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A Message from the Historic Preservation Officer

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

Shanon Shea Miller, AICP

The Power of Preservation Foundation hosted an amazing event to
celebrate the Grand Re-Opening of the Cool Crest Miniature Golf
Course in July. I want to thank all the local celebrities who
participated in the Celebrity Golf Challenge (Mayor Julián Castro,

District 1 Councilman Diego Bernal, Congressman Lloyd
Doggett, SAISD President Ed Garza, State Representative
Justin Rodriguez, Bexar County Commissioner Tommy
Adkisson, and former pro golfer Joe Conrad) and Ursula Pari for
emceeing the event. I especially want to recognize the hard work
and commitment of the Andry Family, who has breathed new life
into this cherished local landmark. The Cool Crest miniature golf
course is now open to the public, and this San Antonio institution
shines once again! Keep reading for a fascinating history of the
course and take a look at the photo album at the end of this
newsletter for pics from this fun evening! We hope you will join
PoP at the next social event at Period Modern on September 12 where we will celebrate the fashions and
furniture from the Mad Men era. It will be the perfect opportunity to find your PROM outfit! PROM is
just around the corner on October 24.
The fifth annual Historic Homeowner Fair is fast approaching! This year’s fair will take place on
Saturday, September 21, at the Pearl Brewery. This is our largest event of the year, and it is a fantastic
opportunity for historic property owners to connect with preservation professionals. The fair hosts a wide
range of vendors and exhibitors, as well as an exciting line-up of demonstrations and presentations on
preservation topics such as wood window repair, house history research, and more! We still have space
available for vendors and exhibitors, as well as volunteer opportunities, so be sure to get involved! Keep
reading for more details!
Finally, I’m pleased to unveil the new OHP logo (above). The logo promotes the overall City of San
Antonio brand while highlighting the unique mission of OHP. We are proud of it.
Happy Labor Day Weekend!
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Fifth Annual Historic Homeowner’s Fair

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

Mark your calendars now and make plans to attend the fifth annual
Historic Homeowner Fair, Saturday, September 21, from 9:30am-3pm!
This free event brings homeowners together with preservation experts,
City departments, and knowledgeable trades people to discuss how to
care for and maintain your historic home.
This year’s fair will be held at the beautiful Pearl Full Goods Building.
Home to numerous shops, restaurants, and a Saturday morning farmers
market, the Pearl is an excellent example of the successful adaptive
reuse of a historic site. This venue will offer a fresh, outdoor setting and
will provide vendors with an excellent location, ensuring more foot
traffic and an increased exposure to reach a broader audience.

Exhibit Your Product or Service at the Historic
Homeowner Fair!
Do you provide a product, information, or service useful to
homeowners or residents interested in owning a historic home?
Exhibit at this year’s Homeowner Fair and reach hundreds of
potential customers in one day. Exhibitor space is limited and
potential vendors should register soon! Booth registration fee is
just $75 and registration forms are due by Wednesday, September
4. Additional information is available on our website at
www.sanantonio.gov/historic and by contacting Sara Luduena at
210.207.4680 or sara.luduena@sanantonio.gov.

Get Involved! Become a Historic
Homeowner Fair Volunteer
Your participation in the Historic Homeowner Fair will
further preservation education and awareness in San
Antonio and help protect the unique character of the city
we are all proud to call home. For information on
volunteer opportunities please contact Elizabeth
Porterfield at 210.207.3327 or e-mail at
elizabeth.porterfield@sanantonio.gov
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Go! Historic SA Guided Running and Walking Tours

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

Our next Go! Historic Guided Tour will
feature the city’s historic Westside on
Saturday, September 28 from 9am12pm. This is the first time that we
have featured the Westside of San
Antonio. This area is rich with Hispanic
culture and history, and we will be
highlighting the architecture and stories
that make this area unique. This exciting tour will also include the
opportunity to go inside a select group of private residences!
Our guided tours are a great way to experience San Antonio’s historic sites and get fit. At various stops
along the routes, tour guides share stories behind the buildings, homes, neighborhoods, and parks of our
historic city. Different tours are offered throughout the year, so check out our calendar of upcoming 2013
tours! Registration is $15 and includes one of our new “Know This Place?” t-shirts. Register online
keyword “Go! Historic SA” or in person the day of the event. Be aware there is a service charge for
online registrations. For questions regarding the Go! Historic SA Guided Tours, please contact Nicholas
Fuqua at 210.207.0066.

