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The past months have presented new challenges as we’ve collectively navigated an unprecedented
worldwide pandemic, economic recession, and are experiencing the impacts of unaddressed systemic
racism. These issues have forced us to take a critical look at our priorities.
 

While we’ve maintained a full slate of projects from SA Climate Ready and are committed to an
aggressive, equity-focused roll-out, aligning these projects with current events is critical. As we’ve shifted
to new ways of engaging with residents and stakeholders, we want to ensure that there is a clear
understanding that sustainability and climate action are intrinsically linked to resiliency and caring of our
most vulnerable neighbors. In fact, there is a clear link between our response to our current challenges
and the goals and strategies found in SA Climate Ready.
 

As San Antonio’s temperatures have soared this summer, we are working across City Departments to
shore up our heat response plan while researching new technologies that may mitigate the urban heat
island. We’re also working on the 2019 Greenhouse Gas Inventory, which will help us measure progress
and analyze sector trends. In transportation, we continue to lay the groundwork for electric vehicles while
encouraging advancements in transportation demand management. Finally, we are leading by example
by preparing our first Municipal Building Energy Benchmarking Report and disclosing our building energy
use, and working with CPS Energy to make significant progress towards our 100% renewable energy goal.
 

This is just a small preview of the many other projects and policy considerations in our pipeline. We look
forward to working together to address the challenges that the next week, the next month, and the next
year will bring
 

Douglas Melnick, AICP, ISSP-SA, CNU-A

UPDATE :  SA  CLIMATE

READY  ADVISORY

COMMITTEES

NEWS

We are currently in the process of interviewing and
selecting candidates. If you are selected, we will be
reaching out with additional information in the next

few weeks. 
If you have any questions about the selection process

or the committees in general, please email Mina
Defee at  Minerva.Defee@sanantonio.gov

or 210-207-6323.
We appreciate your understanding and continued

commitment to this important work.A  GREETING  FROM  OUR

DIRECTOR
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PACE, or Property Assessed Clean Energy, is a financial tool
that incentivizes property owners to upgrade facility
infrastructure with low capital expenditure. On March 5,
2020, City of San Antonio City Council officially established
the PACE program within the city limits and has entered into
an agreement with the Alamo Area Council of Governments
(AACOG) to be the administrator. San Antonio is accepting
commercial PACE applications and will have a series of
workshops and outreach events to building awareness
among the building owners and the business community.
Using PACE financing to pay for eligible water conservation,
energy efficiency, resiliency, and distributed generation
projects will help kick-start the economy by creating much
needed jobs and contracts for the service industry.

Find more information about PACE and how to apply here.

NATIONAL DRIVE EV WEEK EVENTS

The Office of Sustainability will be partnering with the Alamo Area Council of Governments
(AACOG) to host Virtual Drive Electric Week September 28 – October 3. Virtual Drive Electric
Week will host a series of webinars on electric mobility. Registration information will be shared

on the Office of Sustainability’s social media accounts and through email by our Sustainable
Transportation Manager, Harley Hubbard (Harley.Hubbard@sanantonio.gov)

PACE 

(PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY PROGRAM)
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December
4th

Save the DateSave the DateSave the Date
SA Climate Ready

Forum 
More info coming soon!

Photo credit: mysanantonio.com 

https://www.sanantonio.gov/sustainability/Sustainable-Transportation/ElectricTransportation
https://www.sanantonio.gov/EDD/Development-Opportunities/Incentives/PACE
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/Sustainability/SAClimateReady/SACRReportOctober2019.pdf


The Mayor's Youth Engagement Council for Climate
Initiatives is being launched with the 2020/2021
academic year.  The Council will be led by EcoRise, an
organization that develops education programs and
curriculum around climate change, environmental
policy, and environmental justice. Students will
participate in extensive virtual learning opportunities,
sharpen their communication skills, and network with
other young professionals. Students will also study
sustainability and city planning and how they relate to
improving the community's health and well-being.   
Highly motivated high school students from all of San
Antonio, including historically underrepresented and
underserved communities, are encouraged to apply by
September 4. The application can be accessed here.

This initiative is funded by the Hollomon Price
Foundation through the American Cities Climate
Challenge, it furthers  ‘Educate & Empower" strategy.

Murray Myers is the Municipal
Sustainability Manager in the

Office of Sustainability. His current
responsibilities include assisting city

departments in making their
operations more sustainable and

aligning department objectives with
the CAAP. For over 10 years he has

worked on various sustainability
projects such as commercial

recycling ordinances, riparian zone
restoration, eliminating urban gas
drilling and climate action planning

in municipalities like Fort Worth,
Flower Mound and Dallas. He
specializes in heat mitigation

solutions and is a recent graduate
of the City of San Antonio’s

Innovation Academy. In his spare
time, Murray explores local trails,

watches Spurs games and is a
beginner at restoring antique

furniture.
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MAYOR'S YOUTH

ENGAGEMENT COUNCIL

FOR CLIMATE INITIATIVES

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 T
PR

.o
rg

 

http://www.facebook.com/COSAOfficeofSustainability
http://twitter.com/COSAsustainable
http://www.instagram.com/cosasustainability
http://www.linkedin.com/company/cosasustainability
http://www.pinterest.com/cosasustainability
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Sustainability
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6HhTSVTpb1Wx9NRRIN3sZ1bjCWAe3RZkWp9PUpPn9D4dEdw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6HhTSVTpb1Wx9NRRIN3sZ1bjCWAe3RZkWp9PUpPn9D4dEdw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc6HhTSVTpb1Wx9NRRIN3sZ1bjCWAe3RZkWp9PUpPn9D4dEdw/viewform

