MAYOR’S TASK FORCE ON PRESERVING DYNAMIC AND DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS
MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2015
3:30 PM
MEDIA BRIEFING ROOM

Members Present: Mayor Ivy R. Taylor, Chair
Councilmember Roberto C. Trevifio, District 1
Councilmember Rebecca Viagran, District 3
Councilmember Rey Saldafia, District 4
Councilmember Shirley Gonzales, District 5
Dr. Christine Drennon
Jackie Gorman
Nettie Hinton
Richard Milk
Rod Radle
Susan Sheeran

Members Absent: Maria Berriozabal, David Adelman

Staff Present: Councilmember Alan Warrick II, District 2; Carlos Contreras,

Assistant City Manager, Colleen Swain, dssistant Director, C CDO;
Mike Etienne, Director, East Point; Michael Taylor, Interim
Assistant Director, DPCD; Lori Houston, Director, CCDO; Melody
Woosley, Director, DHS, Richard Keith, Assistant Director, DHS;
Edward Guzman, City Attorney’s Office; Francesca Caballero, Office
of the Mayor; John Stevens, OHP; Aurora Perkins, CCDQ; Sarah
Esserlieu, CCDO: Angela Cardona, District 3 Derek Roberts,
District 2; Christopher Lazaro, DPCD; Lisa Lopez, Office of the
City Clerk

Others Present: Page Graham, Rivard Report; Krystine Ramirez, Kaufman & Killen;
Cosima Colvin, FRED, Arturo Trejo, Southwest Worker’s Union

Call to Order
Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order.

1. Approval of minutes from the January 16, 2015 meeting of the Task Force on Preserving
Dynamic and Diverse Neighborhoods

Lisa Lopez reported the corrections made regarding the date noted on the minutes, and the absence of
Councilmember Saldafia.

Councilmember Saldafia noted the correction of David Adelman’s name.

Richard Milk noted that the request for research regarding feasibility of Inclusionary Upzoning was not
referenced in the minutes.

Councilmember Saldafia moved to approve the minutes as amended. Susan Sheeran seconded the motion.
Motion carried by those present.

Briefing on:

MTFPDDN
2015.01.29

Page 1 of 5



2. Tenant Council Program Design.

Richard Keith reported that a Tenant Council is typically established by the residents of an apartment complex
as a way to address issues with the Landlord. He noted that this can sometimes yield faster results for the
Tenants. He cited the work performed by Texas Low-Income Housing Information Service (TxLIHIS) who
advocate for affordable housing. He spoke of the Austin Tenant Council that advocates for social justice in
Housing and functions as a Fair Housing Program. He stated that HUD provides for funding for Fair Housing
Services to City and County Governments under CDBG Grants and to non-profit organizations under the Fair
Housing Assistance Program (FHAP) and the Fair Housing Initiatives Program (FHIP). He discussed the Fair
Housing Council of Greater San Antonio and the City of San Antonio’s Fair Housing Counseling Program that
provide the same type of services as the Austin Tenant Council. He noted that these programs provide Fair
Housing Education in the community, seek to resolve tenant/landlord disputes; and provide referral
information for other relevant services. He stated that the City also provides Foreclosure Prevention
Counseling; Financial Literacy and Predatory Lending Education; and Home Equity Conversion Education. In
cases of displacement, he stated that DHS Counselors assist families in identifying available housing and
provide limited financial assistance. He reported that their recommendations are: 1) Consider designating the
Fair Housing Counseling Program and Fair Housing Council of Greater San Antonio as resources to residents
that are impacted by investment in Inner City Neighborhoods; and 2) Have an evaluation provision to review
the demand for services and capacity as it stands after a year of providing services.

Christine Drennon inquired about the number of Staff; Mr. Keith responded that there are six employees with
the Fair Housing Counseling Program and five employees with the Fair Housing Greater Council of San
Antonio. He outlined their process in dealing with renters who are evicted. Ms. Drennon requested further
discussion on additional services that could be provided.

Councilmember Trevifio cited the importance of notification after a Zoning change and how the information is
communicated.

Nettie Hinton inquired how the citizens know that these Organizations exist. Carlos Contreras emphasized the
importance of outreach and communication.

