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The Downtown Blog 

Keeping tabs on downtown San Antonio.

Big expansions for car share, B-cycle programs
Posted on 11/15/2012 by Benjamin Olivo 

Hertz on Demand

Demand for the Hertz on Demand car share program has grown to the point that the car rental company has boosted 

the number of vehicles in downtown S.A. to 23 — including the Nissan LEAF, the only electric vehicle in the fleet. 

There are now 12 locations to pick up/drop off the cars:

• 121 Soledad St. 

• 200 block Avenue A 

• Blue Star Arts Complex 

• City Hall annex lot (506 Dolorosa) 

• 203 Convent (at North St. Mary’s Street) 

• Convention Center (600 E. Market Street) 

• 100 block of Jack White Way 
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• 300 Labor St (at Refugio Street) 

• 1013 S. Flores St. 

• 300 Richmond Ave. (at Augusta Street) 

• 400 W. Houston St. (at North Laredo Street) 

• Weston Centre (412 Soledad) 

• Labor at Refugio streets 

• Villita and St. Mary’s streets 

*The program also is available at Trinity University.

Arnaud Simeray, national sales manager with Hertz, says more than 1,000 people have signed up for the program in 

San Antonio, including more than 200 city employees.

Hertz plans to introduce more electric vehicles into the S.A. car share market, but they will come as charging stations 

are installed. In March, the city agreed to reimburse Hertz $5,000 for the cost of installing the stations.

And in January, the City Council approved a $60,000, three-year contract with Hertz, using CPS Energy rebate funds 

the city has earned for energy-saving projects. In return, Hertz agreed to rent the spaces from the city for $100 each 

month.

It’s free to join and hourly rates range between $8-$12 depending on the make/model. Hertz on Demand covers gas 

(there’s a gas card inside the vehicles), maintenance, car washes and insurance. Visit Hertz on Demand/San Antonio 

for details.

Hertz on Demand began in March with three vehicles.

San Antonio B-cycle

The B-cycle program is scheduled to formally expand to the Mission Reach on Friday. 

Funded partly by the Federal Transit Administration’s Transit in Parks program, the 

expansion adds five stations to B-cycle San Antonio, which now totals 240 bikes and 30 

stations (according to its website) and extends from the Pearl, through downtown, down 

to Mission San Jose.

The new stations (from north to south): 

• Mission Concepcion (807 Mission Road) 

• Concepcion Park (600 E. Theo Ave.) 

• Mission Road (at Mission Parkway) 

• 800 VFW Boulevard 

• Mission San Jose (6701 San Jose Drive)

A news conference announcing the expansion is scheduled for Friday. B-cycle launched in March 2011 with 14 

stations.

— Benjamin Olivo

Have any downtown news, event info, hearsay, tips, celebrations, complaints, boastings, updates, breaking news, 

memories, old photos, etc.? Want to write a guest blog? E-mail me.

Follow the Downtown Blog on Twitter: twitter.com/mySA_downtown. And on Facebook

 
This entry was posted in Transportation. Bookmark the permalink. 
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Earlier this week, Arnaud Simeray, Hertz National Sales Manager for North America and Bill Barker 
from the City’s Office of Environmental Policy demonstrate the benefits of the new Nissan Leaf - an all 
electric vehicle - recently added to the Hertz On Demand car sharing program in San Antonio. 
(Photo, Angela Covo)
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Henry Cisneros es el nuevo presidente del consejo directivo de 
National Hispanic University (NHU). (Foto cortesía)

Pay-as-you-go cars in the Alamo City

Vea Reforma sanitaria pág. 8-A

Barack Obama. EFE/Archivo

Vea NHU pág. 2-A

National Hispanic University 
une a Henry Cisneros al 

Consejo Directivo 

Cabela’s to give 
$240,000 in free 
Black Friday gifts  

La reforma sanitaria, ante el reto de 
consolidarse en el nuevo mandato de Obama

(EFE).- La reforma promul­
gada en 2010 para dar cobertura 
sanitaria a más de 30 millones de 
estadounidenses que aún carecen 
de ella tiene vía libre para consoli­
darse en el segundo mandato del 
presidente Barack Obama, con el 
desafío de hacer que funcione y de 
que se aplique en estados en manos 
republicanas.