Local News and Events_______________________
San Antonio Conservation Society Grant Program Now Taking Applications
August Events at Villa Finale
“Moonrise Over Monte Vista” Gala Announced
Monte Vista Fall Tour of Homes
Archaeology Day at Mission San Jose
San Antonio Missions World Heritage Nomination
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Featured Article____________________________
Cool Crest Miniature Golf – The Coolest Spot in Town

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

Elizabeth Porterfield
City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preservation

Looking for a fun outdoor activity with a vintage twist? Then you
won’t want to miss a stop at San Antonio’s iconic Cool Crest
Miniature Golf, recently restored and reopened!
Cool Crest, located atop a rise on Fredericksburg Road slightly
northwest of downtown, has long been a favorite gathering spot for
miniature golf enthusiasts of all ages. From childhood outings to first
dates, Cool Crest has played a significant role in San Antonio
entertainment for over 80 years. After a brief closure, Cool Crest
Miniature Golf is now back in “full swing.”
Cool Crest Miniature Golf is first referenced in newspaper articles in
1930, but the course may have initially opened in 1929. Once
advertised as “the Coolest Spot in Town,” Cool Crest is integrally
sited along the slope of a hill to capture prevailing breezes. Angled
pathways, streams and ponds, banana palms, and lush landscaping
meander along the naturally sloping terraces of the site.
Like most sports, miniature golf has evolved over the decades. In the
early 1900s “Garden Golf” was played on real grass as a shorter version of regulation golf. The 1920s
witnessed the emergence of the miniature golf craze with courses springing up all over the United States.
Garnet and Frieda Carter, owners of the Fairyland Inn on Lookout Mountain in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
are credited with promoting miniature golf in the 1920s on a national scale. Their “fairytale” miniature
golf course for kids, created in 1927, was wildly their development of the prefabricated Tom Thumb Golf
Course, patented in 1929. By mid-1930, there
were an estimated 25,000-50,000 miniature golf
courses constructed around the country with 4
million players. The courses generally featured
an 18-hole range with figures, obstacles, and
miniature buildings.
Despite this popularity, miniature golf dwindled
during the Depression years, with many courses
shutting down. Its comeback would dawn,
however, with the suburban age of the 1950s and
60s. Miniature golf flourished during the post
WWII automobile era, and courses became a
familiar aspect of roadside architecture at motels,
drive-in movie theaters, beaches, and other tourist
areas.

5

September 2013

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

Cool Crest Miniature Golf is exceptional for its continued operation through most of the 20th century as
well as for its naturalistic setting. Unlike many of the miniature golf courses of its time with whimsical
figures and themed settings, Cool Crest has always featured a lush, natural landscape nestled within the
sloping terrain of a small hillside. Although initially under different ownership in the early 1930s, Harold
and Maria Metzger were the long-time owners of Cool Crest who turned it into one of San Antonio’s
landmark entertainment venues. Reportedly Harold Metzger, owner of a trucking company in San
Antonio in the 1930s, played a game of miniature golf with a friend in Dallas and decided this was a
business venture to pursue. He leased the existing Cool Crest Miniature Golf Course in 1937 and set
about updating the site. Metzger incorporated a large neon sign along Fredericksburg Road that still
stands today. Metzger purchased the property after WWII, and a second 18-hole course was added in
1959-60. Maria Metzger continued to operate Cool Crest after her husband’s death in 1998 until 2008
when her health forced her to close the business. With the death of Maria Metzger in 2010, Cool Crest
faced an uncertain future.
Recently, Cool Crest has experienced a renaissance,
due to the efforts of the Andry family. The Andry
brothers, life-long San Antonio residents, purchased
Cool Crest Miniature Golf and carefully returned the
course to its former glory as a beloved San Antonio
entertainment spot. Cool Crest has now reopened
for miniature golf Tuesday through Sunday (closed
on Mondays). Special summer discounts are
available, and the outdoor patio can be reserved for
parties or events. Cool Crest is located at 1402
Fredericksburg Road. Additional information is
available at www.coolcrestgolf.com or by calling
210-732-0222.
Visit Cool Crest Miniature Golf and challenge
yourself on the two 18-hole courses. Enjoy the shade
of banana trees and the ripple of waterways as you
experience one of San Antonio’s most cherished
family fun spots!
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Preservation Partners _______________________
Mitchell Andry, a native San Antonian, Central Catholic High
School graduate, and a 31 year USAA employee, is a lifelong golf
fanatic, and he and his brothers are the current Cool Crest owners.
He loves San Antonio, its history, and culture, and he is ecstatic that
he has had a chance to be involved in the restoration and
preservation of a San Antonio icon. His hopes for the preservation
effort are not only to maintain and sustain the physical beauty of the
property San Antonians love but to maintain and pass on the
collective memory that people have of it.