Councilmember Saldafia cited an incident in his District whereby a Tenant was having issues, but they were
uncertain where to refer the Tenant to. Mr. Keith stated that they work closely with the non-profit network so
that they could provide referrals for them. He acknowledged that they do a lot of outreach in the community
and conduct presentations to Landlords and Renters.

Councilmember Trevifio stated that most people feel that they cannot reach out to the different City
Departments. He cited an example of a citizen who felt intimidated by the City and other City Agencies in
general; therefore, he noted the importance of how they are communicating with the public and having more
outreach in the community.

Ms. Hinton inquired whether the City Departments have worked with the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Mr. Keith stated that they would be interested in developing a
referral relationship with the NAACP.

Rod Radle cited the possibility of modifying the name of the City’s Fair Housing Counseling Program to
resonate more with the different services that they provide. He commented that he has worked for a Non-
Profit Agency for many years and acknowledged that there has never been any outreach from this City
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Program. Before making a recommendation, he suggested that they look at the issues that the Austin Tenants
Council deals with in comparison to the two City Programs.

Ms. Sheeran commented there may be a perception that people do not have a voice; therefore, she suggested
that whatever is created by the Committee needs to have a connection with the community. She cited a
personal Zoning Issue she is going through in her neighborhood and expressed her sentiments that she feels
that she does not have a voice.

Councilmember Saldafia noted the importance of having representation from the community in the work that
might happen. Mr. Keith spoke of the work of the Fair Housing Council, and stated that they have a staff of
six and a service area expanding out of San Antonio.

Jackie Gorman entered the meeting at this time.

Mr. Radle emphasized the importance of obtaining information about what is being done by the entities
referenced in this discussion and the types of issues that they are dealing with. Councilmember Viagran noted
the importance of adding a component regarding notification. Mayor Taylor inquired about what other cities
are doing with regard to their notification process because of the challenges that they might face in reaching
out to people.

In response to Councilmember Saldafia, Mr. Keith explained the work of Tenant Councils. and commented
that the Austin Tenant Council has been functioning as a Fair Housing Organization for the last 20 years, and
not as a classic Tenant Council. Melody Woosley added that there does not appear to be an organization that
does this in San Antonio and acknowledged that they could research this matter further.

3. Follow up discussion on legal issues with Rent Control and Inclusionary Housing Policies

Edward Guzman informed the Committee that he was asked to provide background and guidance regarding
Inclusionary Housing Policies. He explained that Inclusionary Zoning generally refers to a Governing Entity
of a Municipality requiring Districts to include a certain percentage of affordable housing. He stated that some
municipalities in Texas were pushing this in early 2000, but the 2005 Legislature took action that prohibited
municipalities to make such mandates. As such, he reported that Inclusionary Housing is not permitted in
Texas. He reported that the City has flexible Zoning and Bonus Density in the Uniform Development Code
(UDC) that allows Developers to include a certain percentage of affordable housing, but this is a voluntary
approach and it is not mandated by the City. He cited a program in Austin and Dallas that provides them with
Homestead Retention Reinvestment Zones. He explained how this process works, and noted that they could
provide more information if it is an option that they would like to consider. Discussion ensued regarding this
particular option.

Mr. Guzman stated that they cannot engage in Contract Zoning as it is not permitted under State Law. He
stated that Texas is one of the harshest states in relation to Property Laws. Mr. Radle commented that it may
take a series of Legislative Sessions to make changes for San Antonio.

Mr. Milk inquired whether there was a policy across the board that outlines criteria that would make them
eligible for certain zoning classifications. Mr. Guzman replied that there was Flexible Zoning and Special Use
Permits; but reiterated that the City cannot engage in Contract Zoning.

Mr. Guzman reported that Rent Control is prohibited in Texas except in the case of a housing disaster. He
noted that only during such time can a Municipality declare a Rent Control Program, but it must be approved
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by the Governor. He noted that in this instance; it is only a temporary measure that will last for the duration of
the Disaster Declaration.

In response to Councilmember Saldafia, Mr. Guzman explained how other states utilize Rent Control, noting
that there were different models and ways that it could be implemented but it would depend on the geographic
location. He commented that it was a useful tool, but difficult to implement.