La ley para llevar a cabo la 
reforma del sistema de salud más 
ambiciosa en medio siglo recibió el 
visto bueno del Tribunal Supremo 
en junio y se salvó de la derogación 
con la derrota del candidato presi­
dencial republicano, Mitt Romney, 
en las elecciones del pasado 6 de 
noviembre.

Persiste, no obstante, la desin­
formación y la confusión sobre el 
contenido de la ley, así como la 
oposición de varios gobernadores 
republicanos a ponerla en marcha 
en sus estados.

El virnes vencía un plazo dado 
por el Gobierno federal para que 
los estados decidan si quieren 
regular por su cuenta a las compa­
ñías aseguradoras en su territorio 
y expandir la cobertura del pro­
grama Medicaid para personas de 
bajos ingresos o, por el contrario, 
prefieren que Washington lo haga 
por ellos.

Al menos 16 estados y el Distrito 
de Columbia han expresado ya que 
lo harán por su cuenta, la mayoría 
de perfil demócrata como Califor­
nia y Nueva York pero también 
algunos de tendencia republicana 
como Misisipi.

El jueves a última hora el De­
partamento de Salud anunció la 
ampliación de ese plazo hasta el 14 
de diciembre, sobre todo pensando 

en los gobernadores republica­
nos, algunos de los cuales habían 
pedido más tiempo para tomar una 
decisión.

“Estamos comprometidos a pro­
porcionar a los estados la flexibi­
lidad, los recursos y el tiempo que 
necesitan para ofrecer los bene­
ficios de la ley de salud al pueblo 
estadounidense”, indicó en una 
carta el Departamento de Salud.

Una de las tareas más impor­
tantes durante el segundo mandato 
de Obama será la de aumentar los 
esfuerzos para explicar la ley a 
una sociedad que permanece muy 
dividida y confundida al respecto.

No obstante, el apoyo a la dero­
gación de la ley está en su mínimo 
histórico tras la reelección de 
Obama.

Por Ana Cristina González
acgonzalez@laprensasa.com

El exalcalde de San Antonio 
y fundador de CityView, Henry 
Cisneros, fue elegido como presi­
dente del Consejo Directivo de 
National Hispanic University 
(NHU). 

Adicional a esto, Cisneros 
servirá como embajador de la 
universidad para ayudar a incre­
mentar la educación superior en 
los hispanos y otras comunidades 
multiculturales.

NHU es una universidad que 
ofrece clases universitarias en 
línea, y ha sido diseñada espe­
cialmente para latinos que por 
razones ajenas no pueden atender 
una universidad.

La universidad anunció recien­
temente la formación de un Con­
sejo Directivo que estaría com­
puesto por líderes en distintas 
partes de la nación, y uno de ellos 
fue Henry Cisneros representando 
a San Antonio.

De acuerdo al comunicado de 
prensa, el consejo de dirección 
servirá como embajada y propor­
cionará una manera estratégica de 
guiar a los estudiantes, y al sector 
público y privado.

“NHU tiene una fuerte fun­
dación educativa, un récord de 
éxito estudiantil comprobado y lo 
más importante, una meta noble 
que es el incremento de latinos 
graduados de universidad”, ase­
guró Cisneros.

Henry Cisneros cuenta con una  
considerable experiencia en el 
tema de educación. Asimismo, en 
su currículo se incluye su alcaldía 
en San Antonio y su labor como 
exsecretario del departamento de 
vivienda y desarrollo urbano de 
los Estados Unidos.