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

State and National News______________________
Preservation Texas Annual Honors Awards
3D Preservation Implemented at Drayton Hall National Trust Historic Site
New Orleans City Hall To Occupy Charity Hospital
Miami Beach Preservationists Battle Glitterati Over Homes

Preservation Advocacy_______________________

Federal Historic Preservation Issues
Note from OHP: The mission of Preservation Action is to make historic preservation a national
priority by advocating to all branches of the federal government for sound preservation policy and
programs through a grassroots constituency empowered with information, training, and through direct
contact with elected representatives. What happens in Washington directly impacts the work we do at the
local level: grant funding to Certified Local Governments, Preserve America and Save America’s
Treasures programs, federal rehabilitation tax credit policy, etc. This feature is intended to provide
information to those who are interested about the status of current national legislative priorities within the
preservation movement. For more information about Preservation Action or current issues on the national
legislative agenda or for information about becoming a member, visit www.preservationaction.org or
contact Shanon Miller at shanon.miller@sanantonio.gov. Click here for the latest legislative updates
from Preservation Action.
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“Know this Place?” Contest!

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

If you can correctly identify this building in San
Antonio, e-mail Nicholas Fuqua at
nicholas.fuqua@sanantonio.gov. The randomly
chosen winner will be notified by Friday, September 6,
and will win a complimentary pass for two to one of
our popular Go! Historic SA Guided Tours. Please
put “Know This Place?” in the subject line of the email. Good luck!

Limited Edition “Know This Place?” T-Shirts
Get your Know this Place? t-shirt today! The OHP is offering the first in a new series of Know This
Place? t-shirts highlighting historic sites in San Antonio. This debut t-shirt, featuring the beautiful Aurora
Apartments, is only available while supplies last. Get it while it’s here! Look out for new designs in the
Know This Place? series. T-shirts are $15.00. Contact the OHP at 210.215.9274 for information or to
purchase yours today.
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Reporting Potential Violations to the Historic Building Enforcement
Officer
To help protect the City’s historic resources, residents are encouraged to notify the Office of Historic
Preservation’s Historic Building Enforcement Officer of potential violations. To report a concern:
1) Gather information. Be prepared to provide the address of the property in question and a brief
description of the potential violation or concern. Photographs are helpful, but not necessary.
2) Call 210.219.2093 or email Ron Meyers, Historic Building Enforcement Officer, at
ron.meyers@sanantonio.gov or OHP@sanantonio.gov during regular business hours (7:45 am
to 4:30 pm) to report your concerns. After-hours complaints should be registered by phone
through 311 or by email at OHP@sanantonio.gov.
3) You can report potential problems anonymously or provide contact information for follow-up.

