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The tubing season couldn’t
end soon enough for some resi-
dents along the San Marcos
River around Martindale, where
a growing list of complaints over
littering, drunkenness and tres-
passing has drawn state scruti-
ny.

“They’re killing the river,”
Guadalupe County Commis-

sioner Jack Shanafelt said of the
rowdy college-age crowds on the
once-quiet stretch of waterway
dividing Guadalupe and Cald-
well counties.

He serves on a Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department task
force that’s been studying the
popular summer recreation
destination downstream from
San Marcos, where the conflicts
and challenges also have
sparked at least one lawsuit and

a failed attempt at legislation
aimed at boosting government
oversight there.

The two tube rental firms
operating there hire off-duty
deputies for security, conduct
regular river cleanups and issue
mesh bags to customers for
litter. But problems persist, as
evidenced by complaints aired
Tuesday at a public hearing on a
permit application for Float Fest,
a two-day tubing and concert

event planned for next summer.
About 7,000 people attended

the third annual Float Fest last
July at a riverside venue called
Cool River Ranch. Marcus Fe-
derman, president of Current
Events LLC, which throws the
party, gave Guadalupe County
commissioners a positive as-
sessment, saying, “Everything
went as planned” and noted
only one arrest occurred on the
premises, for public intoxica-

tion.
But commissioners voted 3-1

to deny the permit, for now.
Federman plans to reapply and
vowed Float Fest would go for-
ward as planned.

‘The wild west’
Rresidents and elected offi-

cials described loud and vulgar
music, traffic tie-ups, suspected
drunken driving and all-around 

Waterway rowdies prompt ire
San Marcos River Task Force is working on potential solutions
By Zeke MacCormack
STAFF WRITER

Rowdies continues on A8

Garrett Steven McKinney, 21, was an outsider
in the Northeast Texas town of Paris. He’d just
moved there to live with his father a year after
being diagnosed with mental illness in Austin.

On Sept. 21, 2015, McKinney had been dancing
around and talking to himself. About 4:30 p.m.,
his father drove his son to a regional hospital,
hoping he would check himself in for treatment.

Instead, McKinney ended up shot and killed
by an officer with the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety. Trooper Timothy Keele, 39, later said
he’d first spotted McKinney straddling a con-
crete highway barrier, waving his arms at pass-
ing cars.

Keele originally intended to arrest McKinney
for obstructing traffic. But after a short struggle,
the trooper’s shoulder was dislocated. He used a
stun gun to no effect, then shot the former high
school football player four times.

A year later, Keele’s shoulder has healed and
he’s been cleared by a grand jury of criminal
wrongdoing. Keele has received two awards for
the line-of-duty injury he suffered during the
shooting: a purple heart from the State of Texas
for “exemplary service and courageous actions,”
and a Star of Texas award from Gov. Greg Ab-
bott.

Still, McKinney’s death epitomizes a problem
that police and mental health advocates in Texas
still grapple over. Should Texas require its offi-
cers to have more training on handling the men-
tally ill to learn how to defuse situations instead
of resorting to lethal force?

McKinney was one of 169 people whom Texas
officers shot from September 2015 to September
2016, after a new state law began mandating a
one-page report of all shootings. He’s one of 11
people shot by a DPS officer in that year. Eight of
those encounters were fatal, including the one
involving McKinney and two others involving
unarmed men.

Cameron Long, a burglary suspect in rural
Leon County, was shot and killed after he
rammed officers’ vehicles after a pursuit in No-
vember. Calin Roquemore was shot after being
stopped for a traffic violation in Panola County
in February and subsequently refusing to show a
trooper his hands.

State reports do not indicate whether any of
those shot and killed by Texas officers suffered
from mental illness. But McKinney’s mother said

Rodolfo Gonzalez / Austin American-Statesman

Sherene Mayner of Austin holds a picture of
son Garrett McKinney, who was shot to death
by a DPS trooper in September 2015.

Cops’ training
in spotlight
after mentally
ill man’s death
By Eva Ruth Moravec
FOR THE SAN ANTONIO EXPRE SS-NEWS

Killing continues on A4

It was her youngest daugh-
ter’s third birthday when Phel-
icia Salas had what she called a
“little epiphany.”

After 10 years of caring for
her children and with no edu-
cational degree, Salas decided
to go back to school.

“We had a death in the fami-
ly, and I was thinking, what if
something happened to my
husband? Or what if we
weren’t together anymore? ”
said Salas, 29, resting her el-
bow on a decorative table at
The Neighborhood Place on
the West Side. “I don’t have
anything — I don’t have no
education, no training for jobs,
I don’t have nothing. So that’s
when I decided to go back to
school.”

She and a handful of other
families attended a luncheon
Saturday celebrating their
participation in or completion
of the Department of Human
Services’ Training for Job Suc-
cess program. Though the
program is at least 17 years old,
the event celebrating its clients
was a first.

“We felt like going through
the program takes an incred-
ible amount of hard work and
it takes a commitment. We
wanted to celebrate that they

started in poverty, took a look
at their situation and decided
to get out of it,” said Minerva
Hernandez, the family support
coordinator of the department
who oversees the program.