El ahora presidente del con­
sejo se ha mantenido activo en 
proyectos de desarrollo urbano de 
ciudades alrededor del país. 

Adicionalmente, el nuevo con­
sejo contará con la participación 
de Janet Murguía, presidenta y 
directora ejecutiva del Consejo 
Nacional La Raza (NCLR), con 
la intervención del presidente 
de Univisión, César Conde, con 
Ronald Blackburn-Moreno, presi­
dente de ASPIRA Association, y 
con Nely Galán, defensora latina 
y empresaria. 

“Estamos muy contentos de 
poder dar la bienvenida al distin­
guido grupo de líderes hispanos 
que formarán parte de la familia 
de NHU”, expresó Dr. David 
P. López, presidente de NHU. 
“Este nuevo grupo servirá como 
enlace entre la universidad y los 
estudiantes, el sector público y el 
privado”.

El grupo de líderes hispanos 
será de gran apoyo para incre­
mentar el acceso de educación 
superior en los latinos y en otras 
comunidades multiculturales.

“Mientras continuamos enfo­
cándonos en nuestro esfuerzo de 
expandirnos más por medio de 

By Emily Dietman

Cabela’s is celebrating the 
holiday shopping season on 
Black Friday  by presenting gifts 
valued at more than $240,000 
nationwide, to the first 600 shop­
pers in line at each of its U.S. re­
tail stores Friday, Nov. 23, 2012.

Early Black Friday shoppers 
at each Cabela’s retail store will 
enjoy games, entertainment, 
camp fires, camping donuts and 
coffee provided by our part­
ner Whataburger and have the 
chance to take home a Brown­
ing rifle, a Masterbuilt electric 
smoker, Nikon Pro binoculars, 
Bushnell Legend binoculars, a 
Cabela’s Realtree camo hoodie, 
or a Cabela’s gift card worth up 
to $100. 

The first 600 Cabela’s custom­
ers, ages 18 and older, will be 
given a mystery envelope con­

taining information about their 
gift. All gifts will be distributed 
randomly. Winners will be able 
to pick up their gift at the store 
immediately after store opening. 
Gun winners will be required to 
undergo a standard federal back­
ground check. 

All U.S. Cabela’s stores are 
scheduled to open on Black 
Friday, the Friday after Thanks­
giving, at 5 a.m., and remain 
open until 10 p.m. Store hours 
may vary by location.  For store 
locations, holiday hours and 
giveaway details and restrictions 
visit www.cabelas.com/stores.  
Extended hours will continue 
throughout the holiday season. 

Cabela’s stores will be closed 
on Thanksgiving Day in order 
to allow employees a chance to 
enjoy the holiday with their fami­
lies.  Cabela’s customers will be 
able to shop on Thanksgiving 
Day at www.cabelas.com.  

By Angela Covo
angela.covo@gmail.com

Earlier this week, the City of 
San Antonio and the Hertz Cor­
poration announced an expansion 
of Hertz on Demand, the car-
sharing program that started in the 
Alamo City last March, with cars 
strategically available throughout 
downtown San Antonio and as far 
north as Trinity University.

The latest addition to the San 
Antonio fleet is a 100 percent 
electric car, the Nissan Leaf, 
which is clean, super-quiet and a 
joy to drive. The new car, which 
is available to every member of 
the Hertz On Demand program, 
is a giant leap for transportation 
technology because anyone who 
has a driver’s license (and a credit 
card) can sign up for the program 
and use any one of the 20 plus cars 
now. For now, the program only 
has one all-electric car available, 
but they may add more as the 
program grows.

According to the city, the Leaf 
produces no tailpipe pollution. 
Considering that the car doesn’t 
even have a tailpipe, muffler, 
radiator, fuel pump, transmission, 
crankcase, alternator or any other 
elements of a gasoline-powered 
automobile –I was surprised to 
find that I felt like I was in a real 
car as opposed to a souped-up golf 
cart, and the ride was absolutely 
luxurious and incredibly quiet for 
a compact vehicle.