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

Historic Structure Plaques
Historic Structure Plaques are available for purchase for individual
local landmarks and contributing properties within local historic
districts. These plaques visually identify properties and districts that
have been officially recognized by the City of San Antonio for their
architectural or historical significance. They are available for purchase
for $95 and are of cast aluminum with raised silver letters on a dark
grey background. The plaques are approximately 7½ inches in
diameter and ¼ inch thick. Fill out an application available on our
website or stop by our office to purchase yours today.

HPTV: Historic Preservation Television
HPTV is back with all new episodes!
See the show on TVSA Channel 21:
Tuesdays @ 9:00am
Wednesdays @ 1:00pm
Fridays @ 7:00pm
View current and past episodes of HPTV online at the OHP Website here (sorry, PC only). Recent
episodes include a look at the relocation of historic structures, including an 18th century Virginia log cabin
relocated to San Antonio in the 1950s! If you have a suggestion for a topic you would like to see covered
on HPTV, contact Nicholas Fuqua at 210.207.0066 or nicholas.fuqua@sanantonio.gov.
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Historic Design Guidelines Available

PRESERVATION NEWSLINK

We currently have hardcopies of our Historic Design Guidelines
available for purchase for $20 each. This is a useful tool for historic
property owners, contractors, and design professionals. Pick up your
copy from OHP staff at 1901 S. Alamo today! The guidelines are also
available to view and download for free on our website.

Office of Historic Preservation Online!
The Office of Historic Preservation is on Facebook!
Facebook is a great resource for promoting preservation
events and networking with other people in the community
interested in preservation topics. Go to Facebook and search
for “City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preservation”
and “Power of Preservation San Antonio.”

Follow us on Twitter
@SA_Preservation
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Subscribe to our
YouTube channel
Sapreservation
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An Evening at Cool Crest!
July 12, 2013

Villa Finale
Museum & Gardens

Calendar of Programs

August

August - September 2013

1 - Music for your Eyes tour (6:30pm-7:30pm)
Walter Mathis enhanced Villa Finale’s world of visual beauty by filling his home with the sounds of
music. Guests to his home were treated to a unique visit as they toured Villa Finale’s collections while
their ears were entertained by the musical delights of antique machines. In this popular tour, we recreate
this experience by treating today’s visitors to demonstrations of some of the rare music machines in the
Mathis collections including the automated 1921 Bechstein-Welte reproducing piano, located inside one of
the home’s lavish parlors.

$20.00 general
$15.00 members

22 - Opening reception - Somos San Antonio - We Are San Antonio: The Places That Once Were (5:30pm-7:30pm)
In celebration of Fotoseptiembre 2013, the Villa Finale Visitor Center will have a special communityparticipation exhibit called, Somos San Antonio - We Are San Antonio: Places That Once Were.
Residents of San Antonio were invited to enter photographs of locations around the city that are
important to them. Twenty-five of the best and most creative entries will be chosen for this special
exhibit. Come celebrate the work of these creative folks and experience locations around San Antonio
through their artistic eyes. (To find out how you can submit a photograph, visit our website www.
VillaFinale.org for details. Submission deadline is August 9th.)

FREE

September
14 - “I Spy ...” Scavenger Hunt (10:00am-12:00pm)
Bring your kids to the “I Spy …” Scavenger Hunt in the King William neighborhood! Kids will play
“detective” as they use photo clues on a “hunter’s map” to find places through the neighborhood to solve
puzzles and solve a hidden message. First, second and third place detectives will be awarded a special
medal. All detectives will get a pair of special binoculars and yummy refreshments at the finish line.
Don’t miss out on the fun!

FREE

This event is FREE. A parent or guardian must accompany children and sign a release form. The program
is designed for two age categories: kids 5 – 8, and 9 – 12 (each group receives age-appropriate activities).
Check-in begins at 9:30am at Villa Finale (401 King William). “Hunt” ends at Steves Homestead located
at 509 King William.
Space is limited. Pre-register to receive a “goody bag.” Please call Villa Finale Visitor Services at
(210) 223-9800 no later than Friday, September 13th at 12:00pm. This program is a proud collaboration
between Steves Homestead House Museum and Villa Finale: Museum & Gardens.

