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Why Raise the Age?

e Nicotine is h|gh|y addiCtive and Sale of Tobacco Products by Age Supply of Tobacco to People
.. 17 years and younger
the adolescent brain is more
susceptible to it

* 95% of adult smokers began
smoking before they turned 21

 Only 2% of tobacco sold is
purchased by 18-20 year olds,
but that 2% supplies 90% of the % 180y o From othes courter
addictive tobacco to younger
people

2%




Increasing the Sale Age to 21
A Public Health Policy Solution

, A— e
* Delay age of first tobacco use and Tobacco 21 protects youth

reduce risk of becoming regular
SmOker People who have

not used tobacco
by age 21 are

* Help keep tobacco out of schools |[EEERREEsE

* Younger teens have harder time
passing themselves off as 21



Where is T21 already in place?
340+ Cities & Counties in'Y’4 ] States
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Needham Case History

-

Needham vs. Metro West
= S High School Smoking Rates

—s—Metro West
(16 surrounding
communities)

~ -42.6%

-48.1% -~ Needham

Current Cigarette Smoking
% reporting 30-day use
co

2006 2008 2010 2012
Year

Decreases noted on graph are % change between that year and 2006



Local Survey Results

5,447 individuals responded to our Tobacco 21 survey that
asked the question:

Blank 0.2%

Do you believe that the minimum
tobacco sales age should be raised
from 18 to 217

77.5% answered Yes

Yes 77.5%




The Coalition
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RAISE THE TOBACCO AGE IN SAN ANTONIO TO 21 @ deBeaumont
Reduce Youth Smoking & Addiction!



YOU'RE
INVITED

SAN ANTONIO TOBACCO 21
STAKEHOLDER MEETING

WHEN: MONDAY
NOVEMBER 13

TIME: 11AM - 1PM
LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED

WHERE: URBAN ECOLOGY
CENTER AT HARDBERGER
PARK 8400 NW MILITARY

HWY. SA TX 78231

EMAIL JERRY.SAAVEDRA@HEART.ORG

WITH ANY QUESTIONS
OR DIETARY RESTRICTIONS

Information & Education on T21

TOBACCO 21
TOWN HALL

THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO IS CURRENTLY CONSIDERING
A PROPOSAL TO INCREASE THE SALE ACE FOR TOBACCO
PRODUCTS FROM 18 TO 21. THE METROPOLITAN HEALTH

DISTRICT WILL BE HOLDINGC A TOWN HALL THAT IS OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC TO GATHER COMMUNITY FEEDBACK AND
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS.

THURSDAY e
NOVEMBER 16 203 5. 7. MARY'S

STREET, SVUITE 385,

9:30PM - 6:30PM =32,




Enforcement

e Metro Health will lead enforcement

* Will verify signage/training during routine
Inspections

* Unannounced compliance checks

 Random sampling used to determine locations of
retailers



Lessons Learned

* Work with advocacy community
* Open, honest, redundant communication

Lo

SAN ANTONIO

TOBACCO21

RAISE THE TOBACCO AGE

* K %

* “The community wants this”

e PUP

* Be prepared for retail pushback
* | believe the science...BUT...



Power of Policy
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For More Information

Visit our website
www.sanantonio.gov/tobacco21
Materials available for download and
Keep checking back - more posted soon

eighteen twenty-one |


http://www.sanantonio.gov/tobacco21

Thank you. Any Questions?

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
METROPOLITAN HEALTH DISTRICT

Colleen M. Bridger, MPH, PhD
Director