Inside the car, things are a little 
different than the traditional gas-
powered vehicle – but it’s very 
easy to understand quickly and 
all the instructions are right there. 
If you have any concerns or need 
more help, an in-car concierge is 
available 24/7 to walk you through 
the simple steps.

With the expansion, San Anto­
nio continues to be on the cutting 
edge of being green by facilitating 
this program that allows people 
to use cars on an as-needed basis, 
paying as they go. And we are 
just the second Texas city to add 
a fully-electric vehicle to our car 
sharing program.

In fact, car sharing programs are 
exploding throughout the U.S. and 
are proving to be a viable alterna­
tive to the increasing cost of own­
ing and operating an automobile 

for those who live in urban areas. 
According to an article in Ener­
gies, research suggests that every 
car share vehicle takes about a 
dozen cars off the road because 
people find that they don’t need 
to own one.

Hertz provides an electric ve­
hicle charger at the car’s parking 
space in the Annex Lot at 500 
Dolorosa to “top off” the battery 
when the car is not being used. 
Even the plug used to charge the 
car is state-of-the-art, only adopted 
as a standard by the Society of 
Automotive Engineers in 2010. It 
will also work with the chargers 
provided throughout the city by 
CPS.

Bill Barker, senior management 
analyst, Sustainable Systems, with 
the city’s Office of Environmental 
Policy explains this is a boon to 
students, residents and guests to 
the city.

“We are really excited about this 
– every car share car takes 12 to 14 
cars off the road, college students 
can sign up for the program for 
free and it addresses the changing 
demographics in the city,” he said.

Mark P. Frissora, chairman and 
chief executive officer of Hertz, 
agrees.

“We’ve enjoyed a success­
ful partnership with the City of 
San Antonio, seeing member­
ship and usage continue to grow 
each month, and we’re pleased 
to expand Hertz On Demand to 
make it even more convenient and 
accessible to residents, visitors 
and workers throughout the city,” 
Frissora said.. “Hertz is bring­
ing the future of mobility to city 
residents with the addition of the 
Nissan Leaf Electric Vehicle while 
expanding our overall fleet to more 
than 20 vehicles and tripling the 
number of car sharing locations, 
allowing members to easily select 
the car they want and go.”

Arnaud Simeray, national sales 
manager for North America, was 
on hand for the test drive and to 
explain details of the program. He 
also demonstrated how the key fob 
that registered members get is used 
to open the car and start the rental.

“The Hertz On Demand pay-as-
you-go service has no membership 
fees or annual fees and provides 
members with 24/7 access to 23 
vehicles in at least 13 locations in 
the city’s downtown area. Hertz 
On Demand offers members a 
range of cars – from compacts, 
sedans and even SUVs – avail­

able both in parking lots and 
on on-street parking spots,” he 
explained.

So San Antonio-area residents, 
city employees and tourists can 
sign up for free online, reserve 
cars which can be picked up from 
one of Hertz On Demand’s several 
conveniently located hubs, and 
experience enhanced member ben­
efits offered by Hertz On Demand.

Hertz On Demand has no enroll­
ment fee or annual membership 
fees, and members can rent by the 
hour starting as low as $6.50/hour 
for the Chevy Sonic or Toyota 
Yaris or even take advantage of 
daily rates. There are plenty of 
options to choose from depending 
on your needs.

Also, all the cars in the fleet are 
equipped with Eileo technology 
and rental fee covers everything  
from gas, insurance, GPS turn-
by-turn navigation, 24/7 roadside 
assistance, 24-hour Member Care 
Center communication, to 180 free 
miles per day.

For more information, visit 
www.HertzOnDemand.com or 
www.hertz.com. For more in­
formation about San Antonio’s 
car share program, visit www.
sanantonio.gov. 