21 - A Curator’s Look at Villa Finale (10:30am-12:30pm)
The most common question Villa Finale gets during tours is, “who cleans all this?” A Curator’s Look
at Villa Finale answers this question and more. Curator Meg Nowack will give visitors an overview of
the daily maintenance it takes to keep the collections clean, what danger signs staffs in historic house
museums look for, and the process each piece goes through to become an official part of the museum’s
collection. This is a unique experience for the serious heritage site visitor.
For reservations or more information, please call Villa Finale Visitor Services
at (210) 223-9800 or visit www.VillaFinale.org. More programs added soon.
Join our email list and find us on Facebook!
Villa Finale • 401 King William • San Antonio, TX • 78204

$15.00 general
$10.00 members

Free Historic District
Neighborhood Landscape
Workshop & Tour
King William St.
Saturday, September 7

“Coffee & Compost”
9am-12n
Villa Finale Museum & Gardens
401 King William
Gardening & Landscape
Information
Plant Sale

10am Presentation



“Historic Landscapes
Can Be Water Efficient”
Steves Homestead River House
509 King William
Charles Bartlett
Landscape Designer
Greenhaven Industries

Guided walking tour follows the
presentation.
Self-guided tour information also available.

GardeningVolunteers.org

(210) 251-8101
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Center City Housing Tour
Tuesday September 17th 2013
Benefitting the 2013 Charitable Campaign
The Center City Development Office (CCDO) is hosting a Housing Tour of the
Lower Broadway area. Please join us on September 17th to visit some of the best
new projects in town! Tickets are $20 and include refreshments along the tour
and a reception with a silent auction afterwards. Contact Megan Wright at 2078031or megan.wright@sanantonio.gov for more
information and to reserve your tickets today.
This is a walking tour covering approximately 1.2
miles over the course of the tour, so please wear
comfortable shoes and weather appropriate
clothing.
Tour starts at 5:30pm and includes stops at the following
properties:
1221 Broadway
Can Plant Apartments at the Pearl Brewery
The Mosaic
Casa Blanca Lofts
1800 Broadway
The tour ends with a reception at 1800 Broadway and
includes a Silent Auction

A BIG thank you goes to all the
participating developers who are letting
CCDO showcase their projects. All
proceeds benefit the 2013 Charitable
Campaign.

PARK(ing) Day is Friday, September 20, 2013
Together the Center City Development Office and Downtown Alliance/Centro Partnership
seek creative folks to participate in the City of San Antonio’s 2013 PARK(ing) Day
celebration, an international event in which metered parking spaces are transformed into
engaging “parks” for one day of the year. Have a great idea for transforming a parking space
into a park? Park(ing) Day is your chance to showcase it! For more information and an
application
to
sponsor
a
space
visit
CCDO’s
website:
http://www.sanantonio.gov/ccdo/NewsAndEvents
What is PARK(ing) Day? PARK(ing) Day is an annual opensource global event where
residents, artists and activists collaborate to temporarily transform metered parking spaces
into “PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public places. The mission of PARK(ing) Day is to call
attention to the need for more urban open space, to generate critical debate around how
public space is created and allocated, and to improve the quality of urban human habitat … at
least until the meter runs out!

Original concept by Rebar. www.rebargroup.org
Source: http://parkingday.org
A sponsor is: A community group, organization, City department, or other business that
“sponsors” a metered parking spot and is responsible for creating a small park in that
space. Interested in sponsoring a spot? For more information, contact Megan Wright,
megan.wright@sanantonio.gov or 210‐207‐8031
Examples from other parking days – let your creativity shine!

Go! Historic Guided Tour of the Westside
Saturday, September 28, 2013
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Mexican American Unity Council Building
Community Room
2300 W. Commerce St.

