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With early voting starting
next week, the campaign for
U.S. House District 23 has taken
a bitter turn with the two sides
exchanging charges of ethics
violations and questionable
supporters.

Backers of U.S. Rep. Will
Hurd, R-Helotes, are claiming
one of the endorsements that
Democrat Pete Gallego has
touted came from a registered
sex offender.

The assertion closely follows
the filing of two Federal Elec-
tion Commission complaints
against Hurd saying he violated
House rules by including offi-
cial footage of a House commit-
tee hearing in one of his TV
ads.

The crossfire comes during a
relentless TV air war in which
the two candidates, and third-
party supporters, are pummel-
ing the other side with charges

that sometimes are rated false
or mostly false by PolitiFact.
Gallego has been tying Hurd to
GOP presidential candidate
Donald Trump, while Hurd
slams Gallego as a Washington
insider who was a failure as
Hurd’s predecessor in Congress.

The race to represent the
29-county district, spanning
600 miles from San Antonio to
El Paso, is considered a toss-up
and is one of the costliest and
most contentious congressional
races of 2016.

Amid the feuding, this week

Hurd scored a double hit as he
picked up the endorsements of
the San Antonio Express-News
and the El Paso Times. But

Gallego’s campaign countered
with claims that Hurd was
ignoring House rules to gain 

Mudslinging thick in District 23
Race marked by negative television ads
By John W. Gonzalez
STAFF WRITER VOTE 2016
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Pete Gallego is tying Will
Hurd to Donald Trump. 

Juanito M. Garza / San Antonio Express-News

U.S. Rep. Will Hurd says his
challenger failed in Congress. 

District 23 continues on A4

State Rep. Laura Thompson,
an independent who won a
special election earlier this
year and is up for re-election in
less than three weeks, turned
herself in Thursday on a fami-
ly violence charge stemming
from a past incident, according
to officials.

Thompson, who represents
Texas House District 120, was
wanted on an outstanding
warrant for a Class A misde-

meanor charge
of assault with
bodily injury to a
family member.

“She’s in-
nocent,” said
Lisa Jackson, a
spokeswoman
who described
Thompson as a

“law-abiding citizen.”
Thompson was in jail for

less than an hour before bond-
ing herself out, officials said.

“In the state of Texas, any-
one can make allegations.
Nothing has been proven,”
Jackson said.

Thompson, 59, is the first
independent to serve in the
Texas Legislature in more than
50 years. 

She faces Barbara Gervin-
Hawkins, a Democrat, in the
Nov. 8 election. The seat was
previously occupied by long-
time state Rep. Ruth Jones
McClendon, a Democrat.

A warrant was issued for
Thompson’s arrest in 2013 but
was never executed, according
to online court records. The
incident occurred in Septem-
ber 2012.

Jackson said a “concerned
citizen” contacted Jackson and
told her Thompson would be
arrested Thursday.

“This is a charge from 2012
that Rep. Thompson was un-
aware of, once she was made
aware — because she is a law-
abiding citizen — she went
down immediately and turned
herself in,” Jackson said.

Hawkins said Thompson’s
turning herself in may have
just been a political strategy. 

“This is one of the biggest
publicity stunts I could imag-
ine,” Hawkins said. “I’m pre-
pared to get to the finish line
and they’re coming out with all
this stuff, getting her into the
media at any cost.”

jbeltran@express-news.net
Twitter: @JBfromSA

Thompson
responds to
old arrest
warrant
By Kolten Parker
and Jacob Beltran
STAFF WRITERS

Thompson

Legendary San Antonio
broadcast voice Ricci Ware, a
staple of both rock ’n’ roll and
news talk radio for more than
half a century, died Friday. He
was 79.

Ware was inducted into both

the San Antonio and Texas
radio halls of fame.

His last broadcast gig was as
a talk show host on KTSA, the
station he called home for most
of his radio career. 