Mr. Radle noted that it may be advantageous for the City’s Leadership to discuss the issue of Inclusionary
Zoning with Major Developers to try and agree to a deal that is acceptable. He stated that it would come down
to what the opt-out fee per unit is. He commented that they need to open up this discussion at some point so
that the issue of how they are going to deal with Workforce Housing in the long-term is dealt with. Mr.
Contreras noted that it is a difficult task. :

Mr. Guzman discussed Property Tax Exemption that is governed by the Texas Constitution. He noted that all
current Exemptions are amendments to the Constitution that were passed by the Legislature and approved
through a Statewide Vote. Ms. Gorman cited an excerpt regarding a Neighborhood Empowerment Zone, and
inquired whether they could use such tool to draft an agreement. Mr. Contreras stated that it was governed by
Local Government Code. Mayor Taylor suggested that they conduct more research regarding this topic.

4. Review regarding the draft of the Report to be presented to the Quality of Life Committee.

Lori Houston reported that they compiled a list of Short-Term and Long-Term recommendations based on the
discussions of the Task Force. She highlighted the Short-Term recommendations that include:

e Plan a Housing Summit in partnership with another organization to talk about some of the issues the
Task Force has addressed

e Develop a Relocation Assistance Policy that can be tied to projects that receive City Incentives

e Develop a Tenant Council or designate an Organization that already exists as a Tenant Council

e Create a Commission appointed by City Council that would track implementation of the
recommendations and monitor displacement and gentrification

Mrs. Houston highlighted the Long-Term recommendations that include:

e Explore ways to create an Inclusionary Housing Policy and tie it to something else other than
incentives, and come up with ideas that promote affordability in some of the Housing Projects that are
forthcoming

e Pursue an allocation in the 2017 Bond Program for Affordable Housing

e Develop a Policy for the creation of Alternative Housing Types which would require Code
Amendments

Mrs. Houston emphasized that this Report was still in draft, and she welcomed any suggestions or other
recommendations to include. She stated that they were seeking the Committee’s input of these
recommendations.

Mayor Taylor stated it was a great start in capturing the discussions the Task Force has had. She commented
that none of the recommendations referenced seemed to address the scenario that led former Mayor Castro to
create this particular Task Force. Mrs. Houston stated that the recommendation of the Tenant Council could
be a tool for Tenants to use. Mr. Radle recommended that owners provide notification to Tenants residing in
housing to be re-zoned.

MTFPDDN
2015.01.29

Page 4 of 5



Ms. Hinton expressed concern with the growing number of vacant lots in the Eastside, and building apartments
that low-income residents cannot afford. Mayor Taylor cited the delicate balance of growth, and expressed her
excitement of the new development in the Eastside. Ms. Gormon added that they have had several discussions
on income diversity. She noted the importance of having Housing Options in lower-income communities for
people with higher-incomes. Ms. Hinton expressed her concern that this would not happen and instead lead to
more displacement.

Mr. Milk recommended that in addition to Short-Term and Long-Term Goals; it would be helpful to have a
distinction between policy discussions that they have been having and the implementation tools that they are
proposing. He noted that there has been some consensus among key policy goals, and they want to encourage
revitalization. He spoke of the limited set of tools that they have. and cited the importance of preserving
Affordable Housing independent of regulatory tools. He stated that they could create institutions to help them
meet the goals of increasing Affordable Housing, such as Land Trusts. He noted that he wanted this included
in the report.

Councilmember Gonzales expressed her approval of including this in the Bond Program. Mr. Contreras
delineated the process of how information is disseminated to the community in this type of initiative. Mr.
Radle pointed out that the Austin Tenant Council can serve as a blueprint as they spent two years in raising
funds and educating the community. Discussion ensued regarding previous Bond Programs.

Ms. Sheeran asked if there were maps that show where Mobile Home Parks exist in the City so that they could
plan for the future. Mayor Taylor suggested the City perform an analysis of what is going on in the areas
around the locations of where these Mobile Home Parks exist.

Mayor Taylor requested that the Task Force review the Draft provided and submit comments to Dan Porter.
She noted that the next meeting would be February 3, 2015,

Adjourn

There being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted, &)J\‘Z . M

- Qﬁv R. Taylor, Mor

Lisa’ A. Lopez, Office of thé City Clerk
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