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San Antonio bike programs expanding
BY VIANNA DAVILA : DECEMBER 4, 2013 : Updated: December 5, 2013 10:06pm

SAN ANTONIO — The City Council will vote Thursday to accept more than $1 million in federal
grants for the city's bike share initiative, B-cycle, and to launch a new bike education program.

The money comes from federal Transportation Enhancement Program funds, which are
administered by the Texas Department of Transportation.

The city will also supply more than $278,000 in matching funds for the programs.

The money will allow the city to add more B-cycle stations, possibly up to 15. Those stations will
be installed over two phases in 2014, said Julia Murphy, the city's bike manager.

In August, B-cycle added 10 stations in nine locations, including Mission Espada. That brought
the total number of stations to 52 and the number of bikes to more than 420.

For a daily, weekly or yearly fee, anyone can check out the bikes, each of which is equipped with
a basket, a bell, lights and a lock. The bikes are fully adjustable to fit any size of rider.

The city was the first in Texas to adopt a bike share program. That was in March 2011.

The council also will vote to extend the contract with San Antonio Bike Share, which runs the B-
cycle program, and the company's lease in HemisFair Park.

A portion of the federal grant will go toward updating the San Antonio-Bexar County bike map
and creation of an interactive greenway trails map and companion promoting bike safety. San
Antonio has about 300 miles of bike infrastructure citywide, excluding the growing trails network.

Five cyclists have been killed in traffic accidents this year, Police Chief William McManus said.
Four were killed in 2012.
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The Downtown blog: Tour the city the B-cycle way
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