He was one of the airwaves’
most outspoken conservatives
— even raising the flagging
spirits of Barbara Bush during
a 1992 radio hookup with the

then-first lady. National polls
may not have favored a George
Bush win over Bill Clinton that
year, but Ware informed her
that a KTSA straw poll was
overwhelmingly pro-Bush,
adding: “Yup, there’s no doubt
in my mind that George is
going to whip ‘Slick Willie.’ ” 

Between his gigs on KTSA, 

RICCI WARE 1937-2016 A recent
photo of
Ricci Ware
(right) with
his son Trey,
who, like his
dad, is a
popular San
Antonio
radio
personality.
The elder
Ware died on
Friday.

Courtesy of Trey Ware

Radio icon had half-century career 
By Jeanne Jakle 
and Hector Saldaña
STAFF WRITERS

Ware continues on A4

No one stirred at the sound
of clacking pool balls at the
Doris Griffin Senior One-Stop
Center recently, but heads
turned when the namesake of
the center walked into the
building to check on their well-
being. 

Wearing a purple outfit and
high-heel shoes, Griffin held
out her arms as members clus-
tered around the longtime
advocate for seniors as if she
were a Hollywood celebrity.
Maria Diaz, 62, sidled up for a
photo with Griffin, whom she
thanked for always looking out
for San Antonio’s older resi-
dents. 

“That lady, we love her!”
Diaz said to passers-by. 

Diaz is among the first wave
of seniors who have flocked to
the 22,000-square-foot center
since it opened in January 2015.
Located in District 7, at 6157
N.W. Loop 410, it’s one of nine
comprehensive senior centers
the city has built for people 60
and older. 

The health and wellness
center close to Ingram Mall is
open from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday. The
city and the WellMed Charita-
ble Foundation collaborated to
create the site that offers a
range of free services. 

Each day, 200 to 350 people

visit the Northwest Side center
to use workout equipment, do
tai chi and yoga, use computers
to get on the internet, eat
healthy lunches and enjoy
camaraderie with other mem-

bers. 
“This gives them something

to do; they’re not isolated,”
Griffin said. “They come and
make lifelong friends here.”

Photos by Jerry Lara / San Antonio Express-News

Doris Griffin (right) visits with Maria Diaz, a member of the Northwest Side center for senior citizens named for Griffin. The
one-stop center, which opened in January 2015, serves more than 5,000 people age 60 and older. 

Griffin’s work cheered
Senior citizens advocate visits center named for her
By Vincent T. Davis
STAFF WRITER

Fitness instructor Heather Stanley leads an aerobics class at the one-stop health and wellness
center at Ingram Park Plaza. Exercise classes there have led to substantial weight loss for some. 

Seniors continues on A4
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Ware and Jud Ashmore helm-
ed a rowdy morning program
for a decade in the ’70s and
’80s on old country station
KBUC. On the duo’s infamous
“Ricci and Jud Show,” they
regularly raised the blood pres-
sure of local liberals and made
headlines by picketing City
Hall over hot-button issues.

“Ricci was a rock star,” Ash-
more recalled. “He was totally
unpredictable, very honest. He
called it like he saw it.”

Ashmore, also a television
weatherman for many years,
recounted a time when Ware
filled in for him on TV. “One
night he walked in with a pis-
tol on each hip and went out
and did the weather. He took
those guns out — they had
blanks — and he took one of
those damn guns out and fired
at the weather screen. He got
everybody’s attention that way.
He was a master at that. ”

Ware may have cemented his
reputation in talk, but he got

his start as a disc jockey. He
was hired out of Austin by
KTSA in the late ’50s. He,
along with Bruce Hathaway,
quickly became household
names during the station’s rock
’n’ roll heyday of the ’60s.

“He shouldn’t be dead. He
and I should just now be get-
ting out of prison for all the
fun and happiness that we
had,” Hathaway said. “He was
one of my dearest friends, and
we raised hell. We were like
brothers. It’s just a sad day.”

Musician Augie Meyers
recalled the salt and the pepper
that was Ricci Ware.

“We used to play his record
hops back in the ’50s,” said
Meyers, who was part of teen
combo the Goldens before the
Sir Douglas Quintet hit it big
with “She’s About a Mover.” 

“We were all great friends.

He’d call Sir Douglas Quintet
‘Oh, my boys from Texas.’ ”

That changed, however,
when the band was busted for
marijuana possession in Cor-
pus Christi in late ’65.

