parks.

Ecologically sensitive
landscape design
throughout the parks
system supports
biodiversity, pollinators,
local fauna and flora,
and decreases resourceintensive landscape
maintenance practices.

Programming increases
knowledge and
stewardship of natural
and cultural resources
for individuals and
groups of all ages.

OBJECTIVE 3.4

OBJECTIVE 3.5

OBJECTIVE 3.6

OBJECTIVE 3.7

Stormwater is slowed,
reused, and allowed to
recharge the aquifer as
much as practical through
low-impact, ecologically
sensitive design.

Water is provided as
a resource for health,
attraction, and play.

Indoor and outdoor
facility design, use, and
programming is adapted
to respond to rising
temperatures.

Policies and practices
model a holistic view of
sustainability.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

GOAL 3: SAN ANTONIO IS MORE RESILIENT BECAUSE
OF PARKS AND RECREATION.
Objective 3.1 The benefits of the urban forest are maximized inside and
outside of parks.
3.1.a

Encourage tree planting in parks, along trails, and on private property.

3.1.b

Expand partnerships for the Urban Forestry Division to provide trees for
other partner organizations throughout the city.

3.1.c

Expand efforts to educate the public about the benefits of the urban
forest, including carbon sequestration, reducing urban heat island, and
improving air quality through bilingual, educational graphics, signage, and
programs.

3.1.d

Develop and distribute educational media (including video) on new tree
care to maximize survival for give-away trees.

Objective 3.2 Ecologically sensitive landscape design throughout the parks
system supports biodiversity, pollinators, local fauna and flora,
and decreases resource-intensive landscape maintenance
practices.
3.2.a

Increase climate-appropriate native plantings that require fewer resources
and less intensive maintenance.

3.2.b

Educate and train staff about the value, function, and maintenance of
native, climate-appropriate plants.

3.2.c

Provide habitat for pollinators, insects and wildlife where appropriate.

3.2.d

Provide bilingual educational graphics, signage, and programs that
highlight the benefits of climate-appropriate and native vegetation,
pollinators, and biodiversity.

Objective 3.3 Programming increases knowledge and stewardship of natural
and cultural resources for individuals and groups of all ages.
3.3.a
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Grow partnerships with schools, partner agencies, and organizations to
provide programs in parks that focus on nature, sustainability, and cultural
resources such as natural and historic landmarks.

Birds enjoying Woodlawn Lake Park.

3.3.b

Develop and distribute educational interpretive media, including web
and mobile applications, to educate the public about natural systems,
sustainability, and cultural resources in the parks.

3.3.c

Expand volunteer and member-based stewardship, junior-ranger, and
naturalist programs targeted at different age groups, from the very young
to senior populations.

Objective 3.4 Stormwater is slowed, reused, and allowed to recharge the
aquifer as much as practical through low-impact, ecologically
sensitive design.
3.4.a

Create stormwater management and drainage features in parks that are
both beautiful and functional, retain run-off, prevent flooding, and enhance
overall park user-experience.

3.4.b

Educate and train staff about low-impact design (LID) features and
maintenance.

3.4.c

Coordinate stormwater management projects to enhance local access to
nature and park land.

3.4.d

Reuse rainwater in parks for irrigation uses where able or applicable.

Objective 3.5 Water is provided as a resource for health, attraction, and play.
3.5.a

Identify locations where San Antonio park and trail users can access water
for play in safe, habitat-friendly, environmentally responsible ways.

3.5.b

Develop splash pads, interactive water features and shaded pool areas to
spread access to water play across the city.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

3.5.c

Provide additional opportunities for fishing and stock fish in park ponds
where appropriate.

3.5.d

Expand waterway viewsheds and add interpretive experiences to
waterways in parks.

Objective 3.6 Indoor and outdoor facility design, use, and programming is
adapted to respond to rising temperatures.
3.6.a

Establish minimum standards for shade coverage at all new facilities;
retrofit existing facilities to shade-critical play, picnic, and seating areas.

3.6.b

Provide opportunities to increase user comfort and decrease ambient
temperatures using strategies that include shade structures with solarpowered fans, cooling tents, and misting areas.

3.6.c

Develop indoor options for team sports and competition during the hottest
times of year and provide new facilities with opportunities for more active
indoor uses.

3.6.d

Establish minimum standards for energy efficiency for all new facilities,
including indoor (building) and outdoor (landscape) technologies and
appliances.

3.6.e

Provide drinking water and encourage the use of refillable water bottles
along trails, at parks, and at community facilities.

Objective 3.7 Policies and practices model a holistic view of sustainability.
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3.7.a

Eliminate polluting and wasteful practices and equipment whenever
possible. This includes reducing use of inefficient irrigation systems and
fossil fuel powered vehicles and shifting toward use of vehicles and
equipment that is greener, cleaner, quieter, and has less impact.

3.7.b

Identify additional opportunities and retrofit facilities to increase energy
efficiency and transition to renewable energy where appropriate.

3.7.c

Reduce waste and practice upcycling, recycling, and composting as much
as possible in all indoor and outdoor facilities. Provide adequate signage
for clarity of use and educational purposes.

3.7.d

Use non-toxic fertilizers, pesticides, and cleaners whenever possible.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

SAN ANTONIO TRAIL DESIGN STRATEGY
The San Antonio Trail Design Strategy (TDS) is a concurrent trail implementation project that can help carry
out trail related improvements identified in the SA Parks System Plan. The TDS establishes trail design
principles, criteria for application, and enhanced features.
Part of the strategy involves integrating trail features that include city-branded elements and highlight
unique characteristics of neighborhoods where specific trails are located. In this way, trails can reflect both
San Antonio’s distinct style and a more localized character.
Primary objectives of the TDS are to: align citywide planning efforts, including the SA Parks System Plan;
raise the quality of trails; stimulate neighborhood revitalization; and showcase best practices for ecological
design, water preservation, and Low Impact Development (LID).
SA: Every trail can be functional AND beautiful!
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GOAL 4

RESOURCEFUL

The broad base of support for the parks system reflects the positive impact
on many users, partners, and related City services. San Antonio makes
Compilation of words reflecting community input for desired park and
the most of the available resources by actively maintaining partnerships,
recreation facilities, environments, programs, and services in San Antonio
efficient and effective management, and provision of services.