Join us and our community partners for an exciting walking and running tours of
San Antonio’s historic Westside! The Westside is rich with culture and history, and
we will be highlighting the architecture and stories that make this area unique. At
various stops along the routes, tour guides will share stories behind the buildings,
homes, and neighborhoods of the Westside. This tour will also include the
opportunity to go inside a select group of private residences! Registration is $15
and includes one of our new “Know This Place?” t-shirts. Register online at
www.active.com keyword “Go! Historic SA” or in person the day of the event.
For more information contact:
Elizabeth Porterfield
Office of Historic Preservation
210-207-3327
elizabeth.porterfield@sanantonio.gov

Saturday, September 28 @ 9am – Historic Westside Tour
Join us for a guided tour of San Antonio’s historic Westside!
Meet at the Mexican American Unity Council (MAUC) at
2300 W. Commerce St. Free parking will be available.

90 minute run or walk led by a tour guide with stops at historic points of interest.
Runners and walkers of all skill levels are encouraged to participate. Participants will be divided into small
groups based on running or walking preference.
Please bring your own water bottles. Restrooms and water will be available at the starting point.
Tour is $15.00 (checks payable to City of San Antonio)
To register by mail, please complete all portions of this registration form and return to:
The Office of Historic Preservation, 1901 S. Alamo, San Antonio, TX 78204
For more information visit www.sanantonio.gov/historic/ or call 207-7925.
Or register online www.Active.com keyword “Go! Historic SA.”
A service fee will be charged for online registrations.
Participant Information **All participants in the run/walk must complete their own form**
First Name: _________________________ Last: ________________________ Date of Birth: ____/____/________
Age: ______

E-mail:________________________________

Phone #: ______________________________

Please circle one Runner

Gender: M F
Walker

Emergency Contact Name: ____________________________ Contact’s Phone #: __________________________
PLEASE READ THIS WAIVER AGREEMENT CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING. THIS WAIVER AGREEMENT WILL AFFECT YOUR LEGAL
RIGHTS AND WILL LIMIT OR ELIMINATE YOUR ABILITY TO BRING A FUTURE LAWSUIT.
Event Participation, Waiver and Hold Harmless Agreement
I understand that my consent to these provisions is given in consideration of the acceptance of this registration and for being permitted to
participate in this event. I am a voluntary participant in this event, and in good physical condition. I know that this event is a potentially hazardous
activity and I hereby assume full and complete responsibility for any injury or accident which may occur during my participation in this event or
while on the premises of this event, and I, and anyone entitled to act on my behalf, hereby release and hold harmless and covenant not to file suit
against the City of San Antonio, its officers, directors, agents, volunteers, employees, affiliates, any race sponsors and their agents and
employees, and all other persons or entities associated with this event (the “releasees”) from any loss, liability or claims of any kind I may have
arising out of my participation in this event, including personal injury or damage suffered by me or others, whether same be caused by falls,
contact with participants, conditions of the course, negligence of the releasees or otherwise. If I do not follow all the rules of this event, I
understand that I may be removed from participation. I agree to abide by any decision of a race official or sponsor relative to my ability to safely
complete the run. I give my full permission to the City of San Antonio and its Affiliates and their sponsors to use any photographs, videotapes, or
other recordings of me that are made during the course of this event.
Participant Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _______________________
*If participant is under 18 years of age, the signature of a parent or guardian is required.
Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________________Date: ___________________
Registration forms will not be accepted without a valid signature

Saturday, October 12, 2013
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Free
Exploring, Discovering, Learning through Archaeology

A

2013 Monte Vista Home Tour

Celebrating 40 years of preservation! Saturday, October 26th, 10.00 am - 5:00 pm

A guided tour of five of San Antonio’s most distinctive historic residences,
hosted by the Monte Vista Historical Association. Enjoy some of the greatest
architecture and interior design in the city!Tickets $20 in advance at www.

montevista-sa.org or at On Main/Off Main, 120 W. Mistletoe.
($25 on the day from On Main/Off Main or any of the homes on the tour)

Don’t miss “Moonrise over Monte Vista”

A Gala Evening Celebrating 40 years of Preservation

Save the date NOW! – Friday, October 25th
at the home of
Jill Torbert and Vincent R. Johnson
124 West Gramercy, San Antonio, Texas 78212
8:00 to 10:30 pm, Friday, October 25th, 2013
Black Tie or period costume

www.montevista-sa.org