“After we got popped in
Corpus, he was, ‘Oh, man.
They ain’t my boys no more.’
He broke our records on the
radio. But we talked through
the years. We always remained
friends. He was a power-
house.”

Even radio competitors
loved him. Former KEDA per-
sonality Ricky “Guero Polkas”
Davila recalled the days in the
late ’50s and early ’60s when
Ware promoted dances.

“He helped everybody,” Da-
vila said. “He played the Sun-
glows ‘La Cacahuata’ polka. He
played that on KTSA!”

Ware also was considered a
founding father of racing in
San Antonio. He had a passion
for motor sports and famously
voiced commercials for Alamo
Dragway and San Antonio
Raceway.

Driver and motor sports
expert Bruce Mabrito recalled

fun times during the ’70s at
Pan American Speedway, the
track Ware operated in north-
east Bexar County.

“I raced there a lot,” Mabri-
to, said, recounting that Ware’s
wife, Mimi, handed out prize
money on Saturday nights. “He
had an effervescent person-
ality. … He made racing fun,
exciting, and the fans loved it.”

Ware shared his love of fast
cars with sons Ricci Ware Jr.
and Trey Ware, now a KTSA
morning talk host. 

Trey Ware, who co-hosted
with his dad for many years,
posted a farewell to his father
on Facebook.

“My hero returned home to
his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ this morning. My dad,
Ricci Ware, was my hero in
every sense of the word,” he
wrote. 

“He was a one-of-a-kind
talent who had the natural
ability to make you laugh and
feel better about life in all cir-
cumstances. He could also
cause you to think — deeply.”

jjakle@express-news.net

WARE
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A photo of Ricci
Ware from the
mid-1980s. A
conservative, he
would often
picket City Hall
over hot issues. 

political advantage.
“No one should be sur-

prised,” Gallego campaign
spokeswoman Lyndsey Rodri-
guez said in a statement. “Yet
again, we see the depths of
desperation that Mr. Hurd’s
campaign has sunk to in trying
to stop Pete Gallego from win-
ning this race.”

“Now, he’s airing an ad made
using governmental resources
in blatant violation of House
rules,” Rodriguez said. 

Two Gallego supporters from
Bexar County signed affidavits
complaining of the Hurd ad.

One cited the use of the com-
mittee hearing video, the sec-
ond claimed the ad had inade-
quate disclaimers to identify
Hurd as its sponsor.

While Gallego’s camp called
attention to the FEC com-
plaints, Hurd’s GOP supporters
— independent of his campaign
— circulated claims that one of
Gallego’s endorsements came
from a registered sex offender,
with an out-of-state conviction
for possession with intent to
promote child pornography.

The endorsement was made
in a letter to the editor of a
small-town newspaper, and
Gallego shared it with the me-
dia as evidence of conservative
support. A person with the

same name is listed on the De-
partment of Public Safety sex
offender registry. Election offi-
cials in that rural community
said the person on the registry
appears to be registered to vote
there.

Gallego’s campaign acknowl-
edged it cited the letter without
checking the writer’s back-
ground. Rodriguez said the
incident was disappointing
because Gallego takes prides in
his record of fighting crime as a
West Texas prosecutor — expe-
rience that’s recounted in his
media campaign.

Gallego’s campaign also
sought to make hay this week
out of Hurd’s campaign contri-
butions from Career Point Col-

lege, which collapsed in fi-
nancial disarray this week.

Echoing Hurd’s claim against
him, Gallego’s latest ad said
“Hurd has already gone Wash-
ington … I’ll protect our fami-
lies because Will Hurd won’t,”
Gallego states.

Hurd campaign manager
Justin Hollis blasted Gallego’s
campaign over its touting of the
endorsement, calling it “dis-
gusting.”

“Pete should be less con-
cerned about public footage of
Will Hurd doing a good job and
more concerned about his utter
hypocrisy with his new cam-
paign ad, where he says ‘he’ll
protect your family,’ ” Hollis
said Friday.

Meanwhile, Hurd supporters
at the GOP’s Congressional
Leadership Fund came to his
aid again this week, launching
another ad Thursday that berat-
ed Gallego as a career politican.

