
 
 
 

Important News from the San Antonio Metropolitan 
Health District (SAMHD) 
July 8, 2009 

This message will bring you an update on some important VFC related subjects.  
 
REINSTATEMENT OF THE 4-DOSE HIB SCHEDULE 
This information is being repeated from a prior Blast Fax Memo.   

On July 1, 2009, CDC reinstated the 4-dose Hib vaccine schedule to again include the 
Hib booster dose for children 12-15 months of age (basis series; 2, 4, & 6 mos).  Even 
though the vaccine manufacturers are able to support returning to the 4-dose Hib 
schedule, the CDC, ACIP, and SAMHD are stressing that at this time, supplies will not be 
sufficient to support any type of active recall or catch-up effort for those children whom the 
booster was deferred.  You will be asked to provide the booster dose of Hib to those 
patients at their next routinely scheduled visit or medical encounter.   
Providers are asked to include the additional dose (4th dose) of their respective Hib-
containing product in their next ordering cycle.  Please note if you are using Pentacel you 
should not be ordering the ActHIB product at this time. Current ActHIB supplies will not 
support this.  Although CDC revised SAMHD’s allocation for the Hib-containing products 
(ActHIB and Pentacel) in anticipation of return to the 4-dose schedule, the allocation for 
the ActHIB product was decreased for the month of July.  As a result, special or separate 
orders for Hib products should not be submitted.  If Pentacel® is is the only Hib-containing 
product available, it may be used as the booster doses even if the child has already 
received all the necessary doses of DTaP and IPV.  Vaccine Management will use 
historical data prior to the temporary suspension of the booster dose to monitor vaccine 
ordering to limit possible over-ordering situations.  For more information on the reinstated 
Hib schedule, and other questions about product usage, please consult the following CDC 
website:  
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5824a5.htm?s_cid=mm5824a15e
 
CDC has also produced a Q&A site for Providers at: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-
vac/hib/faqs-return-to-booster-hcp.htm
 
If you have any questions pertaining this information or have situations regarding 
scheduling and product usage, please contact Kenya Wilson (207-3974) or Anthony 
Johnson (207-4015) at the VFC Program.    
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