Volunteers work collaboratively to brighten up paths at Garza Park (SAPR).
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OBJECTIVE 4.1

OBJECTIVE 4.2

OBJECTIVE 4.3

Every project is
multi-dimensional,
multi-layered, and multipurpose.

Projects and services
clearly match community
priorities and there
is an open line of
communication between
the community and City.

Partner facilities,
programs, and services
expand San Antonio’s
parks system resources.

OBJECTIVE 4.4

OBJECTIVE 4.5

OBJECTIVE 4.6

Parks and programs
build ownership in the
local community, shown
through public support
for funding measures and
citizen volunteerism.

Management,
maintenance, operations,
and safety provide a
high-quality, accessible,
and affordable
experience to every user.

Investment in indoor
facilities is maximized
through multiple uses
across the morning, day,
and evening hours.
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CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

GOAL 4: THE CITY IS RESOURCEFUL IN CREATING,
MAINTAINING, AND CHANGING THE PARKS
AND RECREATION SYSTEM.
Objective 4.1 Every project is multi-dimensional, multi-layered, and multipurpose.
4.1.a

Design multi-use facilities with flexible spaces that can serve multiple
community and program needs.

4.1.b

Identify opportunities to retrofit facilities to create multi-functional,
technology-ready, and multi-purpose spaces.

4.1.c

Integrate site features such as public art, landscape materials, and
hardscape elements that provide both functionality and beauty.

4.1.d

Make the most of art investments by integrating public art into play,
nature, and learning experiences in parks.

Objective 4.2 Projects and services clearly match community priorities and
there is an open line of communication between the community
and City.
4.2.a

Ensure that the local community has opportunities for input on capital
improvement projects through a wide variety of platforms including
online communications, surveys, workshops, and social media.

4.2.b

Educate the community about the role of Parks and Recreation at
community events and through online media.

4.2.c

Actively promote program and activities through physical and online
media.

Objective 4.3 Partner facilities, programs, and services expand San Antonio’s
parks system resources.
4.3.a
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Identify the strengths and gaps in recreation programming opportunities
across the City and outside agency organizations. Strategically partner to
create the most comprehensive, affordable and accessible parks system
for San Antonio residents.

CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

Teen volunteers being recognized at Garza Park.

4.3.b

Expand partnerships with other public agencies, including other
departments within the City, that have park-adjacent facilities and
programs.

4.3.c

Cooperatively expand the School Park Program to include more school
sites; locations should be prioritized to fill gaps in 10-minute walk
access; explore the use of indoor school facilities through an expanded
agreement.

4.3.d

Focus field trips and programming related to youth, education, health,
nature, and active living at City parks and recreation sites to strengthen
connections between Parks and Recreation and the community.

Objective 4.4 Parks and programs build ownership in the local community,
shown through public support for funding measures and citizen
volunteerism.
4.4.a

Advertise opportunities to get involved in ongoing community discussions
and volunteer opportunities.

4.4.b

Encourage community groups to get involved and hold their meetings in
local park facilities.

4.4.c

Develop a park steward program modeled on the Trail Stewards to put
more eyes on the parks and clarify reporting of any issues.

4.4.d

Form a Tree Commission advisory group to build advocates for San
Antonio’s urban forest. Consider other areas where citizen advisory and
advocacy groups may benefit the entire parks system.
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Objective 4.5 Management, maintenance, operations, and safety provide a
high-quality, accessible, and affordable experience to every user.
4.5.a

Develop responsive standards for maintenance at parks with more and
less intensity of use, recognizing that parks serving more people due to
local density or attractive features/events will require more maintenance
resources.

4.5.b

Implement a proactive replacement program, based on life-expectancy,
for critical systems and features.

4.5.c

Continue to support affordable programs, including those that are free and
low cost, and consider adding premium options (with higher cost recovery
expectations) to expand services where appropriate.

4.5.d

Identify strategic opportunities for revenue generation, priced at
reasonable costs to the public, to fund enhanced services or programming
in the system.

Objective 4.6 Investment in indoor facilities is maximized through multiple
uses across the morning, day, and evening hours.
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4.6.a

Develop indoor facilities for maximum flexibility. Each building should be
able to accommodate meetings, messy art spaces, fitness, exercise, and
more.

4.6.b

Strategically schedule programming and events for different user groups
at times that maximize facility utilization.

4.6.c

Identify additional complementary uses across public agencies, such
as expanding shared senior services and recreation facilities, that
demonstrate efficient use of public resources though high utilization of
expensive indoor spaces.

SA PARKS SYSTEM P L A N

CHAPTER 4: OUR GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND ACTIONS

SAN PEDRO CREEK CULTURE PARK
The City of San Antonio, Bexar County, and the San Antonio River Authority are working together to create a
unique natural and cultural greenspace along San Pedro Creek. In the water, the wider and deeper channel
will protect against flooding while plantings and low-impact development features enhance the water
quality.
At the edge of the creek, where evidence of indigenous people lived goes back over 12,000 years and
where the Spanish first established what would become San Antonio, this park celebrates the past, while
creating new opportunities for living, working, and playing in the city.
This park highlights how one project can contribute to multiple City and partner goals through quality
design.
SA: Working together for function and beauty at the heart of San Antonio!
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