“The ad exposes Pete Gallego
as the ultimate political insider
who is looking to rub elbows
with Washington elites rather
than fighting for Texans,” said
CLF spokeswoman Ruth Guer-
ra.

The media campaigns are
hitting a high point this week-
end, with 12 days of early voting
starting Monday across the
state.

jgonzalez@express-news.net
Twitter: @johnwgonzalez

DISTRICT 23
From page A3

LAREDO

Border Patrol finds
teen alone in brush

Border Patrol agents on
Wednesday found a Salvadoran
teenager who they said was
abandoned in the South Texas
brush near Laredo for several
days without food and water.

The teenager got lost after
the group of immigrants he
was with fled from Border
Patrol agents, said Doyle Ami-
don, the division chief of opera-
tions for the Laredo sector. The
teen was lost in the brush for
three days before agents found
him in a remote area of ranch
land northwest of Laredo, Ami-
don said.

The teen used a cellphone to
call 911, but Amidon said it’s
often difficult to get exact coor-
dinates for calls in remote areas
and agents have to scour wide
swaths of brush country for
signs of the people in distress.

In fiscal 2015-16, the Laredo
sector was third in the country
for immigrant deaths with 47.
In the Rio Grande Valley sector,
the busiest in the country for
illegal immigration, 97 people
died trying to cross into the
U.S.

HALLOWEEN

Monetary donations
sought for party

Rucker Helping Kids to the
Next Level, a nonprofit youth
organization, is collecting mon-
etary donations to buy candy
for a community Halloween
party. 

Donations can be sent to P.O.
Box 10907, San Antonio, 78210.

Organizers will provide
sweets for the party set for 6-8
p.m. Oct. 31 at Calvary Baptist
Church, 6142 FM 78 at Lake-
view Drive. The nonprofit’s
theme for the party is “Trunk
or Treat,” where volunteers
will hand out candy and games
to kids from the trunks of dec-
orated cars.

For more information, go to
www.ruckerhelpingkidsand
youth.org or call 210-425-7112.

AUSTIN

Feds won’t drop
Paxton fraud case

Investor fraud accusations
against Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton are back in federal
court, at least for now, after the
U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission on Friday refiled a
civil lawsuit against the Repub-
lican that a judge previously
dismissed.

Paxton is also fighting sep-
arate criminal charges of secu-
rities fraud, which carry a pos-
sible prison sentence of five to
99 years, and the do-over by
the SEC again puts Texas’ top
prosecutor battling nearly iden-
tical cases at once.

Paxton had recruited
wealthy investors for a high-
tech startup called Servergy
Inc. in 2011, when he was still a
state legislator, and both the
SEC and criminal prosecutors
say he misled those investors
by not disclosing that the com-
pany was paying him. 

U.S. District Judge Amos
Mazzant, however, ruled this
month that Paxton was under
no obligation to disclose his
arrangement and said the SEC
lacked evidence of fraud. But
rather than drop their case
against Paxton, federal reg-
ulators took Mazzant up on his
offer to let them hone their
arguments and try again.

Paxton attorney Matthew
Martens said he was “disap-
pointed” by the SEC’s decision
to go back to court given the
concerns Mazzant raised the
first time around.

From staff and wire reports

BRIEFS

The State Commission on
Judicial Conduct has sanc-
tioned Bexar County Justice of
the Peace Yolanda Uresti for
failing to comply with state law,
incompetence in performing
the duties of her office and
engaging in willful conduct that
violated procedures of her of-
fice. 

In a report issued Friday, the
commission said it found Ur-
esti, the JP in Precinct 4, Place
2, proceeded improperly in two
eviction cases, didn’t keep
proper records and failed to
remove posts from her public
Facebook page that promoted
the financial interests of a rela-
tive. The disciplinary body
issued a public reprimand with
an order to undergo 80 more

hours of judicial training.
The commission said that

during one of the eviction cas-
es, Uresti wrongly blamed an-
other justice of the peace and a
court manager over discrepan-
cies in the final judgment she
was responsible for. Uresti also
accused the manager of insub-
ordination and tried to get a
county constable’s office to
arrest the manager, but it re-
fused, according to the report.

