
 
 
 

Mission Protection Overlay Zoning Districts 
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• Strategic Historic Preservation Plan (2009)  

• World Heritage Nomination 
– Recognition of  significance of  mission sites 

– Support from City as a partner in nomination 

• Began development in 2013 through 
stakeholder consultation 

 

Origins 
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• VP-1 Alamo Viewshed 

• Regulates height within a singular 
“photographic” view only 

Current Viewshed Ordinance 
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• Other examples / studies 
– Capitol Buildings in Austin, Madison and 

Sacramento 

– Georgetown, Colorado (natural views) 

– Seattle, Washington (multiple structures, sites 
and natural views) 
 

 
 

 

Other Examples 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=H_sPFV5RI_psRM&tbnid=QDufhct5NMwhCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.donateeggs.org/austin-tx/&ei=gtjoU5j8K8yqyASGwYDoBg&bvm=bv.72676100,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGmNR-lRADFQyJBSfN0NBNKBqg0Gw&ust=1407855097311899
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• Protect overall environment and setting 
for mission sites 

• Protect inward and outward views 

• Provide buffer for encroachment into 
Mission sites 

Goals for New Overlay 
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• Current base zoning and other overlays 
remain: 
– R4, R5, R6, FR (35’ / 2.5 stories) 

– RIO-4 (84’ / 7 stories) 

– RIO-5 (60’ / 5 stories) 

– RIO-6 (50’ / 4 stories) 

• MPOD will offer more stringent height 
controls based on proximity to Missions 

 

Existing Controls 
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How it Works 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proposed parameters
2° viewing angle
5.5 foot observation height
Point of origin 125 feet in front of each mission door
1,500 foot radius
Other factors to consider
Topography
Existing site conditions
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How it Works 
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How it Works 
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• Projects that may conflict with a MPOD 
will be required to perform survey from 
brass disk 

 

 
 

 

How it Works 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point of origin identified by brass disk monument
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MPOD-1 Mission Concepcion 
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MPOD-2 Mission San Jose 
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MPOD-3 Mission San Juan 
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MPOD-4 Mission Espada 
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2013 through 2014 - Stakeholder Meetings 

March 17, 2014 – 1st Public Meeting 

August 4, 2014 – 2nd Public Meeting 

August 20 – HDRC recommendation 

September 2 – Zoning Commission 

September 17 – Infrastructure and Growth 

 

 

Timeline 
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