Training for Job Success
helps low-income clients attain
gainful employment in high-
demand jobs such as nursing,
computer systems analysis and
welding. The program offers
financial assistance as well as
transportation, child care and
referrals to other resources for
up to two years, typically.
Caseworkers make contact
with their clients at least twice
a month to keep updated with
their life situation and adjust
their support services accord-
ingly.

The clients must be at or
below 125 percent of the federal
poverty guideline, which is
$14,850 annual income for one
person. The average income
for the program’s clients this
year was $11,152, Hernandez
said.

The program takes applica-
tions on a rolling basis. While
currently at The Neighborhood
Place, which also houses San
Antonio’s Family Service As-
sociation, the program is set to
move to the Claude W. Black
Community Center on the East
Side in January. 

Photos by Ray Whitehouse / For the San Antonio Express-News

Client Ivan Cantú gets a hug from daughter Annalyssa, 10, after speaking at the first-ever luncheon celebrating
clients’ participation in or completion of the Department of Human Services’ Training for Job Success program.

Celebrating commitment
to a better future

Agency honors clients
seeking success in work

Gisele Ikuku and daughter Lucie, 5, were
among those attending the celebration. Ikuku
is enrolled in the program and studying to
become a registered nurse.

By Silvia Foster-Frau
STAFF WRITER

Services continues on A19
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By the end of the year,
Training for Job Success will
have spent more than $250,000
in direct assistance to its cli-
ents, Hernandez said. As of
this month, she said, the cli-
ent’s total combined income
has increased from $256,518 to
over $1 million since January.
She said 36 clients are expect-
ed to have transitioned out of
poverty this year.

“We identify the barriers
and try to work around them
as much as we can. It’s not just
about going to school, it’s
about what their family, home
or work life is and trying to

make it work,” Hernandez
said.

Salas was born and raised
on the South Side, and for a
while, she thought she would
spend the rest of her life taking
care of her children — now she
has four. She started taking
classes at San Antonio College
three years ago and could
barely afford it. She had no job
skills, and her husband
worked, and still does, at Pizza
Hut.

“I wanted to make some-
thing of myself. I never really
thought about the future, what
I was focusing on was the
present, and how everything
was going until that day, until
that night, after the birthday,”
Salas said.

Since Salas signed up last
fall, the program has at times
helped her pay for rent, util-
ities, tuition and textbooks.
Her caseworker has connected
her to internships with the city
and last year helped her apply
for Habitat for Humanity,
which she was accepted into
last October. In May this year,
her family got to move into a
house that she and the Habitat
volunteers built.

At the lunch, a client named
Ivan Cantú gave a speech
about his path from poverty to
now being an occupational
therapy assistant. His daugh-
ter rushed over at the end to
give him a hug, shortly fol-
lowed by his caseworker, who
teared up during his speech.

At the event, a video of the
program’s clients was project-
ed, including Salas. Casework-
ers spoke of the program’s
benefits. They encouraged
people to let others in need
know about the services they
could receive. 

“This thing has led me to so
many different opportunities.
It took me out of my shell; the
old me wouldn’t have done
that video,” said Salas, who
will phase out of the program
just around the time when
she’s set to graduate in the
spring. “But to see that they
want me to succeed, that’s
what makes me keep on doing
it.”

sfosterfrau@express-news.net

SERVICES
From page A3

Ray Whitehouse / For the Express-News

Salina Bhattarai, 4, attends a
luncheon celebrating clients,
including her father, who are
or have been part of Training
for Job Success. 

FAR EAST SIDE

Two killed in
head-on wreck

A man and a woman
died when their vehicle
collided head-on with
another vehicle near
Loop 1604 and FM 1346
late Saturday morning,
according to the Bexar
County Sheriff ’s Office.

The man and woman
are believed to be the
parents of three children
who were also in the
vehicle, a sheriff ’s
spokesman said.

One child was flown to
University Hospital, and
two were taken by ambu-
lance. All three are ex-
pected to survive.

The driver of the other
vehicle, who suffered
minor injuries, was be-
lieved to be under the
influence of alcohol and
could be charged with
intoxication manslaugh-
ter, the spokesman said.
That driver has not been
officially charged be-
cause of pending toxicol-
ogy results.

The vehicles crashed
after one entered the
opposite lane of traffic,
officials said.

NORTHEAST SIDE

Man accused
in fatal stabbing

A 25-year-old man
came home from lunch
to find another man in
his residence with his
significant other Friday
morning, prompting a
fatal dispute, according
to the San Antonio Po-
lice Department.

David Morin faces a
charge of first-degree
murder in the stabbing
death of a 24-year-old
man.

Officers responded to
the 4500 block of Schertz
Road around 11 a.m. and
found that the victim
had been stabbed mul-
tiple times. He was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene.

Morin came home to
find the man in his resi-
dence, at which time the
stabbing occurred, police
said. The woman was
described as the sus-
pect’s significant other
and was at home at the
time of the stabbing,
police said.

The crime poses a
penalty of five to 99
years or life in prison
upon a conviction.

From staff reports
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