Uresti filed written responses
to the commission’s inquiry in
that case that included ordering
that the court manager and the

other justice of the peace be
found in contempt of court.
Asked why she included con-
tempt findings, Uresti “was
unable to provide any reason-
able explanation … nor was she
able to articulate an under-
standing of the court’s author-
ity, or the procedures, for con-
tempt,” the report said.

In the other eviction case, the
filing of the final judgment also
became a point of contention.
According to the commission,
Uresti again blamed another
judge and court clerk for errors.

The Facebook page included
links, photos and posts promot-
ing the real estate business of
her daughter-in-law while Ur-
esti was a candidate for the JP
office in 2014, the commission
found. The page also included a
link, photos and post promot-
ing a former judge as a wedding

officiant. In her responses to
the commission, she denied
responsibility for the posts,
claiming they were “illegal,”
“unauthorized” and the result
of hacking, the report said. 

The commission found that
the posts remained even after
she became a justice of the
peace.

“In reaching these conclu-
sions and determining the ap-
propriate sanction, the commis-
sion took into account Judge
Uresti’s failure to cooperate
with the commission’s investi-
gation by not providing full and
candid responses … particularly
in response to the investigation
into her Facebook posts, as an
aggravating factor,” the report
said.

gcontreras@express-news.net
Twitter: @gmaninfedland

Justice of the peace rapped for incompetence 
By Guillermo Contreras
STAFF WRITER

Precinct 4, Place
2 Justice of the
Peace Yolanda
Uresti was
ordered to
undergo more
training.

City Council voted unani-
mously to name the center after
Griffin, a champion of rights
and quality-of-life issues for
older residents.

She’s served multiple terms
as a member of the Texas Silver
Haired Legislature, a nonprofit
group made up of people 60
and older. For the past 25 years,
Griffin has been the executive
director of Jefferson Outreach
for Seniors, which provides
transportation for homebound
seniors, mobile meals and gro-
cery delivery services.

Supervisor Peaches Hall
escorted Griffin through the
center that was abuzz about her
visit. 

Hall brought Griffin to the
theater room, where they’ve
had standing-room-only ses-
sions that were both educa-
tional and humorous. Members
have come for classes on aging,
diabetes and one titled “The
Prostate and That Damn Blue
Pill.”

“Everybody that comes in
here, we try to wrap our arms
around them,” Hall said.
“When you don’t have them,
you lose a part of society. Com-
ing here helps them stay rele-
vant.”

Sylvia Hickman, 60, Juana
Pang, 64, and Wanda Webb, 66,
cheered when Griffin made a
corner shot at their pool table.
She looked into classrooms
where members strummed
guitars, painted works of art
and worked their bodies to

high-energy rhythms. 
As they walked into the

mirrored exercise room, the
fitness instructor, Heather
Stanley, led members through a
regimen that has resulted in up
to a 60-pound weight loss for
some. Not long ago, Julia Scott,

60, used a walker, but now,
after months in Stanley’s class,
she moves without it. 

JJ Villarreal, 75, also blos-
somed when he enrolled at the
center. 

At first he kept to himself,
burying his head in a newspa-
per. But eventually the retired
entrepreneur was drawn to the
theater group, and even a flash
mob. He said that last year,
after doctors removed a kidney,
he was back a week later, play-
ing pingpong. 

Maricristina Alonzo didn’t
hold back her tears when she

approached Griffin in Hall’s
exercise class. Alonzo, 70, and
her husband, Manuel, were
among the first members at the
center. She said the center
helped her overcome her pain
when her husband died in
January.

“I don’t know you, but I
wanted to thank you!” she said.
“This place saved my life. I’m
so grateful to you.”

“Thank you, honey,” Griffin
replied, grasping Alonzo’s
hand, “thank you.”

vtdavis@express-news.net
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Doris Griffin checks out a guitar theory class during a visit to the 22,000-square-foot Doris
Griffin Senior One-Stop Center at 6157 N.W. Loop 410, near the Ingram Park Mall. 
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“They’re not isolated.
… They come and make
lifelong friends here.”
Doris Griffin, about the senior health
and wellness center named for her


	E-N 22 Oct 2016 - Doris Griffin Senior Center - part 1
	E-N 22 Oct 2016 - Doris Griffin Senior Center - part 2

